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In  t h e s e  pa g e s , y o u  w il l  d is c o v e r . ..
...M V S students w earing school uniforms;
...th e  girls’ field hockey tradition;
...th e  rise (and fall) o f  the Blue Moons;
...a  headmaster w ho hum m ed show tunes; 
...basketball at the Sm iths’ barn;
.. .h o w T h e  M arti School led to M VS’ beginnings; 
...th e  transition to an upper school program;
.. .“Flyin’ R yan” and h er route from Troy; 
...s tuden t smokers on  campus;
...six th  grade m echanics and a teacher’s car;
...th e  famous M cCaslin-Taylor duel;
...teachers w ho taught your parents;
...th e  legend o f  M V S’ Superman;
...sacrifices m ade by trustees to save the school;
. . .a n d  more!
(You may even find yourself in these pages.)
N o te  ABOUT THE COVER: The two children 
in the photo are Emilie M ead and an unidentified classmate. 
I f  you know  who the 
little girl on the right is, 
please let us know.
We have an M V S  
tee shirt fo r  the firs t  
correct response sent 
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Since all co sts fo r the  p roduction  o f  this re tro spective  
have been  co v e re d  by d on o rs ' generosity , 
p ro ceed s from  the sale o f  the book  
will be d irec ted  to  the  M V S faculty endow m ent fund, 
a fund that he lp s to  assure exce llen t teaching  
fo r the future b y  su pp o rtin g  faculty com pensation  
and p ro fe ss io n a l deve lopm ent.
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Introduction and 
Acknowledgements
A nticipating the future involves hon o rin g  the past, as any family 
reunion group will attest. A nd as any family knows, each m em ber will 
have slightly different recollections about that past.
This volum e represents a retrospective look at the schoo l’s past, 
including the pre-M iam i Valley School days w hen  the school’s p re­
decessor, T h e  M arti School, was form ed to serve the needs o f  families 
seeking a superior educational experience for their children. As 
retrospective, it does n o t pose as “the h istory” o f  the school, in any 
definitive way; instead, it is a narrative about the school, draw n from  
existing docum ents, interview s and conversations, as well as from  
personal m em ories. As its author, I will claim it as only one story o f  the 
school. Indeed, there are hundreds o f  stories; o ther m em bers o f  the 
com m unity  will have their ow n narratives that are n o t reflected here. 
Because the life o f  the school has also been my life for m ore than  30 
years, som e o f  w hat is included is unabashedly draw n from  personal 
recollection.
In their grow th, trees are organic, rather than linear. B ranches 
that may seem  to have random  organization in fact co n trib u te  to  the 
overall shape o f  the tree, and each branch continues to grow  in its 
complexity. T h e  school has developed in m uch the same way. T hus 
its tree sym bol is an apt representation for m any aspects o f  its life. 
Branches that can be identified as small in retrospect have becom e 
m ajor aspects o f  the school in its adulthood.
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A m ong these “branches,” perhaps m ore aptly identified as 
themes, four seem to em erge from a close exam ination o f  the school’s 
growth. In fact, they represent recu rring  patterns that are identifiable at 
every stage o f  the school’s grow th. Like branches, they have developed 
and expanded in com plexity  and weight, but were always part o f  the 
school’s mission in  som e way.
T he first o f these is the com m itm ent to excellence, expressed in a 
variety o f  ways th roughou t the school’s history and manifested in its 
determ ination to provide the best teachers for students and to offer 
rigorous academic challenges w hile serving the “w hole child,” body, 
mind, and spirit. T his com m itm ent translates to  o th er recurring themes 
in the school’s history: serious in ten t w ith respect to  college prepara­
tion; an emphasis on  the arts, even w hen  facilities have been few and 
space limited; and a pledge to  foster diversity and encourage apprecia­
tion for others.
A characteristic o f  the school program  has been  its close-knit and 
nurturing  environm ent in w hich these them es flourish. Each genera­
tion o f students and teachers has no ted  the school’s sense o f 
community, and m arveled at the ways in w hich it manifests itself.
1 9 5 6 : Beginning of
The Marti School 
on M unger Road
1 9 6 0 : "B arracks" built as Marti School 
upper school
1 9 6 4 : Beginning of T h e  Miami Valley 
Sch oo l
Prelim inary accred itation  by 
IS A C S
1 9 6 5 : First building built 
(now u pper school)
1 9 6 6 : O p en in g  of D enise
Drive cam pus as low er school 
1967: N ew  gym , classroom s built
1970: C lassroom  addition (now m iddle school)
1971: Low er school build ing open s;
9th grade added
1972: C lassroom  addition (now  kindergarten  
room); 10th g rade  a d d e d
1973: ISA C S evaluation, p e rm an e n t accred itation
1974: First class g radu ates from  M VS  
Tenth anniversary o f M VS
1976: Classroom  addition (low er scho o l wing) 
C ollege  preparatory charter by state  
of Ohio
19 78 : Student Activity C e n te r  built
1 9 6 0
W alter Truslow, 
h ead  1 9 64-72
1970
Robert E. Fatherley , 
head 1 9 7 2 -7 9
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T he value w ith w hich this sense o f  com m unity is regarded is clear in 
the often-repeated expression o f  concern that it m ight be lost w ith 
rising enrollm ent. T h e  sentim ent was expressed by M arti School 
students in a graduating class o f  three (in 1963) as well as by students 
and teachers w ho saw the enrollm ent jum p from 300 to 325, or from 
400 to 450. Yet, each generation o f  parents, students, and teachers has 
remarked on the n u rtu rin g  power o f the small com m unity  in w hich 
they find themselves.
These them es are often clear to those w ho visit the school for 
the first time. T hey  appear even m ore dramatically in the sources from 
w hich this retrospective is drawn. M uch o f  w hat is here comes from 
the excellent scrapbooks that headmaster Bob Fatherley and later, 
librarian-archivist Pam  Elm er maintained from 1964 through 1995. 
These archives have been  invaluable sources o f  photos, new spaper 
clippings, and school docum ents. In addition, m inutes o f  faculty 
meetings and trustee actions have given verification to facts, and 
collections o f  Successions, Aesthesia, Phloem & Xylem and The Bulletin 
reflect specific areas o f  interest at given times. School directories, 
painstakingly assembled by office staff, have been invaluable (lists o f
19 80 : IS A C S  evaluatio n
19 84 : Tw entieth  an n iversary  
ce leb ratio n
19 86 : C lassro o m  add ition
(now  skylight area , 5th grade)
19 87 : IS A C S  evaluatio n
1989: Tw enty-fifth an n iversary  
ce leb ratio n
1 9 9 3 : N u tte r  S cien ce  C en ter built
1 9 9 4 : S e p a ra te  m idd le  school opened  
IS A C S  evaluation  
T h irtie th  an niversary  celebration
1 9 9 5 : G a lle ry  o p en ed
2 0 0 1 : O p e n in g  of th e  H o bart Early  
C h ild h o o d  C e n te r  at th e  
R o se  C am p u s
2 0 0 2 : B uild ing  th e  Fu ture: 
s ite  w o rk  co m p leted
2 0 0 4 : C o n stru ctio n  co m p le te ;
m id d le  school classroom s, 
Lofino  A th le tic  C en ter, 
S u zan n e  and B ase l Y an nes  
A rts  C e n te r  
IS A C S  evaluatio n
1980
Duncan W. A iling , 
head 1 9 7 9 -8 6
1990 2 0 0 0
Th o m as G . B re re to n , 
head 1 9 8 6 -
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trustees and m em bers o f  the faculty appear in the appendix materials).
In addition, a survey was mailed to m em bers o f  the school 
constituencies in 2000; in form ation and even quoted material are 
drawn freely from these surveys. T hey  provided a rich source o f  special 
m em ories that will no doubt serve to  stir recollections by others w ho 
read them .
A prim e force that got this project going was the prelim inary 
w ork that alumnus D o u g jen k s , class o f  1987, had done in an u nder­
graduate history class at the U niversity o f  Dayton in 1990. D oug 
determ ined to w rite a history o f  the school, and approached the 
project as serious historical research, taking careful notes, arranging 
taped telephone and in-person interview s, and eliciting letters and 
other docum ents from critical sources. H e gave all o f  this to me, 
passing on the entire collection o f  m em ories like a baton to be carried 
forward. His interviews w ith headm aster W alter “Ted” Truslow, M oira 
M arti Geoffrion, and N elson M ead were especially valuable, as well as 
interviews w ith several teachers w ho  had been associated with the 
M arti School and the earliest days o f  MVS. I have the utm ost respect 
and gratitude for D oug’s im peccable work.
R u th  M ead was the first to  cheerfully and generously offer 
underw riting  support for this project, and has given every other kind 
o f  support as well. It w ould never have happened if she had no t given 
the encouragem ent that she did w hen  the idea was first spawned in 
1999. Form er trustee B ruce B edford and curren t trustee M ike C leary 
contributed to this underw riting  effort as well. The generosity o f  these 
three has made it possible to engage professional design and publishing 
efforts to create what has becom e a beautiful product.
W ith  all o f  the variety in source material, the narrative will no t 
be characterized by scrupulous annotation. Instead, I have tried  to give 
a general sense o f w here m aterial has been derived. Footnotes are 
provided for prin t sources, especially new spaper articles. O ther refer­
ences are cited in a general way in the text (“a 1988 Phloem & Xylem
x
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article,” for example), so as to avoid the distraction that excessive 
foo tno ting  can create.
Photos have been  selected from available pictures on the basis o f  
their quality and aptness. T hey  are no t m eant to represent a com plete 
record o f  people and events— this is not a yearbook, bu t a retrospec­
tive— instead, to  stimulate m em ories in the 
same way that the narrative itself is in ten d ed  
to do. Care has been taken to attribute 
sources o f  professional photos that have been  
given to the school, but m ost o f  the p h o to g ­
raphers w ho  have chronicled various aspects 
o f  school life are no t identified.
A nd one o ther caveat: s tudent and 
faculty names that appear are the nam es that 
these m em bers o f  the com m unity  used 
w hen they were associated w ith  the school. I 
have m ade no attem pt to update nam es after 
m arriage, etc. If you w ant to track dow n 
som eone and need his o r her curren t nam e, 
contact the alum ni office for help. Further,
Emilie M ead  and an academic titles (Ph.D., M .D.) have generally
unidentified classmate.
not been used. A ppendix m aterial draw n 
from  school directories will identify these titles as needed.
A cknow ledgem ent m ust be given to those w ho  have read 
various parts o f  the m anuscript, m ade valuable suggestions, identified  
photos, and offered suggestions and insights. Tom B rereton gave 
im m ediate support to the idea o f  a history and has been  an invaluable 
source for con ten t and clarity. M y fo rm er students Paul Kwak and  Sam 
Staley offered im portan t suggestions, providing an enduring  m o m en t 
w h en  teacher and student roles were reversed. O thers wffiose co n trib u ­
tions have been vital are Peter C am m ,T im  Cleary, A nnabelle 
C um m ings, Tom  Elm er, M aria Ferraro, A nne and Bill Glisson,
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Jill H anning, Julia and W illiam  H obart, Betsy Hughes, Jill Isaacson Jay, 
Florence Krahling, Jean M ahoney, M ary M ead, R u th  M ead, R u th ie  
M ead Baxter, Susannah G ould  Pierce, Ellen Smith, Pfeife Sm ith, Peggy 
Steinberg, Lois Unger, and Joe Williams. M ike Cleary read every word, 
several times. All those w h o  re tu rned  w ritten  surveys or sent short 
e-mails have had a role in  shaping the narrative.
Students w ho gave im portan t clerical support to the project by 
preparing the appendix m aterials include Claire Enterline, Kristin 
Hughes, Joe M cAtee, K ristin M ann, Stephanie Simpkins, D an  Sinclair, 
and Lynn W aterhouse.
Bill R ieger o f  N ova Creative G roup offered to look at the 
project long before it was m uch m ore than an idea, and has rendered 
im portan t suggestions abou t co n ten t as well as bringing his creative 
design talent and that o f  the Nova team  to the final product.
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The Marti School 
( 1956-1964)
W hat began in a residence on M unger R oad  in the 1950s w ith  
a small group o f  students and teachers may seem to have little resem ­
blance to T he  M iam i Valley School o f  the 21st century. Yet the seeds 
sown in that hom e and the later barracks facility have b o rn e  fru it in 
the un ique and independen t spirit and the strong educational program s 
that characterize the school today.
W hile the Suez 
Canal crisis and the 
Soviet invasion o f  
H ungary  raged 
internationally  and 
rock and roll was 
beginning  to influ­
ence national taste, 
a group o f  pioneers 
com m itted  to  educa­
tional excellence and 
individual grow th 
launched the school 
that translated their vision o f  that excel­
lence in to  practice and established roots 
for T he  M iam i Valley School that flour­
ishes in the 21st century.
In what may be the only extant 
photo o f  a class at The M arti 
School, M ary M organ's 
kindergarten children play in the 
yard. Barbara Benedict is at right, 
holding pan, and Jim m y Schneble  
is the child on the left, m ounted  
on his stick horse (a favorite of 
Marti School kindergarteners).
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A foundation em phasizing principles o f  experiential learning 
and rigorous academics was built in those early days and remains solid 
today, as the school balances intellectual rigo r w ith its concern  for the 
w hole child. Feeding farm  animals and cooking  meals for classmates 
have evolved into today’s Project Period and Im m ersion, w hile 
emphasis on Latin and th e  classics has translated into a solid liberal arts 
curriculum  and 100 percen t college attendance for graduates— another 
hallmark o f  the program  today. T hrough decades characterized by 
econom ic and social upheaval and generational differences, the school 
has m aintained its vision for educating the w hole child— body, mind, 
and spirit— w ith  academ ic challenge and concom itant experiential 
learning opportunities.
In an historic m eeting  at the Patterson Hom estead in D ayton, a 
group o f parents including Pfeife and Fred Sm ith, Walker and Emily 
Lewis, and H. Talbott and M ary M ead discussed the prospect o f  open­
ing a local private school. A ccording to Tony Huffman, later a student 
at T he M arti School, the M ead family represented the prim ary force 
behind this effort. O th ers  at the m eeting corroborate this leadership.
C onditions were ripe  for the open ing  o f  such a school in Day- 
, to n .T h e  industrial base
o f  the com m unity  was 
experiencing a postwar 
boom , and bo th  capital 
and moral support for 
H I  good education were 
available. D ayton  was 
growing, in part because 
o f  the expansion o f the 
auto industry in the area and the m arket 
leadership enjoyed at that time by N C R , 
Huffy C orpora tion , M ead C orporation , and 
o ther local com panies.
'The Barracks:' Built in 1959 
as Marti School facility on 
M unger Road, but known as 
The Miami Valley School 
when this photo was taken in 
about 1964.
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Dr. and Mrs. Fritz M arti, founders o f T he M arti School in 
Dayton in 1956, were gifted educators with a passion for learning.
Dr. M arti h im self was a professor o f  philosophy at M arietta College, 
and had earned three doctoral degrees in his native Switzerland. H e 
and his wife G ertrude had found the local public 
schools in the M arietta area disappointing.
G ertrude had no t only been a child prodigy—  
a concert pianist at age nine— but had been an 
instructor at an early age as well.
Anxious about school options for their five 
daughters and one son, the couple decided in 
1947 to educate their children at hom e. Since 
state law at the tim e prohibited this kind o f 
education, the M artis opened their own school, accepting other 
students from  the com m unity in addition to their ow n children.
Thus began the M artis’ career as elementary and secondary 
educators. Located near Lower Salem in central Ohio, the M arti Farm - 
H om e School, later B erglihof School, drew students from the 
surrounding area and even took boarding students, w ho were required 
to help the family w ith farm  w ork in addition to com pleting norm al 
academic dem ands.
As the M arti F arm -H om e School was flourishing in Lower 
Salem, parents o f  students in Dayton simultaneously longed for excel­
lent educations for their own children, and thus m et to discuss their 
interests at the Patterson H om estead gathering. W ith no independent 
college preparatory school available in the area, many families were 
sending their children to boarding schools, especially those on the east 
coast. Local options included only public and parochial schools. A 
handful o f  these parents led an early effort to establish an independent 
school in D ayton. These two paths, those o f the Martis and the group 
o f  Dayton parents, converged inexorably as the M arti family came 
to Dayton.
'The school cannot 
but stress the 
intellect but it must 
know that the 
intellectual life is not 
the whole life.'
—  1963 y ea rb o o k
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Walker Lewis, first president o f  the board o f  trustees, rem em ­
bered that H .T. M ead was the first one to contact the Martis, after they 
had placed an ad in Dayton newspapers expressing their interest in 
starting a school. It appears that the M artis had heard about the efforts 
in D ayton to  begin a school, and the contact w ith M ead ensued from 
their ad, according to M ary M ead (Mrs. H.T. M ead). At that point, the 
Martis were encouraged enough by the prospects to com e to Dayton 
to m eet w ith  a group o f parents.
“ It all started w hen my husband, Tally Mead, and I read a piece 
in the new spaper saying that Dr. and Mrs. Fritz M arti were interested 
in founding a private school for ‘above average’ 
children,” says M ary Mead. “Since we were the 
products o f  private schools and n o t happy w ith the 
local public ones, w e took notice. I w rote them  a 
letter saying we w ould be interested in helping them  
get started if  w hat they m eant by ‘above average’ only 
referred to an IQ  over 100, and n o t above 150.” 1 
A student ed ito r later articulated this them e in the 
school’s first yearbook (1963), asserting that “T he 
school cannot but stress the intellect, bu t it must 
know that the intellectual life is n o t the w hole life.”
This emphasis on the whole child, ra ther than on 
developm ent o f  superior intelligence alone, was a 
clear objective from  the school’s earliest days.
W ith  things moving so quickly, the M artis’ 
arrival may have com e as a surprise to  som e o f the 
parents w h o  had been trying to  organize their own 
school, according to a telephone in terv iew  w ith 
Nelson M ead in 1990. It seem ed to  some, in fact, that the M artis had 
arrived “o u t o f  the blue,” M ead said. Interested in private school 
education, M ary  M ead says that she and Betty Slack had gone to 
Hillsdale in C incinnati to seek advice from  headmistress Miss
Dr. Fritz and G ertrude  
Marti. These photos  
appeared as photocopies  
of originals, in the 1963 
yearbook o f the school.
4
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Fessenden.They “were shocked at how  little private school teachers 
were paid com pared to public school teachers,” she recalls.
In any case, the M artis did com e to D ayton, and purchased the 
property on M unger R oad . T he house itself was im bued  w ith  its ow n 
history, according to  M oira M arti G eoffrion .T he R oosevelts had 
visited the hom e at one tim e (undoubtedly Franklin and Eleanor, 
although G eoffrion po in ted  out that it was old enough  to have been 
the T heodore R oosevelts as well). W ith  a half dozen o r m ore bedroom s 
and im posing acreage, the stately old m ansion becam e the M artis’ 
hom e as well as the school building. T he form er farm  cottage on the 
same property  served as the little red schoolhouse, w here low er school 
classes took place, according to early trustee m inutes. A barracks-type 
building was built later.
B ringing their farm  animals as well as their children, the M artis 
m oved to D ayton in  the sum m er o f  1956, the year that T h e  M arti 
School opened. F ounding  trustee Emily Lewis recalled in a 1990 
interview  that the school opened almost im m ediately upon  their 
arrival. T he M artis purchased property at 5885 M unger R oad  consist­
ing o f  7.8 acres, a large house, the tenant house, and a barn, later to rn  
dow n. After a dow n paym ent on the property, the balance was financed 
by a contract loan agreem ent, laying the g roundw ork  for a proprietary  
school. In 1959, w h en  a new  school house was built, Dr. and Mrs.
M arti donated the 1.2 acres o f  ground on w hich the build ing stood to 
the school. This com plex  arrangem ent, according to  board  notes, “ is a 
long  story, too, so w e will review this subject at a later date.”
T he p roperty  itself had a connection to the later M iam i Valley 
School. Jeannette Lacouture, whose husband argued the historic case 
that eventually allowed the initial construction pro ject at the D enise 
Drive site, had lived in  the M unger R oad hom e from  1927 until 1949 
w ith  her family, C lare and Harvey Kittredge, and b ro th er John . A n­
o ther brother, Gaylord, was the eldest child. T he  K ittredge estate was 
sold to ano ther family, after having been rented d u rin g  the war. T h e
5
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site had a distinctly rural environm ent, w ith a barn that offered oppor­
tunities for “great fun,” according to early students.The area, w ith large 
lots and im posing hom es, bore little resem blance to the area today, w ith 
its expanding residential developm ent. O n  the site o f  the K ittredge 
hom e (M arti Schools “b ig  house”), a newer, gated hom e has been 
built. R e tu rn in g  to the p roperty  in Septem ­
ber, 2002, Jeannette L acouture was able to 
recognize a row o f  trees planted by her 
m other. H er bro ther Jo h n  rem em bers visits to 
the neighboring H ow ard mansion, including a 
m em orable birthday party. T h e  Howards were 
avid art collectors. Mrs. H ow ard orig inated  
the Tree o f  Angels at the M etropolitan  M u ­
seum  o f  Art in N ew  York. A devastating fire 
later destroyed the H ow ards’ art collection as 
well as the property itself, according to 
Kittredge. O th er M unger R oad  neighbors 
were the W inters family, including com edian 
Jonathan Winters.
T he Dayton Private School, Inc. was form ed by friends o f  the 
school as a non-profit co rporation , w ith  a purpose, according to board 
m inutes prepared in 1963 by V irginia N evin, o f “aiding the progress 
o f  the school to any m eans found to  be practical.” T he fledgling M arti 
School was incorporated  as T h e  D ayton Private School, b u t was never 
know n by this name except in legal references. T he D ayton Private 
School corporation was form ally dissolved in 2001. T he first efforts o f  
the corporation were to “ fo rm  an Advisory Board, publicize the school, 
and enlist students.” T h e  board  agreed to pay the Martis a com bined 
salary o f  $3,600 per year and to rent the property from the M artis at an 
annual fee o f $3,300 (the am ount o f  the m ortgage paym ents due). 
O th er obligations included  paym ent o f  taxes, fire insurance, heat, light, 
water, and major m ain tenance items. Board notes describe the relation-
The original Marti School 
'Big House' had a history 
of its own, including a visit 
by the Roosevelts. It had 
been owned by the 
Kittredge family from 
1929 to 1943. Jeannette 
Lacouture, who had a 
later connection to The 
Miami Valley School, grew  
up in the house.
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ship as “m uch the same way as a church maintains a rectory.” T he 
Martis undertook  food and other overhead expenses themselves, 
so fees for boarding students were turned  over to them  to help defray 
these expenses.
Originally, the board felt that T he Dayton Private School 
should purchase the property from the Martis, but no funds were 
initially available for this purpose. However, when the M arti m ortgage 
had been  reduced to $22,000, the board initiated efforts to refinance 
the property  under conventional terms. At this point, com plex 
arrangem ents addressed property improvements that had been  m ade 
p rio r to the formal agreem ent and D.P.S. ownership o f  im provem ents 
to the property.
T h e  M artis expressed an interest in incorporating their school 
w ith  an independent board o f trustees. Apparently, their experience in 
ru n n in g  the M arti Farm -H om e School entirely on their ow n had been 
instructive. M oira M arti G eoffrion recalls her parents’ trem endous 
efforts no t only to  provide an excellent education for young people, 
bu t to simultaneously teach, m anage the financial challenges o f  run n in g  
a school, raise a large family, and run  a successful farm. It is no  w onder 
that a relationship o f incorporation  appealed to them  as they consid­
ered their prospective beginning in Dayton.
T h e  original search com m ittee, composed o f the M eads, Lewdses, 
and Smiths, had envisioned a school for grades K-8, and the D ayton 
Private School was incorporated w ith  this plan. Students w ould  p re­
sum ably continue their educations at boarding schools o r local high 
schools at that point. T he M artis, however, with older children o f  their 
ow n, w anted to include secondary education as well. W hat resulted was 
a com m itm ent to K-12 education, R u th  Mead says, and a school 
opened  in 1956 w ith 15 students, four o f whom  were M arti children, 
and .three teachers, including Dr. and Mrs. Marti.
W ith m odest physical beginnings, the school had am bitious goals 
for its students in w hat was described as a “strictly college prepara to ry”
7
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program .Those w ho knew  the M artis recall them  w ithout exception 
as scholarly and intellectual, b u t deeply involved w ith the educational 
lives o f  their students. M ary M ead says that in addition to teaching 
in the school, Fritz and G ertrude M arti ran tours to Europe in 
the summer.
Teachers w ho came to the school in the early days were com m it­
ted to the program  and the children, and contributed in m any ways to 
the school’s success. T he M artis, described as “ interesting, scholarly, self- 
assured” educators, were m entors for this process. Margaret Snyder, 
w ho taught fourth grade at the school in 1962-63, rem em bers fondly 
the faculty meetings held in the “big house,” w here Mrs. M arti would 
serve hom em ade bread and applesauce. Snyder’s son Larry was in fifth 
grade, along w ith W hitt M ead, Fifi Gardner, G ordon Sadler, Trip 
W yeth, and others, during the  year that his m other taught at the school. 
She was hired as a teacher after applying for admission for Larry and 
discovering that the tu ition  was “prohibitive” for her family. Mrs. M arti 
countered, “Well, can you teach?” and since she could, Snyder was 
hired, and her son entered the program .
D oris Swabb enrolled her 4-year-old daughter in a half-day 
program  in 1957. Later that year, the school enrolled a blind child, 
D ebbie Barber, and kindergarten teacher Mrs. Hill invited Swabb to 
stay for the m orning to help w ith  this child’s needs. (Debbie Barber 
later becam e Swabb’s daugh ter’s sister-in-law.) She notes that her take- 
hom e pay for 1957-58 was $661.66.
Swabb describes the school’s “marvelous play area,” offering a 
playhouse to climb on and slide from, a pet monkey (“quite a rascal”), 
and a m iniature train that was set up at the bottom  o f a small slope—  
all creating “a paradise for children.” H er daughter fondly adopted one 
o f  the stick horses provided for 4-year-olds, and developed a rich 
im agination in her relationship w ith  her “pet.” “Never have I seen a 
m ore child-friendly place,” Swabb says. She recalls that Mrs. M arti 
w ould  com e into her class occasionally to play the piano for the
8
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children, and w ould  patiently explain the music to them . A gifted 
pianist, M arti s visits were highlights for bo th  the teacher and her 
students. Swabb says that M arti “never talked dow n to the children.”
Likewise, w hen  Dr. M arti took  
children for walks, he w ould  stop 
for an interesting m ushroom  or 
piece o f  bark, offering o n -th e-sp o t 
lessons in natural history. In spite o f  
their scholarly dem eanor, “ it is my 
belief that the M artis tru ly  loved 
children,” Swabb says.
Joann Popple ton , a longtim e 
teacher at b o th  T h e  M arti School 
and T he  M iam i Valley School, rem em bered Fritz M arti s firm  belief, 
evident in his teaching and parenting m ethods: “ It d oesn ’t do any 
good to have a lot o f  knowledge,” he w ould say, “ if  you can ’t use your 
hands.” Just as w ith  the M arti F arm -H om e School, T h e  M arti School 
in D ayton took  a few  boarders in  its earliest years, and they were 
required to  be active w ith physical labor as well as academ ic endeavors 
to assure that they w ould  becom e w ell-rounded.
G ertrude M arti, w ho  was an excellent cook herself, taught her 
ow n children this skill— n o t only to support the needs o f  the family, 
bu t to learn the skill for its own sake. H er daughter rem arks that all o f  
her siblings becam e great cooks. W ith  each o f  her ch ildren  preparing 
meals on  a regular basis, Mrs. M arti cooked only once each w eek, 
thereby freeing her tim e for o ther demands o f  the fam ily and school.
Clearly, the school was founded on the principle o f  educating the 
w hole child. T his ideal, grounded in the M arti School years, becam e 
fully realized at T h e  M iam i Valley School later, as the school prospered 
and developed resources to support the educational program s set in 
place at T he  M arti School. As early teacher Betsy H ughes points ou t in 
the 1987 issue o f  The Miami Valley School Magazine, “ the  little school on
'A paradise for children/  is the way 
Doris Swabb describes the school, 
with play areas, a miniature train, a 
rascally pet monkey, and on-the- 
spot lessons in natural history. 
Children 'adopted' their stick 
horses and had piano lessons from 
gifted musician Gertrude Marti.
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M unger R oad  in 1964 was a m icrocosm  o f  the school in later years.” 
Hikes in the surrounding hills, ra ther than training in team  and indi­
vidual sports, represented M arti School’s physical education program , 
for example, but the passion for fitness and appreciation for good 
health was just as strong as that manifested in m ore comprehensive 
athletic programs o f  later decades. Likewise, a com m itm ent to  skills, 
especially w ritten  and oral com m unication, has expanded in many 
ways but remains as a hallm ark o f  the school’s programs.
Learning at T h e  M arti School was “like going to school in your 
own living room ,” according to Tony Huffm an, one o f  the first stu­
dents. Class size ranged from  six to ten students, offering the vibrant 
learning atm osphere that becam e one o f  the school’s treasured charac­
teristics as well as its legacy to its successor. Early trustee and parent 
Pfeife Sm ith rem em bers M rs. M arti, “a parrot on her shoulder, a 
cigarette in her m ou th ,” as she w ent about the process o f  literally 
building a school, do ing  yardw ork, brick w ork, and classroom prepara­
tion as well. Betsy H ughes recalled, in a 1990 interview, arriving at the 
school for the first tim e in 1964 and finding Susannah G ould  in
B erm uda shorts and 
Jerry  M illhon on 
top o f  the building 
repairing the roof.
Lower school 
classes took  place in 
the “big house,” 
and upper school 
students were 
housed in a small 
red building located 
closer to M unger 
R oad . Admission 
requirem ents were
A group o f children enjoy  a 
hayride, possibly on the Marti 
School site. A  barn was torn  
down soon after the Martis 
purchased the property.
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stringent, and only about a fifth 
o f  applicants were adm itted, 
G eoffrion said, based on perfor­
m ance well above their grade 
levels. T he school p rided  itself on 
preparing students to attend “any 
college o f  their choice.” A key 
ingredient o f  this preparation 
was the low  student-teacher 
ratio, w here students received 
individual attention and learn­
ing was based on discussions 
betw een students and teachers, 
according to Joan W einberg, an 
early teacher at the school.
In a tw o-page 1962 
m im eographed docum ent 
relating to  “General School 
R ules,” dress requirem ents for 
students were outlined, 
delineating “w inter rules” and 
“sum m er rules.” Girls wore 
gray or navy skirts or ju m p ­
ers, plain w hite blouses or 
sweaters, navy bloom ers for 
low er school, gray, navy, or 
w hite  socks, and navy blue 
M arti School blazers. Boys, 
too, w ore blazers, and 
trousers were to be gray or 
tan. “Belts must be w orn  if  
trousers are cut for them .”
A mimeographed handbook  
outlined expectations for students, 
including academ ic requirements, ' 
absence policies, dress code, and 
school rules. With respect to 
"grooming:" students were  
admonished that cleanliness and 
neatness would be required, that 
while pow der and lipstick were 
allowed, no eye makeup, nail polish, 
curlers, or clips could be worn to 
school. Sneakers could be worn 
during "summer rules;" standards 
outlawed jeans, bracelets and 
costume jewelry, and extrem e hair 
Styles. Students wore uniforms that 
included gray or navy skirts or 
jumpers for girls, gray or tan 
trousers for boys, with white shirts 
or blouses, gray, navy, or white 
socks or tights, belts for boys, and 
ties for specific days. Candy and 
gum were outlawed on school 
grounds, and no eating w as allowed 
except at specified tim es and 
Places. Seniors could, however, 
smoke cigarettes with permission  
from their parents. Students were 
not allowed to leave classroom s for 
drinks of water, and only em ergency  
phone calls were perm itted.
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Rules about appearance were few but direct, requiring cleanli­
ness and neatness. For girls, “pow der and lipstick are allowed. N o  eye 
makeup, nail polish, curlers, or clips may be w orn  to school.” Sneakers 
could be w orn  only under sum m er rules. N o  jeans were allowed for 
either boys or girls, and no bracelets o r costum e jew elry for girls.
T he school day opened at 8:20, and students were dismissed at 
2:30. Each student was required to have a “w ell-equipped school bag, 
w ith pen, 6 pencils, eraser, assignment book, etc. Pencils sharpened. 
E nough paper always at hand.” Students were not allowed to chew 
gum  or eat candy, “ either in school or on the grounds,” but seniors 
were allowed to  smoke, w ith parental permission. Leaving the class­
room  for a drink  o f  water was no t perm itted , and students needed 
permission from  teachers to leave their classrooms for any other 
purpose.
Disciplinary action consisted o f  teachers’ “giving time,” that was 
to be w orked off by appearing at the school at “9:00 a.m. on the 
Saturday o f that week and [spending] his allotted time seated quietly 
in the proctored study hall.”
T he school m ade some unique arrangem ents to offer a com plete 
curriculum . Pfeife Smith, a m em ber o f  the Centerville Board o f 
Education during  the 1960s, rem em bers that students often w ent to 
Centerville H igh School for science classes, and C H S students came to 
T he M arti School for advanced w riting  and literature courses. In spite 
o f  spare facilities and the lim itations o f  enrollm ent, resourcefulness 
becam e one o f  the characteristics o f  the school, and teachers’ creativity 
in providing appropriate instruction  resulted in a w ide range o f offer­
ings, from classics to the sciences.
Joan W einberg was n o t only a science teacher, but represented 
the entire science departm ent. She was free to create her own cu rricu ­
lum , she rem em bers, and relied on  students’ interests to plan her 
program. T here was no scientific equipm ent w hen she began, so she 
made trips to the G oodw ill store and calls to the University o f
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D aytons chem istry departm ent in order to procure start-up  supplies 
and equipm ent.
School life buzzed on, w ith adult and younger learners w orking  
together in  m any ways. Even in acquiring supplies for the science 
departm ent, students were deeply involved, offering help by securing 
donations through their ow n contacts in the com m unity  as well as 
their families. W einberg says that as tim e passed, Dr. M arti becam e 
m ore distanced from  the day-to-day operations o f  the school, bu t M rs. 
M arti “was on top o f  everything.” She was clearly aware o f  w ha t o ther 
teachers were doing, but placed few limits on them  in their teaching. 
T he school depended  on  the professional excellence o f  its teaching 
staff. D avid L. Sm ith, w ho  taught art and English at T h e  M arti School, 
rem em bers the excellent students w ho  em erged from  the program , 
including M arc R eisner, au thor o f  Cadillac Desert and R o b e rta  H elm er 
Stahlberg, au th o r o f  Shopping in China and China’s Crafts.
T h e  tradition  o f  “free periods” is extant at M VS today, perhaps 
derived from  those early days o f  T he  M arti School. S tudents in the 
upper school still have opportunities to make decisions abou t their use 
o f  time, ra ther than being assigned to  traditional study halls. W ith  such 
small classes and rigorous academic demands, M arti School students 
did no t “ fall th rough  the cracks.” Teachers were deeply involved in 
know ing their students, and as a result, students were given a great deal 
o f  trust w ith  their ow n tim e ou t o f  class. Seniors cou ld  go hom e 
during  times they w ere n o t in class. M ost students w ere transported  to 
school by parents, often from  long distances, so few could  in fact take 
advantage o f  this liberty. However, the free tim e gave th em  o p p o rtu n i­
ties to  enjoy the  schools beautiful setting and to pursue group  activities 
outdoors.
Som e students though t that the school’s social life was less than 
thriving, especially students w ho boarded. There w ere no  social events 
like prom s o r dances, according to Tony Huffm an. M oira M arti 
G eoffrion, on the o ther hand, recalls a “fine social life” that involved
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w eekend trips to m useum s 
and o ther outings that the 
school offered w ith the 




ized life at T he M arti 
School. W ith  limited 
resources, small 
num bers o f  students, 
and an emphasis on 
academics and 
intellectual rigor, 
the school did 
n o t offer athletic 
programs, 
although certainly 
in its early days it 
gave students oppo rtu n i­
ties for physical activity th rough w ork  at the 
school. E rni Rem ick, a m em ber o f  the M arti 
School class o f 1963, recalled in a 1999 in ter­
view  the “family atm osphere” that the school
was able to sustain, in part th rough its emphasis on the arts, as well as 
its small size. (R em ick later re tu rn ed  to teach at MVS in 1971-72.) 
Two grand pianos in the living room  o f  the “big house” provided 
opportunities for concerts at C hristm as and other com m unity musical 
gatherings. He describes an inform al atm osphere w here w ork, study, 
and play were in tertw ined— the im age o f  a bicycle kept on the second 
floor o f  the school comes to m ind, for exam ple— and o ther reflections 
o f  an inform al atm osphere in w hich  students learned naturally.
I—*
Earliest board m eeting 
minutes were often  
handwritten, as notes 
o f proceedings and 
presentations.
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Like any start-up endeavor, the beginnings o f  the school were 
not w ithou t risk. W einberg points out that in those days “ it was very 
brave o f  parents to send their children to T he  Marti School.” M any 
people simply did not know  w hat to think about the school and its 
programs. Som e thought it was geared toward students w ith discipline 
problems. O th e r m isconceptions abounded as well, but the values o f  
the school ran deep. G ertrude M arti spoke to a 1962 trustee m eeting 
on the them e “ C ulture Goes to School,” stating that the school w ould 
“continue to emphasize taste and aesthetics through such means as 
presenting full texts o f the classics, displaying good art, and avoiding 
that w hich is cheap and easy.” These values represented the singular 
com m itm ents that the school made and reflected the contribu tion  o f  
the early program s to those that would follow.
T he  school’s intellectual climate and small student-teacher ratio 
often inspired students w ho had no t been m otivated in o ther environ­
ments. T hus, T h e  M arti School became an im portant alternative to 
sending students away to  boarding schools. Positive word o f  m outh  
about the schools focused, flexible environm ent drew a slow ly-grow ­
ing enro llm ent from several large high schools in the area. T h e  school’s 
mission was that o f  developing “responsible hum an beings w ho, in 
their search for truth, learn to appreciate and submit to the disciplines 
o f various subjects.”
A lthough it was located in southern  M ontgom ery County, the 
school drew  students from both near and far. Many o f Tony H uffm an’s 
own classmates came from O akw ood and Centerville schools, but 
others cam e from  as far as W ilm ington, O h io  (nearly 50 miles). Later, 
students cam e from Troy, M iddletow n, W righ t Patterson Air Force Base, 
and w hat R u th  M ead describes as “a huge circle around D ayton.” 
C arpooling  was a way o f  life from the beginning o f the school. D oris 
Swabb, w h o  transported several students to T he Marti School each day 
while she assisted w ith the prim ary program , can still rem em ber every 
hom e w here  she stopped and picked up a child, she says.
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T he school continued to attract students from a w ide area, 
a factor that has contribu ted  to its diversity. From its earliest days, the 
school broke racial and o ther barriers that existed in the community. 
T he M artis felt strongly that no student w ith academic promise should 
be excluded because o f  race o r ethnicity, according to Huffman. 
Accordingly, the school drew  students from the A frican-A m erican and 
Jewish com m unities as well as w hite  students from north  and south 
suburban schools. R u th  M ead recalls a later m eeting o f  the trustees, 
w here the issue o f  inviting and w elcom ing students o f  color was 
“heartily endorsed.” Jean M ahoney, early MVS trustee, rem em bers the 
belief that “a superior education will draw people from all parts o f  
Dayton,” regardless o f  travel dem ands— a vision that “proved to be 
true.” Later headmaster W alter “ Ted” Truslow, in an interview  w ith 
alumnus D ou g jen k s, com m ented  that by the m id-1960s, “we probably 
had not only the highest percentage o f  black students o f  any private 
school in the county, but the m ajority  o f  these were full-paying stu­
dents. So there was never the sense that ‘these kids are getting a free 
ride.’ T hat was really very healthy.”
U ncertain o f the school’s future and wary o f  its small size, some 
parents in the com m unity took  a w ait-and-see attitude toward enroll­
ing their children in T he M arti School, but enrollm ent grew  enough 
to necessitate moving upper school classes to what was referred to by 
m any as “ the barracks,” erected in 1959. D escribed by Tony Huffm an as 
“going to school in a quanset hu t,” the new  experience provided a 
practical solution to evolving needs for additional space, even though it 
failed to offer the same character as the schools original buildings. 
Recalling graduation, H uffm an said in an interview  w ith  D o u g jen k s 
that w ith only 12 students in the class, “ it was sort o f  like going to a 
baptism.” A fellow student,Tony H orner, felt that the school should 
have a mascot, like the surrounding  schools (Centerville Elks,
O akw ood Lumberjacks, etc). T h e  class began to refer to  itself as the 
“M arti Muffins,” a nam e that did not, however, stick.
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Slowly, the school began to be know n in the D ayton com m unity  
and was recognized for its academic character. Enrollm ent in 1962-63 
was around 70— the largest student body that T he M arti School ever 
boasted, W alter “Ted” Truslow, later headmaster o f  T h e  M iam i Valley 
School, said in an in terview  w ith  alumnus D o u g jen k s  in  1990. Som e 
felt that the burgeoning  enrollm ent detracted from  the school’s in ti­
m ate atm osphere and directed faculty attention from the daily lives o f  
their students— a sentim ent expressed throughout the school’s history 
w ith  each new  ju m p  in enrollm ent.
In w hat appears to  be the school’s first yearbook, published in 
1963 w ith  Scott C hapm an as editor, a paragraph explaining “T h e  
‘w h y ’ o f  M arti,” student au thor unnam ed, articulated in  an ex tended  
statem ent the school’s organization and mission in specific ways:
Schools are organized endeavors to educate. Like all 
organizations, they have inherent drawbacks. R ousseau, 
in order to educate Emile, w anted to reduce organization 
to the barest m inim um . To be sure, over-organization is 
an evil. B ut organized school w ork is a good, if  parents, 
pupils, and teachers keep a watchful eye on the possible 
drawbacks. Parents m ust see that no school can take over 
their job . Pupils m ust com e to understand that school 
is incapable o f  do ing anything for them — except 
babysitting— as long as they expect to be educated  w hile 
they sit passively, as in a dentist’s chair. T hey m ust gain 
the courage to  speak up w henever a thing has n o t been  
m ade clear to them . A nd teachers must m ake things clear 
in m any different ways, yet no t slip ready-m ade answers 
onto  the pup il’s tongue. T h e  school cannot b u t stress the 
intellect, bu t it m ust know  that the intellectual life is n o t 
the w hole life.
In ano ther statem ent o f  purpose articulated d u rin g  the same 
academ ic year by adm inistrators and trustees, the school declared that 
it was “strictly college preparatory. It is old-fashioned in dem anding  
a diligent acquisition o f  tools— languages and m athem atics— and a
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persistent study o f  ideas: 
scientific, econom ic, 
political, social, moral, 
literary, artistic, philo­
sophical, and religious.” 
W hile the 
intellectual life o f  the 
school was sound, 
m anaging the costs 
o f  educating students 
was a staggering job, 
and the board faced 
deficits o f  m ore than 
$5,000 each year—  
m ade up by 
contributions from 
board m embers. 
T here seemed to 
be a clear need to
A 1960 financial report  
clearly dem onstrates 
the tenuous financial 
status o f the school. 
Board m em bers' names 
are listed at left.
establish the school on m ore firm  finan­
cial foundations, and to find new  leadership to 
m anage the school. O u t o f  this low point in the 
school’s short history arose w hat becam e a 
successful program as T h e  M iam i Valley School, but to those involved 
in the exigencies, these w ere difficult days indeed. T he  leadership and 
vision o f  the p io n eer trustees, as well as their personal sacrifices, were 
clearly w hat m ade the difference between a m oribund  experim ent and 
a robust educational program .
A series o f  som ew hat anguished discussion m eetings took place 
during the first three m onths o f  1963. Participants, draw n from the 
parent and trustee body, agreed that “ the school must stay open; it is 
doing a fine jo b ; it serves a definite need and purpose in the com m u-
18
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nity.” W ith that confidence, the group listed “m inim um  requirem ents” 
for opening in the fall o f  1963.These included additional classrooms, a 
science lab, physical education facilities, additional teachers, equaliza­
tion o f  teacher salaries and consideration to teacher contracts, 
curricu lum  review, and accreditation by the state o f  O hio  o r the 
independent schools association— a process that had already begun, 
according to board m eeting m inutes o f March 5, 1963. R eco m m en d ed  
enrollm ent was 200 students, w ith class sizes o f 12-15.
Facing a deficit o f  $3,655, the board made arrangem ents to 
occupy space in St. Paul’s C hurch, and considered an offer from 
St. G eorge’s C hurch  as well. Seven classrooms were made available at 
St. Paul’s for kindergarten through sixth grade, making expansion o f  
enrollm ent a possibility. T he upper school would continue to  operate 
on the M unger R oad  property, w ith  an expanded science program  that 
included chemistry. O n e  effect o f  m oving classes into expanded facili­
ties was that o f  persuading the com m unity that the school was here to 
stay, according to teacher Joan W einberg. Ensuing enrollm ent growth 
dem anded even m ore space.
Tuition was raised by $50 per year at each level, b ring ing  these 
fees to $325 for kindergarten, $500 for grades 1-3, $650 for grades 4-6, 
and $850 for grades 7-12. T he steps (though o f course n o t the tu ition  
figures themselves) rem ained in place until the 1980s, w hen  tu ition  was 
levelled for grades 1-12.
At the same time, the board o f  trustees began to exam ine the 
possibility o f  new  leadership for the school. Dr. M arti had retired from 
the school and re turned  to his prim ary love— university teaching. 
K now n for his intellectual prowess, he was, R u th  M ead says, “in a 
different stratosphere” from those w ho were engaged in the day-to-day 
dem ands o f  teaching. M arti taught at the University o f  D ayton  and 
A ntioch College, leaving G ertrude M arti as the school’s head, solely 
responsible for the school’s operations. Board action in O c to b e r 1959 
had set Dr. M arti’s salary at $25 per m onth, since he had reached
19
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The Miami Valley School intends to strive 
for excellence in teaching and in the perform­
ance of its students. Its purpose is predicate 
to one of the most essential goals of American 
education—that our leaders of tomorrow must 
be properly challenged, trained to think, and 
stimulated to assume responsibility in their 
communities and in the nation.
The Miami Valley School represents the 
determination of many people in the greater 
D ayton area to m aintain an outstanding 
independent school which will provide chal­
lenging  academ ic courses as w ell as in ­
spirational activities and healthful sports 
program s for th e  capable children of the  
region.
The school, of course, will not be tax sup­
ported, so it will charge tuition to meet its 
expenses. Acknowledging that not all fami­
lies who might wash to provide such an op­
portunity  for their youngsters can afford 
the full tuition, the school will attem pt to 
provide scholarship assistance for qualified 
candidates.
The Miami Valley School is established 
this year, 1964, under new leadership, as suc­
cessor to the Marti School. Miami Valley is 
organized as a non-profit educational corpo­
ration with a Board of Trustees responsible 
for its operation.
retirem ent age 
by then and 
was carrying 
a lighter load, 
while Mrs. M arti 
received $275 
per m onth  for 
her leadership 
o f  the school.
Certainly, the 
intellectual prow ­
ess that the Martis 
brought to the 
school shaped the 1
vision o f  excel- I
lence that has 
characterized the
school in every stage o f  its grow th. T h e  board 
realized, however, that the institu tion required 
leadership that could not only provide a m odel 
for learning, but w ould also b ring  financial 
stability to the still-new school.
A 17-acre portion  o f  W ingm ead Farm, 
donated by Mrs. George H . M ead, provided the opportunity  for the 
school to expand and open at 5151 Denise Drive, and the M ead family 
donated funds for landscaping the new  site as well. W ith the decision 
to relocate the campus came o th er significant decisions that would 
affect the school’s program  and leadership.
O nce the decision had been  m ade to search for new leadership 
and move parts o f  the program  off campus until appropriate space was 
m ade available, the board began its search for a new headmaster and, in 





Ju n io r  an d  Sen io r K in d e rg a r te n ..................$300
1st G r a d e ................................................................. 500
2nd G r a d e ..............................................................  550
3rd G rad e  ..............................................................  600
4 th  G rade  ..............................................................  650
5 th  G rade  ..............................................................  700
6 th  G rad e  ..............................................................  750
7th  G rad e  ..............................................................  800
8th  G rad e  ..............................................................  850
9 th  G rad e  ..............................................................  900
T h e  school expects to  h e lp  m ake a rran g em en ts  
for tran sp o rta tio n  by bus o r s ta tio n  w agon; also , 
p lans w ill inc lude  luncheon  service w hich  p a r ­
en ts a re  encouraged  to  have th e ir  ch ild ren  use. 
Both tra n sp o rta tio n  an d  luncheon  serv ice  will 
constitu te  ad d itio n a l charges a t  cost.
A ddress in q u iry  to:
T h e  M a rti  School 
5885 M u n g e r R oad  
D a y to n  49, O hio 
293-3416 
o r
T h e  M iam i V alley  School 
Room  212, T a lb o tt  T ow er 
D ay to n  2, O hio 
224-0663
'
This brochure, giving 
contact information for 
both The Marti School and 
The Miami Valley School, 
explains the organization  
o f M VS as "successor to  
The Marti School."
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renam ed as T h e  M iam i Valley School. T he school dates its official 
origins from that m om en t in 1964 w hen the reorganization took  place. 
T he M arti School ceased to exist w hen The M iam i Valley School was 
born . B oth  were know n legally as the Dayton Private School, Inc. 
Virtually the same trustees and faculty m em bers served the same 
families w ho  had participated in T he  M arti School— and T he  M iam i 
Valley School initially opened  on the M arti School site. B u t trustees, 
wanting to m ake a clean break after difficult times, n o t only renam ed 
the school, but saw it as an entirely new  educational venture that 
w ould date its h istory  no t from  1956, but from 1964.
M aterials fo r this ch ap ter include surveys re tu rned  by m em bers o f  th e  schoo l com m unity , 
new spaper clippings, tru stee  m ee tin g  m inutes, and o ther p rin t m aterials from  school scrapbooks, as 
well as interview s taped  by  D o u g je n k s  (class o f  1987) w ith  original b oard  m em b er E m ily  Lewis on  
February 12 ,1990; M oira  G eoffrion , daughter o f  Fritz and G ertrude M arti, A pril 2 6 ,1 9 9 0 ; fo rm er 
M arti School studen t Tony H uffm an, February 28, 1990; Pfeife Sm ith (M arch, 1990), N e lson  M ead, 
M ay 3, 1990; Betsy H ughes, A pril 1990; Ted Truslow, January 1990; and by  B arbara C leary  w ith  R u th  
M ead (several occasions, 2000-2003); M argaret Snyder (June 2002), Jean n e tte  and  Jo h n  L acouture 
(Septem ber 2002), Pfeife Sm ith  (August, 2001); E rn i R em ick  (June 1999), Susannah G o u ld  Pierce 
(July 2001), M argaret Snyder (A ugust 2002), M ary  M ead (August 2003) and  D o ris  Sw abb (July 2003).
In addition, th e  fo llow ing source is no ted  in  the text:
1. E -m ail co rrespondence  from  M rs. H .T . M ead, M arch 12 ,2000 .
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From Munger Road 
to Denise Drive ( 1964-1972)
Each era o f  the school’s history is defined in some way by the 
leadership that has served it. Selecting new  leadership for a new  school 
was a daunting task for those w ho  had already been through a great 
deal w ith the M arti School beginnings. O n  the one hand, trustees did 
no t want to com m unicate in any way that the first school had failed 
and that this was a second attem pt. O n  the o ther hand, it was im pera­
tive to begin anew. As in o ther challenging periods o f  the school’s 
history, the vision and leadership o f  trustees in the infant days o f 
T he Miami Valley School are rem arkable indeed.
Finding the right headmaster was 
a challenge, given the youth o f  the school 
and the uncertainty o f  its future stability. 
M inutes o f  one trustee m eeting expressed 
concern  about one well-qualified candi­
date w ho  had decided to take a position in 
a “large school in Virginia,” before he 
could be persuaded to com e to Dayton, 
and one senses a m om entary note o f 
anxiety in the record. Finally, however, 
W alter “Ted” Truslow came to the atten- 
• tion o f  the search com m ittee through a 
contact m ade by R u th  M ead’s parents in 
Chicago, and the school took  steps to
'23
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interview  him and ultimately to estab­
lish him  as head o f  the school, while 
continuing its planning for the future 
o f  that school.
Exacerbating the challenge o f  
finding leadership for the school and 
attracting students was the com m unity’s 
perception o f  T h e  M iami Valley School 
in its early days, as a school for “rich 
kids” or for those w ith  learning prob­
lems, alumnus Joe Williams says. W hen  
his parents enrolled him  in the school, 
he ran across the street to his friend’s 
house to tell him  the 
news, and ask if  
he, too, would
Interviewed for a column entitled 
"Controversial, " in a March, 1965 
issue of Quid Nunc, a student 
publication, Truslow was asked 
what he thought about the 
emerging popularity of the 
Beatles. 'Well, I think they have 
some talent. As far as I'm 
concerned, the effect is basically 
monotonous, and basically 
tuneless... I love music myself, 
and I think the present-day 
enjoyment of folk music is 
harmonious and very good. I'm 
just not in the Beatles' corner.'
This child seem s happy to  have an 
unknown teacher's hand straighten  
her uniform collar.
transfer to MVS. His reply: “N o. N o th in ’s 
w rong w ith me.”
P rior to accepting the position o f 
headmaster o f  T he M iam i Valley School, 
Truslow had been d irector o f  admissions and 
developm ent at Lake Forest Academy in Lake 
Forest, Illinois. An alum nus o f  T h e  Kent School, 
he pursued his undergraduate degree 
at C olum bia U niversity and had 
been a U.S. N avy aviator in the 
south Pacific during  W orld War II. 
H e m ade several visits to Dayton 
to m eet w ith  board m em bers and 
faculty d u rin g  the 1963-64 school 
year. D u rin g  these visits, he real­
ized that i f  he were to accept the
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/P / a n t i n g  t h e  S e e c f
m .
THE N AND NOwf
position, it would be his jo b  to  “m ake the school for all o f  Dayton.” H e 
saw this challenging mission as one in w hich  he would find great 
freedom  to make MVS know n th roughou t the area.
As Truslow s appoin tm ent was announced  in  the D ayton Journal 
Herald, it was acknow ledged that the school had been running  $5,000 
in debt each year since its opening, w ith  deficits made up each year by
con tribu tions.1 W ith  15 children and five 
teachers in the high school program , 
Truslow  rem arked, “T h at’s a ratio o f  3 
to 1. T h a t’s pretty expensive. We d o n ’t 
w ant to  be ju st running  up deficits.” 
G row ing pains associated w ith  
expanded enrollm ent and changes o f  
leadership m oved the school into new  
beginnings as T he  M iami Valley School, 
w here W alter Truslow began his responsi­
bilities, appointed in January 1964 as first 
head o f  the new ly-nam ed school, w ith  
N ancy  H ughes as the first board president 
o f  MVS. Later that year, Truslow and his 
w ife V irginia and their children m oved 
in to  a hom e on  C opperm ill Place, n o t far 
from  the new  school campus, and began to 
prepare for the 1964 school year. N e ig h ­
bors and lifelong friends were W arren and 
Ellen Sm ith. Ellen later taught art in the 
school along w ith  G inny Truslow, and 
eventually becam e chair o f  the fine arts 
departm ent.
A decision to eliminate the upper 
school in the reorganized school program  
was in tended  to give the lower school an
700
The school logo: Headm aster Walter 
"Ted" Truslow recalled that he had 
'stolen' the school's tree sym bol from a 
Christmas card. He liked the idea o f the  
tree  growing and developing in the way  
a child would grow in the school. Later, 
school parent George Houk produced a 
drawing o f the tree that becam e the 
school's official logo. In the school’s 30th 
anniversary year, flags w ere made that 
are now  part of the display in the front 
o f the school. The flagpole itself was 
built by students at the suggestion of 
a donor to the school, according to  . 
Truslow's 1965 headm aster report.
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opportun ity  to  develop and grow, w ith  an ultim ate plan o f  restoring 
the grade 9-12  program as soon as possible. In fact,Truslow  said he 
anticipated that the following year (1965) m ight see the reinstatem ent 
o f n in th  grade if  there were qualified students and appropriate facilities.
Transition to the new  era had been som ew hat difficult, prim arily 
because o f  the struggle to replace the M artis’ p ioneer leadership w ith 
adm inistrators w ho had the skills required to take the school in to  the 
new  era. N onetheless, T he  M arti School had begun on a firm  founda­
tion o f  educational strategy and philosophy, and the faculty had been 
unw avering in its com m itm ent to academ ic excellence. W hat rem ained 
to be developed on this foundation were facilities in w hich to  provide 
the program  on an ongoing basis, and o f  course, the students to  guar­
antee its future. Truslow w ould lead the transition to  new facilities, and
enrollm ent w ould follow, he felt.
The Dayton area has no 
other comprehensive, non- 
denominational independent 
academic school. Yet the area 
harbors great industrial and 
business growth and potential. 
There is a multitude of talent 
available both for outstanding
A difficult decision faced 
Truslow as the new  school year 
loom ed-—one related to  the 
status o f  Mrs. M arti in the 
school. A lthough G eoffrion 
recalls that it had been a trustee 
decision to  release her from  the 
school,T ruslow  said that the
teaching and exceptional student board had given h im  freedom  to
performance. The intent of The 
Miami Valley School is to help 
harness and guide at least a 
portion of this reservoir in the 
making of boys and girls into 
men and women who will strive 
for leadership, initiative, 
resourcefulness, and integrity.'
— sch o ol m e m o  to  parents, 1964
deal w ith  the matter. It may be 
that the board  chose to end her 
leadership position as head o f 
school, w hile the decision to 
retain her as a faculty m em ber 
fell w ith in  Truslow’s purview . In 
any case, the new  head o f  school 
respected G ertrude M arti’s 
prowess as an educator, b u t was
26
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apparently concerned that 
she would find it difficult 
to respond to the school’s 
in tention o f  accepting a 
w ider range o f  students 
than those w ho made 
up T he M arti School’s 
enrollm ent. H er determ i­
nation to create an 
environm ent suitable for 
gifted students m ight 
indeed conflict w ith the 
school’s mission to serve a 
broad and diverse student 
body. In its first year as 
T he MiamiValley School,
22 scholarships were given 
to students, Truslow pointed means a student-faculty ratio of
out in a Dayton Daily News about 10 to 1. This gives US a
article.2 This represented better chance to be thorough in
about 20 percent o f  the getting the work done.'"3
student population.
Truslow has acknow ledged that the decision to ask G ertrude 
M arti to leave was a difficult one, especially in light o f  his own adm ira­
tion for her. But in order to m ake a clean break w ith T he M arti 
School, he felt that he had to m ake this “difficult turnover.” Mrs. M arti 
left the school that she had helped  to establish nearly a decade earlier. 
T he M arti family apparently felt that the decision to release G ertrude 
M arti from the head position had been  made because o f  the M artis’ 
ow n liberal views o f  education. In an interview  w ith alumnus D oug  
Jenks in 1990, Geoffrion asserted that issues o f diversity as well as 
intellectual ideals were at the heart o f  the dismissal o f  G ertrude Marti.
Ted Truslow (right) with 
assistant headmaster 
Jerry  Millhon.
"The primary advantage of the 
private day school, according to 
Mr. Truslow, is its smallness. 'We 
maintain a maximum class of 15 
students,' he said, 'and that
27
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A m ong the am bitious goals that Ted Truslow brought to the 
school was that o f  building a new  facility on  30 to 40 acres o f  the 
W ingm ead Farm donation that could accom m odate 250-350 students. 
To retain the intim ate atm osphere o f  the school, each class w ould have 
no m ore than 15 students.Truslow hoped  that the funds for this 
building project w ould com e from annual donations and endow m ents.
W hile such serious 
strategic planning was taking 
place and new  leadership was 
getting in to  gear, students and 
teachers pursued the learning 
process. T he school’s academic 
program continued the emphasis 
on college preparatory courses 
that had been a focus o f the 
M arti program , as well as its 
nurtu ring  o f  each child’s growth.
“O u r w hole purpose is to be college 
preparatory,” Truslow asserted, even w ith 
the tem porary elim ination o f  upper school 
classes. Truslow was pleased to find that the 
Martis had attracted “an unusually capable 
and imaginative faculty and staff to w ork 
w ith,” especially in the lower grades.
Even w ith a new  focus, new  leadership, and a com m itm ent to 
the future under a new  nam e and a reorganized program , the school 
rem ained at its M unger R o ad  site, although there is evidence that the 
“big house” was no longer used at that time. Betsy H ughes, w ho  began 
teaching in  1964 at T he M iam i Valley School (still located on M unger 
R oad) rem em bers the w arm  informality o f  those days. She also recalls 
problems w ith the facilities in the w inter o f  that year, necessitating the 
rental o f  portable toilets and presaging the need  for new  facilities.
Second grade, 1965: Back 
row: body management 
teacher Beth Friedman, 
Willy Hixon, Hank Barrett, 
Scotty Allen, Sophia Candia, 
Ruthie M ead, teacher Lois 
Unger. Front row : Carol 
Gibson, Edw ard McGinnis, 
Tommy C ote, Colleen  
Young, Beth Silverman, Tod 
Purnhagen, Joe  Williams.
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You arc cordially invited to attend 
the Dedication Ceremony of
T H E  M IA M I VALLEY S C H O O L
5151 Denise Drive, Dayton, Ohio 
Saturday, April 27 ,1968 ,1 :30 P.M.
Addresses by: JAMES M. COX, JR., Publisher, Dayton Daily Newspapers, Inc. 
HERBERT M. DAVISON, Headmaster, Cincinnati Country Day School
First and second graders con tinued  to share a room  in the 
smaller house on the M arti School site. N elson M ead,Jr., like M artha 
M ahoney and others in his 
first-grade class, “kept looking 
to see w hat was going on 
in the second grade,” 
according to his m other, 
perhaps benefiting from  this 
double exposure. O n e  goal 
becam e that o f  having one 
teacher for every grade, no t 
only to assure appropriate instruction , 
but to com m unicate the professional 
quality o f  the education offered by the school.
By this time, the M arti
1968 dedication invitation for  
the Denise Drive campus.
'For those who are 'watching and 
waiting,' the fact that construction 
had to be postponed a year from 
our originally planned start 
constituted a seed of continuing 
doubt. It is certainly clear, also, 
that the delay, due to the now 
settled zoning challenge, upset 
markedly our original financing 
projections and a significant 
amount of funds earmarked 
originally for construction had 
to be diverted to the 1964-65 
operating loss. However, the new  
building is now nearly ready.
We expect to occupy it in March.'
—  Headm aster's report, N o ve m b e r 1965
School “barracks” were outliving 
their usefulness, and the challenges 
o f  m aintaining the original space 
dem onstrated the need for a new  
build ing that w ould lay g round­
w ork  for expanded enrollm ent. In 
1964, before Ted Truslow took  the 
reins as head o f  school, enrollm ent 
had dropped to about 40. As plans 
for construction advanced, the 
prom ise for expansion, however, 
was real, and indeed the enrollm ent 
began to climb after the move to  
the new  building. A 1966 Dayton 
Daily News article announced that 
enrollm ent at M iami Valley School 
w ent from  107 to 170 in the new
29
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building on D enise Drive.
Two years later, a second 
article reported  that 
enrollm ent was 178 in 
1967-68.4 C onstruction  
o f  the new  building 
on the M ead land 
three miles from  T he 
M arti Schools location 
launched T h e  M iam i 
Valley School in to  the 
future at its present 
site on Denise Drive.
Benefactors o f  the 
school, including the 
M ead family, supported
the building project w ithout the need for m ajor fund-raising efforts.
As they had done for so many years, trustees and o ther friends o f  the 
school quietly con tribu ted  to the capital fund to establish the school 
on  firm  footing w ithou t a great deal o f  debt. In fact, “ fund-raising” 
consisted generally o f  determ ining w hose tu rn  it m ight be to ante-up 
to  cover expenses.
Official m inutes o f  trustee m eetings in  the early 1960s reflect the 
anxieties that plagued these leaders o f  the school. M oving on from the
M arti School challenges did not
Headm aster Truslow throws the first shovel 
o f dirt to break ground for the new building 
on Denise Drive while m em bers of the 
school community gather for the occasion. 
Am ong those who can be identified are 
trustee  Pfeife Smith, to  Truslow's right, Jerry  
Millhon, far left, Joann Poppleton, ju st  
above shovel image; Beth Friedman, right of  
Poppleton; teachers Betsy  Hughes, David 
Smith, and Pat Thurston, front row right. 
Congressm an R ob ert Taft is standing on 
platform, hand in pocket.
'Our leaders of tomorrow must 
be properly challenged, trained 
to think, and stimulated to 
assume responsibility in their 
communities and in the nation.'
— program  fo r groundbreaking  
cerem ony, 1965
m ean easy going as they estab­
lished T h e  M iami Valley School. 
Financial uncertainty, expansion 
o f  the program , and the need to 
appeal to a w ider m arket o f  
families w h o  wanted the kind o f  
education that MVS provided
30
T3 /  a n I i  n g t h e  <S e e </
even in its fledgling years represented m ajor challenges to trustees.
A financial statem ent prepared in I960 showed incom e o f  $39,669.55 
(tuition, fees, lunch program , and gifts), and expenses that exceeded 
that am ount by $2,158.52 (see page 18). It was the role o f  the trustees 
themselves to meet that deficit— unfortunately, not a new phenom enon, 
since it had been 
a reflection o f the 
financial struggle 
o f T he Marti 
School as well.
T he perseverance 
and vision o f 
those w ho served 
the school at that 
time brought the 
new program into 
existence and 
assured its survival.
At the same time, there was 
optimism about the school’s fu­
ture. An im portant factor in 
giving the school a new  start 
in late 1963, Truslow said in a 
letter to D oug jenks in 1990, 
was the “favorable state o f  the 
area’s econom y at that time.”
N C R , Frigidaire, D elco 
Products, and others were 
experiencing peak grow th, and 
Dayton in the early 1960s had 
one o f  the highest average 
wage rates in the nation.
Faculty participate in 
field day, 1965. Caption for the 
original photo in the student 
new spaper appears below.
U i r i n g  May , 1 9 65 ,  was t h e  
f i r s t  f i e l d  day  o f  t h e  Miami 
V a l l e y  S c h o o l  . D u r in g  t h i s  
d a t e  t h e r e  was a f a c a l t y  b a s e  
b a l l  g am e,  f t  h ad  b e e n  s a i d  
( b y  a n o b a l  t e a c h e r  t h a t  t h e  
f a c a l t y  would  w ould  win t h e  
game. L i k e  i n  most c a s e s  
when man t h i n k *  l i f e  e a s y  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  t u r n s  o u t  j u s t  
t h e  o p p o s i t . T h e  s t u d e n t » s  
won w i t h  a s c o r e  o f  18 t o  1 6 .
FROM L SFT  TO R IG H T :
D A V ID  SM IT H , J .  C .  M ILLH O N ,
B.iRNARD PR tiC K SR , M RS. T H U R S fuN  
R . S .  GaYLq ,  M R S . HUGHSS, MRS* GOULD 
AND M R. TRUSLOW.
G1VLN TO T H S  SCHOOL BY:
C .  DA BN LY MACK 
JU N K  1 1 .  1 9 6 5
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“T he area was ready for a good independent school,” Truslow believed. 
In the headmasters report o f N ovem ber 1965, he asserted that “The 
independent day school is an increasingly widespread ‘so lu tion’ for 
m any people. T he 
cost o f  the day 
school to families 
w ho  will want an 
excellent educational 
opportunity  will 
continue to be about 
one-half the cost o f  
boarding school.”
(That ratio has 
w idened  w ith respect 
to national boarding 
school tuition aver­
ages, though it 
remains about one- 
half o f  midwest
boarding schools’ fees.) M VS adopted the 
standardized Educational Testing Service
test to facilitate m ore rigorous screening in the admissions process. The 
test was acknowledged to be “ the most effective one we have ever 
used.” W ith  these new  standards in place, a revitalized school mission, 
the promise o f new  facilities, and a focus on  finding the best students 
possible, MVS was poised for growth.
A 1962 planning com m ittee had addressed curricular needs, 
including establishing a 12-year curriculum  plan and h iring  a full-time 
science teacher. It announced  an eventual enrollm ent o f  260 students. 
Plans for the new build ing promised 11 classrooms and a gym , w ith 
space for 165 students, the Dayton Daily News announced.'’ This first 
phase o f  developm ent, including land, was to  cost $465,000.
An early art show  offered  
opportunities to exhibit 
work by students of art 
teacher David Smith.
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As in the case o fla te r  expansion efforts, the original building 
plan m et w ith opposition from neighbors, and the W ashington T ow n­
ship Board o f  Z on ing  Appeals (BZA) denied perm ission for the 
construction o f  the building. T he  A pril 7, 1964, B Z A  decision was 
appealed in C o m m o n  Pleas C o u rt, M ontgom ery  County, and was 
reversed by Judge D o n  R . Thom as the following July based on argu­
ments that the B ZA  denial had been “ illegal and unconstitutional.”
The schools attorneys, Paul Lacouture and trustee Charles Bridge, 
argued the case, po in ting  to  case law that established precedents for 
public and parochial schools, and suggesting that applying different 
criteria to independent private schools constituted discrim ination.
In his brief, Lacouture po in ted  out that m ost o f  the neighbors 
supported the school’s build ing plans, but that it had been only four 
opponents w ho had succeeded in influencing the B ZA  in its denial. 
Hadley Watts, superin tendent o f  C enterville-W ashington Township 
Schools, testified that “ in every m etropolitan area there should be a 
private school, and a private school on this tract w ould be a plus factor 
for the Dayton area.” This testimony, as well as that from M ontgom ery  
C ounty superin tendent o f  schools Paul E dgington supporting the 
concept, articulated the cooperative and supportive relationship be­
tween T he M iami Valley School and its public school counterparts. 
Indeed, Donald E. Overly, superin tenden t o f  C enterville Schools, later 
served as a m em ber o f  the M VS board o f  trustees during  R o b ert 
Fatherley’s tenure as headmaster.
At the O ctober 26 groundbreaking cerem ony for the new 
facility, designed by C incinnati architects G artner, Burdick, Bauer and 
Nilsen, O hio  C ongressm an R o b e rt Taft, Jr. (father o f  O h io ’s curren t 
governor) spoke o f  the school’s com m itm ent to  excellence, asserting 
that it “ ...must and will provide leadership in the community.”
Am ong the guests at the dedication, presided over by Mrs. R o b ert D. 
Hughes, Jr. (Nancy), first president o f  the M VS board  o f trustees, were 
Rev. R aym ond A. R oesch , president o f  the U niversity o f  Dayton;
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Dr. Philip Bordinat, d irector o f  general college studies for the Dayton 
branch o f  M iam i and O h io  State Universities (predecessor to W right 
State University); Dr.W. E m erson R eck , vice president o f  W ittenberg 
University; Hadley Watts, W ashington Township superin tendent o f  
schools; and E ric N. Lindblade, headm aster o f  R idgew ood  School 
in Springfield.
In the p rin ted  program  for the groundbreaking event, the 
purpose o f  the school was articulated:
The M iam i Valley School intends to  strive for excel­
lence in teaching and in the perform ance o f  its students.
Its purpose is predicate to  one o f the m ost essential 
goals o f  Am erican education— that our leaders o f  
to m o rro w  must be properly challenged, trained to 
th ink , and stimulated to assume responsibility in their 
com m unities and in the nation.” T h e  statem ent added 
that the school represented the  “determ ination  o f  many 
people in  the greater D ayton area to  m aintain an 
outstanding independent school w hich  will provide 
challenging academic courses as well as inspirational 
activities and healthful sports program s for the capable 
children o f  the region.
“ C hild ren  o f  the reg ion” was an apt expression to describe the 
broad arena from  which the school drew.
D uring  the construction o f  the 
building, classes were held 
both at the M arti School 
site (grades 4-9) and 
Southm inster Presbyterian 
C hurch (pre-kindergarten- 
grade 3). Barbara Brown 
rem em bers attending
An early cartoon in the
kindergarten  in  the church school new spaper illustrated
the experience of
facility in 1965, before the building transportation to school.
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This drawing in the 
school newspaper 
(The Miami Valley 
Commonweal) in 1966
had been constructed at 
the present site, and then 
beginning first grade in 
the new  building. H er 
teachers were Joann 
Poppleton for first grade 
and, later, Lois U nger in 
second grade on the 
D enise Drive campus. 
Teacher Sue Gould drove 
a brand-new  V W  bus to 
transport children from 
St. Pauls C hurch and 
Southm inster Church.
Joe W illiams remembers 
prim ary-grade children 
walking to the bus, 
“w earing coats and ties 
and carrying briefcases 
like little businessmen.” 
Everyone had a briefcase, 
he says, and wore “ tie
shoes only.” As he got older, he rode a bus driven by Mr. Webb, w ho 
regularly “threatened to take his belt o ff and whip us” w hen his riders 
acted up. Third grader Jim  Bahr, W illiams says, could effectively imitate 
a police siren realistic enough that Mr. Webb w ould pull over before 
realizing that it was B ahr s m ischief. “O ff would com e the belt,” 
Williams adds. Later, Jean W yan drove a small van from  Troy, carrying 
students from that area. K now n to her passengers as “ flyin’Wyan,” she 
continued to deliver students to MVS for many years.
Jerry C. M illhon, a teacher from  1964-68 and an administrator 
until 1972, recalls the transition from  the barracks on M unger R oad  to
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w here a highlight was “prepar­
ing and sharing dinner in a
the new  Denise Drive site,
rem em bering in particular the 
camaraderie o f  the faculty and 
the determ ination o f  teachers 
and students to establish a
strong program. Team building, 
he rem em bers, was facilitated 
in one case w ith a retreat
tree” at the W oodhull Farm 
near East Alexandria. M illhon
A physical education class in the new  
gym, 1969. To p reserve  the finish on 
the w o o d  floor, students and faculty
m em bers rem oved street shoes before, , * i i  r n t f v t r r  >  t r r n u t f u  m i c c i  n w t
rem em bers too, that in cutting brush gathering for morning meetings.
to prepare for expansion o f  the
school, he got a case o f  poison ivy, only two w eeks before his wedding. 
M illhon him self came to MVS because o f  the chance it provided “ to 
grow  som ething,” and because he relished an opportun ity  to w ork with 
TedTruslow, w hom  he had known since his ow n high school days.
Even w ith rapid physical growth and burgeoning  enrollm ent, the 
school continued its emphasis on small classes. “ O u r prim ary  emphasis, 
however, is in basic verbal skills. This is one o f  o u r basic advantages.
By being so small, w e are able to do a m ore thorough  jo b  [of] giving 
the students a background in this im portant aspect,” Truslow  said in 
1966. Certainly, the seeds o f  a strong program  w ere planted early, and 
planning even at that early stage called for construction  o f  space to 
accom m odate 400-500 students through 12th grade.7
M eanw hile, the program  moved toward a “ departm entalized” 
approach, w ith  teachers instructing in their specialties ra ther than 
serving in self-contained classrooms. Assistant head M illhon  was 
enthusiastic about the change, pointing out in  the student publication 
Commonweal that students would profit from teachers’ expertise, while 
becom ing accustom ed to a variety o f m ethods o f  teaching. R espond-
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ing to apparent assertions that hom ew ork  load w ould be larger, sup­
porters pointed to bo th  the advantages and disadvantages o f  the system, 
and applauded the resulting approach: hom eroom s for K -3, a partly- 
departm entalized approach in fou rth  grade, and a fully-developed 
departm entalized system in fifth grade. These views were sum m arized 
in an article by student Angela Byrd that appeared in a fall issue o f  
Commonweal, the student publication.
T he first building at the D enise D rive site was no t com pleted 
until April 1966. D u rin g  the construc tion  stage, classes continued  to  be 
held at the M arti School site, as no ted , but by then it was know n as 
T he M iami Valley School. After the move, the school continued to 
expand, making room  for increasing enrollm ent levels. By D ecem ber o f  
1967, a new  gym w ith  a stage, four m ore classrooms, and an art room  
had been com pleted on the D enise D rive site. A ju n io r high basketball 
team made its debut in the new  gym  in the 1967-68 season, garnering  
an 8-2 win-loss record.
Teacher Shirley Lane with kindergarten, 1971. M em bers o f the class w ere Julie Bedford, 
Nina Cappel, Chris Evans, David Ferguson, Michiko Franklin, Elizabeth Grant, P eter Hart, 
Mark Herrlinger, Scott M acDonald, Michael M acGuire, D exter M ead, Aaron Pieplow, Lisa 
Stein, Gordon Stuart, Tommy Thomas, Sherri Watkins, Suzanne Weizenbaum, Kathy Gould, 
and Kathryn Day. The path through the w ood s was named in Lane's memory after her 
death in 1973.
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'atr^ tLm&T?‘Ĵ ijvdr  X .  kw ^tt& A  4-o (A tcs, 
\k<|i*/thuA_/' o a  7V jlc | cue. I wzlo
6»_ V\Â uOî  ;
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This note sent by  Ted Truslow when the school ce lebrated its 25th anniversary 
reveals his deep  fondness for the school.
Even as the new  school rose, certain traditions had already been 
established.Truslow greeted each student w ith a handshake every 
m o rn in g — a tradition later revived by Joe  Zaluski w hen  he became 
low er school principal and kept alive to  the present, in  the form  o f 
curbside greetings o f  low er school children and their parents each 
m orn ing . (In the upper school, m ath teacher Bob Flavin often greets 
students in the front hallway as they en ter the building.) T he  new 
headm aster supported  the practice o f  students’ w earing uniform s. Jean 
M ahoney, an early trustee o f  the school, rem em bers that m any parents 
com m issioned a w om an w h o  lived on R iverside D rive to make the 
uniform s that students wore. “We bou g h t yards and yards o f  the plaid 
w ool fabric, and then  to o k  the m aterial to the dressmaker w ho created 
the  uniform s,” M ahoney says.
T he  M others’ Association, p rogenitor o f  today’s Parents’Associa­
tion , was an active group. M eetings were often held at the M ead hom e, 
o r parents gathered around potluck dinners at the Bollings’ hom e
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(Vincent and Elana) or in classrooms at the school, sitting, M ahoney 
remembers, “on those little chairs.”
As physical facilities grew, so too did enrollm ent. In 1964-65, the 
school num bered 85 students and nine teachers. Enrollm ent had begun 
to shoot up w ith the com pletion o f  the first building on Denise Drive 
in April 1966, as noted earlier, w ith  a larger jum p  than had been 
anticipated.6 W hile the school was no t yet in a predictably stable 
financial situation, the jum p  gave a little breathing room  to teachers 
and administrators. K indergarten teacher M ary M organ remem bers 
that she not only got a salary increase w hen Ted Truslow became 
headmaster, but was also surprised to receive “my first allotment o f 
supply m oney” to cover necessities for classroom activities.
W ithin  two years o f  build ing the new  school, a new gym was 
erected on its north  side. Before that facility was opened, Joe Williams 
remembers that “ the greatest treat was taking afternoon classes off 
and riding the bus to [Fred and Pfeife] Sm iths’ farm on Mad R iver 
R oad to play basketball on the plank floor o f  their big green barn.” 
Those w ho were being punished for m inor transgressions at school 
were left behind, he says (perhaps know ing that experience first hand).
B ut “to play basket­
ball inside that barn 
in the dead o f  w inter 
was sublime.”
The school 
fielded a baseball 
team in the early 
days after the move 
to Denise Drive. 
Uniforms were w hite 
tee shirts and blue 
jeans. Joe Williams 
remembers playing
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Low er school students wearing 
uniforms participate in activity in 
gym, as unidentified adult ties a 
child's shoe. Photo was taken in the 
gym (now upper school commons).
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Van Buren, a team w ith beautiful uniform s and a “ real field.” Van 
Buren scored 30 runs in the first inning; the opposing coach suggested 
that MVS concede, and as they drove off in the bus, they watched the 
Van Buren team  begin a regular practice. “We m ight have w on if w e’d 
had real uniform s,” som eone said.
M any faculty m em bers as well as students have com m ented on 
the w arm  atm osphere fostered by the school, no t only in its earliest 
years, but also through the move to Denise D rive and the ensuing 
expansion. M organ remem bers how  surprised she was to be consulted 
in m aking plans for the new  building. In a m eeting  w ith  architects, she 
recalls, she noted that the children w ould get “ awfully wet waiting to 
be picked u p ” in one o f  the proposed designs. “ H e actually groaned as 
he made a note to provide an overhang.”
M em ories o f  those early years em phasize the sense o f  com m u­
nity that developed 
am ong teachers, 
students, and parents. 
Ellen “ K itty” N. 
Duell, w ho taught 
from  1965 to 1969, 
rem em bers w ith 
fondness being in 
her classroom early 
in the day, preparing 
for her classes and 
hearing fellow 
teacher Joann Poppleton, in the adjoining 
room  with folding partition  betw een them, 
whistling “Edelweiss” as she, too, w ent about 
her preparations for children. Duell recalls 
m oving into the new  building. “ I loved the 
big windows,” she says, the colorful blue
Several o f those who played 
leadership roles in the early 
days o f M V S gathered for the 
school's 20th anniversary 
celebration in 1984. Pictured  
are Pfeife Smith, Virginia 
Truslow, Walter "Ted"
Truslow, Ruth M ead, F. Jean  
and Annabelle Cummings, 
and Nelson M ead.
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Annabelle Cummings' sixth 
grade class in 1967-68. M em bers  
o f the class, listed in the school 
directory, were Mike Anthony, 
Kelly Blakely, Toya Boykin, Kirk 
Branner, Dan Cote, Jamie Cote, 
Lance Friedman, John Heller, 
David Lombard, Martha 
Mahoney, Cathy Margolis, John  
Oakman, Mary Piccirillo, Jay  
Thomas, Rich Weber, Jay  
Woodhull. (How many can you  





o f  the build­
ing, as well as 







him self used to entertain  students, 
playing and “singing from Maine 
(quite well) at school gatherings,” 
according to then-studen t Barbara 
Brown.
Preoccupied by its own grow th 
and developm ent, the school was 
no t
w ithout connection to outside events. 
Brown recalls that second grade teacher 
Lois U nger read a chapter from  a book  
every day at lunch, som ething students 
looked forward to and enjoyed. T he  
serenity o f this experience did n o t inure 
them  to the effects o f  w orld  events, 
however. “ I rem em ber seeing M rs. 
U nger cry w hen M artin  L uther K ing Jr. 
was assassinated,” B row n says.
In a 1964 article in Quid Nunc, the
Body management 
classes emphasized  
balance and flexibility.
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earliest MVS student newspaper, Karl Schwartz expressed interest in 
the “changing pow er in the U.S.S.R.,” w hich  had brought “ a stir in the 
stock m arket.”
In a 1974 Phloem & Xylem  article celebrating the school’s tenth 
year, C hris Beust rem em bered the w arm , family atm osphere o f  the 
school, bu t also recalled the contrasting form ality that was translated 
into student behaviors: “We stood up at a tten tion  w hen  M r.Truslow  or
any adult entered 
a room ; the 
upper grades 
wore coats and
ties, and the 




Hughes rem em ­
bers that the 
school com m u­
nity7 gathered for 
assemblies that “began w ith  a prayer 
and ended  w ith a song, sometimes 
‘A C apital Ship,’ ” led by the Latin 
teacher, fkev. Gayle. Parents Jean 
M ahoney  and R u th  M ead recall the 
m ini courses, including sewing classes w ith  V irginia “G inny” Truslow 
in a room  above the gym (now the college counselling office) in w hat 
was a precursor to the Im m ersion P rogram  that developed several years 
later. A lum na Julie Rollins rem em bers her sewing class and the room  
w here it was held. “ It seemed h idden away and had a nice view.”
Joe W illiam s, whose father was trustee president and a good 
friend o f  TedTruslow , remem bers Truslow  “ walking the halls singing
M VS faculty, 1965: Kitty Duell, 
Barbara Collier, headm aster Truslow, 
Joanne Poppleton, Lois Unger, Beth  
Friedman. Back: Jerry  Millhon, bus 
driver Carl (?) W ebb, Winifred 
Wallbaum, B etsy  Hughes, Martha 
Altherr, Pat Thurston, Janice Morgan.
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show tunes and bear-hugging or head-locking students.” He chain­
smoked True Blues, W illiams says, and there was always a full ashtray on 
his desk. (O f course, Williams adds, in those days “ the teacher’s lounge 
was one great smoke cloud. Students were forbidden to enter, and you 
couldn’t see w ho was across the room  w hen you w ent looking for 
extra help.’’) O n  annual field days,Truslow w ould play in the student- 
teacher soccer game, teasing the students by “picking up the ball w ith 
his hands and runn ing  down the field... then drop-kicking the ball into 
the goal amid loud protests from students.”
Teachers thrived on opportunities to juggle a variety o f responsi­
bilities in the early days, as they continue to do today. Ted Truslow 
insisted on teachers’ versatility and expected them  to take on a variety 
o f  new challenges. In the 1960s, that may have m eant improvising with 
space and time resources, teaching a “m ini course” in auto repair or 
gourm et cooking, or finding opportunities for children w ith diverse 
needs to grow and learn. T hat tradition continues in the new century 
as teachers take on a variety o f  roles, from coaching a new  middle 
school athletic team  to participating in a Muse M achine dance lesson, 
or gaining skill w ith new  technologies that w ould help children 
prepare a m orning news show  and a PowerPoint presentation on an 
Emily Dickinson poem . S tudent leadership has been fostered through 
the years by teachers w ith a “ can -d o ” approach to learning, w ho 
com m unicate this attitude to  students in and ou t o f  class, in Project 
Period week and student governm ent alike.
W hile this atm osphere fostered independence and leadership, 
student democracy did no t always go smoothly, o f  course. Teacher 
M ary Morgan rem em bers an assembly w here som eone proposed 
keeping kindergartners ou t o f  field day activities. Grades 1-4 voted 
overwhelmingly to do so. T h en  another suggested, “Let’s keep first 
grade out,” and grades two, three, four, and kindergarten supported 
that m otion. T he process seem ed to be out o f  control w ith the next 
m otion, to keep second graders out, w hen teacher Lois U nger called
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for an end to the exercise 
in dem ocratic process 
and beseeched the 
students to “be nice to 
each other.”
In The Miami Valley 
School Commonweal’s 
“new  school issue”
(M arch 1966), a typed, 
student-produced publi­
cation, editor Bill Smith 
com pared Ted Truslow s 
vision o f  a unique school 
to that o f  the C ontinental Congress w ith 
its lofty vision o f  a new  country. “B oth  the 
framers o f  the C onstitu tion and our head­
master had som ething in com m on.T hat 
som ething was the building o f  a better 
America. M r.Truslow  is doing his share in 
bettering  A m erica by providing a good 
foundation o f  educational developm ent for
tom orrow ’s potential leaders.” In the same issue, a proposed floor plan 
o f the new  facility appeared.
In 1964, the school had enrolled 75 students; by the time Ted 
Truslow left the headmaster position in  1972, it had grow n to 300 in 
grades K -9 .“ It is wise to leave w hen the rewards o f  achievem ent are 
prevalent and the school is strong, and to let new  leadership and fresh 
ideas com e in for the next phase o f development,” Truslow com m ented 
in a February 1972 interview  w ith the suburban Times newspapers as 
he announced  his departure. W hile an article by David M. H erd in the 
Dayton Daily News asserted that Truslow was leaving the school “be­
cause o f  disagreements about how fast the school should expand to
A  classroom in the first M VS  
building. This room is now part 
o f  the upper school's Lange 
Library. Since this picture was 
taken in 1965, the library space  
has been nearly doubled, to the 
left beyond these windows, 
through the generosity o f the 
Lange family. The current 
glassed-in office area is located  
approxim ately where the round  
table in the foreground stands.
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upper grades and over his role as fund-raiser,” Truslow saw the so- 
called disagreements as a m anifestation o f  the changing role o f  the 
headmaster. “Being a headm aster and being concerned w ith kids and 
spending a lot o f  tim e w ith  them  is one thing,” he said. “ It is quite 
another to spend a lo t o f  tim e o u t raising money.” T he percentage o f  
his time devoted to this external activity had increased, he acknow l­
edged, signalling a change in the dem ands on the position that w ould 
continue to evolve th roughou t the life o f  the school.
Truslow accepted a position  as head o f  Park School in Buffalo, 
N ew  York, w here he and his family m oved in the sum m er o f  1972, 
leaving a school well prepared to  m eet the challenges o f  its next stage 
o f  developm ent and having accom plished the charge that he had been 
given w hen he m oved to D ayton  from  Lake Forest to becom e M iam i 
Valley School headmaster. A t the tim e o f  his death in August 2003, he 
was retired from the V erm ont Academy, Saxtons River, Verm ont, w here 
he had served as dean o f  students and director o f  college counseling.
As no ted  in the in troductory  chapter, sources for this retrospective include surveys re tu rned  by 
m em bers o f  the school com m unity, school scrapbooks, new spaper clippings, yearbooks, faculty and 
trustee m eeting  m inutes, and o th e r p r in t m aterials, as w ell as interview s taped by D o u g je n k s  in  an 
undergraduate history project w hile  he  was a s tu d en t at the U niversity  o f  D ayton in 1990 and those 
conducted  by the author from  1999-2003. M aterial in  this section was draw n from  interview s by 
D o u g jen k s  (class o f  1986) w ith  N elson M ead, M ay 3, 1990; Ted Truslow, January  1990; and by 
Barbara C leary w ith  R u th  M ead (several occasions, 2000-2003); Jean M ahoney (May 15,2003); Pfeife 
Sm ith (August, 2001); E rni R em ick  (June 1999), Susannah G ou ld  Pierce (July 2001), Annabelle 
C um m ings (2003), M ary M ead (August 2003) and  D o ris  Swabb (July 2003).Truslow  also w ro te  a 
lengthy letter to Jenks on January  19, 1990, p rov id ing  an additional source for inform ation  abou t the  
school.
In  addition, the following sources are n o te d  in  the  text:
1. Sm ith, Gabrielle, “Longer R o ll C all at M iam i Valley,” D a yton  D a ily  News, Septem ber 21, 1966.
2. “ Longer R o ll Call at M iam i Valley,” 1966, and  “D ed ica tio n  Scheduled,” D ayton D a ily  News,
1968.
3. (in caption): “M VS Plans for O p e n  House,'’’Jo u rn a l Hera ld, 1966)
4. “N ew  M arti H eadm aster A ppointed: S chool is R eo rgan ized , R enam ed ,” D ayton Journa l Herald,
1964.
5. M arlene Berensci, “Prep C am pus R ea d y  to  R ise ,” D a yton  D a ily  News, M arch 22 , 1964
6. “M VS Plans for O pen  H ouse,” D a yton  D a ily  News, 1966
7. “D edication  Scheduled,” D a yton  D a ily  N ew s  1968. A n nouncem en t o f  the  building prom ised 11 
classrooms and a gym, w ith  space for 165 students. (Ted T ruslow  s headm aster report in N ovem ber,
1965, reported  capacity o f  150 students.) This first phase o f  developm ent, including  land, was to  cost 
$465,000.
45
U  h  e J f f  i  a m i  T) a /  J  e y  S c h o o l
J f
I E  P L A N T S
A T R E E  T O  
B E N E F I T  A N O T H E R  
G E N E R A T I O N .
—  G i c e r  o
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The Fatherley Years 
( 1972-1979)
Five m en were arrested inside the D em ocratic National H ead­
quarters in the W atergate com plex in 1972, opening w hat was to 
becom e known as the W atergate affair; R ichard  N ixon  was re-elected 
in a landslide victory; and George Wallace was shot in an assassination 
attem pt. Locally, D ayton C ity Schools announced a budget deficit that 
would necessitate closing schools for nearly tw o m onths, since state
laws did no t allow districts to operate 
in deficit positions. L’Auberge, D ayton’s 
only four-star restaurant, was only a 
small restaurant know n as “The Inn,” 
and the dow ntow n Arcade was reno­
vated and reopened w ith shops and 
eating places.
W hile these external conditions 
may have initially seemed somewhat 
rem ote to students and teachers in their 
everyday attention to the educational 
process, they represented forces that 
w ould shape the landscape o f the 1970s 
both  inside and outside the school and 
outline the issues represented in daily 
news reports. A new  headmaster, the
Long-time teacher Leila 
McCluskey in a characteristic 
position, on the floor with a 
reading child, in 1974.
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celebration o f  the schools first graduation, and the expansion o f 
programs riveted the attention o f  those inside the school in the early 
years o f  the decade, though students began to pay increasingly closer 
attention to the social and political forces that affected life in their 
decade.
W hat was rem em bered as an early characteristic o f  the school—  
its sense o f  family and collegial w arm th— continued  to characterize the 
com m unity  through the next decades, even through a dizzying succes­
sion o f  changes and new programs. Alm ost w ithou t exception, teachers 
recall w arm  and supportive relationships w ith  their colleagues and 
professional yet caring support from  administrators. T he pho to  o f a 
faculty softball team that appeared in the previous chapter captures the 
fondness that colleagues had for each o ther even in play.
Phyllis Crane Thom pson, a parent, and a teacher from  1967 to 
1971, recalls her friendships w ith  o ther teachers. T hey form ed, she says, 
a closely knit group w ho got together “even in the summers.” 
A nnabelle C um m ings’ m em ories include the close relationships with 
her students, in a “give-and-take atm osphere.” She rem em bers the 
annual field days w ith all students and teachers participating; spring fair, 
w ith older students helping younger ones (and 
C um m ings herself som etimes dressed as a clown 
and know n as the “pocket lady,” for the benefit 
o f the younger children); the H allow een parades 
for all ages; and “ the first day in the fall w hen 
teachers and students w ould em brace.” Ellen 
“K itty” D uell, associated w ith the school as teacher from  1965-69 and 
as parent from 1971-77, says simply, “ it was a family.” In this atm o­
sphere, the annual Halloween costum e parade was som ething that 
“ everyone got into,” says R u th  M ead. She rem em bers that her cos­
tum ed  children requested that she drop them  off for school some 
distance away, believing that others w ould  guess their identities because 
they m ight recognize her car.
Sense of purpose 
helped create sense 
of community. 'It was 
a family,' says early 
teacher Kitty Duell.
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W hile this spirit derived 
no doubt in  part from the size 
o f  the com m unity, it seems also 
to have em erged from a sense o f  
purpose that characterized the 
still-pioneer days o f  the school.
T he p ioneering spirit that had 
led founders o f  T he M arti 
School to establish their school 
carried the new  M iam i Valley 
School forward as its teachers 
developed new  approaches and 
m et new  challenges in the 1970s.
W hat Ted Truslow had 
called the “next phase o f  devel­
opm en t” began w ith the appo in tm ent o f  R o b e rt Science teacher Conrad
Hinds, Ph.D., with Bob  
E. Fatherley as headmaster o f  the fledgling Fatherley, 1971
school. T he foundation was in place for new  leadership to take the 
school forward through a perio d  o f  im m ense change. Values em bodied 
by the little M arti School were fostered th rough  this period  o f  change.
W hen  Fatherley came to the school as headm aster in 1972, he 
sensed the spirit o f  com m unity  im mediately. “ I found a school... that 
was close knit and w arm , families w ho knew  each o ther and the 
faculty....” His predecessor, Ted Truslow, had created “family” by h iring 
teachers w ho developed w arm  relationships w ith  each other and w ith 
parents as well as w ith their students.
In a letter announcing the headm aster appointm ent, board 
president Joseph W illiams addressed n o t only Fatherley s qualifications 
but also the role o f  the headm aster in the new  school: “T he principal 
responsibility o f  the headm aster is to inspire, to  lead, and to coordinate 
the talents o f  the school com m unity.” 1 Fatherley, w ho  held an under­
graduate degree from M iddlebury C ollege and a m aster’s from the
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U niversity o f  Pennsylvania, had been associated w ith Q uaker schools, 
including Friends Academy, Locust Valley, NY, w here he had served as 
an elem entary principal. H e b rough t fourteen years’ experience in 
schools to his new  role at T he M iam i Valley School and had taught at 
virtually all levels, from  elem entary to college classes.
T he new  headm aster saw bo th  the w arm , nu rtu ring  environm ent 
o f  the school and its potential for grow th and change. Fatherley says 
that he cam e to the school because o f  its “ im m ense openness and the 
feeling o f  hum anity  that seem ed to be exuded by the concrete walls 
themselves.” N o tin g  the school’s willingness to take risks, he says he 
found the fledgling school to be “way ahead o f  the curve” in its 
potential for a strong future.
Fatherley reflected on the k ind o f  school he had found in 1972, 
w hen  he launched his 7-year career at M VS. “ It was a w arm  elem en­
tary school environm ent w hen I arrived, in its organization as well as 
in its th ink ing— about parents, teachers, families.” T he trustees w anted 
a fine college preparatory 
program , and Fatherley s 
challenge was to move the 
school in this direction 
w ithou t sacrificing the family 
spirit that Ted Truslow had 
built and fostered.
As the tenure o f  Bob 
Fatherley began, the school 
com m unity  was focused in 
large m easure o n  m aking the 
m ost o f  the new  environm ent in  w hich  
it found itself, b u t it could not help 
reflecting ex ternal factors as well.
Society had changed dramatically in the 
period  since T h e  M arti School had been
The 1975 yearbook staff and a red- 
and-white Chevy box van— a sign 
o f the times. On top: Julie Isaacson, 
Mark Ebeling, Jack Boyles.Charlie 
Plunkett in passenger seat; front: 
Chris Beust, Lydia Hobart, Rachel 
Hobart, Noel Vaughn, Lindsay 
Roberts. On ground: Jeff Williams, 
Judi Marks.
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Creative visual expression  
and emphasis on the arts 
was a legacy of The Marti 
School and later, a vital part 
of learning at The Miami 
Valley School and a key  
value expressed in the 
school's philosophy. Here, 
Chris Fatherley is intent on 
his work.
founded, and the school dici not entirely 
escape the period o f  upheaval that character­
ized the sixties and seventies. In an age o f 
com parative innocence about the dangers o f 
tobacco use, the new  building on Denise 
D rive had a sm oking porch, located outside a 
door that becam e the entrance to the middle 
school com m ons in a later building project 
(just beyond room  11), to accom m odate 
student smokers w ho had permission from 
their parents to indulge. A treatise on the 
V ietnam  War, w ritten  by student Dabney 
M ack, appeared in the student publication, 
Commonweal, and students were no t im m une 
to the political forces and debates that surged 
in the nation. Julie Rollins says that at age 12, 
she had been outraged about the fact that 
18-year-olds had to go and fight. W ith an
adolescent’s sense o f the injustice, she refused 
to stand for the Pledge o f  Alle­
giance or the national anthem  
during an assembly.
Nonetheless, day-to-day life 
in the school was m arked m ore by 
attention to field hockey scores and 
to new students than to the Great 
Society. The first issue o f  the 
student newspaper, Phloem & Xylem, 
in 1973 gave no clue about student 
interest in the outside world.
Senior Pam Klein explained the 
publication s nam e in a front-page
7 970s-era dress code: 'Certain items 
of clothing will not be perm itted, as 
listed below:
1. Undershirts may not be worn 
as outer garments. "Miami 
Valley" shirts and crew neck, 
short-sleeves sports shirts 
may be worn.
2. Hats in the school building.
3. Shorts, except for athletics.
4. Any extreme or unusual styles 
or clothing which is ripped, 
frayed, dirty, or in poor repair.'
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article, “O u r N am e 
and Why,” articulat­
ing the biological 
origins o f  the words, 
components to the 
nourishing and 
respiratory functions 
o f  a tree. “W ithout the 
phloem  and xylem, 
the inner pulp o f  a 
tree would never 
exist, and this paper
Wouldn’t be w orth the paper it’s printed on,” Floor plan: upper and lower
school buildings.
she declared in this inaugural issue. Advisors
were Betsy Hughes and Florence Krahling (who had jo ined the faculty in 
1969), with assistance from student teacher Kristin Kopp in that first year.
Student dress codes changed, d ropping the required uniform  
early in the M iami Valley School days. Students had pushed the limit 
w ith  uniform s in 1969-70, says alumna Julie Rollins, w ith one girl 
w earing a rabbit fur jacket all the time, and others donning colored 
and patterned shirts instead o f  the requisite w h ite  blouse. Finally,
“M r.Truslow  wearily gave in, even allowing girls to wear dress slacks!” 
although he was, she says, sad about the decision, for he believed that 
students w ho “dress well, act well.” In a 1966 Dayton Daily News 
interview, Truslow said that “the m others are behind  the uniform  more 
than I am,” however.
R u th  M ead rem em bers heated discussions at M others’Associa­
tion  meetings over the issue o f decorum  in dress, and the tension that 
lay betw een requiring uniform s and the students’ right to “ express 
themselves.” Bob Fatherley inherited these issues and o ther challenges 
as he faced the prospect o f  leading both  the students and the school 
itself into adolescence and beyond. A nd w hile uniform s were no
MM1 Of 4C\*OM-
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longer an issue in the Fatherley years, dress code discussions have been 
a part o f  school life ever since, raised in faculty meetings and student 
press alike.
T he classes themselves were small and  close-knit. Brad Myers 
recalls that he and his b ro th er Craig were am ong “six or seven” sets o f  
twins in the school— a rem arkable num ber considering that m ultiple 
births were considerably less frequent than in later years. His ow n class 
o f 1979 had two sets— the M yers themselves, and M artha and Lee 
Kuntz. Brad says that w h en  he had com e to  the school to be tested for 
admission, his m other m en tio n ed  “M iam i Valley,” but he envisioned a 
golf course rather than a school, know ing little about the educational 
program that was so distant from  his ow n h o m e on Philadelphia D rive 
in Dayton. It was, he says, “ like going to an o th er world,” w hen he 
entered the school.
E ntering this “o ther w o rld ” represented a happy m om ent for 
young children. Jan Isaacson rem em bers h e r  entrance interview  w ith 
Shirley Lane fondly, and has vivid m em ories o f  her kindergarten year.
“ I planted a sunflower seed for my m om  and  m ade a star on black 
construction paper w ith Popsicle sticks,” she says; she also loved the 
sand table and the stone soup activity. Leila M cCluskey s classroom was 
highlighted by bright bulletin  boards in the  “ reading lab,” times-table 
records in the “math lab,” and  a stage area for perform ances in the 
“ theatre lab.” “Mrs. M cC luskey always rem inded  us to wash behind 
our ears,” Isaacson says.
T he headm aster’s first years were busy ones for the school. In 
O ctober 1972 came the announcem en t o f  a $108,000 addition on the 
east side o f  the school. T h e  Im m ersion program — an experiential 
learning program  for grades 7 -1 2 — was launched  in 1974. T he school 
graduated its first class in 1974 w ith 17 students. In another m ilestone, 
the school celebrated its ten th  anniversary in  the fall o f  1974. A m ong 
new teachers hired in 1974-75: Tom B rereton, M aria Ferraro, Anita 
Franklin, Bill Glisson, M ike Parrish, John  and  Sigrid Sacerdote, and Jim
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Zoldak. Susan Massie becam e upper school librarian.
T he h iring  o f R o n  Sternal to teach sixth grade may give some 
indication about the character o f  the school in Fatherley s first years.
Sternal recalls that in August 1972 he had been building a house near 
Steam boat Springs, Colorado, w ith  his business partner and M acalester 
College classmate M ac Hawley, a science teacher at MVS, w ho  was 
m aking plans to re turn  for the 1972-73 school year.
‘From  a public phone o n  the co rn e r o f  M ain and 
Yampa, Mr. Hawley called headm aster Ted Truslow  
to verify his re turn  date. D u rin g  that conversation,
M r. Truslow m entioned to M r. Haw ley that he found  
h im self in a real bind. His sixth grade teacher had just 
qu it and he d idn’t think he cou ld  find a replacem ent 
before school started. Mr. H aw ley looked my way and 
told M r. Truslow no t to w orry, that he was standing 
next to M iami Valley’s new est m em ber o f  the faculty.
W ith  that, he handed m e the phone. After a short 
conversation, I was hired.’
By the tim e Sternal arrived in his 1965 D odge station wagon 
w ith a mallard duck as its hood o rn am en t, and a b rie f career in con­
struction on  his resume, Ted Truslow had left the school and Bob 
Fatherley had begun his responsibilities as headmaster. Sternal team -
taught sixth grade w ith Wanda R ogers,
, „ , , . t Amazed that none of his
w ho took m e under her wing, taught
. . . .  , . . sixth graders knew how
m e w hat she could  about teaching, and
„ _ " ,  autos work, Sternal arranged
supported alm ost ail of my uno rth o d o x
. . . , „ for his class to take apart the
teaching ideas.
, , , . engine of his car and put it
U n orthodox , perhaps, but his
. . , i back together.
approach certainly developed o p p o rtu n i­
ties for learning. W hen  Sternal discovered that not a single student 
could explain how  autos work, he con tac ted  General M otors engi­
neers, w ho sent materials relating to th e  internal com bustion engine.
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“T he culm ination o f  this un it was tearing apart the engine o f the 
D uck [his car] in the school’s parking lot and putting  it back together. 
It was weeks before we got it runn ing  again.” A m ong members o f  the 
class that undertook  this dramatic experiential learning project were 
Claude Campbell, R ichard D onenfeld, A nn D ourlet, Hal Janney, Lee 
and M artha Kuntz, Stephanie Powers, Leslie W einberg, David W hite, 
and Stephanie Weber. By the tim e they rebuilt the car, they were all 
calling Sternal by his first nam e, and he was calling them  “special.”
Learning had taken place, as he 
discovered w hen students hatched an 
elaborate plot involving dismantling 
his desk and putting it back together 
again. After the mischievous but 
enterprising joke had run its course, 
C hip  H aklik said to his teacher, ‘If 
you hadn’t taught us how to use tools 
w orking on the D uck we w ouldn’t 
have been able to do this!’ “At last—  
confirmation that I had taught them 
something!” he says.
Innovation, though perhaps not 
as lively as Sternal s approach, was a 
characteristic o f  many classrooms, 
w here students w orked closely w ith 
teachers in environm ents that m ade it safe for them  to learn. Leslie 
W einberg rem em bers that art teacher Linda Walczak (now Kretzler) 
painted w ith her toes, to dem onstrate that “art is not in your hands, 
but in your head.” Teacher Leila McCluskey, a perennial learner, 
introduced integrated, active learning w ith  her famous unit on m am ­
mals, and using m ethodology gained in her graduate work at the 
University o f Dayton, brought new  approaches to reading skills.
A ninth grade ancient history class launched Seth Fagen’s “papyrus”
Seth Fagen testing his papyrus 
boat in the M ead pond. It sunk.
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(rolled newspaper) boat into the “ N ile” (Mead pond), w ith teacher 
Annabelle Cum mings herself aboard. The short voyage was followed by 
a traditional Egyptian goat m ilk toast to its success.
Support structures 
representing the close 
sense o f  com m unity were 
everywhere. An active 
M others’ Association 
organized the spring fair 
in the earliest years o f the 
school. Linda Kiser was 
1972 chair. “Adding to 
the color and excitement 
will be brightly decorated 
booths and game workers 
dressed in candy striped 
blazers,” advance publicity 
promised. President R u th  
M ead thanked Nancy 
Staub for her research 
relating to  stage curtains, 
purchased in time for the 
production  o f  Oliver.
O th e r officers were 
G inny C uthbertson, C ookie 
Staley, and Pearl Thomas.
T he spring fair was the school’s major fund-raising activity as well as 
an im portant community builder, R u th  Mead recalls, in both the Truslow 
years and later, when it evolved into a grand evening w ith Asian food 
prepared by the Steven Tsai family. Highlights o f the fair always included 
the popular cake walk, a dunking tank that produced wet teachers and 
administrators, and a book fair in the lower school gym. Books were
A not-to-be-forgotten feature o f the spring fair was the debut 
in 1975 of "The Blue M oons," a mock-singing group that 
included rock "sensations" Tom Brereton, Dave O'Dell, John 
Sacerdote, and Jim Zoldak, all m em bers o f the faculty, and 
headmaster Bob Fatherley. The group continued with annual 
perform ances through the 1980s, until its final performance at 
the school's 30th anniversary celebration in 1994, when they  
departed dramatically in y e t  another cream-colored Packard. 
A fte r Sacerdote and Zoldak left the school for other positions, 
rising stars in the group w ere headm aster Duncan Ailing, upper 
school principal Tom Elmer, and low er school principal Joe  
Zaluski.
"Let's Go to the H op," above: A perform ance o f the legendary 
"Blue M oons" at the annual spring fair in 1981. Mid-air in their 
white shoes are Tom Elmer, Jo e  Zaluski, Duncan Ailing, and 
Tom Brereton. The group's only gigs in its 15-year history were 
appearances at the spring fair and anniversary celebrations of 
the school.
G ordon , Jane Kuntz, D onna Gibson, Polly
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provided by McLeans, a bookstore in Town and C ountry shopping center. 
“ Mothers carried the books out o f  the store, took them to the school, 
carried them  into the gym, anci carried the unsold ones all back to the 
store after the fair,” she says. This backbreaking activity was later dropped 
from the spring fair, but the event was a crown jewel among the M others’ 
Association fund-raising activities.
Families came to the school for a variety o f  reasons. Betty Heller, 
like m any o ther parents, becam e a part o f  the school com m unity  w hen  
she and her husband sought a “m ore personal learning environm ent for 
our son [John].” She recalls her years o f  ed iting  the M others’Associa­
tion new sletter “w ith  the help o f  great fellow m others.” T he  m ethods, 
she says, were crude, w ithou t the capabilities that technology has since 
brought to  producing prin t m aterials. B ut being a part o f  the school in 
that way was “just plain fun.” Julia H obart, w hose six children w ent to 
MVS, rem em bers the m o ther-daugh ter field hockey games, the spring 
fair w ith its dunking m achine (and a headm aster w ho regularly w ent 
under), and the drama productions, especially Oliver. H er children, she 
says, learned that “your teachers are your friends.” H er oldest daughter 
Lydia, w ho  came to MVS in fourth  grade reluctant to leave her friends 
in Troy, was finally seen smiling, although n o t until D ecem ber, at w hich  
point principal Jerry  M illhon called Julia and reported, “She smiled.”
T here was plenty to smile abou t in the school, beyond the close 
relationships and the active learning. C reativity  abounded, sometimes 
spontaneously, as was the case w ith  “ C at in the H at Day” in 1972. A rt 
teacher Roy Davis rem em bers p u ttin g  “m ountains” o f materials from  
the art room  on a table in the fron t hall along w ith scissors, paste, som e 
staplers, and a sign proclaim ing “ C at in the H at Day.” Everyone got 
into the act, w ith  librarian Ada H inds w inn ing  the unofficial (and 
nonexistent) G rand Prize, w ith  a hat that was nearly as tall as she was 
(5 feet). She led a parade o f  C a ts -in -th e -H a t through the upper and 
lower school hallways. O n Kite Day, teacher Sue Gould dressed like a 
w itch and ju m p ed  off a stool w hile N oe l Vaughn held a string. She
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w on the prize for M ost Socially Significant Kite.
Like earlier m ini-courses and interest weeks, a precursor to the 
Im m ersion Program  was an upper school “Spring Week,” w ith  seminars 
and field trips organized around a central them e. Teachers Sue Gould 
and N oel Vaughn planned the 1972 w eek ’s activities, organized around 
the them e o f  “U rban Living.” After Im m ersion  was launched in 1974, 
Spring W eek m oved to the lower school. Teacher Leila M cCluskey had 
seen a successful m odel at Blake School in M inneapolis, and brought 
the concept o f  “Spring Interest W eek” to  MVS. Offered the final week 
o f  school, one goal was “ to provide an incentive to com e to school,” 
according to  principal R ose 
Geiger, but m ore im portantly  to 
create an atm osphere w here 
students w orked together in 
alternative learn ing  experiences.
It also gave low er school students 
opportun ities to choose their own 
learning. Jan Isaacson says that 
Spring Interest W eek was “am ong 
m y favorite m em ories in the lower 
school.” She rem em bers having 
lunch w ith Ellen Smith, her art 
teacher, and being  outside in 
springtim e w eather.
O th e r creative approaches to 
student learning were manifested 
in the early-dismissal practice on 
Wednesdays. Students were Opening page to yearbook, 1975
released from  classes at 1:30, and teachers rem ained for professional 
developm ent activities, planning time, an d  visitation to o ther schools. 
Later, the tim e was designated for school and com m unity service, and 
students w orked in local agencies o r in service to the school each week.
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Susannah Gould led the C om m unity  Intern Program  that provided the 
structure for this service. M ath teacher M aria Ferraro and English 
teacher Florence Krahling in troduced seventh and eighth graders to 
the national Jun io r Achievem ent program . T he MVS chapter planned, 
designed, and produced objects (such as Lucite 
desk accessories), and then m arketed and sold 
their work, som etimes profitably and som e­
times not.
Parent T im  W hite  offered his farm  
near U nion, O hio , for ou tdoor adventure 
programs. Florence Krahling recalls that 
student Felton W hite  overturned her canoe 
in the Stillwater R iver on one o f  these 
outings, and another participant, M ary 
Piccirillo, had to be taken to M iam i Valley 
Flospital after rappelling onto her head w hen 
she descended upside down. W hile carefree 
adventures such as this may have fallen victim  
to the later trend toward litigious response or 
the expectation o f  it, they reflected the exuberant spirit o f learning 
together that characterized the school from its earliest days.
Students were highly involved in the life o f  the school. Six 
students were elected to help w rite  the school philosophy, and in Valley 
Vanguard, a student publication that predated Phloem & Xylem, it was 
noted that there was general agreem ent on this com m ittee that the 
“school should n o t sacrifice its principles o f  individualized education as 
the school expands and should no t be simply a [college] preparatory 
school.” R einforcing the value for reaching the “w hole child,” the 
Wednesday-after noon  program  found students involved in m aintenance 
and cleaning tasks around the school, under the direction o f m ainte­
nance supervisors Wallace and Florine O linger, and engaged in a variety 
o f  other activities as well.
A drawing of the Dayton 
Arcade building by James 
S teeb er ('76). Renovation of 
Arcade Square was planned 
in 1978, promising, S teeb er  
w rote, 'an exciting urban 
atmosphere' downtown.
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In a student-faculty curriculum  m eeting  in Decem ber, 1972, one 
student com m ent that was recorded poin ted  ou t that the “differentia­
tion  betw een ‘teacher’ and 
‘student’ is bad. We are all 
learning from  each other.” 
Students at that time were 
enrolled in three “ intensives”
'...the school should not sacrifice its 
principles of individualized education as 
the school expands and should not be 
simply a [college] preparatory school.'
— stu d en t opinion, Valley Vanguard
in m ajor academic areas. Classes m et for 50-m inu te periods. A nother 
observation made at that same m eeting was that “some students have 
too m uch free time.”
A manifestation o f  the sense o f  shared responsibility was the 
form ation o f  the C om m unity  C ouncil in 1973, w ith representatives 
from the student body, parent body, and faculty w ho m et in order to 
improve com m unication and act as a forum  for discussions o f  “matters 
o f  concern  to anyone w ith in  the school com m unity.”2 T he first presi­
dent o f  the C om m unity  C ouncil was student R ay  M cGuire. O ther 
officers were Susie Marks and Jeanne Feeney, and class representatives 
were Scott Allen, Steve B loom , Judi Marks,
Bill Silverman, and Jim  Thom sen. Four 
faculty m em bers (R oy Davis, John 
Harkins, David O ’Dell, and N oel Vaughn) 
and four parents (C ookie Gordon,Tw yliah 
Kerr, D onald Kidwell, and Fred Weber) 
represented their constituencies in this 
student-led  leadership council. By 1979 
this group had been replaced by a student 
governm ent body, led by Steve B loom  as 
president and Talvin W ilks as secretary- 
treasurer.
O n e issue recom m ended by the
C om m unity  C ouncil and approved by Stephanie W eber and Leslie
W einberg ('79) in a 1974
Fatherley was that o f  open campus privi- yearbook photo.
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leges for juniors and seniors. After “an intensive study,” and consider­
ation by the headmaster, open  lunch  for jun io rs was approved as well. 
Senior privileges, already in place, m eant that twelfth grade students 
could, w ith perm ission o f  parents, leave campus w henever they did no t 
have scheduled activities or classes— a practice rem iniscent o f  the 
Truslow years and even before then , the  M arti School era. Penalties for 
violations, including failure to sign o u t and in, were clearly outlined.
T he  practice has survived into 
the new  century, m odified by 
the requirem ent that each 
senior class m ust request the 
sp ring-term -only  privilege in 
w riting , providing rationale for 
extending it to  its mem bers. 
Juniors and seniors w ith 
perm ission may leave campus 
for the lunch period.
R eflecting the 
com m itm ent to a nurturing  
environm ent, the school’s 
statem ent o f philosophy was 
re-drafted and approved in 
M ay 1973, replacing earlier 
statements bu t continuing to 
establish goals o f  diversity and 
an emphasis on  developing 
o n e’s potential. Clearly, the school com m unity  that was described in 
this statem ent and m anifested in  school life insisted on attracting a w ide 
range o f  students. Cultural, ethnic, religious, and socioeconom ic diver­
sity are encouraged and supported  in  every aspect o f  school life. O ften  
accused o f  elitism because o f  its indep en d en t school status, Miami Valley 
School has m aintained a tradition  o f  p rom oting  diversity through
A  teacher's schedule in 1972 showing  
the variety in each school day's agenda. 
This teacher was considered part time, 
with a four-fifth's time schedule.
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port, and sum m er 
camp enrollm ent, 
for example.
C reating a 
clear statem ent o f  
philosophy was 
am ong the first 
steps toward ac­
creditation by the 
Independent 
Schools Association 
o f  the C entral
States (ISACS), som ething that was achieved by 1973 un d er Bob 
Fatherley and the self-study leadership o f  Annabelle C um m ings. A 
1968 handbook  for parents explained that MVS was on a “new  school 
m em bersh ip” basis for five years, until 1969, w hen full m em bership in 
the national, regional, and state professional organizations o f  indepen­
dent schools w ould ensue. A self-study and evaluation by a visiting 
team  were required  steps to  full accreditation in 1973. After the ac­
creditation process had been
'We are d e te rm in ed  to  fo s te r  w ha t w e  fe e l are vita l 
qua lities :
—  lo ve  o f, and  faith in, p e o p le ;
—  se n s it iv ity  to  ind ividual d iffe re n ce s ;
—  p a tien ce  and tru st in life  and its  p o ss ib ilit ie s ;
— con v iction  that learning beg in s w ith  d isco ve ry  and  
g ro w s b y  tria l and e rro r ;
—  com m itm ent to  the human m ind and b o d y  as organism s 
str iv in g  to  learn to  re sp o n d  to  the  challenges o f
each d ay ;
—  understan d in g  that bo th  tea ch ers and stu d en ts  m ust 
be  constant lea rners ;
—  academ ic e x ce lle n ce .'
The biggest complaint 
about fall term was that the 
students had too much free 
time. This observation was 
made by the faculty, not the 
students themselves.
com pleted, board president R ichard 
G ran t and his wife M im i hosted the 
visiting ISACS team , faculty, adm in­
istrators, and trustees for a gala and 
m em orable party at their hom e on
T h ru sto n  Boulevard.
As a com ponen t o f the ISACS self study process, a series o f  goals 
outlined the  ways in w hich the philosophy w ould be im plem ented, 
w ith  a goal o f  excellence in every aspect o f  students’ developm ent. 
Psychologist Ty Payne was the schoo l’s first counselor, supported  by
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state funds for auxiliary services. He helped support teachers in their 
role as advisors, urging the faculty to require attendance at advisor 
meetings. Faculty m eeting m inutes o f  D ecem ber 
1973 acknowledge that “one problem  is 
getting the seniors to com e” to these 
meetings.
According to the m inutes o f  a 
N ovem ber 1973 faculty m eeting, “T he  
biggest com plaint about fall term  was that 
the students had too m uch free time,”
The Senior Class
Andrea Donenfeld processes to 
the stage as a mem ber of the 
first graduating class, 1974. In 
2001, her  son Aaron Grimes 
and Brent Gutmann, son of Jay 
(1975) w ere the first children of 
alumni/ae to graduate from the 
school. Principal David O'Dell; 
headm aster Fatherley, and board 
president Frank Zorniger appear 
on platform, right.
This yearbook drawing reflects 
the personality o f the class as 
well as the tem per of the times.
echoing  a 
com m ent 
m ade a year 
earlier at a student-faculty curriculum  
m eeting. Accordingly, they were to be 
scheduled for m ore mini-courses during  
w in ter term . T he m ini-course plan 
allowed students with no more than four 
academ ic classes to enroll in interest or 
skill areas, from  bicycling to drivers’ 
training, auto mechanics, poetry, and 
horseback riding. Newspaper and year­
book  w ork was also done in the 
m ini-course format.
W hile they may have had “too 
m uch time,” students were not inactive. 
English teacher Florence Krahling recalls 
a sixteenth birthday party for student Joe 
W illiams, hosted by fellow student Seth 
Fagen. G uest teachers were invited to 
m ake presentations. Annabelle 
C um m ings, dressed in a toga, made a
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proclam ation, while Krahling 
wore a long dress and did a 
parody o f  “ Hiawatha:” “By the 
shores o f  M iami Valley...” M ath 
teacher C u rt Sprengling w ore 
a tuxedo w ith tails, as did 
W illiams’ father, w ho played 
the piano by candelabra, a la 
Liberace.
A lthough the m ini­
course program offered m any 
options, and represented a 
variety o f  approaches to 
learning, it did not necessarily 
represent the academic rigor 
that Fatherley and others w anted to sustain 
in the school. Fatherley dedicated him self to 
finetuning the aspect o f  school life that had 
m ost clearly represented the founding 
trustees’ dream as well as the spirit o f  the 
M artis in the school’s earliest days. The new
attention to academics coincided with the expansion o f  the school 
from a K-8 institution to a diplom a-granting program . N inth grade 
had been added in 1968, ten th  in 1971, and the class o f  1974 was the 
first to graduate from the upper school program .
Annabelle Cum m ings, director o f  cu rricu lum , was a “major 
player” in m oving the cu rricu lum  to a m ore rigorous secondary 
program  for college preparation, Fatherley says. R e-enro llm ent guide­
lines established in 1974 recom m ended that students w ith two D ’s or 
one F in any given term  w ould  be put on probation  and parents w ould 
be notified that re-enrollm ent was in jeopardy. In 1976 MVS was the 
first school— either public o r nonpublic— to be granted a college
U p p er school English teachers 
Barbara Cleary, Vin Romeo, 
Florence Krahling, and Betsy  
Hughes.This makeup of the  
English department remained 
virtually unchanged from 1976 
until 1994, when Krahling 
retired.
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preparatory charter by the state o f  O hio , acknow ledging its role in 
secondary education in the state. As headmaster, Fatherley considered 
this a significant m ilestone in the m ove toward establishing the school’s 
reputation for excellence in the com m unity. But it was no t an easy 
process— “m ore like a breech b ir th ”— that dem anded w orking w ith 
educators and state officials at all levels o f  governm ent.
Students themselves designed the  first graduation ceremony, 
choosing to wear three different colors o f  academic gow n (dark blue, 
light blue, and red), and opting for a them e from the music group 
Jefferson Airplane, “ I am  the C row n o f  C reation,” as they processed to 
the ou tdoor stage from  the w oods o n  the north  side o f  the campus. 
They gave a choral reading o f  lyrics from  the music o f  this group and 
o f Bob Dylan. Frank Zorniger, p resident o f  the board o f  trustees, 
greeted the class and presented the  diplomas. Jenny B atdorf was the
first N ational M erit Scholarship 
w in n er nam ed in the school.
T he  following year’s gradua­
tio n  was notable for its spirit o f  
com prom ise. In a decade o f “do 
yo u r ow n thing,” some m em bers 
o f  the class w anted to forego the 
traditional academic garb, while 
o thers insisted on the tradition. T he  
com prom ise: the entire class wore 
academ ic gowns— but no m ortar 
boards, according to  Jay G utm ann, 
class o f  1975.
In com m ents made to Phloem 
& Xylem  about their m em ories 
o f  M VS, the 1974 graduates re­
flected on the nu rtu ring  aspects 
o f  their experience:
Headmaster Robert E. Fatherley  
with first lower school principal. 
Rose E. Geiger.
65
U  A e JIC i a m  /  ' V a l l e y  S  c A o o /
“T h e  teachers really care about 
you and help you.” (Pam Klein)
“T h e  th ing 1 rem em ber was that 
they brought the stereo to  m e in 
the hospital.” (Jenny Batdorf)
“ ...the help and im provem ent 
that M VS has given me...”
(Jim T hom sen)
This tradition o f  caring and foster­
ing individual potential was alive in the 
new  decade. As the school opened its 
tenth  year, Fatherley announced  a drive to 
attract students from the local W ashington Kate Day (class of 1984)
concentrates on her work
Tow nship-C enterville area, pointing o u t that as second grader in Robin
Rhee's class.
the school was no longer a “ training g round
for secondary school boarding schools” but had becom e a fully-
franchised K -12 college preparatory program .3
W ithou t the burden that the upper school bore o f  adding new  
grades each year, the lower school had experienced a period  o f  stability 
under the leadership o f  Rose Geiger, the first lower school principal, 
w ho resigned her position in 1974 to pursue travel adventures. She had 
w ritten  a short article for the Phloem & Xylem  before the announce­
m ent o f  her decision to  leave, describing her jo b  (it started at 7:30 a.m. 
w hen  she opened  the doors and plugged in the coffee pot, she said), 
and said that her “ cooperative, hard-w ork ing  faculty and fantastic 
student body” m ade the rewards o f  the jo b  great. “D o I enjoy my new 
challenge? Indeed I do!” she said. G eiger was replaced by Elizabeth 
Shaw, w ho had ju st earned a doctorate from  O hio  State U niversity and 
had garnered 15 years o f  experience in  public school education. 
A m ong Shaw’s goals, she said in a Phloem & Xylem  interview, were
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increasing the level o f  school spirit, 
and instituting a student governm ent 
for lower school.
Bob Fatherley considers his 
role in hiring “great teachers” and 
staff members am ong the con tribu ­
tions in w hich he has the greatest 
pride. Included in this group were 
later-headm aster Tom Brereton 
(1974), Barbara Cleary (1972),
Bryan C zarnota (1977), M aria 
Ferraro (1974), Bill Glisson 
(1974), Bruce Jones (1978),
D enny M anning (1975), Vin 
R o m eo  (1976), and Linda 
Walczak (Kretzler) (1978), w ho  
remain at the school into the 
21st century. O ther “gems,” 
w ho later left the school: Jerry  
Sampson, John and Sigrid 
Sacerdote, M ike Parrish, M ary 
Heuser, David O ’Dell (the first 
upper school principal),Joe 
Zaluski, Tom and Pam Elmer,
Jim  Zoldak, and Shirley Lane.
A t the same time, Fatherley 
acknowledges the critical 
contributions o f  those w ho 
were on the staff w hen he 
arrived, including Annabelle 
Cum m ings, Kathy Dietz,
Sue Gould, Betsy Hughes,
was aThe MVS Parents' Association
viable presence in the school from 
'ts beginnings as the Mothers' 
Association. Far mor
i n g  organization, the Association 
worked to support the school's 
programs in a variety of ways, from 
welcoming new families 
classroom
to providing 
support. A reception for
the school community in September, 
1977, featured a parody of the then- 
popular Godspell, entitled 
"MVSpell," written by Renate 
Frydman and starring parents and 
faculty members Sylvia Bernstein, 
Dawn Clark, Claudia Davis, Tom 
Elmer, Cookie Cordon, Terrie Lillevig, 
Bobbie Myers, Bill O'Flanagan, 
Florence Plunkett, Alice Saidel,
Carol Weiner, and Carolyn Young.
In 1978, The Tsai family, led  by  
Dr. Stephen Tsai, p repared  Chinese 
food  for more than 250 who
attended the Parents'Association
spring fair. Sons Ming Tsi and Ming
Ha°  WeK eighth and tenth graders
M ing Hao Tsai went on to becom e a
renowned chef after his graduation 
from Yale.
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Sharyn Jackson, Florence Krahling, Leila M cCluskey, Wallace and 
Florine Olinger, Joann Poppleton, Robin Rhee, Tom Wagner, and others.
N ew  leaders in both upper and lower schools were appointed in 
1977, w hen Tom Elmer and Bill O ’Flanagan jo ined  the school as princi­
pals. Elmer had taught at Holland Hall School,Tulsa, Oklahoma, and 
O ’Flanagan had served as assistant headmaster at the R ectory School, 
Pomfret, Ct. The school was receiving attention no t only with these 
appointments, but also for its academic program. An article in the October 
26 issue o f  the Dayton Journal Herald touted the schools college prepara­
tory curriculum  and selective admissions process. It also m entioned what 
was by then known as Spring Interest Week and the Immersion Program, 
an experiential learning program for students in grades 7-12, as evidence 
o f  the school’s unique approach to learning. Enrollm ent had dropped 
slightly to 305, but the school was strong, as a result o f  careful attention to 
program development and faculty excellence.
In the school’s quest for high quality teaching and simultaneous 
determ ination to keep tu ition  costs down, one developm ent was 
apparently inevitable, Fatherley says. U nder the leadership o f  teachers 
Anita Franklin, R ob in  R h ee , and R oy Davis, teachers attem pted to
organize as the M iami Valley 
School Teachers’Association, 
in o rder to  assure pay and 
tuition-rem ission equity. 
W hile the organization 
eventually lost steam, its 
message was clear, and greater 
atten tion  was paid to faculty 
salaries and benefits. A 
standardized and equitable 
system o f  com pensation was 
no t fully developed for nearly 
tw o m ore decades, but seeds
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had been planted for the attention that this im portant issue later 
received.
Amazingly, the attem pts at organization did not engender b itter­
ness am ong m em bers o f  the faculty, and it appeared that relationships 
had not been im paired in the process. This fact may be attributed  to 
w hat Tom E lm er emphasizes was the close relationship betw een faculty 
and adm inistration. “ Faculty and adm inistration w orked together to
evaluate, to  improve, and to strengthen 
curricu lum , extracurriculars, and policies,” 
he says. Apparently, this sense o f  m utual 
respect and trust was not im paired by this 
b r ie f  challenge to decisions about com ­
pensation. In addition, m any teachers 
w ere uncom fortable w ith the concept o f  
organizing, in spite o f  their concern  about 
the issues.
B uilding faculty confidence w ith 
a tten tion  to issues raised by the M VSTA, 
the school faced many o ther challenges. 
T h e  addition o f  division principals re­
flected grow ing enrollm ent, bu t classroom 
space had rem ained virtually the same. A 
plan developed in 1974 showed the extent 
o f the facilities at that time. T h e  buildings on  Denise Drive included 
the following:
Lower school: classrooms for kindergarten  through sixth grade; 
science room , art room , sensory m o to r area, library, playroom , office. 
U pper school facilities included an art room , an “inadequate” music 
room, two science rooms, 11 classrooms, a lim ited library space, a gym, 
student lounge, faculty w orkroom , offices, and an “ inadequate” stage 
for drama.
Lower school representatives 
David Saidel and Katherine 
Hobart participate in 
groundbreaking o f Student 
Activities C enter (SAC).
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Needs w ere established for construction, w ith a listed set o f  
facility priorities:
1. G ym nasium
2. U p p er school 
science facilities
3. M usic room
4. Sim ple dramatics space
5. Library
6. Space for exploration 
o f  technology and 
family life
7. U p p e r school art space
8. C lassroom  space
T he question o f  air condition ing  was raised in  the contex t o f
expanding sum m er use o f  the buildings, and the schoo l’s com m itm ent 
to the use o f  n ew  technological devices such as com puters and audio­
visual equ ipm en t was noted in the 1974 rep o rt.4 In 1978, Bob 
Fatherley urged  lower school principal Bill O ’Flanagan to  investigate 
the possibility o f  sum m er programs, and an en rich m en t program  was 
developed by 1980, but prior to that tim e, “ th e  cam pus was em pty in 
the sum m er,” according to O ’Flanagan.
Alternatives to  m eet the school’s expanding  needs were consid­
ered. These included  adding gym space to  the existing gym nasium , 
providing a m iddle school that w ould  serve grades 5-8, using the 
existing low er school for arts programs for low er and upper school, and 
creating new  low er school space to  release these classrooms. T he  plan 
was the first o f  those considered before the board  o f  trustees, w ith 
Jacob M yers as its president, decided to bu ild  w hat becam e the current 
student activities center, and broke g round  for the construction  in June 
1978, after raising $700,000 in pledges.
T h e  additional space offered expanded opportun ities in the arts, 
w ith a large visual arts area as well as a m usic classroom, a darkroom ,
Students David Dieruf, David Saidel, 
and Mandy M cConnaughey at 
groundbreaking for new facility, with
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and offices. Athletic facilities included not only a large gymnasium with 
spectator seating and a rubberized  tartan floor, but also locker areas for 
boys and girls and an office for the athletic director. A first floor area, 
know n as the “red room ,” was used alternately for instrum ental music, 
exercise and training for athletes, and storage. T he  composite flooring 
material was later replaced w ith  a hardw ood gym floor, a gift o f the 
Lofino family.
In the m eantim e, the academ ic program  continued to focus on 
rigorous college preparatory courses and excellent teaching, and 
extracurricular activities flourished even in lim ited facilities. To recog­
nize outstanding scholars, the school form ed a chapter o f the C um  
Laude Society, an h onor society that represented a secondary school 
counterpart to Phi Beta Kappa. First students inducted into CLS at an 
induction cerem ony at graduation were Amy Duell, Jari M elgin, Karen 
Schnipper, and Chris Staub. C h arte r faculty m em bers were Barbara 
Cleary, Annabelle Cum m ings, R o b e rt Fatherley, M aria Ferraro, Betsy
Hughes, and Tom Wilson, as well as 
form er trustee Pfeife Smith. M ary 
Lou Culp, a regent o f the national 
organization, installed the chapter in 
1977, according to chapter records.
Students were inducted into 
C um  Laude Society m embership 
each year, based on academic 
perform ance and character traits. 
O nly  20 percent o f each graduating 
class, including 10 percent selected 
in their ju n io r year, could be in­
ducted, in order to subscribe to the
Construction of student activities 
center began in 1978.
organization’s bylaws. This lim it, o f  course, m eant recognition o f  only 
a very small num ber o f  MVS students. In 1988, induction o f members
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was challenged by a student w ho had no t been selected, and the 
ensuing conflict that threatened to disrupt graduation and even bring 
legal action against the school ultimately brought an end to the 
chapter’s existence. After initially nom inating the m axim um  o f three 
students— Sara Batata, Susan Moss, and H olly Tabrah— the chapter 
agreed to induct an additional seven students. Since this pu t the school 
in violation o f the society’s bylaws limiting m em bership to 20 percent 
o f  the class, faculty C um  Laude m em bers regretfully tendered their 
resignations and the chapter was disbanded.
Excellence continued to 
be manifested throughout the 
school program. Dram a flour­
ished even w ith lim ited 
facilities and no formal training.
A lum na Judi Marks considers 
these opportunities am ong her 
fondest m em ories o f  the school.
Ted Truslow had appeared in 
South Pacific, opposite student 
Leslie Brow n as the female lead, 
in 1971. A 1973 production 
o f  Oliver, directed by Jo 
Stephenson, featured Allison 
Janney, later nom inated for a 
Tony Award on Broadway, as 
N oah  Claypoole, and o ther cast
m em bers Cathy M argolis, R o b  S co tt Arnovitz, Allison Janney,
S teve  Bloom, and Mark Miller
Kerr, Scott Arnovitz, Missy O hm er, M eg in "A Funny Thing Happened
on the Way to the Forum ."
O akm an, Dudley M ead, M ark Miller, Lydia
and R achel H obart, Felton W hite, Helen M ahoney, Russell Frame, 
H ank Stern, and Lisi C rane. A  Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the 
Forum, directed by Susan Massie and Betsy Lewis, was produced in
72




1975, w ith Scott Arnovitz, Steve 
Bloom, Allison Janney, Hal Janney, 
and M ark M iller am ong the actors.
Susan Massie directed The 
Fantasktiks in 1976, w ith  a cast that 
included teacher R oy  Davis and 
students Steve B loom , Ann 
D ourlet, Kelly Feeney, M ark Miller, 
and Talvin Wilks.
Tom  Elm er directed a 
musical and at least one drama per 
year for the 18 years he was upper 
school principal and college 
counselor, often designing and 
painting sets and creating lighting 
as well as directing young actors.
D uring  the years that he was at 
the school, nearly 60 upper school 
productions were launched, 
according to his ow n records.
A production o f  You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown was m ounted  
in N ovem ber 1977 w ith a cast com posed  o f  Bob Bentz (Charlie 
Brown); Tal vin Wilks (Linus); B ruce W ilkes (Schroeder); Kelly Feeney 
(Lucy); Gilian H andelm an (Patty); and M artha Elbaum  (Snoopy). “T he  
Orchestra” consisted o f  Terrie Lillevig on piano, Maria Ferraro with flute 
and piccolo, Bob Fatherley, trom bone, and Jeff Green, percussion.
W ith  the expansion o f  the up p er school, curriculum  options as 
well as extra curricular opportun ities developed. Kathy Dietz, chair o f  
mathematics, rem em bers a course on  m easurem ent tools that she was 
able to offer. Students m ade angle-m easuring  tools (for simple trigo­
nom etry), used slide rules, and learned  F O R T R A N , leading com puter 
language o f  the day. Since PCs w e ren ’t available, “a gentlem an in the
What had been cited as "inadequate 
drama space" did not limit the school's 
vision in presenting high-quality stu den t  
perform ances, nor inhibited student 
determination to participate in per­
forming arts opportunities. Evid ence  lies 
in the number of graduates who have  
pursued careers in stage and film. Kelley  
Feeney ('79) graduated from Yale and  
pursued drama professionally. Talvin 
Wilks ('80), a Princeton graduate, was a 
winner in the Edinburgh Festival and has 
produced plays o ff Broadway and for  
regional theatre. Allison Janney ('77) 
studied at Kenyon and pursued a career  
in the theatre that led to two Tony 
nominations for her roles on Broadway. 
She later became a key character as 
"CJ" in the long-running television  
drama, "W est Wing." Claudia Levin ('80), 
Julie Huey ('92), Tory Ross ('98), and 
Travis Cohen ('95) are among later 
graduates who followed Janney onto  
the stage or into film.
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area w ho  lived near school had a big IBM  1130 com puter w ith card 
punch  and processor in his basement. We w ent over and typed punch 
cards and created programs on it.” D ietz’ innovative class may have 
been  one o f the earliest, if  no t the earliest, com puter courses offered in 
D ayton-area h igh schools. Stuart W einberg, w ho  pursued com puter 
science as a m inor in college, was 
am ong the students in the class,
D ietz recalls.
A “new  and exciting pre­
school program ” for 4-year-olds 
opened  in 1978 under the direction 
o f  kindergarten teacher M ike 
Parrish. W ith  emphasis on m otor, 
perceptual, experim ental, creative, 
and social skills developm ent, the 
class was lim ited to 10 students, at a 
cost o f  $700 per year. As director o f  
early childhood education, Parrish 
offered the program  to a small 
initial group o f  children, but left 
the school at the end o f  the 1978- 
79 school year. T h e  following year, 
w ith  a “program  on a cart,” Judy 
Fujawa and M arna Young offered 
learning experiences to 4-year-old 
children. In 1981, Karyl Bright 
began an enrichm ent program  for 
gifted children, offering special 
programs for children taken out o f  
regular classrooms to participate. T hus began the school’s foray into 
education for very young children— an effort that eventually developed 
in to  an expanded early childhood program  for 3- and 4-year-olds. T he
(Luts tidiUicA&sL/- has con p/e/<=•<( f/ĉ yrac/c
th e  M V S  S/x/h (./rade ce/ebra/ton-  
i he se co n d  Sa/urc/ay o f  /9 7 2 r 
S / o u f f e r f ,  l/o /e l  -  Day/on, Ohio
In 1977, the sixth grade class taught by 
J o e  Zaluski and Carolyn Ladd made a 
pact. They scheduled a 15-year reunion, 
fo r all m em bers o f  the class to gather 
(w ithout further rem inder or organization) 
on the second Saturday o f June in 1992 at 
Stouffer's in downtow n Dayton. A s sixth 
graders, they w rote skits reflecting what 
th ey  imagined their lives would be like by 
then. The class did indeed gather in 1992 
fo r a reunion, though not w ithout a little 
o f  the planning that they had eschew ed  in 
1977. This 'diploma' was given to each 
stu d en t on the occasion o f the 1977  
'graduation' from sixth grade. Jan 
Isaacson was a m em ber o f that class who 
rem em bers the details o f  the grand plan.
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program moved to new quarters in  2001, occupying a building on Far 
Hills Avenue that had been the hom e o f  Carousel House preschool.
As founder o f  the Overfield Early C hildhood Program in Troy, Julia 
Hobart had given inspiration to the program from its outset, and parents 
Stuart and Christy Rose supported the renovation project, so it was fitting 
that the fledgling early childhood classes o f Mike Parrish had evolved into 
the Julia Hobart Early Childhood C enter at the Rose Campus o f MVS.
Public speaking developed from classroom instruction, added to 
the curriculum  in 1976, to a full-fledged interscholastic activity, under 
the leadership o f  English teacher Florence Krahling and assistant Tom 
W ilson, after principal Tom E lm er had challenged Krahling w ith a 
question, “W hy d o n ’t you start a speech program ?”
In the team’s first com petitive ou ting  in 1977, Daresha W ilson 
was nam ed third (of 91 speakers) in original oration at Centerville 
H igh School’s tournam ent. O th e r participants in individual and team  
speaking events were Keta Cow an, Jeff G reen, Susan R udd, andTalvin 
Wilks. Speech and debate teams participated in com petitions through­
out the state th roughout the 1980s, em erging w ith an impressive 
record o f  wins against m uch larger program s and placing students in 
district and state com petition. Talvin Wilks missed being first in the state 
by only one point in the prose and poetry category; Keta Cowan 
emerged first at the Princeton High School tournam ent, the second 
largest competition in the nation, Krahling says. In 1994, Krahling’s team  
boasted a student winner in national com petition as well, when Danny 
Beaty was named national champion in dramatic interpretation.
T he debate team, coached by Tom  W ilson, w on the prestigious 
West Carrollton H igh School tou rnam en t in 1978 and the Lincoln 
H igh School tournam ent in 1979, and w ent to  the state semifinal 
com petition in its second year. A team  o f  Steve Bailey, Bill Garrett, 
M ichael R ice and Sam Staley was nam ed third in the state in four-m an 
debate in 1980.
Alumnus debater T im  C leary recalls Krahling’s daily after-school
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coaching o f  students in events that included dram atic interpretation, 
oration, prose and poetry reading, hum orous in terpretation, and 
expository speaking, as well as debate. Tournam ents took place nearly 
every w eekend from O ctober through February, often in distant 
locations. R etu rn in g  from a tournam ent at O h io  University in the 
school’s w hite  station wagon, the group, w ith Tom  W ilson at the wheel, 
encountered icy roads. At one point, the car spun a full 360-degree 
circle before continuing on its way. O n  the same trip, W ilson says, he 
and Talvin Wilks beat Krahling and M ichael R ice  at “Password,” a 
game in w hich  Krahling playfully insisted W ilson had m em orized all 
the words.
K rahling herself served on regional com ­
m ittees for the National Forensics League, and 
was state president o f the Speech C om m unica­
tion Association o f Ohio, b ringing com m unity  
and state-w ide attention to the school’s successes 
in this area. She was nam ed to the O hio  Forensics 
League Hall o f  Fame in 2003.T he program 
flourished under Krahling’s dauntless leadership 
until her retirem ent in 1994, w hen a student 
award for public speaking was established in 
her name.
Diversity was supported by admissions and 
financial aid policies from the beginning days o f  
the school. Foreign students have often enrolled 
in the school, bringing a particular cultural 
awareness. In the 1970s, for example, three 
Iranian students entered the school; M ani 
M oussavi, w hose family was in high governm ent 
positions p rio r to the revolution, was am ong 
them . A no ther was Ardishir Zandi, w ho stayed
!
1
Immersion, briefly m entioned in 
Chapters 1 and 2 even before its 
time because o f program s and 
activities that lay the groundwork  
for its later acceptance, is 
described in this chapter and 
referred to throughout the history. 
The program, a highlight of the 
upper school calendar, offers an 
opportunity for a variety of  
experiential learning m odes during 
a month in late winter. Students 
and teachers pursue a common 
interest or topic together, 
generally in small groups. Am ong  
the objectives o f the Immersion 
program are to provide:
• an alternative approach to 
learning through an intensive 
program focusing on a single 
elected subject area;
• an opportunity  to com plete a 
study unit not offered in 
regularly-scheduled classes;
• a concentrated, in-depth study  
of a subject area;
• experiential as well as theoretical 
learning experiences;
• opportunities to explore career 
interest areas;
• interdisciplinary study  
opportunities;
• variation in instructional methods.
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Informal gatherings o f  
students— here in the front 
hallway around 1978—  
characterize the school 
experience.
w ith the Staley family. Sam 
Staley rem em bers taking 
Ardishir to a Halloween 
haunted  house just weeks after 
he arrived, and com m ents on 
the ensuing cultural shock.
T he school’s first AFS 
exchange student, Jari M elgin 
o f  Finland, graduated in 1977, 
and Cinzia M arcotullio from 
Italy was the second in a long 
line o f  AFS students w ho 
enriched  the school’s life. These students 
stayed w ith  M VS families and participated in 
every aspect o f  student life during  their year­
long  stays. M att Burger, class o f  1976, was the 
first MVS student to spend a sum m er w ith AFS as a student in Switzer­
land. John D ourlet spent a sum m er abroad in the AFS Sum m er 
Program  as well, attending school and living w ith  a family in Australia 
in 1977. O n  his return , he endorsed the experience as a “great way to 
see another country and part o f  the w orld and to learn about the 
people” in a Phloem & Xylem  in terv iew  by Talvin Wilks. T h e  AFS 
program  has continued to  the present, after a hiatus in w hich the 
school hosted students from  ASSIST, a program  that focused on inde­
pendent school exchanges, prim arily  for G erm an students.
Active learning challenged creative energies o f  students from the 
school’s beginning. Field trips on the M unger R o ad  property  expanded 
into w hat became Im m ersion, and classrooms reinforced principles o f  
active learning. In a Dayton Daily News colum n in A pril 1974, Jean 
Kappel com m ented on  Annabelle C um m ings’ classroom:
“After adventuring through ancient Greece and R o m e recently, 
her students researched and staged their ow n lunchtim e version o f a
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classical banquet by lam plight.They w ore togas, sprawled on cushions, 
languidly sipped let’s-pretend Greek w ine, strum m ed G reek harps, 
danced Greek dances and dined on a m ad m elange o f  M editerranean 
specialties.” Allison Janney read G reek lyrics to a lyre accom panim ent 
plunked by Pam  Stayman. Amy D uell and R achel H obart read every­
th ing  they could find on G reek dance and music, borrow ed library 
recordings o f  ancient instrum ents, m ade their ow n tunics, developed 
their ow n choreography. C um m ings herself found  the outcom e 
“simply stunning,” rem arked Kappell. “T here are ‘six-bit w ords’ tor 
describing w hat was happening in the classroom,” Kappell wrote, but it 
really came dow n to the love o f learning im parted  through the teacher 
herself. Annabelle C um m ings was later recognized by alum na Allison 
Janney as a favorite teacher in a national program  to  recognize teachers.
Form er math chair Kathy Dietz says C um m ings “ taught m e how  to 
teach.” After her career as teacher and adm inistrator, C um m ings retired, 
only to be elected to the board o f  trustees, w here she remains an active 
trustee emerita.
In ano ther exam ple o f active, experiential learning, students 
planned and carried  ou t a Medieval d inner w ith  librarian Susan Massie.
T hey  prepared food, entertained w ith  juggling  and baroque music, and 
even had a visit from  a leper. Field trips had long  augm ented classroom 
learning, so Im m ersion was a
Among the distinctive programs to
natural developm ent in the
emerge from the Fatherley years was
program.
Immersion, a program often cited by
Both Im m ersion, am ong
alumni as representing their fondest
alum ni’s fondest m em ories o f
memories of the school.
their experience at the school,
and W alkabout, based on, and nam ed for, an Australian rite  o f  passage, 
em erged from  the Fatherley years. T h e  Im m ersion Program  offers a 
blend o f the schoo l’s goals o f  rigorous college preparation and the 
experiential learn ing  that contributes to  broader life successes.
U pper school principal David T. O ’D ell b rough t the idea o f
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foreign language im m ersion from his prior position at Purnell School, 
Pottersville, NJ. After intense p lanning by the faculty under his leader­
ship, the school’s Im m ersion was launched in 1974 as a language 
program. In fact, its nam e derives from the objective o f  language 
im m ersion, in which students w ould  learn to speak Spanish or French 
by being surrounded by the language, the culture, and the food o f the 
native country. To sustain a French atmosphere, for example, Coach 
John Sacerdote served croissants at “Cafe Sacerdote” each m orning, and 
students made French flags and Spanish pinatas. C urren t trustee Sam 
Staley attributes his lifelong interest in French language and culture to 
this exposure.
In its first year, 1974, students in grades 7-9 enrolled in 120 
hours o f  Spanish and French language im m ersion in a February-M arch 
m ini-term .T hose in grades 10-12 were offered choices that included 
Appalachian studies, jurisprudence, business mathematics, wilderness 
studies, cell biology, and foreign study in France or M exico.
In order to make the original program  economically feasible, 
O ’Dell sent an appeal to parents at the outset, asking them  to provide 
housing for the international staff, prom ising that “ the instructors are 
mostly in their m id-tw enties and o f  exceptional character.” Staffed 
largely by faculty from Vichy, France, and Cuernavaca, M exico through 
the Experim ent in International Living, the language program had a 
positive effect on students’ language learning, measured in tests that 
com pared their knowledge w ith  that o f students in a traditional 9- 
m onth language study. Students had their own reactions, o f  course, 
from joy  to boredom . Marc Stayman, quoted in Phloem & Xylem, said 
“ If I got a nickel for every tim e I looked at my watch, I’d be a m illion­
aire,” while Jack Boyles noted, on  the o ther hand, that “Every time I 
w ink, a week goes by.”
The language emphasis dici not survive, primarily because of 
unevenness o f instruction by the visiting teachers, as well as the faculty’s 
wish to change the format, according to Immersion records. Since its
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incarnation, the upper school Immersion Program has offered countless 
opportunities for students to grow and for teachers to demonstrate their 
own com m itm ent to a variety o f learning environments.
By 1976, the program  had expanded, addressing a w ide variety 
o f  student and teacher interests. From
. . . , . T . The first independent
the original courses such as Jurispru-
, _  „  , . , , . learning project undertaken
dence (Tom Brereton) and Appalachian
c /c 1J j  xt iw i \ as an Immersion study mayStudies (Sue G ould and N oel Vaughn),
_  . t, have been Seth Fagen'snew  offerings included Creative Power
„  , . „  ... . research on the concept
(Betsy H ughes and Florence Krahling),
, .  w * . ,, of time as expressed inPottery (R ob in  M eimck) and
. . .. ,. „  . Renaissance iconography.
A pproaching Absurdity (R oy Davis,
Barbara Cleary). Students were offered m any choices o f  courses 
planned by one or two faculty mem bers. In group  learning opportun i­
ties, they n o t only expanded their interests in  specific areas o f study, but 
also learned to  w ork together w ith those from  o th er classes. Teachers 
prepared carefully-detailed plans for exposure to  a given subject, and 
then shared their students’ learning as they m ade their way through the 
four-w eek experience. In this model, the heart o f  the Im m ersion 
program , students and teachers got to know  each o ther on a basis that 
was less likely to em erge from the academic classroom experience 
alone by learning together and forging com m on experience.
After leading an Im m ersion in ju risp rudence for several years,
Tom B rereton was recognized by the D ayton B ar Association w ith its 
Liberty Bell Award, acknowledging his contribu tions to building 
interest in the legal profession am ong young people. T he program  also 
received recognition by the ISA C S Journal, the professional magazine 
for the Independent Schools Association o f  the C entral States, w ith 
articles relating to Im m ersion w ritten  by Barbara Cleary, R oy Davis, 
and Betsy H ughes. Local newspapers have carried  articles about 
Im m ersion nearly every year. A book published by N AIS in 2004 
offers a chapter about M V S’ Immersion.
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W hile the prevailing emphasis was 0 1 1  this group experience, a 
small group, prim arily jun io rs and seniors, pursued independent learn­
ing opportunities w ith a single advisor o r teacher. A m em orable 
m om ent, captured in an Im m ersion issue o f  Phloem & Xylem, 
recountedT am i W righ ts  experience teaching gym  classes w ith Sharyn 
Jackson and her students.To h er com m ent that she was developing 
headaches every single day, attribu ting  them  to  the teaching, Jackson 
responded,“ Its no t as easy as it looks.” W rig h t later entered the profes­
sion. R oger M eike and Sam Staley pursued music as an independent 
study, arranging for classes at Sinclair College, private lessons, and a 
perform ance for the school. M eike later studied music and com puter 
program m ing at the U niversity o f  R ochester.
Alternative learning experiences con tinued  to  be a focus o f  the 
program, and the school retained its emphasis on  the w hole person—  
body, mind, and spirit— as articulated in its philosophy. A program 
introduced for spring-term  seniors, for example, offered opportunities 
to design learning experiences around a structure o f  “Walkabout,” 
a nationally-recognized program  patterned  o n  the Australian m odel
o f  adolescent “w alkabout” experiences.
W ith  the inspiration o f  O ’Dell, 
details o f  W alkabout were ham m ered 
o u t by faculty m em bers at an over­
n ight retreat at the W oodhull farm 
near West Alexandria. Against the 
background o f  a crisp autum n day, 
teachers and adm inistrators discussed 
the objectives o f  such a program  and argued about the form  it m ight 
take in the MVS com m unity. A fter a po tluck  d inner and singing 
around the giant stone fireplace in the W oodhulls’ farm  hom e (music 
teacher Betsy Lewis played her guitar), teachers got dow n to the 
business o f  planning programs that w ould  fill the need for experiential 
learning against a backdrop o f  academ ic endeavor. An in terruption
Walkabout continues to offer 
alternative learning to seniors, 
following the tradition established 
inthe 1970s for a program of 
service, aesthetic expression, 
practical skill acquisition, logical 
inquiry, and adventure.
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ensued w hen Sheldon G urney’s roaring fire th reatened  to get ou t o f  
control, bu t the group re turned  to focusing on the issues before them . 
W alkabout students create
their ow n program s w ithin  
the fram ew ork o f  five 
com ponents: adventure, 
com m unity service, 
aesthetic expression, logical 
inquiry, and practical skill 
acquisition.
Tom Jam es, one o f 
the first students to pursue 
W alkabout, designed a 
program  that included 
pottery, a com m unity  
survey, auto m echanics, w orking in a 
classroom as a teacher’s aide, and skydiv­
ing. Jeanne Feeney lived w ith an elderly
wom an in W est D ayton and taught dance classes to  preschoolers at 
Melissa Bess Day Care C en ter in that ne ighborhood . A com m ittee led 
by Tom B rereton  and com posed o f  Barbara Cleary, Annabelle 
C um m ings, and R oy Davis oversaw student proposals and projects. T he 
program is still available to seniors in the school today, although 
students’ ability to participate has been  som ew hat com prom ised by 
their interest in pursuing Advanced P lacem ent courses, w ith their May 
exam dates, as well as o ther year-long classroom com m itm ents.
Independent learning opportunities also expanded in these early 
years. In the first year, a small group o f  French students (Scott Arnovitz, 
Jeanne Feeney, Phelps Gerould, Lydia H obart, and Chip Spayd) studied in 
Vichy, France in the Centre Audiovisual de Langues Modernes. Brian 
Pope pursued journalism  at the Xenia Gazette, one o f  the nation’s oldest 
newspapers and w inner o f a Pulitzer Prize, w hile Jay Adler worked with
An aerial photo o f the campus 
prior to  construction of the new  
student activities center. The 
addition was com pleted in 1978.
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the Miamisburg Consumer Advocate Office. Later, headmaster Duncan 
Ailing called the program “a wonderful example o f  excellence in the 
school. The program has remained among the highlights of upper school 
education into the 21st century, generating fond recollections from alumni 
and attracting well-qualified teachers to the faculty.
In addition to classroom experiences, students found learning 
opportunities on the playing field and in the inform al atmosphere and 
the concern  o f those in the 
school community. A m ong 
vital contributors to the 
fabric o f  school life were 
Wallace and Florine 
Olinger, w ho came to 
MVS in 1970 (as noted  
earlier), finding a “strug­
gling, young, independent 
school w ith 242 students 
and a staff o f  32,” accord­
ing to a 1983 Bulletin 
article celebrating the 
pair. T he two did m ore 
than their share to foster 
the spirit o f nurturing  
that had always been 
part o f  school life.
Hired to oversee 
all the maintenance 
operations o f the 
school, Wally and 
Florine became what 
D uncan Ailing called 
“school psychologists
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in the halls.” W hen alumni returned to the school, they unfailingly asked
to see the Olingers, w ho had listened to them, supported them , counselled
them. Listening, in fact, was one o f the hallmarks o f  their relationships.
“You can stay hom e with your children all day, but if  you d o n ’t listen to
what they’re telling you, you might as well not be there,” Florine believed.
The im portant lesson o f respect
was often learned from Wally. “My
rights end w hen I start infringing
on your rights,” he said. Tom
Elmer, w ho became principal in
1977, recalls looking out the
window and watching Wally push
a wheelbarrow across the campus
with two children in it— testimony
to the Olingers’ readiness to
respond spontaneously tO the children Wallace Olinger, right, with Scott
M o y er at an alumni gathering in 
w hom  they loved. the 1980s. Wallace and Florine
. > i - i  i • Olinger w ere custodians o f the
T he O lingers philosophies, as „ „ ,y  of its facilities but
well as their belief in students and a,s° of i,s s,uda",s and taachcrs-
willingness to give tim e to listen, created a sense o f  genuine love and 
loyalty am ong students. Amy Bloom  (’81) recalled in a 1983 retrospec­
tive in The Bulletin the support and encouragem ent that the pair had 
given during im portan t times o f her life. B ob B reen ( ’78) says they 
were “good pals” to students, while Lydia H o b art ( ’75) no ted  the ways 
in w hich “ they always bring  out the best in everyone.” Jock  Bull, an 
eighth grader in 1972, found him self w orking alongside Wallace as he 
w ent about his responsibilities— perhaps am ong the best m om ents o f  
his MVS education.
Even as the school expanded and added classroom space, the 
beautiful campus on w hich it was set was im portan t to students as well. 
T he woods behind  the school held special m eaning  and m em ories for 
students even in the early days o f  the school. R u m o rs about what went
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on in the woods abounded, and a m em orable m ock-story  in  an early 
issue o f  Phloem & Xylem, entitled “An O rgy  in the Woods,” did little to 
assuage those rum ors. In the literary m agazine, Moire, D an Elbaum  
w rote about a m om ent in the woods: “ This place is so quiet now, as if  a 
rem inder o f  death and peace. I started o u t trying to relax, and hoping 
for nothing, and I was hypnotized by the  gentle, soft lullaby o f  the 
w ind swaying the trees, as i f  to say, ‘H ush, now, things will be fine 
soon.’ ” Brad Myers rem em bers fondly being able to play freely in  the 
woods as a child. Beth G oldm an, too, “ liked hanging ou t behind the 
back door and in the woods.” W h en  the student activity center was 
built, im pinging on the w oods’ boundary, there was protest from 
students and teachers alike. A fringe o f  trees has been preserved even in  
the face o f  the m ost recent building— som ething that 
w ould  be im portan t to  earlier generations o f  students.
Students con tinued  to be drawn from  a broad 
range o f  school districts to the special quality o f  MVS. 
Fatherley rem em bers the “rem arkable” enrollm ent o f  
Jean Hollister, w hose parents ran a pheasant farm  near 
W ilm ington, O hio , nearly tw o hours away. Jean 
investigated the school for herself, and told Fatherley 
that she w anted to enroll for her senior year, in spite 
o f  the substantial com m ute and the farm  chores that 
w ould continue to face her. An excellent student w ith  
clear tenacity in her learning goals, she graduated w ith  
the class o f  1976, th en  m atriculated at H arvard- 
Radcliffe College and later pursued a medical degree 
at the M edical C ollege o f  O h io  at Toledo. A resident 
in em ergency m edicine, she was serving as flight 
physician aboard the St. V incent and Toledo Hospitals 
Life Flight helicopter in 1985 w hen she was tragically 
killed in a helicopter crash on  a foggy night as she and 
her colleagues rushed to help an injured m otorist. In
Denny Manning, 
now director of  
transportation, 
joined the staff 
in 1975 and 
w orked with the 
Olingers in his 
early years.
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1989, her family established an endow ed scholarship at MVS in her 
name, and each year tw o new  students have benefited  from this 
generosity. To this date, nearly 30 students have been  nam ed as 
Hollister Scholars, representing a living tribu te to the m em ory o f  this 
fine young w om an. H er parents 
rem em ber h er single year at the 
school w ith great fondness, recalling 
the small plants in paper cups that 
graduating seniors passed on to 
m em bers o f  the next class in  1975.
T he school was no t spared 
from tragic losses in the Fatherley 
years. Beloved kindergarten teacher 
Shirley Lane succum bed to cancer, 
and a path th rough the back woods 
was dedicated to her memory.
Student Andy Kaplan was killed 
in a head-on  car crash on 1-75 as 
he drove h o m e after school one 
afternoon; fittingly, a tree and a 
plaque w ere erected in 1976.T he 
deaths o f  trustees Joseph Williams 
and Ann C . Williams were recognized w ith classroom plaques as well.
W hile the academic program  and curricu lar goals continued to 
be em phasized, students pursued a variety o f  athletic activities.
A thletics programs in  the school, like o th er activities, began small 
but developed as im portan t opportunities for students to learn and 
achieve. A fledgling athletics program  offered field hockey, soccer, 
basketball, and tennis in the 1970s. R ichard  Bram lish was nam ed 
athletic d irec to r in 1972, and set into m o tion  varsity com petition in 
soccer and basketball, w ith  Bob Beall as the first basketball coach.
T he school hastily drew up a schedule that included public school
A Chaucer parody in the 1975 yearbook  
described  Jean Hollister:
'Another m em ber o f thise jollie crew e  
Was loved by alle, albeit she was new e. 
She travels here from yonder  
W ylm ingtonne.
Thise lusty wench can be a lot o f funne." 
She drove from her family's farm in 
Wilmington for her senior year at M VS.
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ju n io r varsity teams as well as independent school com petitors—  
w hoever was not booked up in advance, Brandish said.
A colum n by Hal M cC oy in the Dayton Daily News (Dec. 8, 
1973), com posed after he had attended an MVS basketball game in the 
gym (now the upper school com m ons), praised the school’s spirit: 
“N ever m ind that there were no  seats in the gym, just 75 plastic chairs 
lining the stage under the basket. N ever m ind that the floor was so 
short the jum p circle and the foul circles ran together. N ever m ind that 
the backboards were old-fashioned, fan-shaped ones. Yes. N ever m ind 
all that. It was all free, no dollars and no cents, and w orth every non- 
cent o f  it.’,;i M cCoy him self was later inducted into the National 
Baseball Hall o f Fame in C ooperstow n, NY.
Ted Truslow had hired Sharyn Jackson to teach lower and upper 
school physical and health education (grades 5-10) and to coach field
hockey. H er impact on the 
athletic program from that time 
until her days as director o f 
athletics in the 1980s can be 
identified in today’s programs, 
w here the Sharyn Jackson spirit 
o f  “be the best you can b e” is 
still apparent. Jackson introduced 
girls’ soccer, girls’ basketball, 
track and field, golf, and tennis 
to  the school, “and coached 
them  all.” Each year since 
Jackson left the school in 1988, a student w ith Jackson’s positive energy 
has been recognized on  the A cadem ic Awards evening w ith the Sharyn 
D. Jackson Spirit Award.
Even w ithout an official track and field program, an MVS 
student, Kathy Mobley, later w on the state 200-m eter com petition in 
1981, embodying this spirit and providing evidence o f  the com m it-
7Never mind that there were no seats 
in the gym, just 75 plastic chairs lining 
the stage under the basket. Never 
mind that the floor was so short the 
jump circle and the foul circles ran 
together. Never mind that the 
backboards were old-fashioned, fan­
shaped ones. Yes. Never mind all that. 
It was all free, no dollars and no cents, 
and worth every non-cent of it.'
— Hal M cCoy, D ayton Daily N ew s
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m ent to excellence that the athletic program  sustained. (M obley also 
com peted in oratorical interpretation, and w on second place in the 
state the same year.) Jackson com m ented about m any o f  the school’s 
teams that “o ther teams that we played were strong. We were weak, but 
we were good.” Before the tennis courts were built on campus, stu­
dents had used courts at Southview School as well as o ther area 
schools. Limited facilities, a small pool o f  athletes, and coaches w ith 
full-time teaching com m itm ents characterized the program , but did 
n o t quell enthusiastic support o f  sports.
Am ong the coaches w ho em erged in the 1970s was John 
Sacerdote, w ho built an impressive soccer program  in spite o f  limita­
tions o f  num ber and preparation. Sacerdote was an accom plished player 
from C onnecticut College, w here he had played against Gary 
Avedikian. Avedikian later accepted a position as varsity coach at 
Centerville H igh School, building a legendary soccer heritage while 
Sacerdote was m aking his mark at MVS. Bill Glisson recalls Sacerdote s 
taking the entire team  to soccer camp in R o ck y  Hill, CT. (Glisson 
him self accom panied them  on at least one occasion.) T h e  soccer 
program, according to Jackson, represented the strongest o f  the school’s 
athletic teams at that time. Tom B rereton acknowledges the contribu­
tions that Sacerdote made: “W ithou t a d o u b t,Jo h n ’s enthusiasm and 
skills launched the boys’ soccer program  and m ade it a viable and 
perm anent part o f  the athletic offerings at the school.” After Sacerdote 
left the school, a series o f  talented coaches took  the program  forward. 
These included Peter Chandler, B ruce Jones, Tom  B rereton, and 
Joe Zaluski.
Field hockey for girls was eventually dropped because o f  the 
difficulty o f attracting enough players, Jackson says. “T h e  parents d idn’t 
play field hockey, so there was less interest,” and the early pattern o f 
students’ leaving for boarding school was followed by the attention 
given to girls’ soccer that militated against success o f  field hockey in 
the school. She rem em bers w ith fondness the annual com petitions
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between the girls and their m others, as do others w ho played in those 
games, including Julia H obart and M acyjanney. In 1975, M aria Ferraro 
assisted Jackson in the coaching role. Girls’ soccer was begun in 1976-77,
w ith  Jackson as the first coach, 
followed by Bill Glisson, now 
m iddle school principal. Early 
athletics also included instruction 
in fencing by French teacher 
H enrie tte  Descours.
T he  athletic program  
continued  to grow  and change 
in the 70s under the leadership 
o f  Sharyn Jackson, Bruce Jones, 
and John  Sacerdote, according to 
Bob Fatherley. Glisson rem em bers that the teams travelled to away 
games in chartered G reyhound-type buses, an acknow ledgm ent o f  the 
rising im portance o f  athletics in the school. M iddle school sports often 
brought students to their first experiences in com petitive athletics. 
Games were scheduled w ith  “anyone w ho  w ould play us,” Jackson 
remembers, often w ith  uneven com petition  ensuing. Seventh grade 
basketball coach Tom  W ilson says that w hen  his boys’ team played a 
larger, apparently o lder team  from  C incinnati, captain Gary Lyons w en t 
to the center o f  the co u rt for the coin toss. “W hen  he came back to 
the bench, he was w ide-eyed, in tim idated  by the size o f  the boy he had 
met. His com m ent w as,‘Boy, n o t only is he tall, but he has whiskers, 
and hair under his arm s!’ Gary had had to  look up to  gather this 
inform ation, o f  course.” W ilson also rem em bers Bart Evans’ “deer-in - 
the-headlight” look as he learned the gam e o f  basketball in the press o f  
keen com petition from  bigger, faster teams.
Basketball was n o t w ith o u t its glory, despite a rudim entary 
program and facilities. In 1977, the M VS boys’ team  w on the annual 
M iddletow n C hristian tou rnam en t— a first for the team  as well as for
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the school. Players included Ken W ilder, R ick  Fullenkam p,Jim  Moyer, 
Jim  Bahr, and Shannon H odell, w ho  led w ith 17 points in the first 
game against C incinnati C hristian School. C oach  John  Sacerdote 
brought hom e “ the biggest trophy,” representing one o f  the school’s 
first athletic prizes.
Local college basketball was an avid interest o f  m any students, 
feeding the interest in the MVS team . Jon C haet and Steve Bailey 
in terview ed University o f 
Dayton basketball star Jim  
Paxson, destined for a future 
in the N ational Basketball 
Association, calling it “ the 
scoop o f  the year” in a 
w in ter issue o f  the student 
newspaper, 1978.
A m ajor coup for the 
school’s sports program 
em erged in  the building o f  the Tennis 
Academy. Principal Dave O ’Dell had 
apparently had a conversation w ith 
parent Scott Cappel on an airline flight, m en tion ing  the im portance o f  
developing a strong tennis program . O n e  th ing  led to another, and 
local tennis enthusiast D ottie  Bowers agreed to build  her new  ou tdoor 
tennis academ y on the school grounds, w ith  the provision that it could 
be used by M VS during the school year, and by Bowers herself during  
the sum m er. Later, she chose to close her instructional program  and 
donate the courts to the school. As a result, M VS was able to offer an 
outstanding tennis program  w ith  exceptional facilities. In a 1990 
interview  w ith  D o u g jen k s, fo rm er athletic d irector Sharyn Jackson 
rem em bered the days before these courts had been  built. Teams prac­
ticed at local public schools and on courts at area parks. C ertainly the 
construction  o f  on-cam pus courts provided a critical foundation to an
1979-80 basketball team. Front: 
Brian Tweedle, Larry Young, Richard 
Taylor, Bill Garrett, David Jones. 
Back: John VandenBoom (coach), 
Chuck Miller, Gary Lyons, Randy 
Weiner, Vin Romeo (varsity coach).
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em erging tennis program. G ordon and Jan R udd  have endowed the 
courts, to honor their daughter and son, Susan and Gordon.
T he tennis dynasty built by Vin R o m eo  was launched in 1976, 
his first year at the school. Brad and Craig Myers were am ong the first 
years m en ’s varsity team  players. In its second season (1977),ju n io r 
Stephanie Weber and Susan R u d d , a sophom ore, grabbed headlines 
w ith their wins (22 for Weber, 20 for R u d d  in their first two seasons 
w ith the school). R u d d  later becam e a standout tennis player at R ice 
University, nam ed to the university’s athletic Hall o f  Fame, and jo ined  
the ATP professional circuit, before she re turned  to the school to teach 
and coach in 1988 as the first alum na faculty m em ber. Coach Vin 
R o m eo  has built boys’ and girls’ programs equal to most in the area 
since that time, securing m ore than 950 wins— an area record— in his 
27 years o f  coaching.
R u d d  remem bers that student locker rooms were in the back o f 
w hat is now the com m ons. “T here  was no  girls’ basketball team,” she 
says, and in fact girls’ sports w ere significantly slower to develop than 
boys’ teams. This trend was not confined to Miami 
Valley School, bu t reflected a national interest that 
had long precluded the inclusion o f  girls in inter­
scholastic athletics and predated the impact o f  Title 
IX on girls’ sports. R u d d  played first on the boys’ 
team, she says, before a team for girls was formed. 
W hen  she came to the school, field hockey was 
am ong the sports that girls could pursue, as well as 
lacrosse, b u t w ith  lim ited com petition in the area, 
m uch o f  the activity focused on practice games and 
intram ural teams.
A short-lived lacrosse program was launched 
by David O ’Dell and Tom Brereton, w ith M att 
Arnovitz (’77), Q u in n  Speck (’76), Bob Breen (’77), 
John D ourle t (’78) am ong the players. U nfo rtu ­
Susan Rudd, 
standout tennis 
player, 1979. Rudd 
later played on the 
ATP circuit and was 
a Rice University 
Hall o f Fame 
designee.
91
U A e J1C i  a m i  U a f l e y  S c A o o /
nately, after purchasing equipm ent and scheduling practices, the team  
found a paucity o f  com petition. O th er schools in the area simply did 
no t have lacrosse teams.
In addition to his responsibilities as athletic director, D ick 
Bramlish led the school’s first sum m er camp program , w ith  an em pha­
sis on  “outw ard-bound” activities. Programs w ere designed for boys 
and girls going into grades two through nine. Instructional activities 
focused on cam ping and ou tdoor skills, including compass and map 
reading.6
At the end o f  his first year as principal, Tom  Elm er reflected on 
the school in its “period  o f  adolescence,” struggling for m aturity  and 
identity, in the debut issue o f  the school’s alum ni bulletin. H e addressed 
the changes that had been made to “upgrade and stabilize the academic 
program — to make it strong, well-balanced, and challenging.” H e 
com m ented that he 
was pleased to be a 
“ part o f  this self- 
discovery,” as the 
school entered its 
fifteenth year as T he 
M iamiValley School.
Em barking on 
w hat was character­
ized by many as its 
move from adoles­
cence to maturity, the 
school found itself
The Fatherley family: 
Bob and Julie and sons 
Quinn and Christopher.
again in the position o f  anticipating new  leader­
ship. Bob Fatherley announced that he w ould 
leave MVS at the end o f  the 1978-79 school year to  take a position as 
headmaster o f  W ilm ington Friends School in Delaware, a Q uaker day 
school o f 620 students, P K -12.
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In his letter o f  resignation, tendered to  board o f  trustees president 
W illiam H. H obart, Fatherley expressed his feeling o f  “privilege” to 
have been a part o f  the grow th and developm ent o f  MVS. “T he school 
is in good overall financial condition , the faculty is clearly one o f  the 
best in the midwest, the quality o f  the student body is evident, the 
educational program  is sound, and, thanks to  our capital campaign, the 
physical facilities are fully adequate for the k ind o f  curricu lum  we will 
be offering for several years to com e,” he noted.
Fatherley had com e to  a school that fostered a sense o f  com m u­
nity and a family-like atm osphere; he had built on the strengths o f  this 
environm ent to articulate in  greater dep th  the school’s com m itm ents to 
excellence in faculty and in program , to diversity, to the arts, and to 
experiences that w ould provide sound preparation for college.
After a search for a replacem ent for Fatherley, D uncan  Ailing, 
cofounder and assistant head o f  Tandem  School (now Tandem  Friends) 
in Charlottesville,VA, was hired to fill the post, at a po in t w hen the 
school did indeed face a b righ t future. W ith  a fully-developed upper 
school program that had been  chartered for college preparation in the 
state o f  O hio  as well as accreditation by the N ational Association for 
Independent Schools, the adolescent entered its period  o f  w hat Ailing 
called “sm oothing rough edges” and its grow ing maturity.
In  addition to  w ritten  and oral in terv iew s by  the  au th o r w ith  Tom  B rereton , Annabelle 
C um m ings, R o y  Davis, Tom Elm er, B o b  Fatherley, Susannah G ould , Betsy H ughes, F lorence K rahling, 
R u th  M ead, Brad Myers, Julie R ollins, Susan R u d d , and Sam Staley, and interview s by D oug  Jenks 
w ith  Annabelle Cum m ings, Betsy H ughes, Sharyn Jackson, and  N elson M ead, the  following p rin t 
sources are cited as footnotes:
1. B enedict, Elinor, "N ew  head  at M VS,” Times publications, Ju n e  28 ,1972 .
2. Phloem & Xylem, N ovem ber 1973 and “ School G uidelines, 1973.
3. B enedict, Elinor, “M iam i Valley School b idd ing  fo r m ore students from  area,” Times publications, 
O c to b er 2 ,1974 .
4. “M iam i Valley School D raff o f  A lternative  Futures.” Ju n e  1974. S tanton Leggett and Associates, 
Inc., Educational Consultants.
5. M cCoy, Hal, Dayton Daily News co lum n , D ecem ber 8 ,1 973 .
6. “Sum m er C am p at MVS,” Dayton Daily News, January  24 ,1 9 7 3 , p. 20.
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— CRa/pA Wa / J  o & m e r s o n
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The Ailing Years 
( 1979-1986)
D uncan Ailing m ade an im posing entrance as headmaster, at 
least from the point o f  view o f  the children in the lower school, w ho 
im m ediately identified his resem blance to C hristopher R eeves’ 
Superm an and likened him  to the superhero character throughout his 
seven-year tenure. W ith his 6'4" frame, he towered over many o f  his 
new  colleagues and nearly all students.
His task was equally im posing. Ailing, 41, was charged w ith the 
job  o f  fostering continued grow th and enhancing the school’s image 
in the Dayton area— a task about w hich he remarked that he felt like
those w ho walked around 
w earing sandwich boards to 
prom ote product sales. At the 
same time, he was helping the 
school “nurture well-planted 
seeds and plant new ones.”
W ith  son Greg and daughter 
Elizabeth enrolled in  the 
program , his responsibilities had 
“an extra dim ension o f  excite­
m ent and quality,” he says.
The role o f the headmas-
The Ailing family: Duncan and
Greg, Cynthia and Elizabeth. ter had evolved from that o f
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teacher and internal com m unity builder in the school’s early days to one o f 
leadership in the larger community for the future. Since the school’s earliest 
years, the position has had to increasingly turn outward rather than inward 
in the process, developing stronger ties to the larger com m unity and 
assuring continued growth and support. For the Ailing years, the challenge 
was to maintain the warm th and other special qualities o f the fledgling 
program while realizing the school’s mission and expanding its reach. 
Specific needs in this balance o f  external and internal demands included 
developing a long range plan for the school and maintaining and sustaining 
enrollment growth by reaching out to a wider community. These chal­
lenges could be m et only by assuring the school’s excellence and 
communicating it to others— a responsibility w ith both internal and 
external implications.
Those w ho were a part o f  the school during  the 1980s found that 
the nurturing  environm ent had indeed been sustained. Parents’ Associa­
tion president Vicki Verity rem em bers “ the small, close-knit com m unity 
sharing a vision o f  educational excellence and concern  for the indi­
vidual.’’ It had becom e m ore purposeful, m ore sophisticated in its 
approach by then, says current headmaster Tom Brereton. T h e  identifi­
able marks o f  the school needed to be fleshed ou t in greater depth, and 
to  be com m unicated in deliberate ways to the com m unity  at large.
A m ajor internal decision faced Ailing immediately, however, w ith 
the need to identify new  leadership for the lower school after principal 
Bill O ’Flanagan s departure in 1979. O n  the advice o f  upper school 
principal Tom Elm er and others w ho knew  the school well, Ailing 
selected Joe Zaluski for the position. Zaluski, a sixth grade teacher in 
the lower school, tu rned  ou t to be “a great choice,” according to Ailing 
as he reflects on the leadership that Zaluski gave to  the school during 
his tenure as lower school principal. Joe Zaluski recalls w hat he calls 
B ob Fatherley’s “courage” in h iring  him  to teach in the first place.
“ I was both a hippie living in Yellow Springs and a ‘tough guy’ from 
Secaucus, NJ,” adding that Fatherley’s own courage inspired h im  to
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reach for the same courage in himself. T he 
headmaster, he says, had stood by his candi­
dacy for his first teaching position in spite o f  
objections from  low er school principal Lib 
Shaw. Fine arts chair Ellen Smith recalls a 
m em orable conference in St. Louis that she 
attended along w ith  Zaluski and teachers 
Bill Glisson, Lou A nn W ilson, and D ebbie 
H enderson , w here Zaluski entertained his 
colleagues and passersby w ith  a comic 
perform ance in front o f  a public building—  
perhaps a rem nant o f  his Secaucus days.
As part o f  the MVS jo u rn ey  toward 
maturity, changes in the organization o f  the 
school w ere called for as well. T he position 
o f  director o f  school relations had been 
created earlier by Bob Fatherley, w ith 
A nnabelle C um m ings the first to hold that 
position (and later, the first form er faculty 
m em ber to be nam ed to the board o f  trust­
ees). Ailing nam ed her as director o f 
developm ent. Tom  Brereton followed her in 
an administrative role, serving w ith  the title o f  director o f  admissions as 
well as social science departm ent chair. T h e  school’s public relations 
organ, The Bulletin, was published for the first tim e in 1981, w ith 
C um m ings serving as its editor, and an alum ni relations position was 
established. Carolyn Young was the first to ho ld  the alum ni relations 
coordinator position. O utreach  to  the com m unity  took  the form  o f  
m em bership in the D ayton  R o ta ry  C lub  for the headmaster, as well as 
new  parent and alum ni activities designed to  assure continued loyalty 
to the school.
Keeping an eye on  the external dem ands now  incum bent on the
Principal Zaluski with 
student Molly Thomas. 
Zaluski says that Bob 
Fatherley demonstrated 
remarkable courage in 
hiring a 'hippie living in 
Yellow Springs and a 
tough guy from 
Secaucus...' as lower 
school principal.
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headmaster, Ailing needed to continually  balance emphasis on internal 
m atters as well, in order to sustain the school’s program s and maintain 
its focus on excellence. A cknow ledging that “no one factor makes a 
good school,” Ailing saw the headm aster’s jo b  as one o f  “creating the 
chemistry, m aintaining its quality, im proving it w here necessary; 
thereby ensuring an environm ent w h ich  is positive, pleasant, and 
rew arding to  all participants.” T he  focus on expansion was certainly 
going to be part o f  that chemistry.
To sustain the school’s excellent academic program , Ailing hired 
20 new  faculty m em bers, and enro llm ent grew from  310 to 360 
students. Jo h n  M cCaslin, b rought to the school in 1981 as the school’s 
first (and only) teaching 
in tern , becam e a perm a­
nen t m em ber o f  the social 
science faculty the follow­
ing year. A fundam ental 
aspect o f  excellence lay in 
the teaching faculty, Ailing 
acknow ledged, and in his 
annual report o f  1981-82 
no ted  the challenge o f
finding qualified teachers in the 1980s, This s '9n a* entrance to school
was replaced in 1995.
w ith fewer young  people going in to  the
profession and veteran teachers reaching re tirem ent age. Ailing told the 
faculty at the opening o f the 1984 school year that the “faculty must 
stretch itself, and the principals will push.” The average age o f the MVS 
faculty, w hich had been 32 in 1972, reached 37.5 in 1980, and continued 
to rise through the decade. O ne o f  Alling’s objectives was to bring teacher 
compensation levels up from their status at the 50th percentile o f  national 
independent school figures to “near the top 10 percent.”
At the same time, Ailing was increasingly com m itted  to com m u­
nicating the school’s identity outside its im m ediate constituencies.
98
C j x p a n c f i n g  /  h e CR e a c h
Ailing himself, with teacher Barbara C leary and M ontgom ery C ounty  
Com m issioner Charles C urran, was invited to participate in a National 
E ndow m ent for the H um anities conference, “Challenges to the H u ­
manities,” underlining his com m itm ent to liberal arts education and 
classroom excellence as well as to  participation in the larger com m u­
nity. Teacher Fran Inbody was awarded an independent study grant by 
the N E H , and Steve Demaree, social science teacher, won an award to 
study constitutional law at SU N Y -B ingham ton. Annabelle Cum m ings, 
w ho had served on the Professional Services Com m ittees o f  the O hio  
Association o f Independent Schools (OAIS) and the Independent 
Schools Association o f  the C entral States (ISACS), relinquished those 
positions in turn  to teacher Betsy H ughes, sustaining the participation 
o f the school in the professional organization.
Participation in the com m unity  was one thing; Linda Kretzler 
was determ ined to participate in space, and applied to the Teacher-in- 
Space program in 1985.T he school com m unity  followed the program 
with great interest th roughout the preparation process. W hile Kretzler 
was no t ultimately selected for the launch, everyone gathered before a 
television set to watch the takeoff and 
subsequent tragic failure o f  the spaceship 
in January 1986. Like the rest o f  the 
nation, the MVS com m unity was 
stunned by this significant failure and 
loss o f  life, and reflected especially on  
the role o f  Christa McAuliffe, w ho  
had been the teacher selected for 
the launch.
As headmaster, Ailing s interests lay in 
planning and strategic thinking, bu t w ere also 
shaped by his own experiences. A n interest in 
Asian studies, fostered by his ow n graduate 
studies at the University o f  V irginia as well as
Aaron Hamilton was 
recognized in a 1985 
contest for this Teacher in 
Space patch. His shuttle 
is pow ered by #2 pencils 
instead o f rocket boosters.
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undergraduate work at Yale, translated into his support for a variety o f 
Asian studies programs at MVS, including sum m er exchanges and 
Im m ersion travel. The school participated in a W rig h t State University 
sum m er exchange for Japanese m iddle school students for several 
years, w ith  MVS families hosting two students each. O ften , because o f 
the lim itations o f  language, host families found themselves com m uni­
cating only w ith  hand signals o r simple w ritten  notes. In one case, 
tw o seventh grade Japanese boys were mysteriously staying up late, 
long after the host family had gone to bed. Puzzled by this behavior, 
the family eventually discovered that the boys were doing their 
laundry— by hand— and hanging it on a makeshift clothesline in their 
room . D uncan  Ailing fostered the school’s participation in this pro­
gram, and eventually visited W rig h t States sister university in 
Okayam a himself. Fran Inbody was also involved in this exchange, 
visiting the Eikugakken Insti­
tute to research Immersion 
possibilities.
In 1979 ceremonies 
recognizing Mrs. George H .
M ead as trustee o f m erit for her 
generous contributions to the 
school, and officially dedicating 
the S tudent Activities Center, 
the Dayton Daily News noted 
that “Expansion was the key 
w ord.” Pfeife Smith, one o f  the founding 
trustees, reminisced in her rem arks about 
the school’s “humble origins” and con tinu­
ing expansion. She com m ented on  the 
progress o f  the school since 1964, w hen  it opened w ith  70 students 
and no perm anent buildings. This remarkable grow th w ould  continue 
th ro u g h o u t the Ailing years, w ith  emphasis on expansion n o t only in
M rs. M ead's certificate, with 
calligraphy by  Lydia Guiao, 
m other o f alumnae Barbara 
and Maria, and neighbor of 
the school. Elsie M ead was 
the first to  be  named an M VS  
'trustee em erita.'
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enrollm ent and facilities bu t also in program  and curriculum .
To support a parent com m unity  w ith  an increasing num ber o f  
tw o-incom e families, and to  attract new  families to the school, Ailing 
instituted an Extended D ay program  in 1985. Its goal was to provide a 
stimulating experience for children after the school day had ended. 
Anne Kuntz was a d irector for three years, until Judy Payne took  the 
leadership role, expanding it to serve m iddle school students as well as 
younger children. W ith  always-increasing dem ands on existing space, 
the program  has o f necessity m aintained flexibility w ith  respect to its 
location each year. E x tended  Day students are offered supervised 
opportunities for play, w ith  a dedicated staff that provides a nourishing 
snack and oversees the w ell-being o f  each child.
Just as the headmaster was called upon to expand the influence o f 
the school into the community, students, too, participated in life both inside
and outside the school. They made their
Kathy Mobley won the state
marks in the com m unity in both public
competition in the 100-meter
and quiet ways. Susan R udd, tennis
sprint. Since the school had
standout, was recognized on sports pages
no running track, she had
throughout the region for her successes on
trained with coach Bruce
the court. Eugene Hagan was also a
Jones largely on neighbor-
formidable tennis player (“the best all-
hood streets, and had never
around male tennis player I’ve ever
experienced starting blocks
coached,” said coachVin R om eo), advanc-
until her first tournament.
ing to w in the state tournam ent. Kathy
In the state meet, Mobley
M obley w on the state track and field
found that she had left her
tournam ent 100-m eter sprint in 1980 and
shoes at home; Jones
the following year, took the prize in the
loaned her his, and she
200-m eter event.
won the event.
O th e r students volunteered 
throughout the com m unity  and participated in efforts far outside the 
life o f  the school. C laudia Levin (’80) was appointed to the M ontgom ­
ery C ounty  Board o f  M ental H ealth and M ental R etardation (948
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Board, nam ed for the legislative bill that created it), as the board’s first 
area teen m em ber. Kristen Tveter, an AFS student w ho  lived w ith  the 
Brenneckes and later w ith assistant admissions director Carolyn Young 
and her family, m ade many positive contacts in the D ayton com m unity  
as an ambassador for his country  and for the school. In C onnecticu t, 
alum nus Bob B reen was nam ed the state’s poet laureate. T hrough these 
accom plishm ents, as well as increased atten tion  to public relations 
activities, the school was becom ing k now n  in the D ayton area and 
beyond.
E nrichm en t and expansion, key w ords o f  the Ailing years, were 
m anifested in a variety o f  ways. A sum m er enrichm ent program  was 
initiated, w ith courses in astronomy, co m p u ter program m ing, art, 
language, w riting , math, and SAT preparation , in 1980.Veteran lower 
school teachers R o b in  R h ee  and Leila M cC luskey incorporated  
enrichm ent as well as rem ediation in th e ir approach to reading and 
w riting  skills in this sum m er program. “ T h e  program  is in tended  to 
develop the w h o le  child,” M cCluskey em phasized, and that included 
interpersonal relationships as well as classroom skills. Teacher-student 
ratio was 1:4, providing a rich environm ent in w hich to learn. T h e  
enrichm ent p rogram  later became the M V S sum m er camp, directed by 
teacher Peter C am m , w ith classes and activities for ages four through 
high schoo l.T he camp program  was later directed by Glenn Squiers, 
social science teacher, until Judy Payne assum ed leadership o f  the 
camps and expanded the sum m er program s in  1998.
Pursuing h er interest in experiential learning, M cCluskey had 
also launched a speakers’ series in her th ird  grade classroom that 
celebrated its ten th  anniversary in 1984 by b ringing  TsegeY irga and 
M ezgebe Kiffle to  speak about their native Ethiopia; Dr. M ichael Ervin 
representing em ergency m edicine; C lark  Davis, the broadcasting 
industry, and others. After M cCluskey d ied  from  com plications o f  Lou 
G ehrig ’s disease, h er beloved classroom— now  part o f  the k indergarten  
program — was nam ed in her memory.
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Sixth grade teachers Lou Ann W ilson and Mike Lolli took a 
group o f  students to Kampsville C en ter in  Illinois for a w eek’s learning 
experience. T he center, operated through N orthw estern  University and
the Foundation for Illinois 
Archeology, gave the group a 
highly hands-on understand­
ing o f  archeology. Student 
Andy Pflaum, interview ed for 
a June 13, 1981 Dayton Daily 
News article, explained the 
difficulty o f preparing a small 
area for digging: “We had to 
level off the land, and while 
yo u ’re doing that, you can’t 
step on the area where you’re 
going to be digging. Each o f 
the spaces was two meters by 
tw o meters.” Classmate Scott 
Russell said that the discoverers were responsible for noting how far 
from the edges o f the digging site artifacts were found. D oug Jenks 
found it fascinating to “be the archeologists” as sixth grade students.
Bill Glisson, fifth grade teacher, initiated the trip to Washington, 
D C  that was to becom e a perm anen t culm ination o f  the class’s study o f 
Am erican history and governm ent, and an expression o f the focus on 
experiential learning that the school emphasized. Originally depending 
on parents w ho drove children in  vans and chaperoned activities in 
W ashington, the trip evolved in to  a coach tour led by Glisson and 
enriched by his insights that con tribu ted  to student learning about 
U.S. governm ent, and his com m itm ent to finding unique experiences 
not afforded to the average tourist. In  1988, for example, the group m et 
w ith W illiam Verity, Vivi Verity’s grandfather and Secretary o f C om ­
merce under R onald  Reagan, w h o  gave them  a special tour o f the
{ j x p a n c f i n g  /  ft e 17? e a c h
Fifth graders with undersecretary of commerce William 
Verity during Washington experience. Front: Marlena 
Jenkins, Kendra Fryburg, Michelle Fraze, Vivi Verity, Am it 
Gandhi, Phillipe Rougier, Chris Olszewski, Jim M oore,
Alex Com pton, Gary Tozbikian (behind Alex); Second row: 
Qiana Quigg, Emily Rahimi, Rahul Ballal, Robert Williams, 
Molly Peters, Amy Weprin, Am y Glisson, Tom Biancalana, 
R obert Chelle, Mara Smith, David Czarnota. Rear: Thad 
M antero, Nick Fuhrer, William Verity, Brad Gunlock, 
(behind Am y Weprin), Bentley Cooper, Bill Glisson.
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W hite House. Glisson recalls fondly the bond that ensued am ong 
parents and teachers during these years, as well as the “ trem endous 
opportun ities” that the trip offered. It was not a tour, but a custom ized 
extension o f  classroom learning.
In upper school classrooms, teachers augm ented “book learning” 
w ith  experiential opportunities as well. John M cCaslin, social science 
teacher, staged a Cold-W ar-style “ raid” in a Stalinistic seizure o f  stu­
dents opposing official com m unist party line. “This 
exercise gave students a taste o f  the insecurity felt 
by all Soviet society during this period,” Rafael 
C ruz w rote in P& X  N ovem ber, 1981. Jerry 
Sam pson’s eighth grade A m erican history students 
recreated an original trial o f  British soldiers after 
the B oston Massacre. (Several o f  the students w ho 
prepared briefs and argued the case later entered 
the legal profession themselves, including Nelson 
R eid , David M ontgomery, and Brad Hughes.)
N ew  teachers, always the subject o f  specula­
tion  and rum or, were the source o f  another P& X  
story sum m arizing the dramatic ou tcom e o f a 
m ock  duel, w hen R ichard Taylor, apparently brokenhearted by the 
ru m o r that John McCaslin and Janet Jones, another young teacher, 
were engaged. “McCaslin, she’s m ine!” Taylor yelled at m orn ing  
announcem ents, and challenged h im  to a duel. “Sir R ichard ’s” second 
was D avid Saidel, w ho w on the toss and selected the weapons from an 
array o f  water guns. Sir Jonathan M cCaslin s water pistol apparently had 
po o r range, and Sir R ichard “was able to wash away the h o n o r” o f  his 
o p p o n en t and gallantly walk away w ith  Jones. R eporters, the article 
no ted , “ took  pictures and asked silly questions.”
C onstruction o f the student activity center building (SAC) 
expanded arts and physical education facilities, and Julian and M arjorie 
Lange provided a gift that m ade it possible to enlarge and improve the
Ailing in one o f his 
distinctive hats. He 
was known for being 
nattily dressed, often  
in plaid pants or 
jacket.
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library facilities in 1983. W hat had been the art room  was renovated 
and expanded to accom m odate grow ing  library needs, and the art room  
m oved into the SAC. Pam  Elm er assumed the position o f  Lange 
Library librarian in 1981 after com pleting  a degree in media studies at 
W righ t State University. A ccording to an editorial w ritten  by student 
Tom Elmer, the “big question” o f  the year w hile the library was under 
construction was, “W here is our library?” M any students believed that 
“because there is no functional library at the m om ent, the initiative to 
do the w ork required is lost.”W ith o u t a library to  w ork in, students 
resorted to “lounging and conversing w ith  friends” instead o f  doing 
hom ew ork, he asserted.
T he sense o f  com m unity  that had m arked the school from its 
earliest days rem ained a critical value to students, parents, and faculty.
An annual holiday sing prio r to w in te r break offered opportunities for 
older students to cultivate relationships w ith  younger children through
the B ig S ib/L ittle Sib program. A 
tradition  o f  singing “T he Twelve 
Days o f  C hristm as” w ith each class 
con trib u tin g  at appropriate cues (e.g., 
fifth graders chim ing in w ith  “ ...five 
gold rings”) sometimes tu rned  into 
a shouting  contest to assert classes’ 
dubious claims o f being loudest.
“E xpansion” characterized n o t 
only the physical grow th and facili­
ties developm ent, but also the 
program s available to students and 
the learning strategies offered in classrooms. From  the first Brownie 
Scout troop and cheerleading squad to  the annual alumni gatherings, 
traditions developed that becam e part o f  the life o f  the school for many. 
In  classrooms, opportunities for intellectual risk-taking promised by the 
school’s philosophy w ere manifested in a variety o f  ways. Linda Walczak
First day o f school, 1979, meant 
shortened  classes and student- 
governm ent-organized gam es on the 
so ccer field. Opening day, traditionally 
the day after Labor Day, was m oved  
back a week.
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(later Kretzler) opened the school year by skydiving onto  the soccer 
field, signalling the kind o f  leap that students were offered in  their 
learning. T h e  anatom y class dissected cats.T he psychology class used 
Skinnerian techniques to train caged pigeons (who had a definite 
im pact on the physical environm ent o f  their classroom). M iddle school 
science students invented “ R u b e  G oldberg” contraptions. A m erican 
Authors students perform ed rap songs related to The Great Gatsby. In a 
genuine studen t exchange, Peter C am m  s Im m ersion students returned  
from homestays in St. Die, France, and then  hosted their French 
counterparts for three weeks during spring term . A nd the concep t o f 
Im m ersion to o k  on  other expressions as well. School parents T im  and 
Sharon Patterson launched a year-long sailing adventure, taking their 
children M eaghan and Rockw ell, as well as their sixth grade teacher, 
Lou Ann W ilson, w ho tu tored the children du ring  their journey.
As enro llm ent increased and program s expanded, parking on 
campus em erged  as an issue o f  concern , w ith  increased student 
driving— although only jun io rs and seniors had permission to drive 
to school. Faculty m em bers were assured parking by means o f  assigned 
spaces. (Teacher Tom Brereton was am ong  a handful to eschew this 
system. B rereton  regularly parked his yellow  muscle car in an open  area 
near the mailbox.)
Parents organized class coffees as a way to prom ote interaction 
am ong parents and to garner appropriate grade-level inform ation 
related to  school programs and social concerns.T hese  coffees were 
hosted by families in their homes until m u ch  later w hen  class size 
precluded such hospitality, and coffees to o k  place at school. A m ong 
concerns for b o th  parents and faculty was the perennial issue o f  appro­
priate dress. W h a t had been a m uch m ore form al approach to  attire in 
the early years had relaxed to proscribe sports attire, cutoffs, and tank 
tops, but o therw ise allowed students to dress as they wished.
Just as Im m ersion represents a h igh  p o in t in the year for students 
today, so then  it was a source o f  o p p o rtu n ity  for m em orable learning
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experiences. Until that time, students had traveled and pursued their 
interests in a variety o f  ways w ith o u t incident. T he learning itself 
represented a certain kind o f  risk-taking, extending learning beyond 
the familiar and providing opportunities to  docum ent experiences in 
w ritten  and oral expression. For the first time, the physical risks became 
dramatically clear in 1980, w hen  Spanish teacher Janet Jones and five 
students were involved in a bus accident in M exico w hile they studied 
at Cuernavaca. Eleven people were killed in the overcrowded bus; 
fortunately, none o f  the MVS students was injured, although Jones was 
hospitalized and suffered damage to her optic nerve. Dr. John Boyles, 
parent o f  Kelly w ho was on the trip, eventually travelled to M exico to 
facilitate her treatm ent and release.
At the same time, a fledgling M odel U nited  Nations program 
was garnering recognition at the U niversity o f Dayton M odel U.N. 
conference and participating in the national conference in N ew  York, 
under the leadership o f  advisor Fran Inbody. T he program grew and 
developed, eventually involving forty or m ore upper school students in 
the national conference, w here they distinguished themselves w ith a 
variety o f awards and recognitions. In 2002, alumnus Benjy Lowry, now 
a m em ber o f the English departm ent, jo in ed  Inbody as co-advisor to 
the program. T he Phloem & Xylem, w ith Ailing as its advisor until 1984 
and Barbara Cleary in subsequent years, began to w in gold and silver 
awards in the C olum bia Scholastic Press Association’s national journal­
ism contests. T he literary magazine know n as Moire in the 1970s 
became Aesthesia, w ith Betsy H ughes as advisor, later jo ined  by 
Florence Krahling. Both were English teachers.
Student governm ent prospered, w ith  attention given to develop­
ing an understanding o f  R o b e rt’s R ules o f  O rder and establishing 
bylaws. Steve Bloom  had been elected president for 1977-78, followed 
in later years by Keta Cowan, Steve Bailey, R ichard  Taylor, Jeff 
H ochm an,Todd Lang, and T im  Cleary. A leadership seminar, led by 
student governm ent advisor Steve D em aree, included all leaders o f
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student activities and team s.The sem inar took place on campus in 
1984, but was later held at R olling  Hills Girl Scout Camp. D em aree 
and volunteer faculty m em bers introduced skills o f  speaking, organiz­
ing, creating agenda, and soliciting participation. S tudent governm ent 
president Bailey and his organization organized a “ com m ons resurrec­
tion,” according to an article in Phloem & Xylem  by David Jones in 
1981. Students helped to paint walls, erect new  walls, and move lockers 
in the form er gym. M eanwhile, a lower school student governm ent 
organization, form ed w ith teacher Lou Ann W ilson as advisor, spon­
sored a “ trash hike” and focused on the environm ent.
M ore than 200 participated in an all­
school W in ter Jam boree, the brainchild o f 
principal Tom  Elmer, in 1983. Planned 
activities ranged from hiking to p ing-pong 
tournam ents, a spaghetti d inner served by 
m em bers o f  the faculty, and a dance for 
upper school students w ith Tom Brereton 
serving as disk jockey. In the m eantim e,
Bruce Jones and interested students, includ­
ing Jennifer Stein, launched a ski club, w hich 
m et at Sugarcreek Ski Hills (owned and 
managed by the parents o f  student Sam 
Staley, later a trustee o f  the school) in 
Bellbrook each M onday after school.
A Tuesday and Thursday activity program  gave many extracur­
ricular activities opportunities for success. T he  student newspaper 
published “m ore papers this year than ever before under the direction 
o f  D uncan  Ailing and editor Billy R abinow itz,” D oug  Brennecke 
w rote in the Phloem & Xylem  in February. T he  staff published four 
issues that year. Choir, under the direction o f  Peggy Surdyk, and 
reading for leisure were am ong activities offered in the tw ice-a-w eek 
sessions.The literary magazine was able to garner creative w riting  from
Upper school principal 
Tom Elm er glances at 
the scoreboard during 
a faculty-student 
basketball game in 
1980.
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students w ho w rote during  the activity period, and student govern­
m ent flourished, benefiting from tim e allotted by the schedule.
“Leavin’ for a D ream ” and “W h en  You See a C hance” repre­
sented themes for jun io r-sen io r prom s in  1982 and 1983, says Jan 
Isaacson, a m em ber o f  the class o f  1983, w h en  the prom  took place at 
H olland House, a restaurant on Far Hills Avenue. O th e r venues for 
proms in the 1980s included Sycam ore C o u n try  Club, the Dayton 
R acquet Club, and restaurants th roughou t the D ayton area. To make 
m oney for the prom , Isaacson’s class con tinued  to  sponsor a salad bar 
for lunch, a project initiated the p rio r year as a service project to raise 
m oney for charity.
Athletics programs continued  to m ature through the decade, 
w ith  w inning basketball teams em erging  along w ith  tennis and soccer. 
Led by Greg Ailing, Tom  Elmer, Jason Thom as, James M oore, and M ark 
M cGuire, boys’ varsity basketball m ade headlines th roughout the season 
under the coaching o fV in  R om eo . A young faculty also participated in 
sports in its own way. John  V andenB oom ’s account o f  a faculty pickup 
soccer league dem onstrates how  sports interest was no t confined to 
students— or to talented athletes. “ Peter C h an d ler’s goofy laugh and 
flying forearms, Bob Fatherley’s questionable shooting  skills, Tom 
Elm er driving dow n the lane, Joe Z aluski’s flying hook  shots” are 
am ong his m em ories o f  this interaction. Tom B rereton remembers 
“ intense games w ith formerYalie basketball player D uncan Ailing,” 
w ho  wanted to coach everyone. Aside from  the  sports arena, 
VandenBoom  says he is grateful that his “ form ative” teaching years 
were at MVS, especially under the guidance o f  M aria Ferraro and Tom 
Wilson. VandenBoom, w ho now  teaches in Taiwan, says he “w ouldn’t 
be the math teacher I am today w ith o u t their help.”
In student sports,V andenBoom  recalls the “ in tim ate” sports 
programs that were often seen as character builders. “H ow  else could 
I view a JV boys’ soccer loss to C enterville 14-0?” he says. Players like 
H arrison H obart, D ex ter M ead, D anny Klein, and others gave great
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effort,V andenB oom  says, bu t larger, m ore established sports programs 
often prevailed over the “small but m igh ty” MVS teams.
M iddle school soccer provided skills instruction and interscholas­
tic play as well. A seventh and eighth grade boys’ team was coached in 
1981 by a m em orable duo o f  Ellen Sm ith and Tom B rereton to  a 
season record o f  2-5-2. B ruce Jones led runners R ichard Taylor, Julie 
M oore, C hris Nalley, R o g er Meike, Scott Ew ert, Dan Klein, Susan 
Bedford, M alena Calvin, J .R . Bockoven, and Kathy M obley through 
training sessions, com m enting  in a 1981 Phloem &
Xylem  article that “not having proper facilities 
d idn’t h in d er” the team. Bockoven and M obley 
advanced in com petition— M obley to w in  state 
titles in 100 and 200 m eter races, as n o ted  earlier.
M VS team s did not typically advance in state
tournam ents o r expect overwhelm ingly w inn ing
seasons. An exception was the tennis program ,
w hich con tinued  to build a legacy o f  w in n in g
seasons. T h e  girls’ team brought Vin R o m e o ’s record
o f  wins to 100 w hen Leslie D uberstein, Jennifer
Stein, Lisa Stein, Lisa D ieruf, and Lisa R o m e o  won Cir>dy Stem  was a
m em ber o f  the 1979
over G reeneview  and ended the season 1 5-5 . tennis team .
Eugene Hagan, a standout player w ho  had  been using a racquet since 
the age o f  7, was ranked 28th in the n a tion , and as a freshm an w ith a 
26-0 record, lost in the state tou rnam en t after w inning district and 
regional contests.
D u rin g  Tom  B rereton’s tenure as varsity soccer coach, the boys’ 
team  advanced to earn the school’s first sectional w in in the state 
tournam ent. Soccer continued to m ain tain  a dom inant presence among 
MVS teams, building interest am ong y o u n g er boys and girls as well as 
upper school students.
Lor the first time, M VS had cheerleaders— at least for boys’ 
basketball games. T he first m em bers o f  th e  cheerleading team  were
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Malena Calvin, Lasonya Taylor, Beth D uke, C arm en Harlan, Kim Rush, 
and Jill Hadley. In addition to “official” cheerleaders, there seemed to 
be ad hoc efforts at spirit as well. A m em orable group o f  boys with 
soccer balls on their heads cheered enthusiastically for a 1984 district 
tournam ent at the University o f  D ayton. These included Sean Turner, 
Scott M cDonald, Greg Reveal, and G eorge Sherer.
This individual initiative was m anifested in other ways as well. 
Scott Ewert advertised in the student new spaper that he would, for 
only $30 ,“wash and wax your car including windows (inside and out), 
do bug and tar removal, scrub w heel wells, and clean w hite walls; polish 
chrome; sweep and scrub all carpet including truck; clean and condi­
tion vinyl or leather inside and out.”
Acknowledging five graduating classes, the first alumni steering 
com m ittee was form ed in 1978, consisting o f  David M azer (’74), Jim  
Thom sen (’74), Chip Spayd (’74), M ichelle Him m ell (’75), Lydia 
H obart (’75), Ray M cG uire (’75),John  Harshbarger (’76), Beth Saidel 
(’78), and George Day (’78). A lthough by then  there had been fewer 
than 100 graduates, an alum ni bulletin was published in the spring o f 
1979, inspiring support and providing new s o f  graduates from the first 
five classes. In graduating classes and p roducing  alumni, the school had 
reached a significant stage in its grow th, and  the form ation o f an 
alum ni council represented pride in that grow th.
Facilities in the school continued to  change to m eet developing 
needs. A “new ” science lab— really a rem odelling o f the original lab 
space— opened in 1982 w ith “a w hole n ew  look. G one are the tables 
w ithout sinks or gas outlets...This has been  removed and replaced by 
two new  lab tables w ith  a total o f  five sinks and an acid sump to pour 
down liquids that m ight otherw ise h u rt the  pipes,” D an Klein wrote in 
an issue o f  the student newspaper. Science teacher Bryan Czarnota said 
that the new  tables w ould provide facilities for 14 students, with 
separate desks for lectures. T he cost o f  the improvements was about
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$30,000, and Czarnota expressed his hope for new  storage space and 
room  for com puters to com plem ent the new  resources in the lab.
Teachers and adm inistrators fretted about science facilities, but 
students carried on. A 1982 anatom y class had funeral services for their 
dissected cats, recalls alumnus M ichael E conom ou. Processing to the 
dum pster w ith their flag-draped boxes, they paused for “a few words 
from  Stephanie Jump,” then gave the animals appropriate burial. Jan 
Isaacson, as a junior, participated in the solem n occasion as well, she 
says, acknowledging that the class had “evidently becom e attached” to 
their cats.
W ith  respect to enrollm ent size, “any school always wants to be a 
little larger,” Ailing acknow ledged in an in terview  w ith D oug  Jenks in 
1990. W hile some saw the size o f  the school as an asset, others per­
ceived it as a limitation, believing that the qualities o f  the small school 
m ight be lost w ith larger enrollm ent figures— a com plaint, as no ted  in 
the in troduction, that accom panied every increase in enrollm ent 
th roughou t the school’s history. Ailing believed that the existing
A  rare photo  of an assembled group o f  trustees. This 1983 board included (front) 
Annabelle Cummings, Macey Taylor, Ginny Dieruf, Jan Rudd (president), Julia Hobart, 
Sherry  M cK enney (Parents' Association president), Mimi Grant; (back) Ron Durbin, David 
Peck, Jam es Gilvary, Alan Rosenberg, Jon  Verity, Ralph Heyman, William Borchers, David 
Powell, William Weprin, Richard Lewis, Bruce Bedford. M issing from the photo are 
m em bers David K. Burnap, Julian Lange, and Jay Woodhull.
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facilities could grow  to 350 o r 360 students, but the special programs 
w ould need m ore space: “ W here are you going to put new  com puters? 
I f  there’s an extra section in low er school, w here are you going to put 
them ?” he w ondered, before launching  a campaign for additional space.
In a Phloem & Xylem  article, w ritten  in Ailing s third year, a 
headline announced “H eadm aster W ants School to Grow.” W hile the 
article never articulated how  that was true, it dwelled on  Ailing s o ther 
im portant responsibilities: “Mr. Ailing is also the m an w ho  decides
the them e o f  A lling’s tenure may have been 
Marc Stayman's 1979 mural expansion, student interests lay in aspects o f
C ontinuing to balance the dem ands o f  external perception w ith  
internal excellence, Ailing acknow ledged in his 1982 report to the 
school that the school facilities needed  attention. “ If  we do no t pursue 
conservation o f  our facilities, we will soon look ragged at the edges,” he 
said. A m ong his goals were com pletion  o f  science facilities, expansion 
o f  the upper school library, and renovation o f  the com m ons and drama 
area. Asserting the need for the faculty to  “develop and balance the 
triangle o f  freedom, responsibility, and fulfillment o f  assignments,”
Ailing also listed o ther goals, includ ing  evaluating sum m er programs, 
anticipating a capital campaign, developing the final gift o f  land from 
the M ead property, and building endow m ents as a source o f  incom e 
for the school. T hrough  the Assuring Excellence campaign launched 
shortly thereafter, seven additional classrooms were provided as a fourth, 
fifth, and sixth grade “wing.” T h e  cam paign generated 1.4 million
w hen  to call o ff school in case o f  bad 
weather,” for example, and “Mr. Ailing has 
o ther things to  do besides w orking w ith the 
board o f  trustees. H e is the coach for the 4th, 
5th, and 6th grade basketball team  and 
teacher o f  A lgebra I.” It seems clear that w hile
remains in the upper school 
hallway. school life that touched  them  m ore closely.
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dollars to con tribu te to the physical grow th  o f the facility and the 
professional grow th o f  the faculty, and funded not only the substantial 
classroom addition to the lower school bu t also im provem ent to 
athletic fields. A “Special Friends” program  established recognition for 
m ajor donors to the school. T he list o f  special friends in 1982 included 
W illiam  L. Borchers, Mr. and Mrs. R ich a rd  H. G rant III, M r. and Mrs. 
John  B. G reene, Frederick R . M cC onnaughey, and M r. and Mrs. 
Frederick C. Smith. W hile Ailing saw th e  need for endow m ent funds 
to expand, nonetheless he says that, as the  one responsible for institu­
tional grow th o f  the school from age 15 to  age 22, “W e got to  a 
po in t that I was pleased w ith.”
That “point,” in Alling’s description, represented a school that was 
mature, “not as rough around the edges.” Its maturity was reflected in 
keener analysis o f  academic programs, 
and in  steps taken toward a separate 
middle school for grades seven and 
eight, w ith teacher Jerry Sampson as 
dean o f  that program. Focusing on the 
transition from elementary to second­
ary school, faculty in the seventh and 
eighth grades helped to lead students 
into “organizing and planning their 
tim e” as well as expanding their understand 
ings and enriching their skills in math, 
science, social sciences, foreign language,
English, visual arts, music, and physical education. Step by step, the pro­
gram was beginning to separate itself from  the lower and upper school 
programs to address the unique needs o f  seventh and eighth graders.
O f  course, 1984 was a national election year, and classroom 
learning often  expanded to  take in issues related to  national politics. 
R o b in  R h e e ’s second graders w rote political speeches and w atched 
returns on election nights. U.S. R epresentative (now Senator) Mike
Middle school teachers (back)
Ken Ashjian, Joris Heise, Jerry  
Sampson, Moira Laughlin; (front) 
Karen Rinn, Sharyn Jackson, Julie 
Jolsen in 1986.
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D eW ine visited the fifth grade classrooms o f  Bill Glisson and Heidi 
Senetra. And political cartoonist M ike Peters delighted fourth, fifth, and 
sixth graders w ith a lesson on drawing political cartoons. (A photo o f 
M ike Peters that appeared in Newsweek on  O ctober 13, 1980 showed 
Peters holding a caricature o f principal Joe Zaluski that he had created 
during a visit to Zaluski s classroom.)
In the full swing o f  the presidential campaign, fifth graders 
heard President R onald  R eagan speak at C ourthouse Square in 
Dayton before the N ovem ber election, and sixth graders carried out 
simulated debates, w hile Ellen S m ith’s art class made papier mache 
donkeys and elephants. T he presidential debates provided fodder for 
upper school governm ent, econom ics, and history classes, where 
teacher Steve D em aree often intentionally  took the opposite side in a 
discussion, believing that “ th inking occurs only w hen there is a conflict 
to be resolved.”
Besides increased attention to middle school students, Ailing saw the 
addition o f an interdisciplinary American Studies course, enhancements in 
Immersion, development o f com puter learning, expansion o f the arts, and 
support o f wide range o f student learning as further marks o f a “mature” 
school program. The headmaster was deeply committed to the develop­
m ent o f w ritten expression as well. “W riting  is something you will do all 
your life,” he said, and he wanted students “ to  graduate at age 18 with an 
in-depth experience in writing and com fort w ith written expression.” It 
was Alling’s initiative that had resulted in the publication o f The Bulletin 
beginning in 1981, and o f The Miami Valley School Magazine, published the 
year after he left the school, and dedicated to him.
T he curriculum  offered a variety o f  opportunities to consider life 
outside the school. Students in the A m erican  Studies, M icroeconom ics, 
and Latin Am erican courses attended a lecture by then-secretary o f  
defense Casper W einberger, for example. A nne Turner, a staff w riter for 
Phloem & Xylem, characterized the speech as “one o f generalizations,” in 
w hich the secretary defended the use o f  nuclear weapons and the need
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for a strong American m ilitary power. An even m ore direct experience 
w ith C old  War events was conveyed in a letter from  Germany, w ritten  
by student Kate Day w ho was spending a year abroad as an exchange 
student. “T here are soldiers everyw here [in East Berlin]— on just about 
every corner. I’ve never felt so tense before, especially w hen talking 
w ith  [host] M artina, because it was, o f  course, dangerous for her to be 
talking to  us about politics and conditions in her country.”
Fine arts education was enhanced by the school’s participation in 
the O h io  Arts Council, benefiting  from a num ber o f  artist-in-the- 
schools placements. Am ong the first o f  these, arranged by lower school 
music teacher Nancy E tter and arts chair Ellen Sm ith, was the 1986 
residency o f musician Sheona M cDowell, an Australian “Pied P iper” 
w ho  inspired lower school children to write, to sing, and to dance. O ne 
ou tcom e o f  her residency was the production o f  a recording o f  M VS 
childrens work, “Tap Your Feet.” C ontinuing  a tradition o f  mural 
painting that had begun w ith  R icky  Serbin, M att Burger, and Peter 
H ouk  in the 1970s, Stephanie Jum p painted a m ural in the hallway that, 
according to Ailing, reflected the school appropriately.
A painting o f three balloons in full ascent, it provided 
a them e for Ailing s remarks abou t the school at that 
time. “ Indeed, we are soaring!” he said in his 
annual report to parents.
Ellen Sm ith’s art program  for lower
school emphasized process and  creating art,
bu t the products, including colorful masks,
w ere always a vital part o f  hallway art— and
later o f  students’ room  decorations after they
were taken home. The D ayton  A rt Institute’s
“P icture Lady” visited the school to offer Student art work, such as
this drawing by Debbie Kay, 
lessons in art history. (The practice o f bringing highlighted printed
invitations to the Fine A rts
art to the school continues to  the present, Festival.
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with M arilyn R u e th  as the 21st-cen tu ry  “Picture Lady.”) T he  school’s 
first Fine Arts Festival took  place in 1983, at the suggestion o f  m iddle 
school music teacher India Cain. This provided a showcase for visual 
arts, music, and dance. S tudent w ork  from  all grades was displayed in 
the low er school gym, and musical o r dance perform ances followed in 
the com m ons. A rt teacher Linda Walczak was featured in the suburban 
Times publication in N ovem ber, 1983, no t only for her art, but also for 
her participation in skydiving com petition . At that point, she had 
com pleted m ore than a thousand jum ps, including a 72-way w orld- 
record-setting jum p  in Florida, and by 2003 she was a w orld record 
jum per in several events. W hile K retzler herself was accum ulating 
records, her students were receiving regular recognition in art com peti­
tions, such as the O hio  G o vernor’s Award and the Scholastic Art 
Awards program.
P rio r to Walczak’s arrival in  1978, the upper school art teacher 
was Jim  R eed . Jan Isaacson recalls that “as an art project, he had us 
spray paint his van,” after testing the cans o f  paint on the carpet in the 
art room . “We could paint w hatever w e w anted on his van,” she says, 
recalling that R eed  was at the school for only one year.
R ichard  M iletic, a school parent, in troduced w oodw ind instru­
ments to a group o f  ten students in grades 5-8, using part o f  the 
school’s activity period on W ednesdays, a practice that was still in place 
in the schedule. T he tiny program  was a precursor to a broader instru­
m ental program  that em erged in  the 1990s under the leadership o f  
Marla Butke, m iddle school m usic teacher, and parent H elen Jackson.
In the m eantim e, lower school m usic teacher N ancy E tter was in tro­
ducing younger students to  O rf f  instrum ents, both  in the classroom and 
through perform ance opportun ities, and was becom ing involved in 
regional and state O rff organizations. F ourth  and fifth grade O rff 
ensembles perform ed in the w in te r co n cert in 1983, along w ith several 
choral groups from the lower school.
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A m ong school programs that were reassessed and confirm ed was 
the early childhood education approach. M ike Parrish’s earlier launch 
o f  a program  for 3- and 4-year-olds becam e established in 1982-83 as 
a perm anen t early childhood program  u nder the direction o f  Judy 
Fujawa and Karyl Bright, w ho had been  hired earlier to offer en rich­
m ent for gifted students. Four-year-olds attended m orn ing  sessions, 
w hile 5- and 6-year-olds had the op tion  o f  rem aining for a full day o f 
learning. (Later, these students were affectionately referred to as the 
“halfsies” and “wholesies.”) C ynthia R o w d en  and M ary R ose Back 
also staffed the program. Karyl B right becam e director o f  this growing 
program  for young children.
Technology education represented a fledgling area o f learning in the 
school. A lthough most large organizations relied on mainframe com puter 
systems, Apple had introduced its personal com puter in 1978, and other 
manufacturers followed its lead. C om puter technology was introduced to 
the school w ith a donation o f  O sborn com puters in 1984 by Frank 
Zorniger, trustee and father o f Peter, Betsy, and D on. He had purchased 30 
o f  these computers in exchange for lessons on building the program that 
he wanted to create for his inventory system at Frank Z Chevrolet, he says, 
and subsequently gave them  to the school. Carolyn Young, w ho taught 
typing, introduced students to the skills o f  keyboarding. Later, upper school 
secretary R ita Heckmann assumed that responsibility, teaching word 
processing on a cumbersome program know n as Wordstar. M onitors were 
7-inch green-hued squinters where students entered complex commands 
for simple tasks. Heckmann recalls that the keyboarding program was 
moved to a modular unit (known as “ the trailer”) for two years, w here it 
shared space w ith Spanish teacher M aria Donat.
W h en  Becky Stratm an jo in ed  the  faculty as a com puter literacy 
teacher, she and Bill Glisson developed plans for a “spiral cu rricu lu m ” 
in grades 4-8 . T he school had a total o f  seven Apple I Is for student use 
and instruction  at that point. B rian H ayde, in an article in Phloem & 
Xylem, addressed the “big boost” that the educational program  got from
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the anonym ous donation o f  five com puters. He described the media: 
“These disks, w hich look like little records, have characters, which are 
words and figures that only the com puter can understand.” C om puter 
teacher Bill Glisson noted that the com puters “provide an enrichm ent 
for the 4th through 8th graders... It is the wave o f  the future.” In 1988, 
a Fifth T hird Foundation grant funded the first journalism  com puter, 
an Apple II, and a big-ticket laser p rin ter for the journalism  program. 
T he first com puter-centered  Im m ersion course was offered in 1982, 
under the direction o f  Tom W ilson, w ith  Barbara Cleary as co-teacher. 
Originally, prevailing w isdom  dictated that students should learn 
program m ing skills in order to be considered “com puter literate”—  
an idea that dissolved as software proliferated and was available for a 
variety o f  applications.
After Joe Zaluski left the school in 1988, Phyllis Constan as­
sum ed the lower school principal position. In that role, she encouraged 
com puter skill acquisition, teaching a keyboard class herself to lower 
school students. A regular collection o f  these children paraded over to 
the upper school com puter room  for instruction. Expansion o f hard­
ware was slow, and dem and on the few A pple com puters that the 
school had was great. Nonetheless, the use o f  com puters in the 1980s, 
regardless o f  the level o f  sophistication, expressed a growing sense o f 
depth in the school’s offerings and a clear com m itm ent to the future. 
By the mid-90s, a technology com m ittee headed by Richard Van Vleck, 
trustee and father o f  Jennifer (’92), had developed a five-year plan for 
rapidly-em erging technology alternatives, and the development o f  
appropriate technology has continued  to  advance w ith a second five- 
year plan introduced in 2003.
As the w orld’s technology was changing and expanding, student 
interests were being altered as well. A Phloem & Xylem  article w ritten  
by Jeff R iordan announced the new  popularity  o f  video games, p o in t­
ing out that they are “addictive” and listing the most popular games: 
Tempest, PacM an, A rm or Attack, Space Invaders, and Asteroids.
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R io rd an ’s com m ent was em blem atic o f the ways in  w hich en tertain­
m ent would continue to change for high school students: “After all, 
these games are a lot m ore challenging than a simple game o f  dom i­
noes.” In o ther signs o f the tim e, Malena Calvin w rote a review o f  an 
Earth, W ind and Fire concert, Reds baseball player Dave Collins visited 
the lower school, and D avid B urnap addressed the evolving NASA 
space program  in an inform ational colum n. Stephanie W eber says she 
studied ecology in the w oods w ith her classmates and teacher Sheldon 
Gurney, in addition to “ju s t plain goofing o ff” there.
Excitem ent was aroused at one point in the 
m id-1980s w hen a NASA space shuttle, re turn ing  
after a successful mission and flying low from 
Edwards Air Force Base in  California to Cape 
Canaveral via W right Patterson AFB, dipped over 
the school piggyback on a cargo jet. A faculty 
m eeting was interrupted w h e n  teachers ran to 
the windows to see the h isto ric  flyover, and athletic 
practices came to an abrupt halt as students stared 
skyward.
It was the school’s em phasis on academic 
excellence that ultimately gave technology educa­
tion a foothold in the program , and that emphasis 
has been m aintained th ro u g h o u t the school’s 
history. Even w ith the discouraging conclusion to 
the C um  Laude Society’s recognition  o f academic 
excellence described in P art 2, that excellence 
continued  to thrive in the school, both in class­
room  programs and in co -cu rricu la r perform ance.
A team  o f scholars com peted, for example, in “As 
Schools M atch Wits,” sponsored by a local televi­
sion station. Craig Myers, M arc Mayerson, M ing Tsai, and others 
com peted successfully against o ther area schools, and in preparation for
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Annabelle Cummings 
was the "pocket  
lady" at the annual 
spring fair for several 
years.
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each m atch, were drilled by teachers Tom Brereton, M aria Ferraro,
Betsy H ughes, Florence K rahling, and C arolyn Young.
W hile the board o f trustees and headmaster focused on the larger 
picture o f school life, including attention to its economic stability, retention 
o f excellent teachers, opportunities for professional development, market­
ing the school in the community, and managem ent o f tuition costs, the 
day-to-day life o f  students continued to  be marked by the same sense o f 
com m unity that had characterized the school from its inception. As 
students moved toward graduation and beyond, what they remembered 
about their experiences had little to do w ith enrollment, technology 
expansion, trustee concerns, or curriculum  coordination. Instead, they 
took w ith them, as Shelly Lofino (’92) recalls, a sense o f  wonder and 
connectedness from their school years: the third grade “Think Tank” in 
Leila McCluskey s 1980s classroom, a cardboard TV  used to present skits 
and programs, and a corner full o f  pillows for silent reading. Later, it would 
be shaving cream fights at the spring fair, pinata parties in Ellen Kay’s 
Spanish class, and the senior tradition o f  sitting on the edge o f the stage 
during m orning announcements.
Teachers, too, continued  to  feel that sense o f  community. Lower 
school teachers say they felt supported  by C onstan’s leadership, often 
m eeting for breakfast to discuss educational issues, as teacher Sue C arr 
recalls.“ [Constan] fostered teaching freedom  and a highly intellectual 
atmosphere,” C arr says, challenging teachers to be their best through 
her ow n personal support as w ell as broad understanding o f  good 
independent school teaching. Faculty cam araderie continued to 
flourish, w ith  a gourm et group form ing , as well as faculty athletic 
com petitions. M iddle school English teacher Julie Jolsen instituted the 
Golden B room  award, a genial p rize for the  teacher w ho tidied the 
faculty w ork room  most assiduously. H eadm aster Ailing began a 
tradition o f  hosting a w hite elephant exchange for teachers, adm inistra­
tors, and support staff, and dressed as Santa for a faculty party at school.
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Peter C am m , w ho began teaching French at the school in 1982, 
played a key role in the developm ent o f  drama, jo in in g  Tom Elm er in 
co-d irecting  the production o f  The Zoo Story and The Bald Soprano, for 
example, in 1984. As noted in Part 2, E lm er directed nearly 60 drama 
and musical productions th roughou t his 18-year tenure in the school.
H e and music teacher Linda R odegh iero  produced You’re A  Good Man, 
Charlie Brown in  1984, the school’s second p roduction  o f  the comedy, 
as well as Once Upon a Mattress and a dozen o ther musical com edies 
over the years that he was at the school.
A t the same time, N ancy  E tter launched successful productions 
each spring w ith  lower school cast m em bers. L ibrarian C herie  Craig 
supported  these w ith som etim es-elaborate costum e creation. Even 
Sharyn Jackson, know n for h er prowess on  the athletic field and in the 
health  education classroom, got into the act, d irecting middle school 
com edies w ith  assistant director Karen R in n . Jackson acknowledges 
that her role in teaching young people abou t m aking choices in term s 
o f  drug use, sexual activity, lifelong fitness, and good health was far 
m ore notable than her contributions to  drama.
T h e  school’s participation in the O h io  Arts C ouncil artist-in- 
the-schools continued  to expand, w ith  artists-in-residence offering 
program s to all three divisions on a rotating basis. Tom  Elm er recalls 
that the school was recognized at one p o in t as sponsoring m ore artists 
than any o ther school in the state. H e and low er school principal Joe 
Zaluski even participated as dancers in an O .A .C . celebration at the 
D ayton  A rt Institute.
Diversity, representing the com m itm ent o f  trustees, adm inistra­
tors, and faculty m em bers, continued  to  be a hallm ark o f  the school. 
From  its inception, M iam i Valley School strove to m eet Ted T ruslow ’s 
vision o f  serving “the w hole com m unity.” Ailing said that this diversity 
was am ong the qualities that had attracted h im  to the school in the first 
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He saw the essential role o f  the admissions process in building on the 
ways in w hich the school had already opened  the door to economic, 
racial, and ethnic m inorities. In one classroom, for example, were 
students o f  Jewish, Quaker, H indu, and C hristian backgrounds, as well 
as African-A mericans, “French girls and a Japanese boy w ho could 
barely speak English, an Ethiopian, and a Russian.” After the arrival o f 
three Iranians in 1979, seven additional Iranian students came to MVS 
w hen their hom eland was undergoing leadership upheaval that ulti­
mately resulted in the ouster o f the shah. Q ualified students who 
represented the “w hole com m unity” w ere welcome, and Ailing worked 
hard to continue to attract capable students, especially those from the
black com m unity .“W ere not talking 
about the urban ghetto,” Ailing said in an 
interview, poin ting  to the strong black 
middle class com m unity in the Dayton 
area and the com m unity’s traditions 
going back to  the U nderground R ail­
road and the establishment o f 
W ilberforce and Central State Universi­
ties to serve the black community. Jon 
Verity, board  president in the late 1980s, 
counts “ small classes and great diversity” 
am ong the m ost im portant learning 
experiences that his daughter Vivi and 
son Jed had at the school.
A tradition o f  celebrating the M artin  Luther King, Jr. holiday 
w ith student presentations and singing (rather than simply taking the 
day off) rem ained a vital part o f  school life until January 1986, w hen 
federal law brought a closing o f school o n  w hat had become a national 
holiday. Begun by Sharyn Jackson w ith  th e  encouragem ent o f Tom 
Elmer, the celebration Unlisted leadership from  Florence Krahling but 
later becam e a student-led initiative. State speech w inner Kathy
Before assuming a series of 
administrative roles that 
ultimately led to the headm aster 
position, Tom Brereton was a 
social science teacher, teaching 
his classes in what is now room  
10. Here, he grades student 
papers at his desk.
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M obley delivered King’s “ I’ve Been to  the M ountain Top” speech in 
1982 and students dramatized R osa Parks’ courageous stand on the bus 
in M ontgom ery, Alabama. T h e  D unbar High School choir was also 
invited to sing.
T he school drew a large num ber o f Jewish students from n o rth ­
ern  D ayton neighborhoods beginn ing  in the early 1970s and 
continuing to the present. Parent M yra Jean Lewis rem em bers older 
students w atching over 4-year-old  Josh as he took  the long bus trip 
from D ayton View. Some o f  these students, like A ndy Ellenbogen and 
D an Perkel, transferred from H illel Academy, w hich  later closed its 
upper school program, creating an even m ore predictable flow o f 
Jewish students to the school from  both  north and south com m unities. 
Parents were drawn to the m ix o f  younger and older students in the 
same school environment, and often younger siblings followed upper 
school students to the school.
T he  student body represented a w idening range o f  cultural, 
ethnic, religious, and socioeconom ic backgrounds. T h e  com m itm ent to 
this pool o f  students was enhanced  by a dedication to financial aid that 
represented m ore than 15 percen t o f  the school’s budget, serving about 
20 percent o f  its students— a substantial com m itm ent am ong indepen­
dent schools. For a young program  w ith  limited endow m ent funds, this 
represented a dramatic statem ent o f  intention to foster the values that 
diversity brings to a com m unity. T he  Bruce and A nn Bedford family 
established a named scholarship opportunity  for students, a tribute to 
Leila McCluskey, Joann P oppleton, and R ob in  R h e e  w ho  had played 
especially im portant roles in the  lives o f their daughters Julie and Susan. 
As nam ed scholarship opportun ities expanded later in the 1980s and 
the endow m ents for financial aid increased, this aspect o f  enrollm ent 
becam e part o f  the fabric o f  the  school.
Growth in enrollment led to  the need for expansion o f facilities, a 
prospect that has never been easy for the school. Controversies that had
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surrounded die original groundbreaking on Denise Drive continued to 
haunt the school with each new expansion o f  program or facilities. The 
neighborhood, including many original owners w ho had fought to keep 
the school out o f  the area, petitioned the Board o f  Zoning Appeals to this
effect in 1964. School attorneys Paul 
Lacouture and Charles S. Bridge (also a 
trustee o f  the school) had successfully 
argued long before that the township’s 
zoning ordinance was unconstitutional 
because it permitted public and 
parochial schools in residential areas, 
but required special permits for 
private, independent schools. The 
argum ent had been successful in 
launching the new school, but as w ith 
later, equally brilliant, legal successes, 
it served to further alienate the 
school’s neighbors.
A m ong the neighbors, o f  course, was the headmaster himself. 
A lthough the Truslows had initially lived o ff  campus, the house at 828 
Selma D rive later became hom e to  headm asters and their families. B ob 
and Julie Fatherley, and later D uncan  and C ynth ia Ailing and Tom and 
Amy B rereton and their families occup ied  the house. R anch style in 
the pattern  o f  many in the neighborhood , even this property was 
subject to expansion.T he Fatherleys added a family room  and guest 
room  to the original structure, and  the Allings put a large addition on  
the hom e to accom m odate their fam ily and create hom e office space 
for the headmaster. Ultimately, the house becam e rental property after 
the Breretons purchased a hom e o ff cam pus in 1995.
Besides the inevitable challenge o f  w ork ing  w ith a neighborhood  
that resisted the school’s expansion, was the em erging necessity for 
fund-raising. Even if the school had n o t w anted  to expand its facilities,
When M V S celebrated its 20th 
anniversary in 1984, form er headm aster 
Ted Truslow (left) and assistant head  
Jerry  Millhon exchanged stories.
125
D h e  JIC i  a m  i  1) a f  /  e y  S c h o o l
funds were needed to begin to build the endow m ent funds that 
represent a measure o f  financial stability for any independent school. 
C oncen tra ting  on creating programs and h iring  teachers for the first 20 
years o f  its life, the school now  needed to  anticipate the needs o f  the 
fu ture and to prepare for them . Pushing forw ard on  many fronts, the 
school initiated m ore form al fund-raising projects as the school’s needs 
expanded. Form er trustee R alph E. H eym an recalls the challenges o f 
establishing fund-raising and building endow m ent funds as an ongoing 
struggle for the school from  the late 1970s on. In 1981, the school 
received its first m ajor grant funding w ith  an award o f  $25,000 from 
the Edward E. Ford Foundation. As a m atch ing  fund grant, this netted 
$50,000 for student scholarships, keeping the long tradition o f  m aking 
the school accessible to  capable students alive. T he MVS A nnual Fund 
n e tted  $46,000 in  1984.
Supplem enting tu ition  incom e and fund-raising efforts, state aid 
from  the O hio  D epartm ent o f Education has provided im portan t 
support to the budget for many years. O h io  is am ong a lim ited num ber 
o f  states that give aid for certain textbooks, audiovisual equipm ent, and 
personnel to serve special needs such as speech therapy and counseling. 
In addition, the state provides transportation  to those w ho  live w ithin 
30 m inutes o f the school, thereby relieving the school o f  responsibility 
for supporting its ow n com plex transportation system.
A school-w ide fruit sale supported  student programs, from  class 
activities to prom. T h at effort was ultim ately abandoned in the face o f 
dim inishing incom e generated by the activity, and similarly declining 
in terest on the part o f  students (especially upper school), although in a 
last-ditch effort to save the fruit sale, teachers later dressed in banana, 
grape, orange, and apple costum es and tried  to rally sales.The fru it sale 
was discontinued as a m ajor fund-raising activity in 2001, although a 
g roup  o f parents reinstated it w ith  slightly altered form at in 2002-03.
O ne aspect o f com m unity m em bership for the school was its 
requisite participation in the com m unity o f  independent schools. These
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state, regional, and national organizations— O h io  Association o f Indepen­
dent Schools (OA1S), Independent Schools Association o f the Central 
States (ISACS), and National Association o f  Independent Schools 
(NAIS)— provide professional support as well as accreditation for the 
school. T he first ISACS accreditation process had been begun in the 
1973-74 self study (see Part 2) and subsequent notification o f accreditation 
by the organization in 1976, the same year that it had achieved recognition 
by the state as a college preparatory school. Every seven years, independent 
schools must go through a reaccreditation process. MVS underwent its 
most recent self-study in 2003 and anticipates a visit by the accreditation 
team in 2004, continuing the pattern set in m otion in the fall o f 1974. 
Faculty leaders o f the self-study process that lies at the heart o f the ISACS 
evaluation have been Annabelle Cum m ings (1973-4); Maria Ferraro 
(1980-81); Phyllis Constan andV in R o m eo  (1987-88); Barbara Cleary 
(1994-95); and Sam Wagner (2002-03).
Am ong the values accrued in the professional evaluation process 
is that o f  the recom m endations that the visiting team makes for the 
school’s continued improvem ent, after visiting the school in the year 
following a self-study. Each team offers a series o f  com m endations and 
recom m endations in each o f  the specific areas evaluated, as well as for 
the school as a whole. (Sample recom m endations o f the 2002-03 
com m ittees are sum m arized in the conclud ing  chapter.)
To respond to the earlier ISACS recom m endation relating to the 
planning process, a long range planning com m ittee, chaired by trustee 
Jan R u d d  and principal Tom Elmer, began its work. Prior to organiz­
ing the first m eeting, R u d d  and E lm er participated in a four-day 
workshop on planning at Lake Forest Academy, developing a m odel 
for planning and preparing for the year-long  process at MVS.
Trustees, parents, teachers, students, and administrators were 
represented on the com m ittee, w hich  drafted the school’s first w ritten  
plan for the future and ’presented it to  th e  board o f trustees in 1981. 
M em bers o f  the com m ittee were students Steven Bailey and R ichard
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Taylor; teachers Leila McCluskey, Lou Ann W ilson, John  VandenBoom, 
M aria Ferraro; trustees Toni Cappel, Virginia D ieruf, R o b ert Palmer, 
Julian Lange, Jack Myers, M im i Grant, Joan Isaacson, and Walter R ice. 
D uncan Ailing and school relations director Annabelle C um m ings were 
ex officio m em bers. Faculty input was solicited in a series o f  discussions 
relating to  the impact o f  full enrollm ent on the mission o f  the school.
A resounding emphasis both on keeping high admissions standards and 
retaining the “small intim ate atm osphere” o f  the school was the m ajor 
ou tpu t o f  those discussions.
T he  process did not have as its prim ary concern  either financial 
planning or facilities planning, according to a 1982 issue o f  The Bulletin. 
R ather, the com m ittee set out to exam ine and reform ulate the educa­
tional mission o f  the school.
Stated policy goals that em erged from the p lanning process 
included:
1. A ttain a better awareness o f  MVS as “ the best educa­
tional asset in the com m unity ;”
2. A ttract a well qualified and diverse student body;
3. Address school’s financial needs, create responsible 
fiscal policy, and develop financial resources;
4. M aintain excellence and professionalism am ong faculty 
and administration;
5. N u rtu re  the understanding and open environm ent that 
characterizes the school;
6. Prepare students for lifelong learning th rough a strong 
and challenging program  in the liberal arts;
7. C on tinue to develop unique programs that distinguish 
the school as an independent educational institution;
8. R each  full enrollm ent and attain optim al use o f  present 
facilities;
9. Achieve effective com m unication and participation 
w ith in  the school com m unity.
10. S trengthen trustee involvem ent and participation in 
school.
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Policy goals look to the future, but p lanning itself is built on 
much o f  w hat has gone before. T h e  balance o f  tradition and creativity 
that has accrued in the years since the school was founded are fully 
em bodied in the annual g raduation  cerem onies.T he first graduation in 
1974 had been an ou tdoor cerem ony, w ith  lyrics from Jefferson 
Airplane and Bob Dylan, and graduates processing from the woods to 
a platform stage.The schools second graduating class also had a un ique 
approach to the cerem ony (Part 2). By 1980, the cerem ony was still 
recognizably that o f  T he M iam i Valley School, this tim e w ith  Paul
S im on s “B ookends” providing them e 
music, and graduates in red and blue 
academic gowns processing to their 
seats on stage. Now, for the first time, 
graduation took  place off campus, 
after two years o f  threatening 
w eather that necessitated m oving 
the cerem ony inside to a sweltering 
SAC. T h e  m arquee o f  the Victory Theatre (later 
know n as the Victoria) read “ C ongratulations 
to T h e  M iam i Valley School Class o f  1980.” 
G raduates carried lighted candles (and in the 
1990s, flowers) as they processed from  the stage, and established the 
tradition o f  passing these to the rising seniors. M any alum ni recall no t 
only w ho passed their candles to  them , but to w hom  they later handed 
the light o f  the school. Later, fire codes dem anded that the live flames 
be replaced w ith battery-pow ered  candles, bu t the symbolic intention 
remained intact, even in the face o f  a sardonic Phloem & Xylem  cartoon 
noting the change.T he Alum ni Bulletin, no ting  that the 500 w ho 
attended in the air-conditioned  D ayton landm ark were “eager to 
escape the over-ninety-degree hea t and high hum idity  that had arrived 
earlier in the week.” This was th e  first tim e that w eather conditions 
were noted in a report about the  graduation ceremony.
When candles were  
replaced by battery- 
pow ered lights, this 
anonymous P&X cartoon 
brought the Energizer 
bunny to graduation.
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M em bers o f  the class o f  1980 set m ilestones th roughout their 
career at the school, so it was perhaps fitting that they were the first to 
graduate in the beautiful dow ntow n landm ark .T hey  had been state 
finalists in debate, had had “five-for-five early action acceptances,” and 
were the  largest class to date w ith 33 m em bers. Six m em bers o f  the 
class o f  1980 (Keta C ow an, Claudia Levin, Gary Lyons, M ichael R ice, 
Steven Bailey, and AFS student Julia Dingley, honorary) were inducted 
into the  C u m  Laude Society, w hich hosted  an evening o f  perform ing 
arts in its annual event.
A n o th er first for the graduation was the in troduction  o f  banners 
com m issioned by the Parents’ Association and created by artist D orothy 
Jauch. O n e  large red banner w ith the traditional tree logo was flanked 
by tw o blue banners w ith  symbols o f  the M VS educational philosophy. 
T he banners have hung  at every subsequent graduation ceremony, 
providing a source o f reflection on the m eaning  o f  the graduation as 
well as an aesthetic contrast to the darkened stage backdrop and a 
visual rem inder about the mission o f  the  school.
S tudent speeches becam e part o f  the graduation cerem ony 
almost from  the beginning, and have co n tin u ed  as special part o f  
com m encem ent. Seniors w ho  want to share their thoughts w ith  the 
assembled audience are free to do so, and som etim es nearly half o f  the 
graduating class chooses to  speak. After one particularly tearful group 
o f  speeches focusing on  students’ g ratitude to  their teachers and 
parents, the form at changed in the m id-1980s to accom m odate class 
thank-you messages in a separate b ook let so students could focus their 
remarks on  a central message or reflection. A well established and well­
loved tradition  is the slide show representing pictorial records o f  each 
senior’s experience from  childhood to  graduation.
T h e  school celebrated its tw en tieth  year as T he  M iam i Valley 
School in 1984, w ith events coordinated by Annabelle C um m ings and 
an anniversary com m ittee. Activities included  a dinner for form er 
trustees, lunch under a ten t for the school com m unity, and athletic
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com petitions am ong alum ni and faculty. David Duncan, a m em ber o f 
the first MVS graduating class, reflected on  the changes in ten years o f 
life for both students and the school itself, in the school’s 20th anniver­
sary year. “ I’ve seen the school grow and develop, w ith its prim ary goal 
always held aloft: to prepare, enrich, and com plete our students’ prepa­
ration for the awesome challenges o f  adulthood.” Those w ho gathered 
to plant a tree to com m em orate the anniversary were each given a 
seedling to take hom e as a m em ento  o f  the occasion.
Growth and developm ent, including physical changes, were 
sum m arized by Susan B ozorgi in an 1984 article w ritten  for Phloem & 
Xylem : “The sixth grade move into the upper school building, the 
switch from music room  to classroom, the trailer on the side lot, and 
the new  parking lot are all a result o f  a recent and gradual enlargem ent 
o f  MVS.” As had been the case w hen  the school expanded from 70 
students to nearly 200 in its first decade, student reaction to expansion 
was mixed. Fear o f  losing “our sm all-school feel” has always been part 
o f  the conversation about grow th in enrollm ent, dem onstrating the 
strongly-held value for close relationships in the school. Nonetheless, 
alumni recall not their fears for this change, but the informal and 
nurturing  environm ent they experienced. Stephanie W eber remembers 
sitting on the floor in the hallways, eating lunch w ith classmates. 
Alumna Amy Bloom  rem em bers “so m any changes in the school 
buildings,” including the addition o f  the S.A.C., bu t also remembers 
“hanging out in the front hall, dress-in-the-dark days, cooking in 
French class, talking w ith  friends.” She adds that she “felt secure at 
school because I had very caring relationships w ith my teachers, w ho 
encouraged me to do my best, to push myself.” Echoing the remarks o f  
many alums, it was, she said, “ a second hom e to me.”
Enrollm ent reached a high o f  334 students in 1982-83, as Tom 
Brereton gave full attention to admissions and developm ent in his new 
position, with Carolyn Young as assistant. For the first time, not only
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were classes full, but seven had waiting lists. A legal challenge ensued 
when a student was denied readmission and pu t on a waiting list after 
handing in a re-enrollm ent contract two m onths past its due date. By 
then, the class had been filled w ith o ther applicants. Judge George 
Gounaris handed down a favorable opinion for the school.
Part o f  the school’s hom elike atm osphere derived from the trust 
and encouragem ent that was given to students by teachers and adm in­
istrators. Even as school enrollm ent grew, students found support for 
their ow n potential.They took  responsibility for classroom projects, 
organized bake sales and washed cars to raise m oney for activities, 
studied abroad through programs that they had researched themselves. 
The lower school journalism  staff announced a contest that they had 
devised: “T h e  person w ho can draw the best p icture o f  their teacher 
will w in a ‘Kitten in a Pocket’ poster.” Amy B loom  rem em bers organiz­
ing a group o f  26 students to stand on their heads and sing,“BHA 
[a local appliance outlet] sells better hom e appliances,” for $1.00 per 
person. She also took initiative to design a W alkabout program (see 
Part 2) for herself that took her to rural K entucky w ith the Frontier 
Nursing Service, where she learned storytelling from elderly people 
and crafts from  others. MVS students developed confidence and took 
initiative, bolstered by their sense o f  support from  their teachers and 
administrators.
After six years as headmaster, D uncan Ailing announced in 1986 
that he w ould  leave the school to take a position as head o f  school at 
Princeton C ountry  Day School. He felt that he had largely m et the 
goals that he had established in his first year at the school, and knew 
that he was leaving a strong institution w ith  increasing stability and 
enhanced programs.1 Echoing his com m ents w ith  respect to the 
growth o f  the school, Ailing said “We got to a po in t that I was pleased 
with.” It was time, he felt, to  move to o ther challenges. A long-range 
planning process was set in m otion, as well as a system o f  stipends for 
faculty professional developm ent, expansion o f  the book awards to
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recognize student excellence (initiated byT edT ruslow  in earlier years, 
according to Annabelle C um m ings), expanded foreign travel opportu ­
nities for Im m ersion, and a position o f  public relations coordinator. 
Challenges lay not only in build ing enrollm ent, but in expanding 
physical space to serve student needs.
A search committee appointed by the board o f trustees under board 
president David Peck s leadership exhausted the list o f  candidates that 
came before it w ithout hiring the next headmaster. At that point, the 
trustees elected to ask Tom Brereton to serve as acting head o f school 
while the search for new  leadership continued. Ailing had been a m entor 
to Brereton as he assumed increasing responsibility for administrative tasks, 
including admissions and development, so this appointm ent was an apt 
transition for the school to make in order to assure stability while the 
search for a perm anent head o f  school continued.
D uncan A iling provided generous notes and  shared recollections for this chapter. O the r w ritten  
and oral sources include survey responses from  m any fo rm er students, teachers, and administrators, 
and con tributions from  Tom  B rereton , P e ter C am m , T om  Elm er, Bill Glisson, Julia and W illiam 
H obart, Susannah G ould Pierce, ̂ n d  Susan R u d d . Faculty and  trustee m eeting  notes and m em os are 
also referred to  in this chapter.
l .T h in n es,T h eresa ,“M VS headm aster accepts N.J. post,’’T im es publications, February 6 ,1986 .
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B R A N C H I N G  O U T
The Brereton Years 
(1986-present)
Like the tree that is reflected in its logo (and in the extended 
m etaphor o f this volum e), the school has been characterized not only 
by dramatic growth and change, but also by stability. This stability is 
reflected in ongoing programs, faculty m em bers w ith established 
tenures, and traditions associated w ith  the school year. It is also dra­
matically manifested in the long tenure o f  its current headmaster, Tom 
Brereton, who assumed the leadership role in 1986 and remains in the
position as the school pre­
pares for its 40th anniversary 
celebration in 2004.
This long tenure 
certainly does not mean that 
the school has not grown and 
changed in the intervening 
years. Faces o f  students and 
faculty have changed dra­
matically, programs have been 
added, expanded, or altered, 
leadership positions have 
revolved, and the challenges o f  m aintaining financial strength have 
ebbed and flowed th roughout B rereton’s 18-year term  as head o f 
school. The growth o f  program  and faculty evinced in the accomplish-
Artist's rendering o f new  sign for front 
entrance o f the school, a gift o f Nancy 
and M atthew O. Diggs, Jr. in 1995.
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ments o f  the Ailing years required that the school tu rn  its attention to 
establishing predictable enrollm ent patterns and dependable financial 
support for w hat was a m aturing school even in the m id- 1980s. T he 
balance o f  grow th and appropriate stewardship for that grow th was a 
challenge o f  these years.
W hen  Tom  Brereton came on board, first as acting headmaster 
and then as perm anent head, the econom ic vitality o f  the school was 
at stake. “W e needed to grow in reasonable, predictable ways— it was 
as simple as that,” he says o f  those early days. A nd in order to establish 
itself in the com m unity, the school needed to “understand w hat it 
wanted to be w hen  it grew up.” The upper school, some argued, was so 
small and so expensive to m ain­
tain that it should be eliminated 
in favor o f  a viable program 
serving only those from early 
childhood through eighth grade.
T he new  headm aster was op­
posed to this dramatic action, 
even in light o f  serious financial 
challenges that faced the school.
These financial challenges m eant that the 1988: Tom and Am y with
, - 1 1  - i  Rebecca and Jake.
headmasters attention had to turn  increasingly
toward issues related to bolstering stability and even viability— another 
dem onstration o f  the evolving role o f the headm aster th roughout the 
schools history.
B rereton had been at the school since 1974, quickly m oving 
through the ranks as teacher, departm ent head, d irector o f  admissions, 
director o f  developm ent, and finally, director o f  admissions and devel­
opm ent before he was nam ed interim  head in 1986. In D ecem ber o f 
that year, he was picked by the trustee body for the perm anent posi­
tion. David Peck was com pleting his term  as board  president at the 
conclusion o f  B rereton’s first year, and Jon Verity was stepping into the
136
53 r  a n c fi i  n <j O u t
board leadership.The boards decision to  hire such a young and inex­
perienced m iddle m anager to be the school’s head represented a huge 
“ leap o f  faith,” Brereton says. “W hile they knew  a great deal about m e
as a person and, to  the extent that I 
had served in administrative positions, 
as a leader, they knew  nothing about 
m e as a head o f  school,” he adds.
Trustee leadership has been 
critical to the success o f  the school at 
every junctu re . B rereton reflects on the 
board  leadership o f  his early years as 
head, and the close professional 
relationship betw een the head and the 
board  president that is critical to 
success. Verity had a calm, thoughtfu l style, was polished and gregarious, 
and provided an apt m odel o f  leadership to the new ly-appointed head. 
Later, Bob Chelle assumed the reins o f  board presidency, bringing a 
different style to the post bu t offering a direct and honest personality. 
“Bob had a positive ‘We can do this!’ attitude, and if  we needed m oney 
for som ething, he was right there to offer it.”
Later in B rereton’s tenure, Patrick Carroll, a fiscal conservative 
and rigorous planner w ho w orked toward financial stability, led the 
board in steadfast dedication to the academ ic and intellectual life o f  the 
school. N ick Subashi, w hose te rm  ended in 2003, was a “positive, 
always upbeat ambassador for every aspect o f  the school” during his 
board presidency. H e w orked tirelelessly for the capital campaign and 
offered his own background in  education law freely as needed. C o m ­
m enting on the close w orking relationship betw een the headmaster 
and the board president, B rereton  acknowledges that few heads have 
had the consistent rapport w ith  these “ enlightened leaders” that he has 
enjoyed. H e attributes this to their dedication to the school, wanting 
the best for the institution, evinced in  each board president’s tenure.
Tom Brereton with board president 
Jon Verity and Verity's father,
U.S. Secretary of Com m erce  
William Verity.
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“ They have allowed m e to run the school, while together we created 
policies and strategic plans,” he says.
In B rereton’s early years as headmaster, the board o f  trustees 
com m issioned a study by the Independent School M anagem ent (ISM) 
firm  and its consultant, R ita  Borden, “ to find reasons for the decline 
in  enro llm ent” in 1987-88 and to find ways to  increase it. T he consult­
ants’ conclusion was that “ the strong points o f  [the school] are also 
problem  areas.” For example, the school’s location  in  a lovely suburban 
area, considered as a plus by many, can also be a lim itation, since its 
location means that no one sees the campus from  high-traffic areas.
Even after the econom ically tenuous early days o f the school, 
w hen  trustees had been called on to ante up funds for payroll, the 
school experienced financial pressures that m ade budget planning a 
challenge. Incom e was based almost entirely on  tu ition , so w hen 
enrollm ent dropped, adjustm ents had to be m ade. D u rin g  the Fatherley 
years, for example, teachers found one year that their contracts had 
clauses that conditionally adjusted salaries dow nw ard, depending on 
enrollm ent. Board m em ber Prem
o -  1 , i i - i  End-of-year Enrollment 1985-1997Singla rem em bers that du ring  her 
tenure, “ enrollm ent was dow n.
Playground, fields, and buildings 
needed improvem ents.” W h en  
D ebbie Knapke came to the 
school in 1980 as speech therapist, 
she noticed even then that the 
campus “needed w ork.”
T he “eternal triang le” o f 
school operation— the balance o f  class size, 
faculty com pensation, and tu ition— has 
always been a force for T h e  M iami Valley 
School, as for all independen t schools. If  any o f  the sides o f  this equa­
tion  is excessive, the school will suffer financially. If  class size were to be
93-94 94-95 95-96 96-97 Aug. 97
This 1997 chart shows dramatic 
enrollm ent growth from 1988 
to  1997. Enrollment continued 
to  rise from 1997 through 2002.
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held at very low levels, for example, it w ould be necessary to raise 
tuition and keep teacher salaries low, in order to sustain the cost o f  
these small classes. But increasing tuition  levels make it more difficult 
for families to afford to send children to the school, so enrollm ent could 
decline. And low faculty salaries make it difficult to attract and retain 
excellent teachers and administrators. M ore than two thirds o f the
school’s annual budget pays for salary 
and benefits for its employees, so this 
balance is always a fragile one.
R ichard Van Vleck, w ho jo ined  
the board o f  trustees at about the 
same tim e Tom Brereton became 
headmaster, says that the “principal 
issue from my perspective was 
econom ic viability.” In the early 90s, 
the board faced a dynamic o f  high attrition 
rates, unfilled seats in almost every class, 
substandard teacher com pensation, and little ability to raise tuition.
Van Vleck became board president in 1992, served in that role for three 
years, and later led a task force to  develop a technology plan for the 
school. That plan was revised— also u nder Van Vleck’s leadership— in 
2002. An enrollment graph printed in a 1993 issue o f The Bulletin showed 
enrollment falling to 339 in 1988. By 1994, however, the figure had hit an 
all-time high o f 409 students. Nonetheless, w ithout a serious commitment 
to building endowment funds, the school would always face financial 
uncertainty. One o f Brereton s key goals as headmaster became one o f 
establishing and growing these funds. This com m itm ent has been translated 
into designating specific fund-raising efforts to building the endowment 
funds and giving them  the attention that they had not received in earlier 
years. In the years since Brereton turned vital attention to the funds, the 
endowment resources have grown by nearly five times, establishing a firm 
footing for the school’s financial well-being.
Board president Richard Van Vleck 
with headm aster Tom Brereton.
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As a strategic planning specialist at LexisNexis (and earlier, Mead 
Imaging),Van Vleck brought experience in problem -solving and 
planning that was invaluable to the school at that stage o f  its develop­
m ent. A ccording to Brereton, Van Vleck was “ a m aster o f  analyzing data, 
extrapolating trends, then organizing the results and creating logical 
and direct plans." H e urged the board to appoin t board m em ber 
M atthew  O. Diggs, Jr., as chair o f  a long-range planning com m ittee 
charged w ith  creating a strategic direction for the school for the next 
ten years. This group effectively garnered inpu t and developed a plan 
that was ultim ately im plem ented as a direction for the school.
Van Vleck reflects on  w hat the board p u t in place to “solve the 
equation" o f  class size, com pensation, and tu ition . Steps included 
generating m ore revenue by raising enrollm ent w hile slowly increasing 
tuition, then  using most o f  the proceeds from  this move to raise 
teacher com pensation levels. A ttrition underw ent scrutiny to discover 
its causes and addressing these, then “getting the righ t people th rough­
out the school to pay m ore attention to the issue.” Parents and students 
left the school, the board discovered, for a variety o f  reasons that it 
addressed by encouraging administrators to listen m ore closely to 
complaints, im proving extracurricular activities, and changing the food 
service that was providing lunches to students. “W e attacked unfilled 
seats by clarifying our value proposition to parents, com m unicating it 
more effectively to prospective parents, and setting  recruiting and 
admissions goals,” Van Vleck says. Board m em bers and administrators 
will recall the “dreaded Van Vleck enrollm ent ch a rt” that even today is 
used to rem ind  them  o f  these goals.
B rereton says that Van Vleck brought “ the  rig h t leadership at the 
right time.” Van Vleck him self points out that the M VS board— like 
most nonprofit boards— “needed to focus on  decision m aking and 
providing a coherent direction.” Boards tend  to  “get bogged dow n in 
the small stuff," he says, thereby missing big issues until too late. “Big 
issues” include considering w here the school w ants to be in 10 years,
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w hether it has econom ic sustainability to fund its vision, and w hether 
it has the hum an capabilities to fulfill its mission. He acknowledges that 
“boards hate to deal w ith these issues because they’re hard,” but insists 
that they m ust keep this focus if  the school is to move ahead.
Even w ith the atten tion  to  fundam entals dem anded by the 
school’s financial picture, B rereton knew  that the school could not 
sacrifice the essential values that families sought, including the school’s 
small classes, nurtu ring  environm ent, excellent academ ic preparation 
w ith attention to the w hole child, and com m itm ent to diversity. He 
was determ ined to keep these values alive w hile giving attention to the 
school’s econom ic realities.
To define its place in the com m unity, the school needed to 
clarify its mission and to articulate its values in such a way that the
com m unity  w ould recognize the role that 
the school played and identify the unique 
learning environm ent that it offered. 
B rereton and VanVleck were passionate 
about defining the school’s values and 
creating a com m on understanding o f  “w hy 
families com e to M VS and w hy they stay.” 
O n ce  these values had been defined, the 
tw o were com m itted  to using them  in 
every M VS com m unication, both  internal 
and external. W hat were originally called 
“ core values” (later am ended to  “core 
characteristics”) did no t represent new  
directions for the school, bu t instead 
affirmed existing beliefs and practices. 
W hile this list o f  “values” was similar to those o f  m any o ther indepen­
dent schools, it gave focus and energy to the school com m unity  as it 
examined the ways in w hich  the MVS mission was carried out.
Duncan Ailing had urged the board to identify characteristics that
This artwork by Dan Malarkey 
was among illustrations in the  
2002 issue o f Aesthesia, the  
school's literary magazine.
This issue was recognized as 
"Excellent" in the National 
Council o f Teachers of English 
competition. Advisor is science  
teacher Anne Griffith.
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Parent M ary Rahimi gives  
support to a classroom  
activity in 1986. Parents' 
Association volunteers  
are responsible for many 
contributions to  the life 
o f the school.
people w ould recognize and value, and this effort came to fruition in 
the Brereton years and u nder Van V leck’s board leadership, w ith insis­
tence on “a coherent body o f  beliefs.”
A recent (2002) survey 
o f  parents, teachers, alum ni, 
trustees, students, and staff 
m em bers was undertaken as 
part o f  the seven-year ISACS 
evaluation self study process. 
A m ong its outcom es was an 
overw helm ing sense on the 
part o f  every constituency that 
the school values and prom otes academic 
excellence w ith in  a n u rtu rin g  environm ent—  
a response that m ust com e as a great source o f 
p ride to those w ho struggled th roughout the 
1990s to establish the school’s reputation in the com m unity. W hat were 
always key ingredients o f  the M iami Valley School experience becam e 
com m on expectations, once they had been nam ed on a short list o f  
“ core values.” Academic excellence was the m ost significant o f  these 
values to be articulated. W h en  parents were asked to  prioritize the 
seven core values, “academ ic excellence” was “far and away” the m ost- 
highly-valued o f  the seven, B rereton says.
T he identification o f  these values or characteristics provided a 
kind o f  platform , B rereton says, on  w hich the school could stand, sure 
that those in the school com m unity  “were talking about the same 
thing.” M oving ahead depended on this sense o f  identified, shared 
values and the school’s ability to articulate them .
Both B rereton and Van Vleck note that the “value statem ents” 
that were developed in the early 1990s are still part o f  the school’s 
com m unications today. C larifying the message and describing the value 
that students garner from  the school are critical to  attracting and
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retaining students, according to the form er board president. Efforts to 
educate the larger com m unity  have becom e m ore sophisticated during 
B rereton’s tenure, w ith increasing attention to public relations messages 
and marketing strategy. A m arketing plan was developed in 1988, 
responding to the realization that the school was “ the best kept secret 
in Dayton,” according to  the headmaster.1 For the first time, the school 
advertised its m erit and need-based scholarship programs and open 
house opportunities through television advertising in 1989. Newspaper 
coverage has included prom oting  the accomplishments o f  each year’s 
graduating class w ith a list o f  colleges to w hich they are accepted and a 
photo  o f  the group.
T he planning process set in m otion by Diggs,Van Vleck, and 
B rereton sustained the school through the 1990s and into the 21st 
century. Among the top priorities identified by the board in 1999 were 
analysis o f  the opportunities for the MVS campus, faculty com pensa­
tion, preparation for a capital campaign, and technology. O ther projects 
that were considered im portan t to the future o f  the school were 
cultivating alumni, w elcom ing parents to the school, recruiting a 
diverse faculty, im proving annual fund and giving levels, and m aking a 
com m itm ent to financial aid. By 2000, the board had agreed on specific 
strategic goals, including garnering approval o f  a building plan from the 
township, launching a capital campaign, creating a board-level building 
com m ittee, updating a strategic financial plan, creating a strong m arket­
ing plan, charging a faculty com pensation task force to address critical 
issues, and continuing to revise the technology plan to accom m odate 
new  demands.
From the beginning, B rereton saw his role as one o f  no t only 
building a financially stable institution, bu t also o f creating a sense o f 
pride in the school and w hat it had to offer, particularly w ith respect to 
developing academic excellence in a nurtu ring  environm ent. He made 
this one o f his personal missions, driven by his own love o f  the school
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and pride in what it represented.W hile understanding that MVS 
needed to grow to achieve a point o f  predictable financial stability, he 
rem ained com m itted to protecting the core characteristics and the 
nurturing , intim ate environm ent that had draw n him  to the school in 
the first place.
In a 1991 letter to the school com m unity, the headmaster sum ­
m arized changes in the facilities that included renovation o f  the early 
childhood area in the lower school, a new  com puter lab, and rem odel­
ling o f  the lower school faculty w orkroom , w ith  the support o f  parents. 
He also pointed to w hat was 
going on in the classroom:
L E G O /L O G O  science instruc­
tion in the com puter lab, gender 
studies as an addition to the 
curriculum , increasing use o f 
com puters th roughout the 
school, the middle school 
overnight experience at the 
C incinnati Zoo, and accom ­
plishments o f  MVS students. At 
the same time, Brereton insti­
tuted a series o f  “com m unity 
cultivation luncheons” to reach out to the D ayton com m unity, and 
scheduled breakfast and after-work gatherings for the newest m em bers 
o f the school com m unity  to enhance their sense o f  the school’s culture.
As noted  earlier by headmaster D uncan  Ailing, the role o f  the 
headmaster had changed, dem anding increasing presence in the com ­
m unity at large and a keen attention to opportun ities to enhance the 
profile o f  the school in the Dayton area and beyond. Brereton received 
a com m unity  “U p and C o m er” award in 1989— a recognition o f  m en 
and w om en 40 years old or younger w ho had  given distinguished 
service and leadership to the com m unity in a num ber o f  areas.
'Summer at M V S , ' directed by Judy Payne, not 
only offers stimulating activities for students 
from early childhood through high school, but 
also provides an opportunity to  reach out to 
children in the Dayton community.
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Brereton s award was in the category o f  educational leadership. In 
addition to his role as headmaster, he served on the board o f  directors 
for the D ayton Ballet and was a m em ber o f  the O h io  Association o f  
Independent Schools executive board, later elected as its president.
Even w ith increasing involvem ent in the larger community, 
Brereton set in m otion  systems to serve internal needs o f  the school, 
especially those related to attracting and retaining excellent teachers.
His com m itm ent to professional grow th o f  the faculty was manifested 
in increased sum m er stipends for study or research, support for atten­
dance at professional conferences, and encouragem ent to individual 
research, speaking, and w riting  opportunities. As a teacher, he had 
participated in the annual W esttow n Sem inar on  Teaching, led by 
independent school legend D avid M allery at W esttown School near 
Philadelphia, and as headm aster encouraged others to  take part in this 
inspiring program. Colleague Tom  W ilson attended  the sum m er 
program w ith Brereton, and in later years, Peter C am m , Barbara Cleary, 
and Glenn Squiers were supported  in their participation.Teachers M ary 
W hittem ore, C hristian R eid , and Benjy Lowry were selected to 
participate in the prestigious sum m er Klingenstein program  sponsored 
by Colum bia University Teachers College. T h e  faculty participated in 
conferences o f  the O h io  Association o f  Independent Schools and the 
Independent Schools Association o f  the C entral States, made school 
visits, and explored professional services opportunities. Brereton’s belief 
in the value o f  professional developm ent translated in to  a wide variety 
o f experiences for faculty m em bers.
Pursuing ways to build  on the foundations o f  a caring com m u­
nity, the school launched an initiative to explore com m unity  service 
opportunities. Service learning for students was reviewed in the early 
1990s by a com m ittee o f  students, teachers, and administrators (includ­
ing Tom Brereton), w ho  recom m ended  a m ore structured approach to 
opportunities for service learning. W ith  o ther dem ands on student tim e 
and some resistance from  faculty m em bers, a com prom ise plan estab­
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lished group service projects for upper 
school students on two days each school 
year. M iddle and lower school students 
u n d erto o k  ad hoc service projects, including 
collecting items for children in Bosnia and 
Ghana, delivering m ittens to poor families, 
and “adopting” families for gift giving.
After the W orld Trade C en ter tragedy on 
Septem ber 11, 2001, m iddle school students 
organized fund-raising events, contribu ting  
$3,100 for disaster relief and an additional 
$3,100 for the A m erican R e d  Cross 
L iberty Fund.
Jo h n  Griffith, w h o  assumed the u pper school principal’s position 
in 2001, to o k  up the challenge o f  m eaningful service opportunities 
early in his tenure. A second faculty com m ittee, including faculty 
com m unity  service advisors Jane Gorsky and Ashwi Birdi, developed 
a plan for a m ore structured com m itm ent that was approved by the 
faculty to assure that the service undertaken by students w ould  repre­
sent genuine com m itm ent rather than sim ply p u tting  in time. A new 
requirem ent for service was in troduced in  2003. Freshm en selected 
service opportunities on  campus; sophom ores, jun io rs, and seniors 
com m itted  20, 25, and 30 hours o f  service to  a selected com m unity 
area each year.
B rereton’s com m itm ent to a sense o f  p ride  in the school some­
times took  the form  o f  internal gestures to  recognize accomplishments. 
T he  creation o f  an annual academic awards evening, com bining the 
b ook  awards o f  the Ailing years w ith  o ther academ ic recognitions, was 
am ong these celebratory gestures. T he board  o f  trustees, likewise, took 
steps to acknow ledge extraordinary service w ith  its appointm ent o f 
trustee emeriti, hon o rin g  Annabelle C um m ings and B ruce Bedford for 
their long and dedicated service to the school by creating perm anent
M iddle school student Alex  
Mann presents check for $3,100  
to Scott Hall, a m em ber o f Task 
Force  1 em ergency rescue 
squad for rescue efforts at the 
W orld Trade Center. Students 
also donated $3,100 to the 
American Red  Cross Liberty  
Fund after their successful 
fundraising events.
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board positions for them . Bedford, w ho had served the board as trea­
surer and chair o f  the finance com m ittee, was know n for his careful 
scrutiny o f expenses and sense o f  stewardship for the school’s resources. 
C um m ings’ service to the school had spanned nearly 30 years as faculty
m em ber, administrator, and trustee.
T h e  same honor was given to M atthew  
O. Diggs, Jr., Ken N utter, and Jon Verity, 
and had been extended to Elsie M ead 
in 1979 (see Part 3).
Beyond recognition o f  achieve­
m ents and contributions, Brereton 
dem onstrated a com m itm ent to im ­
proving com pensation for faculty 
m em bers in order to attract and retain 
good teachers. H e brought the issue to 
the trustees at their annual retreat at 
M iam i University by sharing an NAIS 
initiative, “Profession at R isk” with 
them  in 1989.This docum entary 
chronicled the situations o f teachers in 
independent schools across the nation, 
dem onstrating the ways in w hich these 
schools had increasingly fallen behind 
w ith  respect to salary and benefits packages. Later, B rereton form ed a 
board-level task force led by A nn Baines to undertake a study o f faculty 
com pensation systems in independen t schools as well as an analysis o f 
those in nearby public schools. W h at became clear as task force m em ­
bers began their research was the critical im portance o f addressing 
issues o f equity, bo th  internal and external. Teacher pay at MVS had 
been subject to individual negotiation  processes, w ith  some long-term  
teachers compensated far less than new  teachers. In addition, local 
public school salaries had increased substantially, rendering the attrac­
Off the Map, a collection of writing and 
photography by students, was produced as 
the culmination o f a creative writing 
Immersion, 'British Expressions,' in 2000. 
O ther recent Immersions include ocean 
ecology in the Caribbean, swamp study in 
Florida, caving, cycling, cooking, 
photography, filmmaking, sailing, Habitat for 
Humanity, Destination America, Roman 
influence in Europe, the ecology of Big Bend  
National Park, and travel to Peru, Japan and 
China, France, Hawaii, and Spain. Immersion 
for ninth graders has evolved as 'Stepping  
O ut,' an internal quest examining decision  
making and risk-taking.
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tion and retention o f  teachers to MVS a genuine challenge. MVS 
salaries were no t keeping up,
After a great deal o f study, the compensation com m ittee recom­
mended to the board a goal o f tying MVS starting salaries for teachers 
to at least 85 percent o f area public school aver­
ages (an NAIS guideline), and establishing 
salary ranges and predicable increases 
with experience or with advanced 
degrees. O ngoing attention to com pen­
sation was the purview o f a standing 
committee, and in 1992 the task force 
turned over its findings to that group, led 
by trustee Michael J. Cleary.
U ltim ately the school adopted a 22-
step com pensation system, bringing all faculty
m em bers to their appropriate levels w ith in  three
A rendition o f the MVS
years. Eventually, the com m ittee addressed issues ram, drawn by Kathryn
Ervin for the Phloem &
o f advising extracurricular activities, benefits, Xylem in 1994 .
and tuition remission for faculty. Brereton
remained com m itted  to creating a fair, open, and com petitive com pen­
sation package in order to attract and retain teachers, and although hard 
decisions had to be made about sustaining the balance am ong class size, 
tuition, and faculty com pensation, the board professed its support for its 
teachers by m aking a com m itm ent to im proving com pensation. W ithin 
3 years, the 85 percent goal had been reached, n o t only at starting 
salary levels, but at o ther steps as well, and im proved health and dental 
benefits, flexible spending accounts, retirem ent funds through a 401(C) 
account, and pay for extracurriculars had becom e regular parts o f  the 
com pensation package. This was not an easy process; those w ho were 
already above the appropriate steps for their positions and experience 
levels garnered very small increases, while those at the lower reaches o f  
the pay system and way behind others, received up to 15 percent
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increases.The boards com pensation com m ittee, w ith faculty and staff 
representation, continues to exam ine critical issues related to faculty.
Persisting w ith its pursuit o f  ways in w hich  the school could 
continue to “clarify its value proposition  to  parents,” in R ichard  Van 
Vleck’s words, and to im prove school life and thereby reduce attrition  
and attract students, the school to o k  steps to  make changes in the food 
service. As in m ost institutions, food  has been a perennial source o f  
com plaint by students, for even the best o f  m enus becom es tiresom e 
over time. Food provided through the  D ayton Public Schools was 
“not known to be the best,” but was convenient and inexpensive. The 
school had no kitchen facilities until 1994, w hen the N u tte r Science 
C en ter w ing opened. M any m em bers o f  the school com m unity  
rem em ber the lunch serving area o f  earlier days— a small alcove w here 
student microwaves are now  located. H elen M eyer and her crew served 
prepackaged, reheated meals, as well as m ilk and, later, salads, to stu­
dents w ho crowded into the small area. M any students, eschewing the 
packaged meals, used their lunch m oney for potato chips, candy, and 
other substitutes.
W ith  the construction  o f  the new  w ing, the school considered 
adding kitchen facilities and serving areas, bu t engaging a perm anent
k itch en  staff was financially prohibitive. 
A n alternative was to attract a catering 
service that w ould n o t only equip the 
k itch en  but w ould also serve nutritious 
h o t lunches to students from first grade 
th rough  high school w ho  w anted to 
avail themselves o f  this amenity. W hile 
several area catering services bid on the 
Amelia Fuhrer and Vamta project, som e w ithdrew  as they contem plated
Kumar work on building a L J y r
book shelf m 1992 com plexity  o f  school food service. O thers
Immersion, "Women,
Nature, and Survival." offered extravagant bids that w ould render h o t
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lunches o u t o f  reach for m any students. In the end , no caterers ex­
pressed serious bids on w hat they deem ed w ould  be an unprofitable 
operation because o f  the school’s size and complexity.
B rereton m et w ith the R oans, a school family w ho ow ned two 
local M cD onald’s stores, to seek their advice. T h e  R oans contacted 
the M cD onald’s headquarters in C olum bus to explore possibilities. 
Ultimately, the school reached an agreem ent w ith  
the M cD onald’s C orpora tion , w hich  was look ing  
for ways to expand, prim arily  in schools, “big- 
box” departm ent stores, and hospitals, w ithou t 
the expense o f  freestanding restaurant sites. T he  
restaurant was willing to invest m ore than 
$70,000 in kitchen equipm ent, in order to 
secure a m ulti-year contract for the service.
In a school that em phasized developm ent 
o f  body, m ind, and spirit, m em bers o f  the school 
com m unity  expressed their concern  about the 
availability o f  fast food in the school, w ith its 
im pact on healthy eating, but Lee A nne Belshe, 
the M cD onald’s m anager o f  the MVS site, assured 
them  that the plate lunches provided to low er 
school students w ould be nourishing meals, 
supplem ented by fresh fruits and vegetables, ra ther 
than the usual M cD onald’s m enu items. U p p er school students could 
purchase fries and ham burgers, bu t alternatives included soup, salads, 
fresh sandwiches, pasta dishes, and yogurt. Belshe rem ained w ith the 
school th roughout the M cD onald’s nine-year contract period, consis­
tently endeavoring to  b ring  good food and attractive alternatives to 
student lunches. Beyond the lunch service, M cD o n ald ’s catered school 
events, including faculty gatherings and student meetings. Belshe made 
vegetarian lasagna, burritos, and an array o f  o th e r international dishes 
for the school’s annual Global Awareness D ay event, for example.
The spring fair 
continued to appeal to  
students, both with 
organized activities 
and in spontaneous 
shaving cream fights 
like this one with 

















The M cD onald’s era ended som ew hat abruptly in the sum m er o f 
2003 in a contract discussion related to a specific m anagem ent fee paid 
by the school, and upon w hich the organization rem ained intransigent. 
M cD onalds C orporation  had in fact looked askance at Belsche’s 
willingness to supplem ent standard franchise fare w ith fruits and 
vegetables, and although this issue had been settled earlier in the 
spring, it no doubt continued  to rankle, and the organization re­
sponded to a challenge to the original contract by closing the service 
on campus. Brereton had discussions w ith  Sodexho M arriott, an 
organization that contracts w ith  schools and colleges throughout the 
nation, and the school established an agreem ent to provide plate 
lunches and snacks to students for the 2003-04 school year.
In addition to food service, another perennial concern lay in 
fund-raising and support o f  school programs. Anice Ervin was presi­
dent o f  the Parents’ Association in 1986-87 w hen Brereton became 
headmaster. At that point, the stalwart organization— always a source o f 
support for teachers and program s alike— gave the school $21,000 that 
m em bers had earned through their annual raffle, the spring fair, flower
sale, and the international dinner sponsored by 
the parents. T he m oney was distributed 
am ong a variety o f  programs, including 
scholarship endow m ent, enrichm ent, library, 
and athletics. T he Parents’ Association, know n 
for its contributions to the financial aid fund 
and the faculty endow m ent, has also been a 
source o f  m oral support to teachers. Pum p­
kins, handpainted by parent M ary Rahim i, 
decorated  teachers’ desks one Halloween 
m orn ing , for example. Breakfasts, end-of-year 
luncheons, baskets o f  goodies, holiday treats, 
and gifts have long been part o f Parents’ 
Association projects. In good and not-so-good
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A fter nearly 20 years of 
performance in pastel 
polyester tuxedos, the 
Blue Moons, in group 
t-shirts, drove off for the 
last time in yet another 
Packard, with John 
Sacerdote on a Harley, at 
the celebration of the 
school's 30th anniversary.
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years, this support has m eant a great deal to the teaching faculty.The 
organization’s president also serves a leadership role to the school 
through m em bership on the board o f  trustees and participation in 
policy m aking decisions o f  the board.
A m ajor fund-raising initiative was launched in 1989 w ith the 
school’s silent and live auction. T he raffle that had generated incom e 
for several years was com bined w ith  the new  annual auction event. 
O riginally a black-tie event, the form at was m odified in 2003 to a less 
formal evening. Local auctioneer D oug  Sorrell has supported the event 
each year, n o t only with his professional skills bu t also through his 
know ledge o f  many o f those w ho  attend the auction, sometimes 
goading a familiar bidder to go higher, or persuading a donor to 
double a gift package. T he annual event has generated m ore than 
$100,000 each year since its inception, providing a dramatic contribu­
tion to the school’s economic stability.
Long-range planning, econom ic stability, and fund-raising may 
seem rem ote from the daily life o f  the school, bu t is in fact the under­
pinning o f  that life, assuring the viability o f  academ ic rigor, small 
classes, and strong teaching. T h e  life o f  the school is dependent on the 
careful a tten tion  o f  trustees and administrators to  these factors. Early 
teachers w h o  rem em ber the w arm th  and collegiality o f  school life 
would n o t be disappointed in the spirit o f  the com m unity  today, even 
as lower, m iddle, and upper school divisions have becom e larger and 
increasingly separate.Teachers continue to celebrate birthdays, plan 
Friday gatherings, and host gift exchanges. B irthday books are donated 
to the library, announcem ents o f  lost items are m ade in the informal 
daily m o rn in g  meetings, new  students are w elcom ed w ith applause.
O f  course, students have always been largely oblivious to any 
hardships that their teachers o r their school have faced, and in fact few 
have any recollection o f lim ited supplies or program s, rem em bering the 
campus as beautiful and finding spaces for fun as well as beauty.The
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com m ons, seen as students’ ow n place, was the site for no t only ping 
pong, theatre productions, and music, but som etimes pranks and jokes 
as well. Evan Preisser, class o f 1989, confesses that he and classmate 
D ynero Lee put cicadas in a g irl’s locker in  the com m ons, for example. 
M orn ing  announcem ents and “ hanging o u t in the com m ons,” are 
likewise recalled by m any w ith  fondness, as no ted  by Brad Hughes and 
o ther alumni. W hile to students, this space appeals for “hanging out,” 
it also serves an im portan t co m p o n en t o f  the school’s philosophy— that 
o f  helping students becom e independen t learners and make appropri­
ate choices about use o f  their time.
A lum na Jill Hanning remembers the 
musical and drama productions in w hich she was 
an actor. “ It was easy to jum p on stage and learn 
confidence in a performance in the commons, 
because, as a student, it was the center o f  my 
world,” she says. There were occasional “disas­
trous” performances such as that o f  The Crucible, 
w ith  a small cast and an equally small 
audience. In spite o f its shortcomings, 
Florence Krahling afterward encouraged 
cast m embers w ith her comment, “ That 
was the most enjoyable performance o f 
The Crucible I’ve ever seen.” Following 
that performance was a highly successful 
production o f  Our Town, as well as The 
Diary o f Anne Frank and several musicals.
T he w oods and pond are key 
features o f  students’ rem em bered land­
scapes o f  the school, from the earliest years on campus to m ore recent 
times. Although the depth o f  the  w oods dim inished in the expansion 
o f both  the school and the residential neighborhood, they rem ained 
part o f  student m em ory. Increasingly, students have walked to school
In this 1993 production o f  
The Wizard of Oz, cast 
m em bers were (front) Nick 
Barnard, Claire Enterline, 
Rob Signom, (back) Tim 
Georoff, Melissa Walther, 
Sam Winston, and Danny 
Beaty. Winston, no longer 
a cowardly lion, jo ined the  
fine arts departm ent as 
music teacher in 2001.
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through the woods as hom es have been built in the form er W alther 
estate, now  know n as theT im berlea  area. For som e, the woods have 
been all play. Alexis Krivian describes “build ing  forts in the woods—  
n o t exactly allowed.” Jam ie Elifritz says she “ loved the soccer fields and 
p o n d ” during  her years at the school in the 1990s. G athering together 
for class photos on cam pus was a highlight for Melissa Beasley 
as well.
A lthough m any alum ni recall their u pper school days and the 
friendships that were sustained through these adolescent years, lower 
school activities and events remain 
am ong the sparkling m em ories o f  m any 
as well. R ajitha A w a rem em bers going 
on a ski trip  as a second grader. Parent 
Lisa Evans, w hose four daughters at­
tended M VS during  their early 
childhood years, rem em bers an E C - 
ju n io r class taught by Lyn W eyrich, w ho 
was “calling” Sesame Street on a pretend 
phone, in order to find m ore about the 
num ber 9. “ I firmly believe [MVS] has 
some o f the best teachers in the w orld!” 
she says.
Teacher Sue C arr describes the P ioneer 
School Day that was a fixture for fourth  graders 
for many years. She and colleague Sandy 
H artm an “ stayed up nearly all night hanging  
brow n paper painted like logs” to help w ith  the  pioneer atmosphere. 
Teachers and students simulated the conditions o f  an early pioneer 
classroom, first in the low er school gym and later in the chill o f  the 
tennis academy building, w ith H artm an and colleague N ancy Jackson 
leading the sim ulation. W in ter tem peratures far below freezing never 
daunted the teachers o r their students, w h o  con tinued  to act out
Young 'p ioneers/ Bailey 
Denmark ('05) and 
friend, in traditional 
19th century school 
dress. Their dress was 
part of a them e for a 

















r a n c h i n g  Ou  /
spelling lessons with “slates” and read
from their primers. Carr, w ho later
m arried  upper school history teacher
C had Speight, remem bers sending
messages across the early childhood
playground to Speights classroom w hen
he was sitting at his desk betw een classes.
T hird  graders utilized the larger 
Kevin Howorth ('04) writes on
his slate, while Locke W elborn  campus as well, particularly during the
C04) reads nearby, as part of
fourth grade Pioneer School annual astronomy overnight w ith  science
Day simulation. .
teacher Brian Brogan. Children lay on 
the fields, identifying stars and listening to stories about the universe. 
T he experience, now  hosted by the Boonshoft M useum  o f  Discovery, 
remains among fond m em ories for m any alumni. For this event as w ith 
others, parent volunteers offer classroom support, w hether this means 
preparing snacks, providing transportation, or simply standing by.
Amazingly, after a variety o f  dramatic changes, expansions, and 
grow th in the school, m em bers o f  the com m unity continue to remark 
on the close relationships am ong students and faculty m embers. A 
nurturing  environm ent is n o t only a part o f the school’s philosophy
statem ent, but represents one o f its “core 
values.” “MVS became my family o f 
friends,” says Debbie Knapke, echoing the 
sentim ents o f many. Parent Vicki Bernie 
described a scene w hen she walked into 
N ancy Jackson’s fourth grade classroom. 
Everyone was w orking independently, she 
rem em bers, w ith a “boom  box” playing 
quietly. Jackson and Aaron Bernie were 
w orking at the board and “groovin’ ” to 
the music at the same time. “T hey looked 
so relaxed and comfortable w ith each
Scott Frisby ('89) and 
Debbie Kay ('89) work 
on Apple computer in 
journalism room.
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other— I loved it.” Bernie had observed the special m ix o f inform ality 
and serious in tent that characterize the schools learning.
Prem  Singla, m other o f  Neil, R enu, M onica, and N ina, and a 
m em ber o f  the board o f  trustees, rem em bers Bill Glisson s tears at the 
1987 sports banquet during a speech about the girls’ basketball season. 
Glisson, w ith his tough exterior, has also been know n for tearful 
farewells to students at the end o f  the school year, as parent Kim 
Ceccarelli points out. W hen parent John M argolis died suddenly in 
1995, teacher Nancy Jackson com forted fourth  grader Emily, visiting 
her hom e and being w ith her in the bew ildering days following her 
fathers death. O ther teachers have likewise played critical roles in their 
students’ lives, providing models o f  compassion outside o f  school as 
well as in the classroom. C harlo tte Zw art recalls having a particularly 
difficult tim e during her high school years; on e  o f  her teachers took 
her hom e, m ade her a 
peanut b u tte r and jelly 
sandwich, and com forted 
the crying girl. O ther 
tragedies, such as the deaths 
o f second grader Joel 
H orenstein in 1986 and 
ninth grader Charles 
D em irjian in 1984, and the 
death o f  Billy Glisson after 
his graduation, brought the 
com m unity  closer as well.
W hile the 90s expression “bond ing” 
has becom e a cliche o f school life, 
there can be no doubt o f  lasting
relationships that have developed on the M VS campus. Teachers and 
alum ni correspond, often for decades. W ith the em ergence o f  e-mail, 
these com m unications have becom e even m ore enduring.
M iddle school students pursue 
in terest in Egyptian art. Seth  
M orris, Je ff  Probst, Marissa Hayes, 
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T he school’s sense o f  com m unity  drew  students together in m ore 
som ber ways in 2001 through the difficult days after Septem ber 11 and 
the W orld Trade C en ter disaster. Just as teachers and students had 
gathered around television m onitors in 1986 to watch the tragic failure 
o f  the Challenger space mission, again they found themselves in shared 
sorrow and disbelief as they w atched projected images o f  the airplanes 
that crashed into the tw o towers. Second period  classes were in ter­
rupted  as Brereton h im self w en t from  room  to room  to urge students 
and teachers to jo in  in the com m ons. A m em orial cerem ony in the 
following days gave students an opportun ity  to share their reactions in 
song, poetry, and reflection, o r to express their feelings by w riting  in a 
book provided for the occasion. Reflections o f  alum ni w ho  were living 
in N ew  York C ity were published in  The Bulletin. These included 
responses from Susan Bedford, Pat C arroll, Chelsea Glickfield, Ben 
Katz, R ay M cGuire, B eth Saidel, James Steeber, A nne Turner, and 
Jennifer Van Vleck. In recognition o f  the new  dangers that the w orld 
seemed to present, plans were m ade to alter Im m ersion courses that 
involved travel abroad, and for the second tim e in Im m ersion history, 
students found foreign travel elim inated. (An earlier Im m ersion trip to 
France had been cancelled in 1991 as the G u lf War began, w hen  Peter 
Cam m  arranged instead for travel to Q uebec and homestays w ith 
French-speaking families there.)
Even as the school becam e increasingly stable in its finances, 
programs, and faculty, change was inevitable. Two years after Brereton 
becam e head o f the school, low er school principal Joe Zaluski resigned 
after nine years in the role, in order to take a position as a division 
head at Sewickley Academy, Sewickley, Pennsylvania. His successor 
was Phyllis Constan, w ho  m oved to D ayton from W innetka, Illinois 
w ith  her husband w h en  he becam e ch ief operating officer o f  DAP 
C orpora tion .T he Constans m et theV eritys, w ho recom m ended Phyllis 
to the school.
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Brereton rem em bers that he was im m ediately draw n to Constan 
as a replacem ent for Zaluski.T he search com m ittee, however, did not 
take such im m ediate interest in 
her candidacy, bu t by the second 
interview, they saw a person not 
only o f im m ense leadership talent, 
bu t also w ith  an ability to listen.
Brereton says that after the first 
interview, “ she was sm art enough 
to know  w hat to  do and then 
‘knocked th em  dead.’ ”
As principal, Constan saw 
herself as a “ teacher-learner or head 
teacher,” establishing a nonthreatening environ­
m ent in w hich the faculty could continue to 
grow and learn. Both the search com m ittee and 
the headmaster recognized her outstanding 
leadership potential for the school. Constan s participatory style o f leader­
ship was balanced by a willingness to take responsibility for decisions, and 
the “humility to admit w hen you’ve made a mistake.”2
Constan lived up to the prom ise o f  her words, creating strong 
bonds w ith faculty m em bers, opportun ity  for professional develop­
m ent, and support for learning. A m ong changes that ensued in  the 
lower school curricu lum  was an emphasis on teaching strategies and 
strengths th rough  a m ore highly departm entalized approach to instruc­
tion in the in term ediate grades. For exam ple, in sixth grade (then part 
o f  lower school), Tana Eikenbery led m ath  instruction and Julie 
C onboy taugh t language arts. T he  new  approach not only built on the 
strengths o f  teachers in particular areas, b u t also prepared students for 
the departm ental instruction they w ould  face in middle and upper 
school years.
W hen  C onstan left in 1992 after h e r husband Sam transferred to
A milestone was reached  
when the secon d  generation  
o f M VS students graduated  
in 2001. Aaron Grimes and 
Brent Gutmann, above, 
with their parents, Andrea 
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a jo b  in the Chicago area, the lower school faced several years o f  
leadership change. Barbara Czestochova stepped into the lower school 
principal position for two years, and R o b ert R . C oom bs was solicited 
from the independent school netw ork to serve as in terim  principal for 
one year after she left in 1994. Because o f  the nature o f  C oom bs’ status, 
the lower school was in a “holding pattern” for one year while a search 
for a new  principal ensued.
David Hague was invited to becom e the perm anent principal in 
1995. H e and his wife Anne Brooks and their children, Kristen and 
Caitlin, moved to D ayton from  Verm ont, w here he had served as an 
elem entary school principal in public schools in Arlington and
Newfane. A m ong the new principal’s 
goals were “increasing professional­
ism o f  faculty,” and in his first year, 
“ discovering w hat makes the school 
w hat it is.” Brooks took the position 
o f  lower school art teacher in 1996 
after Ellen Sm ith’s retirem ent, and 
coordinated the O hio  Arts Council 
grants to the school.
After a period o f  stable leader­
ship in both upper and lower schools, 
the school experienced several changes in personnel in the lower 
school principal’s position, the addition o f a middle school principal, 
and ultimately the resignation o f  Tom  Elm er from the upper school 
principal’s office in order to pursue college counseling and teaching 
responsibilities. M iddle school principal R ich  Duff, hired to launch the 
separate middle school program , left in 1998 and was succeeded by 
then-low er school principal D avid Hague. W hen H ague left in 2001, 
fifth grade teacher Bill Glisson took  the middle school leadership reins. 
N ew  principals Kathy M ecoli and Laura M ack stepped into lower and 
upper school vacancies, changing the face o f the administrative team
Principal Phyllis Constan congratulates 
winner of 1990 spelling bee, fifth 
grader Varun Mahajan.
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dramatically. W ithin another five years, both  o f  these positions changed 
again; Kathy Mecoli s departure in January, 2003, brought admissions 
director Karyl Bright into the position, first as in terim  principal and 
then appointed to the perm anent 
role. Laura M ack left in 2001; 
college counseling director Sam 
W agner stepped in for an interim  
year before John  Griffith became 
principal in 2002.
In 2003, the administrative
team  included Brereton, Bright,
Denise C henow eth , Griffith, Glisson, A 1980 faculty retreat at Rolling Hills
Girl Sco ut Camp featured Project 
Wagner, business manager ILoberta A dventure  team-building activities.
*.—. , , T i l - 1- T, , H ere Pat Mutersbaugh, Bill Fox, MarnaDonaldson, and athletic director Bob Young Green
M adden. O nly  three years earlier, it plug h° hs *° m  wl,h wa,er
had been Brereton, Bright, M ack, Duff, M ecoli, Wagner, Donaldson, 
and athletic director Joy Barnett. T he challenge throughout this 
volatile decade has been to keep the school m oving forward and
serving the school’s mission in a consistent way, 
Brereton says, and always to seek opportunities 
for im provem ent.
O ne example o f  the positive outcom es o f 
this kind o f  change lies in the developm ent o f  a 
m iddle school program — a significant step 
forward after several years o f  planning. Tom 
Elm er played a significant role in the planning 
for the new  m iddle school, according to 
B rereton.This structural change represents a 
culm ination o f  the long  range planning process 
and study o f  m iddle school possibilities that 
began in the early 1980s as well as o f  the recom ­
m endations offered by the 1989 ISACS
Upper school 
principal Tom Elm er 
and librarian Pam 
Elmer.
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evaluation.The visiting team had suggested taking “ concrete steps 
toward establishing a m iddle school.” This and o ther recom m endations 
dem onstrate the benefits that accrue to the school from its association 
w ith the professional organization, as well as from the periodic self 
study o f  program  needs and curricu lar goals.
N o t only administrative, but also 
faculty departures and retirements 
represented changes to long-standing 
departm ents and programs in the school. 
Susan R udd  becam e the first MVS alum na 
to jo in  the faculty, w hen she accepted the 
low er school physical education position in 
1988. O th e r alum ni followed, w ith Sam 
The 1986 yearbook, W inston  (class o f  1994) later jo in ing  the
Successions, was dedicated  .
to Florine and Wallace music departm ent and Benjy Lowry (1998) the
Ohnger, longtime English departm ent. Longtim e English teacher
custodians of the school o r  o  o
(see Part 2). Betsy H ughes retired from the school in 1996.
H er colleague Florence K rahling had retired tw o years earlier. T he 
English departm ent, a m odel o f  stability for nearly two decades, u n d er­
went transition as new  teachers stepped in to  the classrooms.
O th er departm ents experienced  change in their long-term  
faculty as well. Science departm ent chair M ary H euser and fine arts 
chair Ellen Smith retired in  1995, as well as prim ary teacher Peggy 
Stichter. L ong-tim e prim ary grades teacher R o b in  R hee  took  a leave 
o f absence to move to South Korea, eventually relocating there and 
deciding n o t to re tu rn  to the school. M usic teacher N ancy E tter and 
foreign language teacher Ellen Kay retired in 2000, and lower school 
teachers Carolyn Christy, N ancy  Jackson, and Kathy Priest all left the 
school in 2001. R etirem en t parties featured musical tributes, testim oni­
als from form er students and colleagues, and anecdotes from classrooms 
and athletic fields. R ita  H eckm ann  created quilts for many o f  these, 
using squares made by teachers.
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Certainly, teachers represent the heart o f  the school in many re­
spects. Academic excellence has been fostered in the classroom by 
outstanding teachers— another o f the core characteristics o f  the school.
T he contributions that Fatherley 
and Ailing had made to building an 
excellent faculty continued to have 
an impact on the program, both in 
the classroom and in extracurricular 
activities, w here teachers and 
students developed close relation­
ships and m utual support. W ith a
student-teacher ratio that assured knowledge o f  shelly Lofmo with her
grandparents, 1987. The
every student, extended activities outside the three visited the school for
annual Grandparents' Day 
classroom cem ented the impact o f  that ratio. activities in the lower school.
A m ajor educational developm ent em erged in 1996 from the 
na tion’s preoccupation  w ith at-risk schools. After the publication o f  
A  Nation at Risk, developed in 1983 by a task force o f  representatives 
from governm ent and education, increasing atten tion  in the 1980s 
focused on  proficiency testing as a way to assure accountability in 
public education . T he report was eventually reflected in policies o f  the 
O h io  Legislature and the state’s D ep artm en t o f  Education.
T he O h io  Association o f Independen t Schools (O A IS),w ith 
MVS headm aster Tom  Brereton serving as its president, vigorously 
prepared to  fight the application o f  the  proposal to  its m em ber schools. 
Eventually, the  case came to trial in  the  Sixth D istrict C ourt in C in c in ­
nati. B rereton, no  longer president o f  the organization, was nonetheless 
a key m em ber o f  the OAIS team, along w ith  o th er O hio  heads o f  
school C hip  M cKelcan, R ick  Hawley, and Pat Hayot. OAIS testim ony 
prepared by M cK elcan and B rereton and offered by attorney Tom  
Kilcoyne focused on the ways in  w h ich  m em ber schools dem onstrate 
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(such as the Scholastic A ptitude Test), and by arguing that 99.4 percent 
o f  independent school graduates in O h io  m atriculate at colleges and 
universities. Further, the OAIS testim ony dem onstrated the ways in 
which intrusive test practices w ould have a deleterious effect on private 
schools’ right to plan curriculum , necessitating a teach-to-the-test 
approach in order to assure that students would be prepared on an 
arbitrary test date.
Disregarding the testimony o f  the schools, Judge Herman Weber 
ruled in favor o f the state o f  Ohio, making ninth grade testing mandatory 
for independent schools as well as public institutions.The ruling was made
in the interest o f w hat the 
judge called the state’s right 
to assure proper education 
for every child.
Several MVS board 
m embers, along w ith Tom 
Brereton, attended the 
trial in Cincinnati each 
day. In addition, a small 
group o f  MVS journalists
Thirtieth amversary photo, anc| th eir advisor were present for the
taken from the top of the
student activities center. testimony, bu t the decision itself was
rendered privately, shared only w ith  the attorneys, w ho then notified 
their clients. T he young journalists, eager to break the story, rushed 
back to school to collect their facts and wait for the verdict. T hey  were 
unable to reach Tom B rereton, bu t M att Barber, D an Perkel, Neela 
Banerjee and Elizabeth Collier, Phloem & Xylem editorial board m em ­
bers, nonetheless persisted, finally reaching the school’s attorney w ho 
shared the inform ation w ith them . For perhaps the only time in school 
history, the student new spaper actually featured significant breaking 
news, w ritten by Dan Perkel for the w in ter issue.
A turn ing  point in the OAIS struggle against the state’s strictures
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came w hen the Catholic C onference o f  O h io  abandoned its support 
o f  the OAIS position. T he two organizations had stood shoulder to 
shoulder in the case until this point.T he political clout that the parochial 
schools brought to the case was no longer available— the issue traded, 
Brereton says, for the state’s support o f  a pilot educational voucher pro­
gram in the Cleveland schools.The voucher program was introduced soon 
after the proficiency test issue had been decided by the court.
O ne o f  the challenges that em erged during  the Brereton years 
was the difficulty o f  assuring that coaching and o ther extracurricular 
activities w ould be led entirely by teachers. T he traditional independent 
school teaching role had always assumed leadership o f  extracurricular 
activities in addition to classroom responsibilities, but teachers’ w illing­
ness to take this role changed as the com pensation system codified 
extracurriculars in supplemental contracts. C oaching positions becam e 
difficult to fill, w ith  their concentrated seasonal demands on teachers’ 
time, and some coaches were hired from  outside the school. This 
developm ent necessitated careful m o n ito ring  o f  the sports programs to 
assure that the core values were m aintained, even by those w ith no 
other know ledge o f  the school or connection  to its students. It could 
no longer be considered “autom atic” that all teachers w ould advise 
extracurricular activities or coach sports teams. T he  role o f the director 
o f athletics changed from one o f  teacher and “head coach” to an 
administrative position necessitating m on ito ring  and evaluation o f 
coaching staff w ith  respect to the school’s emphasis on  a caring envi­
ronm ent. B rereton’s com m itm ent to  this n u rtu rin g  environm ent— one 
o f the “core characteristics” o f the school— extends to sports as well.
R eflecting  on  the role o f  athletics in the school, Brereton says 
that w hile M VS has always offered equal opportunities for boys and 
girls, T itle IX  brought the issue o f  gender equality into focus at all 
levels, and stim ulated involvement by girls in sports programs. A long 
w ith the “am azing and sometimes irrational com m itm ent” to sports at
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younger and younger ages, this trend has created an expanding em pha­
sis on athletic com petition. B rereton is com m itted  to keeping a 
“balanced, appropriate place for athletics in  o u r program — nothing  
m ore, n o th ing  less.” H e understands the critical 
role that good coaching, w ith a com m itted 
d irector o f  athletics, has on m aintaining this 
balance and creating athletic programs that “kids 
can be proud of.” “T here  is absolutely no doub t 
that successful athletic programs begin w ith 
excellent coaches,” B rereton says, acknow ledging 
the im portance o f  positioning student athletes to 
be successful and to  take their preparation seri­
ously. A thletic program s are built on  the belief 
that the lessons garnered from testing oneself, 
b o th  individually and as a m em ber o f  a team , are 
critical to student developm ent. Each year, 70 to 
80 percent o f  upper school students participate in 
at least one team  sport. Largely because o f  this 
com m itm ent;the school has garnered district championships in soccer, 
state rankings in tennis, and highly com petitive seasons in basketball 
and softball.
Transitions such as the shift from volunteer to paid coaching 
dem anded adjustments on  the part o f  the school. These transitions 
characterized the school in m any ways in the 1980s and 1990s. A no ther 
transition involved college counselling.
W ith 100 percent o f  its graduates b o u n d  for college, the school 
saw the need to establish a m ore form al program  o f  college counseling 
that w ould help students evaluate their options and prepare admissions 
applications. Tom E lm er had been  the college counselor for generations 
o f MVS seniors, offering insights and direction  that led them  to col­
leges where they were successful and satisfied. W hile the college 
counseling process had always been an im portan t strength o f the
Ken Williford ('94) with 
'little sib.' The big/little 
sibling program pro­
m oted a sense of
community when it was 
designed in the 1990s.
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school, B rereton wanted to  systematize the process in order to give it 
m ore emphasis and assure that, even as classes becam e larger, every 
student w ould find the appropriate college “m a tch ” for his or her 
needs, abilities, and interests. English teacher Betsy Hughes becam e the 
school’s first director o f  college counseling in  1988 and continued  in 
this role until her retirem ent in 1996. U nder her leadership, the appli­
cation process was distilled in to  a student handbook , provided for 
jun io rs  to use throughout their application process. Juniors and their 
parents were invited to an in troductory  m eeting  w here college admis­
sions professionals shared insights about the application process. Senior 
advisors were responsible for small groups o f  students, to assure that 
they gave thoughtful a ttention to  the entire college application process, 
w hich  was becom ing increasingly complex.
Parents' anxieties about college choices w ere exacerbated by their 
perception o f  the difficulty o f  achieving high grades at MVS, creating 
pressure on the school to  evaluate its grading system. Many area public 
schools were “w eighting” Advanced P lacem ent and honors courses, 
creating grade point averages that som etimes exceeded 4.0 for o u t­
standing students. Schools had traditionally nam ed  valedictorians and 
salutatorians, two students w ho  had the first and second highest grade 
poin t averages in the graduating class. Because o f  its very small graduat­
ing classes, MVS (like m any o ther independen t schools o f  its size) had 
eschewed ranking; such ranking had little m ean in g  in a class o f  30 
students, for example. N onetheless, it was b eco m in g  increasingly 
com m on for schools to have m any students cited  as valedictorians and 
salutatorians. By 2000, it was n o t unheard o f  for a local public school to 
have 15 “ to p ” students nam ed as valedictorians. M iami Valley School 
did no t w ant to be pu t in a position o f  “ inflating” grades, but saw the 
need to exam ine actual grading practice.
B rereton form ed a com m ittee in 1988-89  to study grading 
practices at the school. T h e  group ultim ately recom m ended adjustm ent 
o f  the grading scale. “A ” w ork, for example, traditionally reflected
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achievem ent levels betw een 90 and 100 percent.T he new  scale low­
ered the “A” range to  87, and added the “ A + ” designation to the 
grades. W hat was considered passing m oved from 60 percent to 57 
percent.This shift translated to slightly h igher grades for some students. 
In May, 1988, a Phloem & Xylem  article, published p rio r to the changes 
in the scale, had announced  “good new s:” average high school grades 
o f 2.84 (B-), and middle school 3.12. Twenty six percent o f high school 
grades were As, 42 percent B’s, 23 percent C ’s, 7 percent D s, and 2 percent 
failures. In an earlier discussion o f grades at MVS, Duncan Ailing had 
argued unsuccessfully for the elimination o f  the “D ” as a grade, believing
that the “almost failing/barely 
passing” designation did little to 
communicate progress or inspire 
growth. Grading issues have often 
received attention, but never to the 
extent that the recalibration process 
generated.
A statistic that played a key 
role in the controversial decision 
to  recalibrate grades was related to 
the relationship between average 
SAT scores and grade point 
averages. Nationally, those with 
scores similar to those o f  MVS students had GPA’s o f  3.0, compared to 
MVS GPA’s o f  2 .7 .T he  com m ittee therefore recom m ended slowly 
raising this figure to 3.0 by recalibrating the grading system.
W hat has always been the heart o f  the college counseling process 
is the school’s ability to com m unicate to  prospective colleges its 
identity as a college preparatory program  w ith rigorous academics. 
W hile some large public universities began to go increasingly “by the 
num bers”— exam ining only GPA and C ollege Board scores— the 
school continues to w ork closely w ith  college admissions offices to
Tom Elm er addresses class of 1992 at 
graduation. Behind the podium are board 
president Bob Chelle and headm aster Tom 
Brereton. Class m em bers include (left) Alice 
Nakfour, Dennis Cleary, Patrick Moran, 
Amelia Fuhrer, Matt Diggs; (right) Vanita 
Kumar, Erin Castle, Alex McAulay, John  
Baines, Kisha McClure, and Melissa Beasley.
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G eorge Houk, father of  
alumni P eter and G eorge and 
designer o f the school's tree  
logo as it is known today, 
watches as new  M V S flag is 
hoisted during the 35th 
anniversary year in 1999 by  
an honor guard o f Dayton 
high school RO TC  m em bers. 
Tom Brereton is to  the right 
o f Houk. The school's 
flagpole, installed in the 
Truslow years, was donated  
by the family o f M VS  
alumnus Jo e  Williams.
create clear profiles o f students and their accom plishm ents. T he school’s 
universally-applauded College Profile brochure, developed by principal 
Tom Elm er and updated each year, provides details o f  MVS programs, 
average SAT scores, AP course selections, and historical college place­
ments. College counselors each year w rite  extensive com m entary 
relating to each senior, often drawn from  term  com m ents prepared by 
teachers. In addition, 
teachers themselves w rite 
lengthy narratives as part 
o f  the individual student’s 
application. (Generally, 
colleges request two or 
three o f  these references.)
T he school has 
sustained its com m itm ent 
to active college counseling 
for students and their parents, w ith a goal o f  finding the right “match” for 
each graduate. W hen Betsy Hughes retired in 1996,Tom Elmer stepped 
from the principal’s office and took over the college counseling role, 
returning to the English classroom at the same time. He had always been 
involved in working with students in their college quests, both formally 
and informally, and he assumed the position o f  director o f  college counsel­
ing out o f  his deep interest in this function. H e brought his 17 years o f 
experience in the principal’s role to his support o f  students in their college 
quest process. Students who worked closely w ith him  recall the deep 
understanding that he brought to the principal-student relationship, 
shaping the office as a nurturing haven for students. He brought the same 
insights to the college counseling process.
Students rem em ber Tom Elm er w ith  great fondness, for his 
accessibility to young people and faculty m em bers. “H e was easily the 
most influential faculty m em ber,” says Jill H ann ing  (’96), “always 
wanting to  be sincerely involved and useful in the life o f  every stu­
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dent.” H e participated in students’ lives by coaching, cheering at games, 
attending recognition events, and o f  course, directing dramatic and 
musical productions th roughou t his tenure.
E lm er’s expanding role as principal aptly reflects some o f  the 
transitions that the school was undergo ing  in the 1980s and 1990s. 
D uring  his tenure, he directed m any dram atic and musical productions, 
built sets for perform ances, advised the yearbook, did college counsel­
ing, and participated in Im m ersion  program s. At the same time, he was 
responsible for faculty evaluation, cu rricu lum  developm ent, program 
planning, student discipline, occasional coaching, and serving on the 
administrative team. As the jo b  grew  in complexity, som e o f these 
responsibilities were shared w ith  others in the school com m unity, 
m aking the role o f  principal m ore highly focused on faculty h iring and 
evaluation as well as cu rricu lum  planning and developm ent.
Student life centered no t only on the classroom, bu t on friends 
and athletics as well. Discussion o f  dress codes in the late 1980s, a 
perennial topic, focused on  the banning  o f  sweatshirts and “shorts 
w ithout pockets, such as athletic shorts,” for example. A controversial 
“Parents’ M utual P ledge” sought to  encourage upper school parents 
and students to “ talk and to com e to  an understanding” about alcohol 
use in 1988. T he Parents’Association distributed this pledge in order 
“ to prom ote awareness and com m unication  between parent and child,” 
but it was widely in terpre ted  as an ind ic tm ent o f student behavior 
outside o f  school as well as an in trusion  in to  the private lives o f  
families. Parents’Association president Karen Chelle insisted that the 
fact that the group was d istributing the pledge “does no t mean that the 
...school has a student d rink ing  problem . However, student drinking is 
a national concern, and the school m ust deal w ith it.” Nonetheless, 
some students and parents refused to  sign the statement, asserting that 
it represented excessive control over their families, according to a 
D ecem ber 1988 article by N elson R e id  in Phloem & Xylem.
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O f  course, w hat som e saw as “ excessive control,” others viewed as 
a natural part o f  M V S’ caring attitude for its students. It becam e clear, 
however, that a different tack was appropriate for dealing w ith depen­
dency issues. U nder the leadership o f  upper school principal Laura 
M ack, F reedom  from  C hem ical D ependency, a drug  and alcohol 
awareness program  utilized by m any independen t schools, was in tro ­
duced  in 1996. Jeff Wolfsberg, FCD  facilitator, worked closely w ith 
students to  support good  decision m aking related to drug and alcohol 
use. H e has continued to return  to the school as a private consultant to 
w ork  w ith selected classes in the upper school. A t the conclusion o f  
each campus visit, Wolfsberg has given the faculty his honest appraisal 
o f  the school’s environm ent w ith respect to  these issues. At his sugges­
tion, an upper school health team  was form ed, to provide confidential 
support for students facing a variety o f  personal and social issues, from 
eating disorders to alcohol abuse. Students are provided w ith references 
to helping professionals if  T a r  i m r a a M f  T  
appropriate.
Enrollment continued 
to climb after the 1988-90 
decline, and classrooms and 
laboratories in the upper 
school once again became 
crowded. In particular, 
science facilities could not 
respond to the demand for 
m ore sophisticated technol­
ogy as well as increased 
space. Science teacher A nne Griffith recalls the sometimes-cramped lab 
space, where a perm anent ceiling stain m arked a 1987 experiment by 
teacher Tom Proctor in 1987 involving pure sodium  in water.
W hen  Ervin J. N utter, an inventor, com m unity  leader, and M VS 
grandparent, made a donation to the school, his contribution was
Middle school principal Bill Glisson with students  
(from left, standing) Lauren Lieb, Jake Brereton, 
Josh M ikutis, S tacy  Skidm ore; (seated) M att Treese, 
Glisson, and tea ch er Brenna Bretscher (with back to  
camera) at J o y  O u td o o r Education Center, 2001.
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Tom Brereton (center) 
with Ervin J. and 
Zoe Dell Nutter at 
dedication o f Ervin J. 
N utter Science Center 
(below).
originally m eant to upgrade and expand existing science labs and 
equipm ent for upper and m iddle school science. After substantial study 
and planning, however, the science faculty recom m ended abandoning 
that upgrade, since the infrastructure o f  the existing science space was 
not sufficient to handle any substantial grow th in enrollm ent. N utter 
graciously agreed to be the first m ajor d o n o r to a science wing that 
w ould accom m odate the needs o f  physics, 
chemistry, and biology labs as well as provide 
housing for com puters and com m on space for 
m iddle school students.
As had been the case in earlier 
building projects, faculty members were 
invited to participate in the discussion 
and planning for the new  center. Mary 
Heuser, science departm ent chair, re­
quested large classroom windows, in order 
to open the classroom to the beautiful 
ou tdoor cam pus vista to the west. A 
com prom ise was manifested in windows 
in the independent study rooms, though 
no t in H euser s biology lab. Ultimately, 
the planning resulted in building three 
w ell-equipped science labs for chemistry,
! physics, and biology, as well as indepen­
dent study and preparation rooms for 
these sciences. In addition, the Ervin J. 
N u tte r Science C enter housed a com ­
puter lab for use o f  m iddle and upper school 
students, a publications room  w ith computers 
used for page design and layout.The new addition 
also created a gallery area w ith appropriate lighting to display a variety 
o f exhibits o f  student and faculty w ork.
Science wing benefactor 
N utter with Mary 
Heuser, chair of M VS  
science department, at 
entrance to new  middle 
school commons.
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In addition to the science and technology facilities, the C ontinu­
ing the Legacy campaign m ade it possible to create a m iddle school 
com m ons to supplement the m iddle school class classroom space 
renovated in 1992 through the generosity o f  parents Bill and Sandy 
G unlock. (Sandy G unlock was also a 
trustee.) A key decision was to move the 
sixth grade from the lower school, in order 
to m eet developmental needs o f  these 
students by integrating them  w ith seventh 
and eighth grade classes. After m ore than a 
decade o f  discussion and planning, the 
separate m iddle school area was a reality 
for grades 6, 7, and 8. R ichard  O. D u ff 
becam e the first middle school principal in 
1992, and the school now  had three divisions to «»•*«««»««««. «■«.«
serve the age-specific learning needs o f  all students, from early child­
hood through high school.
A lthough seventh and eighth grade students had long been 
referred to as “middle school,” the launching o f  a formal program  to 
m eet the needs o f  prepubescent students in grades 6-8 called for 
careful planning and clear understanding o f  those age-specific needs. 
A m ong the goals for the new  program  were the following:
• to provide opportunity  for self-exploration
• to provide opportunity  for creative experiences
• to prom ote com m unity  participation
• to establish a nu rtu rin g  environm ent
• to  foster skills o f  constructive interaction
• to  stimulate intellectual abilities
• to provide a range o f  activities for students to achieve and 
experience success
D u ff pointed out that those in grades 6-8 share som e com m on 
characteristics, including preference for active rather than passive
Teacher Bruce 
Huntsbarger and 
young chef prepare  
a dish for the
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learning, increased capacity to speculate and wonder, and intense 
curiosity. C urricu lum  design supported  these characteristics as well as 
the stated goals.
Form ation o f  a separate m iddle school program  had an im pact on 
some school traditions, w hich con tinued  to  evolve. W hile senior 
privileges or the annual all-school sing are recognizable even through 
change, the school has gained new  traditions as well. Establishing a 
practice o f  opening the school year w ith  appropriate recognition, 
Brereton instituted the annual all-school convocation in 1998. In 
addition to inspirational messages from  the headmaster and from 
speakers representing a variety o f  religious traditions, the form at each 
year includes a w elcom e to first graders by seniors. Each o f  the younger 
students walks across the stage area to  m eet a senior, w ho  offers the 
child a book as a m etaphorical in troduction  to elem entary school and 
academic learning. T he  child, in  tu rn , gives the senior a flower and the 
two then jo in  the o ther children and seniors near the podium . T he 
assembly concludes w ith the singing o f  the school’s alma mater. T he 
song itself has becom e a tradition as well, m arking school gatherings 
from convocation to graduation. C om m issioned by trustee Ken N u tte r  
in 1998, its words and music w ere com posed  by senior Sarah E nterline 
and music teacher Marla Butke.
T he school’s latest capital cam paign, H ere and N ow: Building the 
Future o f  T he M iami Valley School, was launched by board action in 
2000, consistent w ith a strategic plan related to building, marketing, 
faculty com pensation, and technology. T h e  capital campaign entered 
its first stage w ith solicitation o f  m ajor donors and board members.
A formal kickoff for the cam paign to o k  place at an evening event 
coinciding w ith the opening o f  the 2002 Olym pics in February, 2002. 
Lower school students m arched in to  the gathering in Olym pics-parade 
style, and the them e was m aintained th roughou t the evening. Actress- 
alumna Allison Janney spoke to the assembled audience via tape from 
the set o f  the popular television dram a, “ West W ing.”
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Designs for the n ew  building underw en t several revisions, due in 
part to  building code dem ands, but also to  reappraisal o f  the school’s 
capability w ith respect to  raising the funds necessary to com plete the 
building. Ultimately, a $4.5 million plan was adopted, and site w ork to 
renovate all existing w ater, gas, and sanitary systems and to expand 
parking was com pleted in 2002. T he tim ing  o f  the campaign coincided 
in  an unfortunate way w ith  the abrupt slow dow n o f  the nation ’s 
econom y and the sharp decline o f the  stock m arket in 2001-02, so
fundraising, still underway, has presented a 
particularly acute challenge. B rereton has 
been gratified by the 100 percent response 
o f trustees and faculty m em bers, as well as 
by significant gifts from  friends o f  the 
school.
Each proposed addition to the cam ­
pus has engendered  a certain am ount o f  
negative reaction from the neighborhood 
and often from  the township zoning board 
as well. T his has been  true, as no ted  in 
Part 1, since the school’s earliest days. Tom 
Brereton and the trustees w ho have served 
during his tenure have not escaped these 
challenges. A proposal to expand classroom 
space w ith  tem porary  structures was 
denied in  1998, and the construction o f  the 
N utter Science C en te r faced concerns 
about parking and drainage that had to be 
addressed. T h e  school had been granted 
conditional use zoning status since the bu ild ing  o f  the tennis academy 
(See Part 2). In the same way, it had operated  a program  for 3- and 
4-year-olds on campus, and that, too, was considered “conditional use.” 
W ith  this designated status, any changes w ere subject to review by the
'W indows on the World,' a 
three-dimensional series 
representing  multicultural 
aw areness is exhibited in the  
low er school's entryway. The 
w ork was the creation of 
O hio A rts  Council artist-in- 
residence Rob Gartzka and 
low er school students in 
2000. Gartzka later joined the  
faculty as a full-time teacher.
174
OS r  a n c h i  n y O  u I
Board o f  Z oning  Appeals (BZA). Since the tennis academy had long 
ago ceased to be a separate, com m ercial endeavor but had been do­
nated to the school, and since the early childhood program had been 
moved off campus, the conditional use zoning  no longer applied, 
and in 2002 the zoning status reverted to  its original perm itted-use 
agricultural zoning designation.This cleared the way for major infra­
structure work, including expansion o f  parking that was critical to 
creating the next phase o f  building w hen H ere and Now: Building 
the Future o f T he M iam i Valley School was launched.
In an effort to diminish neighborhood  concerns, the school 
undertook steps to address traffic issues. O pen ing  times for lower and 
upper school were staggered (8:00 for low er school, 8:15 for upper; 
this was later reversed). Sophom ores were denied driving privileges, 
and additional speed bum ps were installed at the entrance and exit 
drives. D riving privileges for jun io rs and seniors are revoked if they do 
not m aintain responsible driving habits in the neighborhood.
As residential properties in the im m ediate area o f the school 
became available, the school purchased them , prim arily as a way to 
provide a buffer betw een itself and the neighborhood, w ith the hope 
that the additional land could eventually be incorporated into the 
campus itself. A proposal to use one o f  the houses for the developm ent 
office staff in order to free up space for classrooms was soundly denied 
by the zoning board, on the basis o f  exclusive residential use and an 
objection to potential parking on the property. By 2000, the school 
ow ned five hom es in the neighborhood contiguous to campus, includ­
ing the form er hom e o f the headmaster. T h e  properties brought rental 
incom e for several years, but were eventually resold w hen it becam e 
clear that the land could never be cleared for a green-space buffer in 
the neighborhood because o f  existing plat covenants and deed restric­
tions on the properties. O ne o f  the hom es, formerly used as housing 
for interim  lower school principal Bob C oom bs and later rented, was 
purchased by transportation director D ennis M anning and form er
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athletic director Joy Barnett in 2003. (Faculty m em bers Jo n  Graetz, 
Cindy Knight, and M aureen R edm ond  becam e part o f  the neighbor­
hood w hen they bought hom es on C hapin, Silbury, and W heaton 
Streets.)
W ith  exigencies o f  enrollm ent, the school needed to establish 
predictable sources o f  incom e in addition to tuition. T h e  annual raffle 
and auction continued to generate m ore than $100,000 each year, and 
endow m ent funds were beginning to  grow. In 1992, the school 
launched a new  and daring venture by establishing a bingo game in 
Dayton. T he operation generated a substantial incom e, and the board 
o f trustees made a com m itm ent to use those funds only to  shore up 
endow m ent funds and cover m ajor capital expenses, n o t to incorporate 
them  into  operating revenues. T he objective was to avoid “budgetary 
dependence on a relatively unknow n revenue source,” according to 
board m inutes in 1993. Board m em ber Bob Signom led the effort to 
establish the bingo operation. C huck  Castle later served for many years 
as the liaison to this separate fundraising activity organized by an 
independent contractor, Bob Carm ack. Bingo continues to generate 
revenue for the school, though the declining 
econom y o f  the new  century  has had an 
impact, and trustees remain unclear about 
its future.
Diversity, a them e from the earliest 
years o f  the school, has continued to repre­
sent a m ajor com m itm ent as well as a feature 
that attracts and keeps families in the school, 
reflecting B rereton’s own long-standing 
focus both  as admissions director and head o f  
school. W hile enrollm ent and financial aid 
policies have stimulated diversity in the student population, the school 
also feels a responsibility for education that fosters tolerance and
Program cover, drawn by 
D ynero Lee in 1989, for 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
assembly.
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understanding am ong diverse groups. Classroom  discussions, selection 
o f  materials, and sensitivity to differences have always characterized the 
school’s academic program . Learning from and about diversity is 
fostered by a num ber o f  program s as well.
M artin Luther K ing Day celebrations, continuous since 1979, no t 
only fostered respect for the black leader and his accom plishm ents, bu t 
also celebrated the schools ow n racial diversity. Poet and actress Sheila 
Ram sey read poetry to the assembled students in 1988, and W right 
State University professor G ordon  W elty spoke about the history o f  
South Africa and apartheid. Sharyn Jackson and Florence Krahling, 
w ho had planned earlier assemblies, increasingly tu rned  the responsibil­
ity for the celebration over to students. Jun io r Harold Mills 
coordinated the 1988 assembly, n o tin g  its im portance to his con tem po­
raries: “People my age d o n ’t really rem em ber M artin Luther King and 
what w ent on,” he said, speaking o f  b o th  his black and w hite class­
mates. D anny Beaty, w ho later garnered state and national recognition 
for oratorical interpretation and prose and poetry, first came to the 
school as a speaker for a M artin  L u ther King, Jr. assembly. Brereton 
invited Franklin Smith, superin tenden t o f  D ayton C ity Schools, w ho 
brought eighth grader D anny B eaty to speak. Following that impressive 
perform ance, Brereton took  steps to  b ring  Beaty to the school as a 
student. Today D anny continues to  distinguish him self as an actor o f  
grow ing fame.
In later years, w hen  the school cancelled classes in recognition o f  
K ing’s birthday, students organized for peace marches and other cel­
ebrations o f  the great leader’s accom plishm ents.Teacher Ashwi Birdi, a 
m em ber o f  the C enterville-W ashington Township Diversity C ouncil, 
led students to a peace breakfast and m arch on M artin Luther King 
Day beginning in 2000. MVS senior Katie Kersh was a speaker for the 
gathering in 2003— a distinct h o n o r for the school.
Diversity has been prom oted by the school’s participation as a 
regional evaluation center for A B etter Chance, a national organization
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that serves as a clearing house for m inority students w ho seek boarding 
school experiences. Schools then provide scholarships to students w ho are 
selected through the A BC screening process. As admissions director,Tom 
Brereton was responsible for affiliating w ith the organization. African 
Am erican students are invited to the school for interviews w ith faculty 
m em bers and administrators, to be considered for scholarships to indepen­
dent schools through this prestigious program. W hile ABC scholarship 
w inners have often gone to boarding programs or other independent 
schools, the school s participation has enhanced its profile in the com m u­
nity and expanded understanding o f  independent school education. In 
addition, a small num ber o f  students w ho  interviewed for ABC but did 
no t earn the foil scholarship developed an interest in MVS after being on 
its campus, and have subsequently enrolled in the school.
Student exchanges sponsored by AFS Intercultural Program  
(form erly know n as A m erican Field Service) have contributed to 
keeping  diversity alive as well. C arl-Johan Hillstrom , a Swedish student, 
felt that he had been “prepared for academ ic challenges” that he w ould 
later encounter, but also found Jon G raetz’ Civil R ights Im m ersion a 
source o f  exceptional insight into the  A m erican civil rights m ovem ent. 
T h e  school hosted M anan Liu, a 
C hinese university teacher, in 1986, 
the  first year that C h ina had partici­
pated  in the AFS exchange program  
and the first time that teachers w ere 
included  in the exchange. Liu 
quickly becam e part o f  the school 
com m unity, teaching a class in 
M andarin  Chinese language and 
engaging in every opportun ity  that
was offered to her for learning. H aving lived Chinese exchange teacher
Manan Liu (center) with
th rough  C hina’s C ultural R evo lu tion  w h en  teachers Linda Kretzler;
Barbara Cleary, and P eter
she and her family had been denied access to Camm in 1986.
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school and sent to the country  to work in  rice paddies, Liu understood 
the value o f learning. She was hosted by the family o f  Dede and Dick 
Bethke, parents o f  Steven, and by teacher Linda Kretzler and her 
husband Gary, parents o f C hris and M adison.
A 1988 middle school exchange w ith Eisugakkan Junior High 
School in Fukuyama offered a chance for MVS students to learn about 
the other side o f the world. Led by middle school dean Sharyn Jackson 
during the summer o f  1988, the group stayed in Japanese homes for four 
days, as well as visiting a num ber o f  historical and religious sites. O ther 
MVS representatives to visit the Eisugakkan school in ensuing years as 
part o f the exchange were Tom Brereton, Barbara Cleary, Fran Inbody, 
Sharyn Jackson, and several groups o f  students.
In the interest o f  advancing its belief in 
“ fostering an awareness o f  global perspec­
tives” and creating “compassionate global 
citizens,” expressed in the school’s philoso­
phy statements, the school supported the 
developm ent o f  Global Awareness Day, 
cosponsored by AFS Intercultural Programs 
and, in its first year, by W right State U niver­
sity and planned by an AFS com m ittee led 
by Barbara Cleary. M ore than 200 students 
representing high schools throughout the
D ayton area, as well as foreign exchange
Awareness Day, 1987. Design i r  c
was by Linda Kretzler students from  a variety of programs, came
together on a Saturday each February, from 
1987 until 1999. In sm all-group problem -solving exercises and simula­
tions, they came to term s w ith  challenging environmental issues facing 
the world. A m ong keynote speakers for the event were cartoonist M ike 
Peters and O hio  teacher-in-space candidate Jim  Rowley. Initially, the 
event took place on the W rig h t State campus, but was moved to MVS 
in its second year. Sessions were led by prom inent environmental
"World Citizens for Tomorrow"
February 7, 1987
Sponsored by Dayton area chapters
AFS International/ Intercultural Programs 
in co-operation with W right State University
Program for first Global
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experts, ou tdoor education facilitators, and teachers. MVS middle 
school dean Jerry  Sampson and new ly-appointed headmaster Brereton, 
for example, led a simulation related to terrorism  in the first year. Susan 
Bradford (later an MVS parent and wife o f  teacher Brian Brogan) 
facilitated sessions in w hich students planned placem ent o f  key com ­
m unity facilities— water supplies, sewage treatm ent facilities, schools, 
and industry. By w orking together, A m erican high school students and 
those from a variety o f  o ther cultures garnered greater understanding 
o f  each o ther as well as o f  environm ental issues.
Diversity remained a key goal o f  the school and was reflected in 
its admissions practices. O n e  approach to expanding enrollm ent and 
attracting a diverse group o f  capable students to the school lay in 
offering scholarships to capable students. Financial aid, always a key part 
o f  the school budget, becam e part o f  the larger effort to draw new 
students from outside the school com m unity. W ith  the support and 
encouragem ent o f Brereton, nam ed scholarships expanded, especially 
those that recognized unique m erit or potential contribution. W hile 
D uncan Ailing had opposed scholarships based on m erit alone,
Brereton em braced the concept, encouraging families to establish these 
trusts. “These nam ed scholarships have had a huge im pact on the school 
in the intervening years,” B rereton says. Families o f  alum ni expressed 
their appreciation for the school w ith generous gifts to recognize and 
support future learners. A m ong these families were those ofW illiam  
and Julia H obart, M ichael and T ina Lofino, E rnie and Jan D ourlet, and 
in 1999, the Wyse family.The Bedford Family Scholarship had been 
established earlier (see Part 3). An additional scholarship was nam ed for 
longtim e teacher, administrator, and trustee Annabelle Cum m ings. 
A nnouncem ent o f  these nam ed scholars plays a critical role in the 
annual Academic Awards Program  each June. This evening event, 
usually held outdoors in the school’s quadrangle, was initiated by Tom 
Brereton in his early years as headmaster, and remains am ong the best­
loved traditions in the school.
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Am ong the nam ed m erit scholarships such as that created by the 
Hollister family in m em ory  o f  their daughter Jean (see Part 2), was one 
established by B urt and Alice Saidel to h o n o r the m em ory o f  their son 
David Saidel, class o f  1982. D avid was tragically killed in a pedestrian 
accident in Greece after he had clim bed M t. O lym pus on July 4, 1987. 
His parents established a perm anen t, living m onum ent to D avid’s 
m em ory by endow ing scholarship funds for two students each year. 
B urt Saidel also built a bench for the school grounds and planted a 
gingko tree in D avid’s name, and crafted the plaque celebrating D avid’s 
life in the young students w ho  followed him  as Saidel scholars. Teacher 
JohnV andenB oom , w ho had taugh t and coached David at MVS, 
rem em bers that he “had the messiest handw riting  I had ever seen, bu t 
a heart o f  gold as well as a never-say-die attitude,” adding that it was 
“hard to describe the joy  I felt up o n  learning that David had decided 
to be a math teacher” after his college graduation. David was in his 
second year o f  teaching geom etry  and coaching soccer at the Bullis 
School, Potomac, M aryland, w h en  he died.
C ontinu ing  the quest for excellence, the school sought ways to 
enhance existing programs. Arts had a boost w ith expanded instrum en­
tal programs and increased interest 
in handbell and vocal choirs.
D ram a continued to flourish, w ith  
musicals, dramatic productions, and 
one-act plays offered as fare 
through all divisions. Marla B utke 
Directors Marla Butke (left) and and Tom  Elm er m ounted a p ro d u c-
T9̂ 7Ê oducdon^'"Oncet °* 1:1 on  ° f  Once Upon a Mattress, a reprise o f  the
Upon a M attress."  1979 perform ance. T he role o f  the princess,
played by M artha Elbaum  in the original production, was taken by 
Sarah Enterline in 1997. B utke institu ted  a handbell choir, w ith the 
support o f the Parents’Association in purchasing the bells. Students had 
increasing opportunities for perform ance, playing concerts dow ntow n
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and at nursing hom es as well as 
on campus. T h e  upper school 
cho ir was even invited to 
p erfo rm  at E pcot C en ter, and
travelled to Florida du ring  
w in ter break, 1997. B o th
m iddle school and up p er school 
handbell and vocal choirs drew  increasing 
interest from students, and enrollm ent in
Handbell choir in perform ance. 
Middle school and u pp er school
handbell choirs d eve lo p ed  in the
mid-90s under the direction of 
Marla Butke.
music classes flourished.
N ancy E tter led  lower school O rff instrum ent ensembles, choral 
groups, and dancers in  annual perform ances. Bret Eikenbery, Pam  
Chelle, M andy R ah im i, M att Gunlock, M olly  Thom as, and B evin 
Surdyk were am ong the  “city mice and the country  m ice” to  appear in 
Mouse Country in 1988, for example. M iddle school students, directed 
by m usic teacherV icky  Peters, produced A  Dragon’s Tale w ith in  weeks 
o f  the lower school perform ance. Perform ance continued  to  draw  the 
interest o f  a w ide range o f  ages and talents.
O n e  exceptionally  talented sophom ore violinist, Ku C hiang , was 
selected through aud ition  to play w ith the D ayton P hilharm onic Youth 
O rchestra at a co n cert at C arnegie Hall du ring  the spring o f  1988, and 
virtuoso pianist Paul Kwak later appeared w ith  the C leveland Philhar­
m onic O rchestra. As n o ted  in earlier years, lim ited space and facilities 
for perform ing  and visual arts did not im pede the enthusiasm  and 
talent o f  students in  all divisions. Chiang later studied m usic and 
English at C ornell University.
M usic was n o t restricted to perform ance areas. W ith  increasing 
sophistication in technology, students w ere creating videos and music as 
class projects o r sim ply to amuse their friends. K atherine K unz rem em ­
bers m aking a m usic video in  gym class w ith  several classmates; w hen  
an exercise m at used as a backdrop fell on  top o f  two boys in  the class, 
the action was cap tured  on video. Paul K w ak created an orig inal piano
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score to accom pany His m iddle school study o f  Elie Weisel’s Night in 
English class, and later won a state piano com petition  as well as garner­
ing other state and national music awards before m atriculating at 
Harvard C ollege to pursue study o f  medical ethics and continuing to 
foster his musical study. H e founded the H arvard Piano Society during 
his undergraduate years.
W hile designs were created in 1987 by D ale Sm ith & Associates 
architectural firm  for a perform ing arts building as part o f  the Assuring 
Excellence campaign, the plans were abandoned in the face o f  com ­
plexities w ith  parking, zoning, and fund-raising. Visual arts facilities in 
the upper level o f  the student activities center were renovated, and in 
1998, R o b  Gartzka jo ined  Linda Kretzler on the arts faculty. Gartzka 
began teaching middle school students, w hile K retzler expanded
offerings in drawing, ceramics, and art
c
" history for upper school. G artzkas col- 
o laborator and wife Kathie Johnson stepped
_c
into the lower school art position after 
A nne Brooks left the school in 2001. 
Gartzka, know n nationally for his furni­
ture and w oodw orking designs, introduced 
upper school students to furniture design 
and w orking in w ood.
A blend o f  art and school spirit 
com bined w hen Aaron H am ilton, noted 
for his cartoons and drawings, painted a 
large image o f  the M VS ram  on the wall in 
the gym in 1990. (His senior yearbook
Sophom ore Susan prediction: “Aaron vies w ith  M ike Peters and James
Braunlin w rites in her
journal during 2 0 0 0  T hurber for a place in the C artoonists’ Hall o f
Immersion. . . . .
Fame. ) T he gym  in the student activities center 
had been newly-refurbished w ith  a gift from the M ichael Lofino 
family, and the R am  provided a boost to the spirit that the renovation
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engendered. Athletic ciirector Teresa Pazitney found satisfaction in 
turning the emphasis in the student activities cen ter from trees into 
Ram s, she says.
The Lofino family also m ade a major con trib u tio n  to upgrading 
the athletic fields, later designating the new  playing fields in h o n o r o f 
Billy Glisson, class o f  1988. Glisson, a talented athlete, developed cancer 
in his final m onths at the school, participated in graduation in a 
wheelchair, and eventually succum bed to the disease in 1990 w hile he 
was a student at W rig h t State University. B oth his participation as a 
wheelchair athlete a tW S U  and his contributions to M VS soccer, 
basketball, and baseball teams provide testimony to his com m itm ent to 
athletics, even after his illness.
The arts were boosted by an exclusive exhibit that opened the 
new  gallery area early in 1995, w hen the Mazza C entennial Collection 
was m ounted at the school for two m onths.T he collection featured 
original art from  children’s books that had been gathered at the U n i­
versity o f  Findlay in a unique concentration. T h e  M VS gallery was 
selected for the distinction because it was considered a “teaching 
gallery,” providing opportunities for tour groups from  Dayton-area 
schools as well as teacher clinics and educational events. W hile the art 
was enjoyed by the entire MVS com m unity th ro u g h  evening events, 
class visits, artists’ lectures, and spontaneous gatherings in the gallery, it 
also offered an opportun ity  to enhance the school’s profile in the 
Dayton com m unity  and the state.
Spirit Week, devised by student government leadership in the early 
1980s, was described in the yearbook as “that annual display o f spirit and 
competition that culminates in the MVS Basketball Invitational Tourna­
ment. For one crazy week, the hallways are transform ed into ‘spirit halls’ by 
the classes.” In 1990, contributions to Holiday Aid represented a new 
dimension to the annual Spirit Week celebration. In one memorable Spirit 
Week skit, Jarek Babicki playing “Super Grover,” w ent flying off the
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Maria Ferraro, golf coach, 
recognizes players at sports 
banquet, 1990. Players are 
Sami Siddiqqi, Vin Romeo, 
Brian Haw thorne, Josh  
Lewis, and S teve  Wood.
stage— -fortunately, unhurt. Skits— often parodying teachers— thematic 
approaches to each days dress, and class hall decorations represent the heart 
o f  the Spirit Week activities. Judges were 
appointed to evaluate skits and decorations.
W inning classes were those that had 
accumulated the greatest num ber o f points 
through these activities as well as service 
projects and attendance at athletic events.
Spirit Week, inextricably tied to prom o­
tion o f  spirit, especially in athletics, had 
becom e so much a part o f  the entire school’s 
January that young Tommy Elmer advocated in a 
Phloem & Xylem editorial that it become an “all 
year” event. In effect, that has happened, as the events o f  Spirit Week have 
been spread throughout the school year, w ith opportunities to garner 
“spirit points” in a variety o f  ways.
Allison Baines (’90) was an active participant in student govern­
m ent; this involved far m ore than advocating for student rights and 
establishing policy for social events. She rem em bers picking up donuts 
before school for jun iors to sell at m orn ing  break; boys “ T -P -in g ” 
classmate Lisa Cawley’s house; speaking at graduation in the V ictoria 
T heatre; participating in  M odel U nited  N ations trips to N ew  York; and 
giggling over frogs during  the ninth grade earth  science Im m ersion. 
Even m ore, she values the opportunities she had to take risks, bo th  in 
class and in extracurricular activities: to be an athlete even w ith  lim ited 
confidence; to find herself a spokesperson for the school on  a TV  
com m ercial; to have a role in a school play. As a class leader, Baines 
supported  a parent-led effort to sponsor after-prom  events in a drug- 
and alcohol-free environm ent.
O th er students recall the ways in w hich small classes presented the 
same kind o f risk o f which Baines speaks. Kara N ixon remem bers a 
chemistry class composed o f  three girls and Japanese student R yoko
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Suzuki, w ho worked their way together through teacher Bryan Czarnota s 
sometimes puzzling challenges, and she says, “probably drove him  crazy.”
Some years earlier, a 1978 article in the suburban Times had pointed 
to the school’s “balance betw een academics and athletics,” noting that the 
construction o f  a new  gym and Student Activities C enter w ould help to 
sustain that balance.3 It is true that athletes throughout the school’s history 
have dem onstrated their prowess both on the field and in the classroom. 
W hile taking both seriously, M VS athletes have not taken themselves so 
seriously that they could not contribute to building athletic programs, 
sometimes from scratch.
Indeed, building from scratch was the case w ith baseball, for ex­
ample. T he num ber o f  available athletes was limited not only by the size o f 
the school but also by the dem and o f other athletic programs. If  one 
played tennis, for example, baseball was out o f  
the question regardless o f  interest. After parents 
and team members, led by Shawn Jones’ father 
Russell, rebuilt the baseball diam ond for the 
1989 season, coach Jim  W endling com m ented 
on the frustration o f building a team: “It presents 
a problem  just getting enough kids to come 
out,” he said in an interview. “We don’t even 
w orry about how  talented they are. Most o f  the 
good athletes play tennis.”4 In his second year as 
coach,W endling had only eleven players, two of 
w hom  had never played baseball. In his first 
season, the sports w riter said, “MVS experienced 
very little o f  the thrill o f  victory— they finished 
2-11.” Nonetheless, pitcher Shawn Jones led the hard-w orking team, about 
w hich W endling said, “ I have eleven w ho really want to play this year.” 
M eanw hile, b o th  boys’ and girls’ basketball program s were 
gaining m om en tum , despite media com m ents to  the contrary
B etw een  halves o f an 
alumni-senior soccer  
match, senior M att Cleary 
(left) and alumnus Tim 
Cleary (right) g e t advice 
from trustee  Mike Cleary.
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(“C linrbing out o f  a hole is one thing, but clim bing ou t o f  a ravine is 
another. Just ask the M iami Valley boys’ basketball team,” Gary Gregory
invitational tournam ent at Disney’s W ide W orld o f  Sports Com plex. 
A lthough it was the smallest school to participate in the tournam ent, 
MVS nonetheless earned A ll-Tournam ent distinction for three players.
T he school hosted an invitational basketball tournam ent, the 
conclusion o f  Spirit Week activities. Families hosted students from 
K entucky C ountry  Day School, Greenhills School, and M aum ee Valley 
School (including two G erm an exchange students w ho  were m ore 
than 7 feet tall) in 1989, and although MVS finished last in the tourna­
m ent, the w eekend provided a rallying poin t for support o f  the teams. 
Standouts included D arrin  Bright, Thom as and Lloyd H uber,V in 
R o m eo  III, C raig Young, and David Young. J im  W endling took over as 
head coach in 1990, ending w ith a .500 season. D avid Young and Lloyd 
H uber were nam ed to the MVS International A ll-Tourney Team.
M aria Ferraro coached the ju n io r varsity team  to a 8-5 record, com ­
m enting on a highlight o f the season w hen Packy M oran put in a
w rote in a Times article in 1987).5 In 
spite o f clim bing ou t o f  ravines, the
[‘ team  had a decent season, and Peter
Powell was nam ed to the AAA second
A 1987 soccer team trained by 
running on the then-closed section  
o f M ad River Road while M VS  
fields were undergoing  
renovation. Am ong the runners 
are coach Joe  Zaluski (left) and 
Billy Clisson (second from left). 
Glisson, a cancer victim, died 
tragically within two years after 
his M VS graduation. An inscribed 
rock and a bench overlooking his 
beloved soccer fields, named in his 
honor, memorialize the young  
athlete on campus.
all-state team  at the end o f the season. 
H e had earlier been identified as a 
Dayton Daily News A thlete o f  the Week 
for his perform ance on the soccer team, 
dem onstrating the flexibility o f  many 
MVS athletes w ho  played multi-season 
sports.The following year, the boys’ 
team  finished w ith a 16-4 record, 
falling to Ansonia in the Division IV 
tournam ent.6 Fifteen years later, the 
team came in second in a Florida
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clutch hoop in the final seconds o f  a 
game against Hillcrest, a school for the 
criminally disturbed. Coaches from 
1986 to the present have included 
teachersV in R om eo ,Jim W endling , 
R ick  Acquilano, and Bob M adden, 
w ho has served as head coach since 
1997, w ith  the exception o f  one year 
w hen m iddle school teacher M ike 
Colem an stepped in.
Girls’ basketball coach Bill 
Glisson celebrated his 100th w in w hen 
his team  beat M iddletow n Christian 
40-31 in February, 1989. At the end o f the 1990 season, the coach 
com m ented on the “grow th in confidence and play ability” on the 
team. Glisson stepped dow n as varsity coach in 1995, succeeded by 
M aria Ferraro and June Steck, w ho coached for two years, and later by 
Vin R om eo, Lauren Enz, and R andy Duff.
Boys’ and girls’ tennis continued to dom inate w ith 20-plus wins 
each year. The girls’ team was ranked second in Dayton A/AA competition 
in 1993, 1998, and 1999, eighth in the state in 1998, and ninth in O hio in 
1999. In 2003, the boys’ team was named first in Dayton Division II play 
and fourth in Ohio, the highest ranking in MVS tennis history. Vin 
R om eo achieved the 950th win o f his coaching career with the O akwood 
match that spring, and team members Aaron Bernie and Dan Malarkey 
w on at district levels to advance to state com petition for the second year in 
a row. Malarkey was nam ed “Player o f the Year.”
O ne m ark o f the m aturity o f the school’s athletic programs is 
represented by the decision to becom e a founding m em ber o f  the 
Buckeye M etro League in 1998. M ore predictable schedules and 
consistent levels o f  com petition  reflect the solid interscholastic sports 
program that has em erged. Girls’ soccer teams have w on the league
Alan Siebenthaler g oes to  the 
hoop in 1987 competition.
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cham pionship twice, as has the go lf team , and boys’ 
soccer was also a league cham pion. M VS teams have 
regularly excelled at district and sectional com peti­
tion. N o t only tennis players, but o ther athletes as 
well have gone to  state com petition . These include 
Evan H attan, nam ed to an all-state
Allison Barnes,
right, backs off as soccer team  and classmate Jordan 
Susan M oss takes a
kick in a 1990 girls' Poppa to an all-state basketball 
varsity game.
team  in 2000. M ore recently, 
sophom ore Juliette B uiter qualified for state in the 
100-m eter dash event. Boys’ soccer, always a strong 
presence in the school, assumed a h igher profile in the com m unity  as it 
played increasingly challenging schedules, including Alter H igh School, 
under the leadership o f  coach M ario  C arrillo, physical education 
teacher and a m em ber o f the school counselling team . C arrillo  solic­
ited the help o f  Gene Jackson in the program  as well as that o f  Chris 
B ethel, MikeYarger, and Kevin Terrell. T h e  style o f  Carrillo, know n for 
his sense o f  good sportsmanship and steady support o f  team  m em bers 
bo th  on  and off the field, is com plem ented by his genial assistant, w ith 
his “Jacksonisms.” An example, w h en  Jackson was exhorting  the team  
about a particular play, was a classic: “Y ou’ve let a gnom e into the 
k itchen  and given him a cookie.”
As student participation in activities, including athletics, ex­
panded  and enrollm ent increased, the dem and for appropriate space 
becam e m ore critical. An annual “scheduling sum m it” is necessary to 
assure that lower, middle, and upper school athletic events, arts perfor­
m ances, and academic needs can be served. (W ith lim ited  space for 
final exams that would accom m odate all sections o f  a given course, for 
exam ple, decisions are sometimes m ade to  m ake the exam  suitable for 
available space, rather than the o ther way around.)
Em phasizing the dynamic nature o f  the school and its programs, 
it seems appropriate to conclude w ith the cu rren t build ing program ,
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w hich will once again change the face o f  the campus. Assuring Excel­
lence: B uilding the Future o f  T h e  M iami Valley School, the curren t 
capital cam paign, has generated m ore revenue than any o ther campaign 
in the school history, in order to address these needs. After a full 
sum m er o f  preparing infrastructure, includ­
ing sanitary sewer, water, and electrical 
systems, in 2002, groundbreaking for the 
Lofino Family A thletic C en ter and the 
Suzanne and Basel Yanes Arts C enter took  
place w ith o u t fanfare in the sum m er o f  2003.
T h e  $4.5 m illion expansion will be com ­
pleted  for use in the fall o f  2004, coinciding 
w ith  the school’s 40 th  year as T he M iami 
Valley S chool.T his latest addition to the
campus will jo in  the student activities center to the m ain  body o f  
the school, rendering  easier access not only for s tudent traffic, but also 
for technology connections and other requirem ents.
T h e  changes that have affected the 
faculty, the program s, and the campus itself 
have been dram atic th roughou t the years that 
Tom  B rereton has served as head o f school.
N onetheless, these years have no t been 
characterized by chaos or tu rm oil; rather, they 
reflect the focus, com m itm ent, and energy o f 
their tim e and o f  those w h o  serve the school 
as trustees, adm inistrators, and teachers. T he 
reflection garden in  the space outside the 
upper school gallery, created by the Parents’ Association and the school 
and dedicated in 2000, is an apt summary o f  the state o f  M VS as 
approaches its fortie th  year. O pening  the N u tte r Science C en ter w ing 
in 1995 represented a dram atic and m uch-needed  cu lm ination o f  fund­
raising and planning new  space for sciences, com pu ter technology, and
The u p p er school building, 
with 1995 sign in front, as it 
appeared in winter, 1999.
A new ly-designed entrance 
to  the upper school 
com m ons was part o f the 
1994-5 addition.
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middle school use. T he addition o f  facilities to 
accom m odate physical education anci athletics, 
middle school classroom, and visual arts needs 
represent w hat has been called “ the final phase” 
o f building on the Denise D rive campus, 
although Tom Brereton believes that building a 
perform ing arts center and additional lower 
school classrooms will in fact represent the final 
addition on this site. Faculty and administrative 
faces have changed dramatically, and academic 
and athletic programs have undergone transfor­
mations that have brought them  to higher levels. 
After the frenetic pace o f  that decade, and the 
changes that had com e about, the garden may 
represent no t only a place o f  respite and reflec­
tion, but perhaps a statem ent about the ongoing 
im portance o f  taking tim e to  reflect— on the 
school’s past, as this volume has endeavored to  do, and on the brilliant 
future that lies ahead.
The Brereton family 
in the Adirondacks, 
2001: Tom and Amy 
with Emma and 
Charlie, Jake and 
Rebecca.
T his chap ter relies heavily o n  current school docum ents, including  letters, m em os, and m inutes, 
as w ell as w ritten  and oral contributions from Tom  B rereton , P eter C am m , T om  Elmer, and others.
1 .T he  m arketing plan was described in The Bulletin, ''M ark e t Plan Prom ises to  R eveal Best Kept 
Secret in  D ayton,” May, 1988, and in  “Pluses may be  negatives, M VS m arket study shows” an article in 
Phloem & Xylem  by N elson R eid , May, 1988.
2. R ush-K ensing ton , C ynthia, “MVS principal:‘B elief in  hum an  potential.’ ” Times publications, 
Septem ber 14, 1988.
3. Leach, Lauri, “Balance o f  curriculum  M VS aim*’ Times A ugust 30 ,1 9 7 8 .
4. “ M iam iValley awaits a d iam ond challenge,” Times, M arch  17 1989.
5. Gregory, Gary,“R am s fall short in hoops opener,” Times, N ovem ber 2 5 ,1987 .
6. Jasanowski,T ina, “ M iam i Valley boys falter in  tou rney  opener,” Times, Feb. 20 1988.
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The Tree's Past, 
Present and Future
W h en  a time capsule was buried  near the newest sidewalk at the 
front o f  the school in 2002, articles and docum ents that represented 
M VS life in some way were placed in the alum inum  box and sealed. 
From  a M cD onald s French fries container to copies o f  student publi­
cations— Phloem & Xylem,Aesthesia, and Successions— the items were 
m eant to convey a sense o f  the time, o f  school events, and o f  people. 
Projects prepared by lower school children to celebrate the nom ination 
o f  illustrious alumna Allison Janney for an Em m y award, a copy o f  the 
school directory, photos stored in zip-lock bags, and o ther m em orabilia 
jo in ed  the small collection.Those w ho  prepared and sealed the capsule 
were keenly aware o f  the paucity o f  these efforts, since the life o f  the 
school could never be truly captured in a small box and buried. The 
m em orial effort was made as a gesture o f  hope, connecting  w hat 
represented the past and present life o f  the school to  those w ho  are yet 
to  arrive and w ho will, it is hoped, dig up the box and marvel at the 
richness o f  school life in 2002.
As no ted  in the introduction, this volum e represents a retrospec­
tive o f  the years since the first group o f  p ioneer parents and educators 
forged the beginnings o f  w hat was to  becom e T h e  M iam i Valley 
School. B ut no reminiscence o f the past is entirely com plete w ithou t 
re tu rn ing  to the present and anticipating the future, as those w ho 
gathered around the backhoe on the front steps on Septem ber 23, 2002
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to  bury  the latest tim e capsule understood .T he school’s celebration o f  
its 40th anniversary in 2004 represents an opportun ity  for both  reflec­
tion  and anticipation. Perhaps this volum e will serve as a kind o f  time 
capsule to preserve w hat was valuable about the school for those w ho 
have been here, and rem ind  them  o f other, forgotten  events, people, 
and places that w ere im portan t to them  then, connecting  them  inexo-
On/y four headm asters have served  the 
school since its inception as The Miami 
Valley School— a mark of its stability and 
continuity. The four, pictured at the  
school's 30th anniversary in 1994, are
th rough  the school’s history. These (seated) Walter "Ted" Truslow' fstand,'"9)
Duncan W. Ailing, Thomas G. Brereton,
constitu te the schoo l’s mission, and R ob ert E . Fatherley, Jr.
regardless o f  the changes in language that the m ission statem ent itself 
has undergone in  40 years. Heading the list is the emphasis on aca­
dem ic excellence, m anifested in each headm aster’s determ ination  to 
provide the best teachers for students and to offer rigorous academic 
challenges w hile serv ing  the “whole child,” body, m ind, and spirit. This
rably to the school’s fu ture as well.
This volum e began w ith  a 
reference to the tree that repre­
sents the school, w ith  its 
characteristics o f  grow th  and 
stability. Certainly the fact that the 
school has had only four heads in 
its 40-year history bespeaks the 
stability. T he leadership o f  these 
four very different adm inistrators 
and that o f  the board  and its 
officers has provided stability and 
substance to the school through 
the storm s that have assaulted it 
and the expansion that has nour­
ished its growth.
An observation that was 
m ade in the in tro d u cto ry  remarks 
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com m itm ent, as noted, translates to  serious in ten t w ith respect to 
college preparation; an emphasis on  the arts, even w hen facilities have 
been  few and space limited; and a pledge to foster diversity and encour­
age appreciation for others. A nother value that the school has long 
m aintained is a cornerstone to that appreciation: the nurtu ring  environ­
m en t in w hich students can grow and flourish.
It may be that few can recite the mission statem ent that appears 
in  school com m unications such as the annual directory. B ut most can 
list the characteristics that have m eaning to them , and provide the very 
reason that they com e to the school and stay. An exam ination o f  the 
school’s history suggests that these values have changed very little.
A docum ent such as this history comes facilely to a final chapter, 
b u t the life o f  the school goes on for its students, teachers, administra­
tors, and parents. T he vision o f  that future, and leadership o f  the school 
in to  the new  century  rests w ith headmaster Tom B rereton and his 
administrative team, as well as w ith the board o f  trustees, now  led by its 
president Susan Katz. As this retrospective goes to  press, the school faces 
a new  opportunity  to focus on that vision. Its connection  to the long 
tradition o f  independent education in the nation and m ore specifically 
to the professional support o f  the Independent Schools Association o f 
the Central States (ISACS) is critical to that focus. T h e  2003 ISACS 
evaluation represents the fifth tim e in its history that the school has 
sought re-accreditation o f its program  and affirm ation o f  its direction 
from  the external professional body.
D uring  the fall o f  2004, a team  o f ISACS representatives will visit 
the school to help assess the ways in w hich MVS is translating its 
mission into every aspect o f  school life. A lengthy and comprehensive 
self-study process, led by college counselling d irector Sam Wagner, has 
preceded the campus visit w ith  its intensive exam ination o f  the school 
and its programs. As part o f the process, the m ission and philosophy 
statem ent itself was reviewed and refined, as a steering com m ittee
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garnered input from school constituencies and thoughtfully revised the 
language as appropriate. T he mission o f  the school has rem ained the 
same through its 40 years, though the language to express it has been 
revised w ith  each self study in the seven-year cycle o f  ISACS evalua­
tion and re-accreditation.
Each self-study subcom m ittee has agreed on several recom m en­
dations, or plans and priorities, to take the school into the future and to  
express a belief that every aspect o f  the school is subject to  im prove­
m ent. These reflect the careful thought that teacher, administrator, 
parent, and in some cases student m em bers o f  these com m ittees have 
given to  their individual areas.They also give a connection to the 
future, assuring that w hat now  characterizes the school will rem ain 
strong bu t will continue to benefit from evaluation and refinem ent.
W hile the report itself is lengthy, it is instructive to identify a few 
o f  the m ore than 150 recom m endations that are made by subcom m it­
tees. Every area o f  school life, from m arketing to language instruction, 
from facilities to relationships, is a part o f  this study, and each area has 
its own set o f  recom m endations for the future. Some o f  these recom ­
m endations will be translated in to  reality; others will be prioritized  and 
perhaps superceded by other needs. All represent a healthy look  at the 
future by a thorough exam ination o f  the present.
A m ong the self study recom m endations that will be shared w ith  
the ISACS visiting team  in 2004 are those that follow, included only to 
provide a taste o f  the process o f  planning for the future, n o t to offer 
promises o f  w hat is to come:
• update schools website to become an interactive recruitm ent tool;
• expand lower school library to serve growing enrollment needs;
• contact alumni and donors frequently, apart from solicitation 
contacts;
• build the endowment funds to assure support o f faculty 
and programs;
• implement planned giving programs;
196
OQ f  i  e r t u  a  r  cf
• invite neighborhood groups to use the facilities;
• create additional athletic facilities, including a running track;
• add m otor skills and art space to Early C hildhood Center;
• enhance interdisciplinary w riting  initiatives;
• include food choice items that are m ore healthy, in food service 
and vending machines;
• establish school-wide diversity initiatives;
• continue to build endow m ent funds for Im m ersion aid;
• create middle school m eeting area for Extended Day program;
• discuss and evaluate current teaching practices in physical 
education;
• allocate additional transportation resources;
• expand professional development, especially related to 
understanding learning differences.
These recommendations and others may becom e the next 
“branches” o f  the MVS tree, or they may be discarded as other plans 
evolve. They nonetheless represent a kind o f healthy pruning o f  programs 
and structures, examining each to see w here new  growth is possible and 
where parts can be eliminated or altered. Headm aster Tom Brereton sees 
change as an opportunity for improvement, and new  challenges certainly 
represent this opportunity.
In addition to committee recom m endations, a trove o f insights 
about the school and where it is headed lies in a summary o f the ISACS 
“Constituent Survey.” This questionnaire was administered in the fall o f 
2002 to parents and faculty. Responses are heartening. N inety percent o f  
parents and faculty say that they are likely to recom m end the school to 
others. T he overall “Quality o f Education” is rated positive by 90 percent 
o f  parents, and 98 percent o f faculty. O ne telling response lies in the list o f  
strengths o f  the school that current parents list:
• innovative education
• support o f  academics
• caring environm ent
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• value/character developm ent
• emphasis on grades and academics
• student feels well know n
To those w ho envisioned a school w ith m any o f  these qualities, 
from  the earliest years th rough  the challenges o f  grow th and change, 
this list could  not be m ore reassuring. T he  school continues to  carry 
ou t the mission w ith  w h ich  it has been entrusted, and that mission is 
apparently clear to the families w ho send their children to  T h e  M iami 
Valley School.
Trustees o f the school are “entrusted” w ith  its future; their 
p lanning  focuses on ways to  serve future generations o f  students while 
m eeting  the needs o f  cu rren t families. C om pletion  o f  the dramatic 
n ew  construction project w ill do both, offering enhanced  and ex­
panded instruction space for the class o f 2005 as well as for those w ho 
will follow  it for several generations.
T h e  four headm asters w ho  have served the school since its 
incarnation  as T he M iam i Valley School have overseen facilities expan­
sions and program  enhancem ents that have b rough t to the school to its 
present, healthy state. A great debt o f  gratitude is due to  these heads o f 
school, to the trustees w ith  w hom  they have w orked , and to  the 
p io n eer leadership o f  T h e  M arti School as well. Future heads o f  the 
school and trustees will con tinue  to carry out the m ission o f  the school 
and provide excellent educational opportunities for future generations, 
th e ir w ork  made easier by the dedication o f those w h o  have established 
the  firm  foundation u p o n  w hich  it will rest.
T hose w ho re tu rn  to  the campus for the anniversary celebra­
tio n — especially the earliest alum ni— will find a dram atically altered 
facility. C u rren t students w ill perhaps roll their eyes as alums stroll 
around  the campus recalling w hat used to be w here, or rem em bering 
events that happened w h e n  lockers were located in  the hallways rather 
than  in the com m ons. T h e re  will be a sense o f  loss at murals that have 
b een  painted over, trees th a t have been cut dow n, and  o f  course,
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classmates and teachers w ho are no longer here. B ut there will also be a 
spirit o f  rejoicing as the school continues to grow  and flourish.
Physical changes to campus represent the m ost visible improve­
m ents to the school. But far deeper are the continuous im provem ent o f 
program  and the day-to-day efforts to bring  the best practices to the 
classroom and to m eet the changing needs o f  students in a changing 
world. These deeper alterations reflect the school’s com m itm ent to its 
mission and the stability that that mission gives to the program. Inter­
preting the mission and translating it into the classroom are ongoing 
processes that may no t be visible to  the naked eye, bu t are inherent in 
the m aturation process.
Appropriately, the school com m unity has often planted trees to 
m ark significant events or mem orials.Trees were dedicated to students 
Andrew  Kaplan and David Saidel to m em orialize their lives after tragic 
deaths, planted for 20- and 30-year anniversary celebrations, and 
dedicated by Global Awareness Day participants— n ot to m ention the 
ad hoc plantings o f  seedlings by Phloem & Xylem  staff m em bers or other 
groups. T he tree seems to be a fundam ental representative o f the life o f 
the school. Even as MVS begins its fifth decade, no doubt a tree will be 
planted, perhaps in the newest areas o f  the campus development.
O u r two m etaphors— the tree and the buried  time capsule— find 
unity  o f expression in another tim e capsule, buried  in 1980 by students 
in  Annabelle C um m ings’ history class. Students selected several sites 
around the campus to bury their capsules. W hile m ost o f  these have 
been forgotten or destroyed in the intervening time, one, according to 
alumnus Chip Haklik, was placed under the tree in w hat was at that 
tim e the headm aster’s yard (now rental property) at 828 Selma Drive. It 
may still be there. T he tree, however, has grow n so steadily in those 
tw enty-plus years that it has obscured the site and m ade it impossible 
to  dig up the buried  record w ithout first destroying the tree.
T he image o f  this small box o f  m em orabilia dwarfed by the 
now -giant tree may provide a fitting conclusion to this volume. T he
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school has continued to grow and change, even as its past is framed 
firmly in the m em ories o f  its constituents. T hat past is certainly a part 
o f  the tree, underp inning  its roots in im portant ways, bu t the tree itself 
has survived and flourished by growing upward.
As the school alma m ater asserts, “ou r tree it will eternally 
survive.”
Alma M ater 
Music by music teacher Marla Butke 
Lyrics by Sarah Enterline (’98)
N ow  here we stand, the young, the old, forever.
W here freedom  and reason hold so true.
And the strength that binds us keeps us all together, 
and we will always stand for red and blue.
W hile tim e does pass and seasons change, 
our spirit stays the same.
And ou r tree it will eternally survive.
So M iam i Valley, we praise you and keep you in ou r hearts.
T he M iam i Valley dream will never die.
2 0 0
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M arti School enrollm ent in grades 
9-12,1961-62 an d  parents 
(provided by Erni Remick)
K enneth Aller (7)
K enneth W. Aller 
R ichard Aller (8)
K enneth W. Aller 
Linda Altheer (9)
S. R . A theer 
W illiam A rnold (7)
Rev. M orris F. Arnold 
A nne Brown (11)
John  S. Brow n 
Scott C hapm an (10)
R o b ert C hapm an 
David C hetde (8)
C m dr. S. C hettle 
B ruce Coffin (8)
Spencer Coffin 
W illiam Craw ford (12)
W m . E. Craw ford 
K enneth C raig (12)
R . R . Craig 
W illiam D arrow  (12)
H arm an C . D arrow  
Gregory D onese (7)
Samuel C . D onese 
Scott E cker (7)
R o b ert N . Ecker 
M arilyn G ardner (7)
Ames G ardner 
Barry G ibbons (7)
M ichael G ibbons, Jr.
R . Austin G ilbert, Jr.
R ichard  A. G ilbert 
Elizabeth G raham  (8)
Jo h n  Graham  
Susan H arries (9)
C m d r R . S. H arries 
Stewart Hawkins (0 
S. D. Hawkins 
Stanley H am m erm an (7)
Ben H am m erm an 
W illiam H elton , Jr. (12)
W illiam H elton  
M artin Holsinger (8)
M rs. Edith Holsinger 
James Hughes (8)
R o b ert H ughes 
John  H yde (9)
Sqdr. Leader O w en  Hyde 
George King (9)
Charles K ing 
R ichard K im m el (10)
R ichard  Kim m el 
W illiam K untz (8)
G eorge H ubler 
Kenton Lawwill (8)
K enton  Lawwill 
H arry Leland (12)
Harold Leland 
James M accabe (7)
Dr. Fred M accabe 
Gillian M ayle (7)
Sqdr. Ldr. P.R. Mayle 
John M artindale (7)
J .H . M artindale 
H .T. (Chip) M ead, Jr. (7)
H .T . M ead 
Ted M cB ride (12)
Edward M cB ride 
John M cB ride (8)
Edward M e Bride 
John  M eehan (10)
M rs. A nna M eehan 
Janet M orrison  (12)
Jan M orrison  
Barbara O tto  (9)
Edw ard Long 
Carol R ae  Parker (8)
Dr. David Parker
William Randall (9)
I )r. L B . R andall 
Marc R eisner (8)
Konrad Reisner 
John  (Erni) R em ick  Jr. (11)
John R em ick  
Shelley Kay Shephard (8)
Mrs. N ed Shephard 
Geoffrey Smith (11)
Fred C. Smith 
R oger Smith (8)
Fred C  Smith 
Hym an (Butch) Span (12)
M eyer Span 
R obert Starick (7)
H erbert Starrick 
H arry Sykes (10)
Alexander Sykes 
Greg T hurston  (10)
Larry T hurston  
James Walters (11)
J.N . Walters 
Daniel W ilson (10)
G.J. W ilson
W ithout exception, those who recount 
various stages in the history o f  the school 
remark on the dedication o f  trustees and  
the sacrifices they have made throughout 
the generations to establish and nurture  
an outstanding educational institution. 
M any o f  their names are listed here; 
unfortunately, in some cases, records are 
incomplete, so certain years are not 
included. Nonetheless, all who have 
served the school should indeed be 
recognized fo r  their contributions, and it 
is in that interest that these lists are 
included.
Names listed fo r  trustees and faculty  
members reflect the ways in  which these 
names were entered in directories.
Positions are often abbreviated.
T he  M arti S choo l 
B oard  o f  T rustees 1960
W. Walker Lewis, Jr, C hairm an
Mrs. R obert S. N evin, Business M anager
Charles S. Bridge
John J. C ote
Harm an C. D arrow
Mrs. Frederick D eCam p
Horace M. H uffm an, Jr.
T he Rev. H arold E. K ocher 
James E. Kuhns 
R . Stanley Laing 
Mrs. W. Walker Lewis, Jr.
Daniel J. Mahoney, Jr.
R obert S. Margolis 
James M cC onnaughey 
H .Talbott M ead 
Albert P. Parker 
R obert M. Pool 
Mrs. Frederick C oe Smith 
Dr. Thom as A. Weaver 
Mrs. Pierce W ood
T he  M iam i Valley S choo l 
B oard  o f  T rustees 1964
Nelson S. Mead, President
Mrs. Daniel J. M ahoney, Jr.,V. President
Charles S. Bridge, Secretary
Frederick C. Smith,Treasurer
Chester E. Finn
Richard H. Grant, III
Mrs. R obert D. Hughes, Jr.
Jervis S.Janney 
R . Stanley Laing 
Daniel J. Mahoney, Jr.
H .Talbott M ead
Mrs. N elson S. Mead 
Hadley E. Watts 
Dr. Sylvan Lee W einberg 
Mrs. Sylvan Lee W einberg 
Joseph A. Williams 
John D.Yeck
F acu lty  and  S taff 1964
Walter Truslow, Headmaster 
M artha R .A ltherr, Secretary 
Mrs. Barbara Collier, Prekindergerten 
Mrs. H enriette  Descours, French 
Mrs. Ellen Duell, Kindergarten 
Mrs. Elizabeth Friedman,
Prim ary Assistant 
Mrs. Susannah S. G ould, History 
Mrs. Betsy M. H ughes, English 
Jerry C . M illhon, M ath, Science 
Mrs. Janice S. M organ, History 
Mrs. G. Joann Poppleton, First Grade 
Mrs. Patricia H .T hurston , Fourth G rade 
M rs.Virginia C. Truslow, Art 
Mrs. Lois B. U nger, Second Grade 
M rs.W inifred E.M .W allbaum,
T h ird  Grade
B oard  o fT ru s te es  1967
Nelson S. Mead, President
Jervis S. Janney, Jr. V ice-President
Charles S. Bridge, Secretary
Frederick C. Smith, Treasurer
R ichard H . Grant, III, Ass’t Treasurer
W illiam Chait
M rs.Thom as C. C olt
H erbert M. Davison
Chester E. Finn
W illiam F. G orog
Mrs. W illiam H . Hobart, Jr.
Daniel J. M ahoney 
R obert E. M cC orm ick 
H .Talbott M ead 
Hadley E.Watts 
Dr. Sylvan L. W einberg 
Joseph A. Williams
Facu lty  and  S taff 1967
Walter Truslow, Headmaster 
Mrs. F rederick C . Smith,
D irector o f  Admissions 
Mrs. G ilbert Altherr, Secretary 
M rs.J.T. Patterson, Jr., Secretary 
Mrs.W. Crane, R eading 
Mrs. F. J. Cum m ings, Sixth Grade 
Mrs. John  Descours, French, Spanish 
Mrs. S. Joseph Duell, Kindergarten 
Mrs. Earl Friedm an, P.E., K indergarten 
Mrs. James G ould, History, English 
Mrs. H arry E. Hand, Biology, G en’l Sci. 
Mrs. W alter B. M cCluskey,Third Grade 
John J. Marks, P.E.
M arion T. M artin, Jr., English 
JohnT . Patterson,Jr., P.E.
Mrs. James Poppleton, First Grade 
B ernard Precker, M ath 
Jeffrey A. Schmitt, P.E.
W ilfred K. Schnier, Social Studies, P.E. 
Mrs. Larry Thurston, Fifth Grade 
Mrs. W alter Truslow, Art 
Mrs. G ilbert U nger, Second Grade 
Mrs. Hadley Watts, Latin, English 
Mrs. Jo h n  A. Zim m erm an, Fourth Grade
B oard  o fT ru s te es  1968
Jervis S. Janney, Jr., President 
Joseph S. Williams V ice-President 
Charles S. Bridge, Secretary 
R ichard F. Grant, 111, Treasurer 
J. Ramsay M cG regor , Ass’t Treasurer 
William Craig, Jr.
William H. C uthbertson 
H erbert M. Davison
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C hestor E. Finn 
W illiam F. G orog  
Daniel J. M ahoney 
John A. Margolis 
R o b ert E. J. Sanders 
H .T albott M ead 
N elson S. M ead 
Frederick C . Sm ith 
Hadley E.W atts 
Frank E. Z o rn ig e r
F acu lty  a n d  S ta ff  1968
W alter Truslow, Headmaster, M ath 7-8 
Jerry C . M illhon, Asst, to  Head,
M ath  8-9 
Mrs. G ilbert A ltherr, Secretary 
M rs.J.T . Patterson, Jr., Secretary 
R od n ey  B oren Jr., History, French, Span. 
Mrs. P.F. C rane, R ead in g  4-6 
Mrs. F. J. C um m ings, History 7-9 
Mrs. Jo h n  D escours, French, Spanish 
Mrs. Jerry  J. Felmley, Librarian 
Mrs. Earl Friedm an, P.E. K -3 
Mrs. H arry  E. H and, Biology, G en’l Sci. 
Mrs. A lexander Lind, English 6-8 
Mrs. W alter B. M cC luskey,Third Grade 
John J. M arks, P.E.
Mrs. Jam es Popple ton , First Grade 
M rs.Tong C h in  R h ee , Fourth Grade, 
Sci.
Mrs. Larry T h u rsto n , Fifth Grade
Mrs. W alter Truslow, Art
Mrs. G ilbert U nger, Second Grade
Mrs. H adley Watts, Latin
Mrs. Jam es W yan, P rim ary Assistant
M rs. R ose  A. Z im m erm an, PE.
B o ard  o f  T ru stees  1969
Jervis S. Janney, J r . , President 
Joseph S. W illiam s,Vice-President 
John  C . Lom bard, Secretary 
R ichard H . G rant, III, Treasurer 
J. Ram say M cG regor, Ass’t Treasurer 
W illiam  C raig 
W illiam C u thbertson  
C hester E. Finn 
William E. G orog 
Mrs. Alma W ard Jones 
R o b ert E . M acD onald 
Daniel J. M ahoney, Jr.
John  A. M argolis
H .T albott M ead 
N elson S. M ead 
R ichard  L. Preston 
Frederick C . Sm ith 
Frank E. Z o rn ig e r
F acu lty  a n d  S ta f f  1969
W alter Truslow, Headm aster, History 
Jerry  C . M illhon, Ass’t Head, M ath 
Mrs. G ilbert A ltherr, Secretary 
M rs.J.T. Patterson ,Jr., Secretary 
R odney  B oren, Jr,. History, English 
Mrs. P. F. C rane, R ead ing  
Mrs. EJ. C um m ings, History 
Mrs. Jo h n  D escours, French 
Mrs. Jerry  J. Felmley, Librarian 
Mrs. Earl Freidm an, P.E.
Miss Frances G oldberg, Second Grade 
Mrs. Jam es M . H ughes, English 
R ichard  C . Kleifgen, Sixth Grade, 
History
Mrs. Edw ard D. Krahling, Latin 
Mrs. R o b e r t  D. Lane, Kindergarten 
John  J. M arks, P.E.
M rs. W alter B. M cCluskey,Third Grade 
M rs. Jerry  C . M illhon , M ath 
M rs. Jam es Popple ton , First Grade 
M rs. Tong C h in  R h ee , Fourth Grade, 
Sci.
Mrs. Larry T h u rsto n , Fifth Grade
M rs. Walter Truslow, Art 
M rs.Thom as Stephenson, Music 
Mrs. G ilbert Unger, Second Grade 
Fred S. W hite, M ath, History 
W illiam  H. W ittm an, Science, M ath 
Mrs. James Wyan, Primary Assistant 
M rs. R ose Z im m erm an, P.E., M ath
B o ard  o f  Trustees 1970
Jervis S. Janney, Jr., President
Joseph S. W illiams,Vice-President
Jo h n  C . Lombard, Secretary
R ichard  H. Grant, 111, Treasurer
J. Ram say McGregor, Ass’t Treasurer
W illiam  Craig
W illiam  Cuthbertson
C hester E. Finn
M rs. Alma Ward Jones
R o b e rt Levenstein
R o b e rt E. M acDonald
Jo h n  A. Margolis
N elson S. Mead
W illiam  P. Patterson
R ichard  L. Preston
Burnell R . Roberts
M rs. Frederick C. Smith
F rank E. Zorniger
F acu lty  and  S taff 1970
W alter Truslow, Headmaster 
Jerry  C . M illhon, Ass’t Headmaster 
M rs. G ilbert Altherr, Secretary 
M rs. John  Rost, Secretary 
R o d n ey  Boren, Jr., H istory 
Terrence L. Butler, M ath, Science 
M rs. P.F. Crane, Fourth Grade; R eading  
M rs. F.J. Cummings, Dir. o f  C urriculum ;
C oord. 6-9; History C hair 
M rs. John  Descours, French; Spanish;
Foreign Language Chair 
M rs. R o b ert Eschbach, Bursar 
M rs. Jerry  J. Felmley, Librarian 
M rs. Earl Friedman, P.E.
M rs. John  Geiger, P.E.
Miss Frances Goldberg, Second Grade 
M rs. James M. Hughes, English C hair 
R ichard  C. Kleifgen, English, Science 
Douglas Gasper, M ath G rader 
M rs. Edward D. Krahling, Latin 
M rs. R o b ert D. Lane, K indergarten 
Jo h n  J. Marks, D irector o f  Athletics 
M rs. Jam ie M artin, French; Fifth Grade 
Jam ie M artin, English, H istory 
M rs. Walter M cCluskey,Third Grade 
M rs. Jerry  C. Millhon, M ath,
Sixth Grade 
M rs. James Poppleton, First Grade 
M rs.T ong C hin R hee, Sci.,
Fourth Grade 
M rs. Larry Thurston, C oord., Grades 4-5  
M rs. W alter Truslow, Fine Arts Chair 
M rs.T hom as Stephenson, Music 
M rs. G ilbert Unger, G uidance Director;
C oordinator Grades K-3 
W illiam  H .W ittm ann, Science C o-chair 
M rs. James Wyan, Teacher’s Aide 
Jam es B. Snow, Custodian, Bus Driver
B o a rd  o f  T rustees 1971
Joseph  A. Williams, President 
F rank  E. Zorniger,Jr.,V ice President 
R ic h ard  H . Grant, 111, Treasurer 
Jam es G. Stuart, J r . , Secretary 
J. R am say McGregor, Asst. Treasurer 
J. W illiam  Craig,Jr.
W illiam  H . Cuthbertson 
C h este r E. Finn 
Edw ard  F. Herrlinger 
R ic h ard  J. Jacob 
Jervis S. Janney, Jr.
Dr. Alma Ward Jones 
R obert Levenstein 
R obert E. M acD onald 
Daniel J. M ahoney, Jr.
John  J. M ahoney, Jr.
John A. Margolis 
Nelson S. M ead 
Mrs. Frederick C  Smith 
W illiam P. Patterson 
Burnell R . R oberts 
R abbi Joseph W eizenbaum
F acu lty  an d  S ta ff  1971 
A d m in is tra tiv e  a n d  s u p p o r t  s ta ff
Walter Truslow, H eadm aster 
Jerry C . M illhon, Asst. Headmaster, 
D irector o f  Admissions 
Mrs. F.J. C um m ings (Annabelle),
Director o f  C urricu lum  
Charles Sutton, D irecto r o f  Guidance 
Mrs. G ilbert U nger (Lois), G uidance 
Mrs. S. M . R ost (Shirley), Secretary 
Mrs. Alvin Eisenberg (Marilyn),
Secretary
Mrs. R o b e rt Fielder (Patricia), Secretary 
M rs.Jerry C . M illhon (Kitty Beth), 
Adm in. Asst.
Mrs. G erald M. A nderson (Edith), 
Librarian 
Mrs. R o b ert Eschbach (Pat),
Bookkeeper 
Mr. & M rs. Wallace O linger, Custodians
U .S . F acu lty , G ra d e s  7-10:
Mrs. F.J. Cum m ings, H istory Head 
Mrs. D avid D ietz (Kathleen), M ath 
Mrs. John  D escours (H enriette),
Language H ead, French, Spanish 
Mrs. S. S. G ould (Sue), English, History 
M acD onald S. Hawley, Biology, Sciences 
M rs.James M. H ughes (Betsy),
English H ead 
Miss Sharyn Jackson, P.E.
Mrs. Edward D. Krahling (Florence), 
English
Mrs. Jeffrey Alan M elnick (Robin), 
F rench
Jerry  C . M illhon, M ath Head 
J. Erni R em ick, M ath, Latin 
Joh n  R . Sipes, P.E. C oordinator 
K urt Sprengling, M ath 
M rs.Thom as Stephenson (Josephine), 
M usic 
Charles Sutton, H istory 
Mrs. W alter Truslow (Virginia),
Fine Arts H ead, A rt 
M rs. Charles Vaughn (N oel), English 
W illiam  H .W ittm ann , Science Head, 
Physics
L .S . F acu lty , G ra d e s  K -6:
Mrs. James R . A hart (M arion), Level K 
M rs. P. F. C rane (Phyllis), Level R  
M rs. Earl Friedm an (Beth), Body M gmt., 
Phys. Ed., C oordinator K-2 
M rs.John  G eiger (Rose), P.E.,
C oord . K -6 
Miss Frances G oldberg, Second Grade 
M rs. David Hall (Jane), Level D 
R ichard  C . Kleifgen, Levels G, H , and I 
Mrs. R o b t. D. Lane (Shirley),
Kindergarten, K-2 C oordinator 
M rs. W alter M cCluskey (Leila), Level A, 
3-6  C oordinator 
M rs.Jam es Poppleton (Joann),
First Grade, K -2 Coordinator 
M rs.T ong C hin  R h e e  (R obin), Level C  
M rs. W m . Rogers (Wanda), Lev. G, H , I 
M rs.W arren H. Smith (Ellen), Art 
M rs.T hom as Stephenson (Jo), Music
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Mrs. Larry T hurston  (Patricia), Level F, 
3-6 Coordinator 
Mrs. JSmes Wyan (Jean), K-2 Asst.
B oard  o fT ru s te e s  1972
Joseph A. Williams, President 
Frank E. Z orniger, Jr., Vice-President 
R ichard  H. Grant, III,Treasurer 
James G. Stuart, J r . , Secretary 
J. Ram say M cG regor, Asst. Treasurer 
J. W illiam Craig,Jr.
W illiam H . Cuthbertson 
C hester E. Finn 
Edward F. H errlinger 
R ichard  J. Jacob 
Dr. Alma Ward Jones 
R o b ert Levenstein 
R o b ert E. M acDonald 
Daniel J. Mahoney, Jr 
John  A. Margolis 
N elson S. M ead
M rs. N elson S. M ead (M others’Ass’n) 
Mrs. Frederick C. Smith 
B urnell R . R oberts
F acu lty  and  A dm in istra tion  
1972
A d m in is tra t iv e  an d  su p p o r t  stafF:
R o b ert E. Fatherley,Jr., Headmaster 
C . R ichard Bramlish, D irector o f  P.E. 
Annabelle H . Cummings,
Dir. o f  Studies, Chair, History 
N oe l W.Vaughn. Dir. o f  Adm, English 
Thom as R.W agner, Business Manager 
M arilyn Eisenberg, Secretary 
Patricia Eschbach, Bookkeeper 
Patricia Fielder, Secretary 
Shirlea M oore, Secretary to Headmaster 
C arl N ordenbrock, Driver 
Wallace O linger, Custodian 
F lorine O linger, Custodian 
Arlene W edebrook, Admissions Secretary 
F acu lty :
M arion D. Ahart, Fifth and sixth Grades 
Shittu D. Akimbiyi, Soccer instructor 
Edith F. Anderson, Librarian 
R o b ert E. Beall, P.E.
Barbara A. Cleary, English 
R o y  B. Davis, Art 
H enrietta  Descours, French 
Kathleen M. Dietz, Co-Chair, Math 
Elizabeth Friedman, P.E.
R ose  L. Geiger, P.E.
Frances Goldberg, Second Grade 
Susannah S. Gould, History 
M acD onald S. Hawley, Science 
C onrad  C. Hinds, Chair, Science 
Ada Hinds, Library Assistant 
Betsy M . Hughes, Chair, English 
Sharyn D. Jackson, P.E.
Florence Krahling, English 
Paul Lane, English 
Shirley A. Lane, Kindergarten 
Leila S. M cCluskey,Third Grade, 
R eading  
R o b in  M elnick, French 
G. Joann Poppleton, First Grade 
R o b ert B. R hee, Fourth Grade, Science 
W anda C . Rogers, Sixth Grade 
Gerald D. Salters, History 
Ellen Smith, Art 
K urt Sprengling, Co-chair, M ath 
Josephine Stephenson, Music 
R onald  S. Sternal, Sixth Grade 
Patricia H .T hurston , Fifth Grade 
Jeffrey J. Vaughn, Math 
Jean Wyan, Aide, Driver
B oard  o fT ru s te es  1973
Frank E. Zorniger, Jr., President 
Daniel J. Mahoney, Jr.,Vice President 
R ichard H. Grant, 111, Treasurer 
Joseph A. Williams , Secretary 
J. Ramsay M cGregor, Ass’t. Treasurer 
J. W illiam Craig,Jr.
Mrs. B ruce Evans (Margo)
Chester E. Finn 
Edwin J. G ordon 
Edward F. Herrlinger 
William H . H obart,Jr.
R ichard J. Jacob 
Jervis S.Janney,Jr.
Dr. Alma Ward Jones 
R obert Levenstein 
R obert E. MacDonald 
Mrs. Joseph M aloney (Nell)
Nelson S. M ead 
W illiam P. Patterson 
Mrs. Gayle Price (Rita)
Albert E. Staub 
R o b ert A. Stein
Mrs. Edwin J. Gordon (Cookie)
(M others’ Association)
Mrs. Frederick C. Smith (Pfeife)
Burnell R . R oberts
Faculty  and  StafF 1973
M arion D. Ahart, Fourth Grade 
C. R ichard Bramlish, D irector o f  P.E. 
Barbara A. Burger, Aide 
Annabelle Cumm ings, Chair,
Soc. Science 
R oy  B. Davis, Art 
H enriette Descours, French 
Kathleen M. Dietz, Chair, M ath 
Judith  E. Fasold, Math 
R obert E. Fatherley,Jr., H eadm aster 
Earl M. Friedm an, Science, M ath 
Elizabeth Friedman, Admissions, P.E. 
R ose L. Geiger, L.S. Principal 
Susannah S. G ould, Social Science 
Sheldon H. Gurney, Acting Chair,
Science 
John C. Harkins, English 
Franklin T. Henry, Science 
Ada M. Hinds, Librarian 
Betsy M. Hughes, Chair, English 
Kathleen Irwin, Kindergarten 
Florence Krahling, English 
M aribeth E. Lewis, Chair, Music 
Leila S. McCluskey, Third Grade 
R obin  M elnick, Chair, Languages 
Donald J. M ench, Math 
David T. O ’Dell, U.S. Principal 
Florine & Wallace Olinger, Custodians 
L.Tyrone Payne, Guidance 
F. Joann Poppleton, First Grade 
R oberta B. R hee, Second Grade, Science 
Wanda C. Rogers, Sixth Grade 
Ellen F. Smith, Art 
Lois Spetter, Spanish 
Patricia H .T hurston , Fifth Grade 
N oel W. Vaughn, Dir. o f  Adm., English 
Thom as R . Wagner, Business M anager 
Helen R . Wolff, Secretary to Headm aster 
Jean Wyan, Aide, Driver 
Carolyn D. Young, Secretary
B oard  o fT ru stees  1974
Frank E. Zorniger, Jr., President 
Richard H . Grant III,Vice President 
Joseph A. Williams, Secretary 
Edw in J. G ordon, Treasurer 
Dr. R ichard F. Bahr 
J.W illiam Craig,Jf.
Mrs. B ruce Evans (Margo)
Edward F. Herrlinger 
William H. Hobart, Jr.
R ichard J. Jacob
Jervis S.Janney.Jr.
Dr. Alma Ward Jones 
R o b ert E. M acDonald 
Mrs. Joseph M aloney (Nell)
Mrs. N elson S. M ead (Ruth)
Dr. Percy D. Mitchell 
Mrs. Gayle B. Price,Jr. (Rita)
Albert E. Staub 
R o b ert A. Stein 
R o b ert B .Womsley 
Mrs. Edw in J. G ordon (Cookie) 
(M others’ Association)
F acu lty  and  StafF 1974
R o b ert Fatherley, Headmaster
R ose Geiger, L.S. Principal
David O ’Dell, U.S. Principal
Tom  Wagner, Business Manager
N oel Vaughn, Admissions
Wallace & Florine Olinger, M aintenance
Jean W yan,Transportation
L .S . F acu lty :
M ike Parrish, Kindergarten 
Joann Poppleton, First Grade 
R o b in  R hee, Second Grade 
Leila M cCluskey,Third Grade 
Bill Glisson, Fourth Grade 
Wanda Rogers, Sixth Grade 
Sigrid Sacerdote, Sixth Grade 
Pat Thurston , Fifth Grade 
Ellen Smith, Art 
Pat O ver, P.E.
Anita Franklin, Science 
U .S . F acu lty :
Tom  Brereton, Social Science 
Annabelle Cummings, Social Science 
Susannah Gould, Social Science 
Sharyn Jackson, P.E.
John  Sacerdote, P.E.
Betsy Lewis, Music 
Judy Fasold, M ath 
M aria Ferraro, Math 
D on M ench, Math 
R o b in  M elnick, French 
D iane Gom er, Spanish 
Carolyn Young, Secretary 
H elen Wolff, Secretary 
Barbara Burger, Secretary 
Barbara Cleary, English 
Betsy Hughes, English 
Florence K rahling, English 
Sheldon Gurney, Science 
Jim  Zoldak, Science 
R o y  Davis, Art 
Ada D unn, Librarian 
Susan Massie, Librarian 
L. Tyrone Payne, Psychologist 
N ancy Moser, Bookkeeper
B o ard  o fT rustees  1975
R ichard  H . Grant III, President 
W illiam  H. Hobart,Jr.,V ice President 
R o b e rt B. Womsley, Secretary 
Edw in J. Gordon, Treasurer 
Dr. R ichard  F. Bahr 
Dr. Jo h n  E. Bloom 
J. W illiam  Craig,Jr.
M rs. B ruce Evans (Margo)
Edward F. Herrlinger 
Mrs. M ilton S. Isaacson (Joan)
Jervis S.Janney,Jr.
M rs. Joseph Maloney (Nell)
M rs. N elson S. Mead (Ruth)
Dr. Percy D. Mitchell 
Dr. D onald E. Overly 
John  M . Saada 
A lbert E. Staub 
R o b ert A. Stein 
R o b ert B .Womsley 
Mrs. R o b ert W. Plunkett (Florence) 
(M others’ Association)
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Faculty  and  S ta f f  1975
R obert Fatherley, H eadm aster 
Elizabeth S. Shaw, Ph.I), L.S. Principal 
David O ’Dell, U.S. Principal 
Thomas R.W agner, Business M anager 
Thomas G. Brereton, Social Science 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
Deborah A. Coughlin, Chair, Music 
Annabelle H. C um m ings, Chair,
Soc. Sci.
Roy B. Davis, Jr., Chair, Art
Debra A. Ewald, B ookkeeper, Secretary
Judith E. Fasold, M ath
Maria T. Ferraro, Chair, M ath
Anita G. Franklin, Science
William I. Glisson, Fourth G rade
Diane A. Gomer, Spanish
Susannah S. Gould, Social Science
Lucile A. Greiner, Secretary
Sheldon H . Gurney, Chair, Science
Betsy M . Hughes, Chair, English
Sharyn D. Jackson, P.E., H ealth
Florence Krahling, English
Susan P. Massie, Librarian
Leila S. McCluskey, T h ird  Grade,
R eading 
R obin  Melnick, Chair, Foreign 
Languages 
M ichael A. M urphy, Sixth G rade 
Wallace & Florine O linger, M aintenance 
Patricia E. Over, P.E.
Michael W. Parrish, K indergarten
L.Tyrone Payne, Ph.D, Psychologist
Joann Poppleton, First Grade
R obin  R hee, Second Grade
John R . Sacerdote, D irector o f  Athletics;
Chair, P.E.
Sigrid Sacerdote, R eading
Ellen F. Smith, Art
Patricia H .T hurston , Fifth G rade
Noel W. Vaughn, English
Thomas H . W ilson, M ath
Helen R . Wolff, Secretary to  Headm aster
Jean K.W yan,Transportation
Carolyn D.Young, Secretary
James J. Zoldak, Science
B oard o fT ru s te e s  1976
Richard H. Grant III, President
William H . Hobart, Jr., Vice President
R obert B. Womsley, Secretary
John M. Saada,Treasurer
Jack L. Ames
Dr. Richard F. Bahr
Dr. John E. Bloom
J. William Craig,Jr.
Ernest F. Dourlet 
Mrs. Bruce Evans 
Mrs. M ilton S. Isaacson 
Dr. Donald E. Overly 
Mrs.J. Gordon R udd  
Albert E. Staub 
Mrs. Frank E. Zorn iger
Faculty and  S ta ff  1976
Kathleen P. Anderson, Spanish 
Thomas G. Brereton, Social Science 
Dawn Clark, L.S. P.E., S ensorim otor 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D ., English 
Deborah A. C oughlin, Music C hair 
Annabelle H. C um m ings, Chair,
Soc. Sci.
R oy Davis, Art C hair
Debra Ewald, B ookkeeper/Secretary
Judith Fasold, Math
R obert Fatherley, H eadm aster
Maria Ferraro, M ath
Christina Francus, F ourth  & Fifth Grade 
Bill Glisson, Fourth G rade 
Susannah Gould, Social Science 
Sheldon Gurney, Science
D oug Harnish, Business M anager 
Betsy Hughes, English 
Joyce Inskeep, Bus Driver 
Sharyn Jackson, P.E.
Florence Krahling, English
Carolyn Ladd, Sixth Grade
Sharon Levy, L.S. Science
Dennis R . M anning, Bus Driver
Susan P. Massie, Librarian
Leila S. M cCluskey,Third Grade
Julia McKelvey, Secretary
R obin  Melnick, French; C hair, Language
Phyllis M etz, Bus Driver
Lillian M iddleton, Bus Driver
Jane Nelson, M edia Aide
David O ’Dell, U.S. Principal
Wallace & Florine O linger, M aintenance
M ike Parrish, Kindergarten
L.Tyrone Payne, Ph.D., Psychologist
Joann Poppleton, First Grade
R obin  R hee, Second Grade
V incent J. Rom eo, English C hair
John Sacerdote, P.E.
Sigrid Sacerdote, Sixth Grade
Elizabeth S. Shaw, Ph.D., L.S. Principal
Nancy Sauer, Bus Driver
Ellen F. Smith, Art
R obert Stall, Bus Driver
Linda Tate, Primary
Pat Thurston, Fifth Grade
Thomas H. Wilson, M ath
Anita R . Wojtowicz, Science
Carolyn Young, Secretry
H elen Wolff, Secretary
Jean Wyan, Transportation
Joseph H. Zaluski, Sixth Grade
B oard  o fT ru stees  1977
Richard H. Grant III, President
William H. H obart, Jr.,Vice President
Jacob A. Myers, Secretary
John M. Saada,Treasurer
Jack L. Ames
Dr. John E. Bloom
Ernest F. Dourlet
Mrs. Bruce Evans
Michael F. Feeney, Jr.
Mrs. M ilton S. Isaacson 
Barry Miller 
Dr. Donald E. Overly 
Mrs. Charles D. Ross 
Mrs.J. Gordon R udd 
Albert E. Staub 
Mrs. Frank E. Zorniger
Faculty and  StafF 1977
Carolyn Ach,Typing
Kathleen P. Anderson, Spanish
Thomas G. Brereton, Social Science
Anne C. Carr, Skills Specialist
Peter B. Chandler, D irector o f  Athletics
Pamela Chalip, Fifth Grade
Dawn Clark, L.S. P.E., Sensorim otor
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English
Bryan Czarnota, Science
Thomas N. Elmer, U.S. Principal
Debra Ewald, B ookkeeper/Secretary
R obert Fatherley, Headmaster
Maria T. Ferraro, Math
Christina Francus, Fourth & Fifth Grade
William I. Glisson, Fourth Grade
Kenneth J. Gottorff, Business M anager
Carolyn Hannah, L.S. Science
M ary Heuser, Science C hair
Betsy Hughes, English
Joyce Inskeep, Bus Driver
Sharyn Jackson, PE.
Florence Krahling, English 
Carolyn Ladd, Sixth Grade 
Terrie Lillevig, Music 
Dennis R . M anning, Bus D river
Leila S. McCluskey, Third Grade
Julia McKelvey, Secretary
Sally Meike, M edia Aide
R ob in  M elnick, French; Language Chair
Phyllis M etz, Bus Driver
Lillian M iddleton, Bus Driver
Jane Nelson, Librarian
William A. O ’Flanagan, L.S. Principal
Wallace & Florine O linger, M aintenance
Michael W. Parrish, Kindergarten
L.Tyrone Payne, Ph.D., Psychologist
James E. R eed , II, A rt Chair
R ob in  R hee, Second Grade
Vincent J. R om eo, English C hair
Jerry A. Sampson, Social Science
Sue Sauer, Bus D river
Ellen F. Smith, Art
Rjta L. Smith, Bus Driver (sub)
R obert Stall, Bus Driver
Linda Tate, P rim ary
John C .V andenBoom , M ath
Carolyn H .W eng, Social Science
Thom as H . W ilson, M ath
Carolyn Young, Adm. Coord.;Typing
Joseph H. Zaluski, Sixth Grade
B oard  o fT ru s te e s  1978
William H. H obart, Jr., President
Jacob A. Myers, Secretary
John M. Saada,Vice President,Treasurer
Jack L. Ames
Bruce P. Bedford
Mrs. Scott H. C appel (Toni)
Ernest F. D ourlet 
David E. Easterly 
Mrs. B ruce Evans (Margo)
Michael F. Feeney, Jr.
R ichard H. G rant III
Ralph E. Heyinan
Mrs. M ilton S. Isaacson (Joan)
Barry Miller
Mrs. Charles D. Ross (Lois)
Mrs.J. G ordon R u d d  (Jan)
Frederick C . Setzer.Jr.
William S.W eprin
Mrs. Frank E. Z orn iger (Nancy)
Faculty  and  StafF 1978
Kathleen P. Anderson, Spanish 
Thom as G. Brereton, Social Science 
Anne C. Carr, Skills Specialist 
Pam Chalip, Fifth Grade 
Dawn Clark, L.S. P.E.
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
Annabelle H. Cumm ings,
Dir. School Relations 
Bryan Czarnota, Science 
Pamela P. Elmer, Library Ass’t.
Thom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal 
R obert Fatherley, Headmaster 
Kenneth J. Gottorff, Business M anager 
W illiam A. O ’Flanagan, L.S. Principal 
Debra Ewald, Administrative Ass’t.
Julie M . Fatherley, Library Ass’t.
Maria T. Ferraro, M ath 
Christina Francus, Fourth Grade 
W illiam I. Glisson, Fifth Grade 
Margaret E. Green, Secretary 
Carolyn H annah, L.S. Science 
Debra H enderson, Fourth Grade 
M ary Heuser, Science C hair 
Lori Holycross, First Grade 
Betsy Hughes, English 
Frances E. Inbody, Social Science 
Sharyn D. Jackson, P.E.
Bruce A! Jones, Health, P.E.; Athletic Dir.
Janet Jones, Spanish
Marie Knight, School Nurse
Florence Krahling, English
Terrie Lillevig, Music
Trudi Luke, Library Ass’t.
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Dennis R . M anning,Trans. Coordinator
Leila S. M cCluskey,Third Grade
Julia McKelvey, Secretary
R obin  M elnick, French; Language Chair
Lillian M iddleton, Bus Driver
C . David Myers, Photography
Jane D. Nelson, Librarian
Wallace & Florine Olinger, M aintenance
M ichael W. Parrish, K indergarten
L.Tyrone Payne, Ph.D., Psychologist
Carol Peaso, Psychologist
R oberta B. R hee, Second Grade
Susanna R odgers, Bus D river
V incent J. R om eo, English Chair
C ynthia A. R ow den, Kindergarten
Jerry A. Sampson, Social Science
Ellen F. Smith, Art
R o b ert Stall, Bus Driver
Bettye Stephens, First Grade
John C .V andenBoom , M ath
Linda P. Walczak, Art
M ichael A. Williams, M ath
Louann W ilson, Sixth Grade
Thom as H .W ilson, M ath
Carolyn Young, Adm. Coord.;Typing
Joseph H. Zaluski, Sixth Grade
B oard  o fT ru s te e s  1979
W illiam H. H obart, Jr., President
Jacob A. Myers,Vice President,Treasurer
Bruce P Bedford, Secretary
Thom as H. Blalock
Mrs. Toni Cappel
David E. Easterly
M ichael F. Feeney, Jr.
Ralph E. Heyman 
Mrs. Joan Isaacson 
R oberta A. Kerr 
Mrs. Gail R . Levin 
Barry Miller 
Alan L. Rosenberg 
Mrs. Lois Ross 
Mrs. Jan R udd 
John M . Saada 
Frederick C. Setzer, Jr.
W illiam S.W eprin
F acu lty  and  S ta ff  1979
D uncan W. Ailing, Headmaster 
Thom as G. Brereton, Chair, Social 
Science; College C ounselor 
A nne C . Carr, Skills Specialist 
Pam Chalip, Fifth Grade 
D aw n Clark, L.S. P.E.
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
A nnabelle H. Cum m ings, D irector o f  
School Relations 
Bryan C zarnota, Science 
D ebra A. DeVorak, Administrative Ass’t. 
T hom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal 
M aria T. Ferraro, M ath 
C hristina Francus, Fourth Grade 
W illiam  f. Glisson, Fifth Grade 
K enneth J. Gottorff, Business M anager 
M argaret E. G reen, Secretary 
Carolyn H annah, L.S. Science 
D ebra H enderson, Fourth Grade 
M ary Heuser, Science C hair 
Lori Holycross, First Grade 
Betsy M. Hughes, English 
Frances E. Inbody, Social Science 
Sharyn D. Jackson, Chair, P.E., Girls’ 
Athletic D irector 
B ruce A. Jones, Health, P.E.; Athletic Dir. 
Janet Jones, Spanish 
M arie Knight, School Nurse 
Florence Krahling, English 
Terrie Lillevig, Music 
T rudi Luke, Library Ass’t.
D ennis R . M anning, Transportation 
C oordinator
Leila S. McCluskey, T hird  Grade
Julia McKelvey, Secretary
R obin  M elnick, French; Language C hair
Lillian M iddleton, Bus Driver
C. David Myers, Photography
Jane D. Nelson, Librarian
Wallace & F lorine O linger, M aintenance
Carol Peaso, Psychologist
R oberta B. R hee , Second Grade
Karen R in n , Skills Specialist
Susanna Rodgers, Bus Driver
Vincent J. R om eo, English Chair
C ynthia A. R ow den, K indergarten
Jerry A. Sampson, Social Science
Ellen F. Smith, Art
R obert Stall, Bus Driver
John C.VandenBoom , M ath
Linda P. Walczak, Art
Michael Williams, M ath
Lou A nn W ilson, Sixth Grade
T hom as H. W ilson, M ath
Carolyn Young, Adm. C o o rd .; Typing
Joseph J. Zaluski, L.S. Principal
B oard  o fT ru s te e s  1980
Jacob A. Myers, President
Mrs. J. G ordon R u d d  , V ice-President
R alph E. H eym an, Secretary
Bruce P. Bedford, Treasurer
Thom as H. Blalock
Mrs. Scott H . Cappel
Mrs. William J. D ieruf
Mrs. R ichard H . Grant III
William H . H obart,Jr.
Mrs. M ilton S. Isaacson
R obert A. K err
Julian G. Lange
Gerald M oore
Mrs. Diana M cConnaughey
R o b ert C. Palmer
David F. Peck
Walter H. R ice
Allan L. Rosenberg
Mrs. Charles D. Ross
Frederick C. Setzer,Jr.
William S.W eprin
F aculty  an d  S ta ff  1980
D uncan W. Ailing, Head
Thom as G. Brereton, Dir. Admissions;
Chair, Social Science 
Annabelle H. Cumm ings,
D irector o f  School Relations 
Thom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal,
College C ounselor 
Dorothy (Karyl) Bright, E nrichm ent 
Dawn Clark, L.S. P.E.
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
Bryan M. C zarnota, Science 
Pamela B. Elmer, L.S. Librarian 
M aria Ferraro, Dean Soph., Chair, M ath 
Thom as J. Finke, Photography 
W illiam E. Fox, L.S. Science 
Judy Fujawa, Pre-K  
W illiam I. Glisson, Fifth Grade 
K enneth J. Gottorff, Business M gr. 
Margaret E. G reen, Sec’y  to  Head 
D ebra H enderson, Fourth Grade 
M ary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Lori Holycross, First Grade 
Betsy M. H ughes, English 
Frances E. Inbody, Social Science 
Sharyn D. Jackson, D irector o f  Athletics;
Health & P.E.
Bruce A. Jones, Health & P.E.; Science
Janet Jones, Spanish
Diane R . Kirby , L S. Skills Specialist
Deborah Knapke, Speech Therapist
Florence Krahling, English
Alycia L. Lash, Adm. Ass’t to  Bus. M gr.
Terrie E. Lillevig, Music, K -6
M ichael Lolli, Sixth Grade 
T rudi Luke, M edia Aide 
D ennis M anning, Trans. Coordinator 
Lelia S. McCluskey, Third Grade;
C ertified R eading Specialist 
Julia McKelvey, L.S. Secretary 
Sally A. Meike, Librarian 
R o b in  M elnick, French 
Linda M iddleton, Bus Driver 
Paul L. M urachanian, U.S. Music 
F lorine & Wallace Olinger, Custodians 
Carol Peaso, School Psychologist 
R o b erta  B. R hee, Second Grade 
Karen L. R inn , U.S. Skills Specialist 
Susanna M. Rogers, Bus Driver 
V incent J. R om eo, Jr., Dean o f  Junior 
Class; English Chair 
C ynth ia J. R ow den, Kindergarten 
Jerry A. Sampson, C oordinator o f  7 /8  
Program; Social Sciences 
Heidi A. Senetra, Fifth Grade 
Ellen F. Smith, L.S. Art 
R ose M . Spivey, Substitute Bus Driver 
R o b ert G. Stall, Bus Driver 
M ary D.Taggert, Librarian 
John  C .V andenBoom , M ath 
Linda P. Walczak, U.S. Art 
M ichael A. Williams, School Psychologist 
Lou A nn W ilson, Sixth Grade 
T hom as H . W ilson, Math 
C arolyn D.Young, Registrar,
C oordinator o f  Alumni Activities; 
Assistant to  U.S. Principal;Typing 
M arna Young (Mrs. David J.), Pre-K 
Joseph J. Zaluski (Sally), L.S. Principal
B o ard  o fT ru stees  1981
Jacob A. Myers, President 
Jan R u d d  (Mrs.J. Gordon),
V ice President 
R alph E. Heyman, Secretary 
B ruce P. Bedford,Treasurer 
T hom as H . Blalock 
Toni C appel (Mrs. Scott H.)
G inny D ieru f (Mrs. William J.)
M imi G rant (Mrs. Richard H. Ill)
D onald L. H uber
Joan Isaacson (Mrs. M ilton S.)
Julian G. Lange 
Diana M cConnaughey 
Gerald M oore 
Bobbi Myers 
D avid F. Peck 
W alter H . R ice 
Alan L. R osenberg 
Lois Ross
Frederick C . Setzer,Jr.
W illiam  S.W eprin
F acu lty  and  S taff 1981
D uncan W. Ailing, Headmaster 
M ichael Baldridge, P.E. & Health 
Linda E. Becher, L.S. P.E.
Thom as G. B rereton, Dir. o f  Admissions;
Chair, Social Sciences 
Karyl Bright, E .C ., Enrichment 
India J. C ain (Mrs. Douglas), 7 /8  Music 
Barbara A. Cleary, P h .D ., English 
Annabelle H. Cummings, Director o f  
School Relations 
Bryan M . Czarnota, Science 
K atherine J. Davis, Fourth Grade 
M aria D onat, Spanish 
Pamela B. Elm er , Librarian 
Thom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal,
C ollege Counselor 
N ancy Etter, L.S. Music 
M aria T. Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, Math 
T hom as Finke, Photography 
W illiam  E. Fox, L.S. Science
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Judy Fujawa, Early Childhood 
W illiam 1. Glisson, Fifth Grade 
M argaret E. G reen  , Sec’y to the Head 
and to  Dir. o f  School Relations 
Julie G rim m , Bus D river 
M ary H euser, Chair, Science 
L ori H olycross, First Grade 
Betsy M . H ughes, English 
Frances E. Inbody, M ath 
Sharyn D. Jackson, Director o f  Athletics;
H ealth  & P.E.
W illiam  E. Johnson, Business M anager 
B ruce Jones, H ealth  & P.E., Science 
Janet Jones, Spanish 
June  Kisch, F ourth  Grade 
D eborah  K napke, Speech Therapist 
Florence Krahling, Chair, Foreign 
Lang., English, Latin, Speech 
D avid M . L aR ue, Custodian, Bus D river 
Alycia L. Lash, Administrative Assistant 
M ichael Lolli, Sixth Grade 
Trudi Luke, M edia Aide 
D ennis M anning,Trans. C oordinator 
R o b in  M eln ick , French 
Jo h n  A. M eynardie, Social Science 
Linda M iddle ton , Bus Driver 
Jo h n  M . M cC aslin  III, Social Science 
Leila S. M cCluskey, Third Grade;
C ertified  R eading  Specialist 
Julia McKelvey, Sec’y to  L.S. Principal 
and D irecto r o f  Admissions 
C laude J. M ukeiji, French 
F lorine & Wallace Olinger, Custodians 
C arol Peaso, School Psychologist 
R o b erta  B. R h ee , Second Grade 
K aren L. R in n , English; U.S. Skills 
V incent J. R o m e o , J r . , Dean o f  Junior 
Class; Chair, English 
C ynth ia J. R o w d en , Early Childhood 
Jerry  A. Sam pson, Coord, o f M.S.
Program ; Social Science 
B rian Scott, Bus Driver 
H eidi A. Senetra, Fifth Grade 
Ellen F. Sm ith , L.S. Art 
M ary D .Taggert, Librarian; Ass’t to 
D irec to r o f  School Relations 
Linda P. W alczak, U.S.Art 
A nne W. W illiams, M ath 
M ichael A. W illiams, Ed.D., Psychologist 
Louisa A nn W ilson, Sixth Grade 
Carolyn D.Young, Sec’y to U.S. Prin.;
U.S. R egistrar; Typing 
Joseph J. Zaluski, L.S. Principal
B o ard  o fT ru s te e s  1982
Jan R u d d , President
Alan L. R osenberg,V ice-President
Toni C appel
B ruce P. Bedford,Treasurer 
W illiam  L. Borchers 
D avid K. B urnap  
G inny D ie ru f  
M im i G rant 
R alp h  E. H eym an 
Julia H o b art 
M ickey Jenks 
Julian G. Lange 
R ichard  Lewis Jr.
Jacob A. M yers 
D avid F. Peck 
Lois Ross
Frederick C . Setzer,Jr.
W illiam  P. Sm ith 
M acey Taylor 
Johnathan  G.Verity 
W illiam  S .W eprin
F acu lty  a n d  S ta ff  1982
D uncan W. Ailing, Headmaster 
M ary  R ose  Back,Teacher Aide; M edia 
M ichael Baldridge, P.E. & Health
Linda E. Becher, L.S. P.E.
T hom as G. Brereton, Dir. o f  Admissions;
Chair, Social Sciences 
Karyl Bright, E.C., Enrichm ent 
India J. Cain (Mrs. Douglas), 7 /8  Music 
Barbara A. Cleary, P h .D ., English 
Annabelle H. Cumm ings, D irector o f  
School Relations 
Bryan M. Czarnota, Science 
K atherine J. Davis, Fourth Grade 
M aria Donat, Spanish 
Pamela B. Elmer , Librarian 
T hom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal,
College Counselor 
N ancy Etter, L.S. Music 
M aria T. Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophom ore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
W illiam E. Fox, L.S. Science 
Judy  Fujawa, Early C hildhood 
W illiam  I. Glisson, Fifth Grade 
M argaret E. Green , Sec’y to  the H ead 
and to Dir. o f  School Relations 
Ju lie  Grim m , Bus D river 
R ita  Heckmann,Teacher Aide 
Mary’ Heuser, Chair, Science 
L ori Holycross, First Grade 
R u th  A. Hopkins,Teacher Aide 
Betsy M. Hughes, English 
Frances E. Inbody, M ath 
Sharyn D. Jackson, D irector o f  Athletics;
Health & P.E.
W illiam  E.Johnson, Business M anager 
D eborah  Knapke, Speech therapist 
Florence Krahling, Chair, Foreign 
Lang., English, Latin, Speech 
D avid M. LaRue, Custodian, Bus D river 
Alycia L. Lash, Administrative Assistant 
M ichael Lolli, Sixth Grade 
Kay Lowe, Nurse 
Jean Lyons, Aide
D ennis Manning,Trans. C oordinator 
R o b in  Melnick, French 
Jo h n  A. Meynardie, Social Science 
Linda Middleton, Bus Driver 
Jo h n  M. McCaslin III, N in th  Grade 
Advisor; Social Science 
Leila S. M cCluskey,Third Grade;
Certified Reading Specialist 
Julia McKelvey, Sec’y to  L.S. Principal 
and Director o f Admissions 
F lorine & Wallace Olinger, Custodians 
C aro l Peaso, School Psychologist 
R o b erta  B. Rhee, Second Grade 
K aren L. R inn , English; U.S. Skills 
V incent J. Rom eo, J r . , Dean o f  Junior 
Class; Chair, English 
C yn th ia  J. Row den, Early C hildhood 
Je r ry  A. Sampson, C oord, o f  M.S.
Program; Social Science 
H e id i A. Senetra, Fifth Grade 
Ellen F. Smith, L.S. Art 
Jam es Snyder, Science 
R ebecca L. Stratman, M ath; Physics 
M ary  D.Taggert, Librarian; Ass’t to 
Director o f  School Relations 
L inda P. Walczak, U.S.Art 
A n n e W. Williams, M ath 
Louisa Ann Wilson, Sixth Grade 
C aro lyn  D.Young, Sec’y to  U.S. Prin.;
U.S. Registrar; Typing 
Joseph  J. Zaluski, L.S. Principal
B o a rd  o fT rustees 1983
Jan  R u d d  President 
D avid F. Peck,Vice-President 
Ju lia  Hobart, Secretary 
B ru ce  P. Bedford,Treasurer 
W illiam  L. Borchers 
D avid K. Burnap 
A nnabelle H. Cummings 
G inny  D ieruf
R onald E. D urbin 
James J. G ilvary 
M imi G rant 
Ralph E. Heym an 
Julian G. Lange 
R ichard Lewis Jr.
Sherry M cK enney 
David L. Powell, D.D.S.
Alan L. R osenberg  
Macey Taylor 
W illiam S.W eprin 
James M .W oodhull II
F acu lty  an d  S ta ff  1983
D uncan W. Ailing, Headm aster 
M ichael Baldridge, P.E. & Health 
Linda E. Becher, L.S. P.E.
Thom as G. Brereton, Dir. o f  Admissions;
C hair, Social Sciences 
Karyl B right, E .C ., Enrichm ent 
Sarah E. B urnap,Teacher Aide 
Peter H . C am m , French 
Jill Chappuis,Teacher Aide 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D. English 
Bryan M . C zarnota, Science 
K atherine J. Davis, F ourth  Grade 
L. Steven D em aree, Social Science Chair 
M ichael J. D ixon, M ath 
M aria D onat, Spanish 
Pamela B. Elm er, Librarian 
T hom as N . Elm er, U.S. Principal,
C ollege C ounselor 
N ancy E tter, L.S. M usic 
M aria Ferraro, D ean  Soph.; Chair, Math 
W illiam E. Fox, L.S. Science 
Judy Fujawa, Early C hildhood 
Cecelia G erem ski,Teacher Aide 
W illiam I. Glisson, Fifth Grade 
M argaret E. G reen, Sec’y to  the Head 
& to  D irecto r o f  School Relations 
Julie G rim m , Bus D river 
R ita  H eckm ann,T eacher Aide 
M ary H euser, Chair, Science 
Ellen H obart, Teacher Aide 
Lori Holycross, First Grade 
R u th  A. H opkins,Teacher Aide 
Betsy M . H ughes, English 
Frances E. Inbody, M ath 
Sharyn D. Jackson, D irector o f  Athletics;
Health  &c P.E.
W illiam  E. Johnson, Business Manager 
D eborah K napke, Speech Therapist 
F lorence Krahling, Chair, Foreign
Language, English, Latin, Speech 
David M . L aR ue, C ustodian, Bus Driver 
Alycia L. Lash, A dm . Assistant 
M ichael Lolli, S ixth Grade 
Kay Lowe, N urse
D ennis M anning,Trans. C oordinator 
John  M. M cCaslin III, N in th  Grade 
Advisor; Social Science 
Leila S. M cCluskey, T h ird  Grade;
C ertified  R ead in g  Specialist 
Julia McKelvey, Sec’y  to  L.S. Principal 
Linda M iddle ton , Bus Driver 
R ichard  M iletic, Instrum ental Music 
F lorine & Wallace O linger, Custodians 
H arold O linger, Bus D river 
Carol Peaso, School Psychologist 
R oberta  B. R h ee , Second Grade 
Karen L. R in n , English; U.S. Skills 
Linda D. R odeghiero , Music 
V incent J. R o m e o , Jr., D ean o fju n io r 
Class; Chair, English .
Julia R o th , English; Life Science 
C ynthia J. R o w d en , Early Childhood 
Jerry  A. Sam pson, C oord , o f  M.S.
Program ; Social Science 
H eidi A. Senetra, Fifth Grade 
Ellen F. Sm ith, L.S. A rt 
R ebecca L. Stratm an, M ath; Physics
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M ary D .T aggert, Librarian; Assistant to 
D irector o f  School Relations 
Linda P. Walczak, U.S. Art 
A nne W. Williams, Math 
Louisa Ann W ilson, Sixth Grade 
Carolyn D.Young, Ass’t to the D irector 
o f  Admissions and Developm ent 
M arcia Young, Public Relations Assistant 
Joseph J. Zaluski, L.S. Principal
B oard  o f  Trustees 1984
David F. Peck, President 
Jonathan G. Verity, Vice-President 
Julia H obart, Secretary'
B ruce P. Bedford, Treasurer 
Jan E. Bernie, M.D.
W illiam L. Borchers 
D avid K. Burnap 
R o b ert F. Chelle 
Annabelle H . Cummings 
G innv D ieru f 
N ancy D uke 
R onald  E. D urbin 
James J. Gilvary 
R alph  E. Heyman 
D onald L. H uber 
Julian G. Lange 
R ichard Lewis Jr.
David L. Powell, D.D.S.
Alan L. Rosenberg 
M acey Taylor 
W illiam  S. W eprin 
James M .W oodhull II
F acu lty  and  S taff 1984
D uncan W. Ailing, Headmaster 
K enneth G. Ashjian, P.E. & Health 
David J. Baxendale, M ath; Science;
C om puter Literacy 
Gayle J. B lumberg, L.S. P.E.
Thom as G. Brereton, D irector o f  
Admissions and Developm ent 
Karyl Bright, E.C., Enrichm ent 
Sarah E. Burnap, Early Childhood 
Peter H. C am m , French 
Jill Chappuis, First Grade 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
C herie  Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M. Czarnota, Science; M ath 
K atherine J. Davis, Fourth Grade 
L. Stephen Demaree, Ph.D., Chair,
Social Sciences 
M ichael J. D ixon, Math 
M aria D onat, Spanish 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Sixth Grade 
Pamela B. Elmer, Librarian 
Thom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal, 
College Counselor 
N ancy Etter, L.S. Music 
M aria T. Ferraro, Dean o f  Soph. Class;
Chair, M ath 
B eth J. Fowler, M.S. Music 
C arol Fox, Psychologist 
W illiam  E. Fox, L.S. Science 
Judy Fujawa, Early C hildhood 
Cecelia Geremski, Teacher Aide 
W illiam I. Glisson , Fifth Grade 
M argaret E. Green, Sec’y to  the Head 
R ita  H eckm ann, Sec’y to  U.S. Principal;
Receptionist; Typing 
M ary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Betsy M. Hughes, English 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, Sixth Grade 
Frances E. Inbody, M ath 
Sharyn D. Jackson, Director o f  Athletics;
Chair, Health and P.E.
W illiam  E. Johnson, Business M anager 
Julie E. Jolson, English; Life Science 
Ellen M. Kay, French, Spanish 
D eborah Knapke, Speech Therapist
Florence Krahling, Chair, Foreign Lang.;
English, Latin, Speech 
Linda P. Kretzler, U.S. Art 
David M. LaRue, M aintenance,
Bus Driver 
Alycia L. Lash, Adm. Ass’t to  the 
Bus. Mgr.
Dennis M anning, Trans. Coordinator 
John  M. M cCaslin III, Social Science 
Leila S. M cCluskey,Third Grade;
Certified R eading Specialist 
Julia McKelvey, Sec’y to  the L.S. Prin. 
Lillian D. M iddleton, Bus Driver 
Florine & Wallace O linger, Custodians 
M ary S. Proug, First Grade 
R oberta B. R hee , Second Grade 
Karen L. R inn , English; U.S. Skills 
Judie R oberts, Early C hildhood 
Vincent J. R om eo, Jr., D ean  o f  Junior 
Class; Chair, English 
Jerry A. Sampson, Dean o f  M.S.;
Social Science 
Paul W. Schreiber, Physics 
Heidi A. Senetra, Fifth Grade 
Ellen F. Smith, L.S. Art 
Carolyn D.Young, Ass’t to  the Dir. o f  
Admissions and Developm ent 
Marcia (Marna) Young, P.R. Assistant 
Joseph J. Zaluski, L.S. Principal
B oard  o f  T rustees 1985
David F. Peck, President
Jonathan G.Verity, Vice President
Julia H obart, Secretary
B ruce P. Bedford,Treasurer
Jan E. Bernie
William L. Borchers
R o b ert F. Chelle
Annabelle H. C um m ings
Ginny D ieruf
R onald  E. D urbin
James J. Gilvary
R alph E. Heyman
D onald 1. H uber
Julian G. Lange
Richard A. Lewis, Jr.
Sherry MacDonald 
Sherry M cK enney 
David L. Powell 
William S. W eprin 
R obert R .W ieland  
Alexander J. Williams 
James M .W oodhull II
Faculty  an d  S taff 1985
Duncan W. Ailing, Headmaster 
K enneth G. Ashjian, P.E. and Health 
M ary Rose Back, State Fund C lerk 
Ann R . Baldwin, C ounselor 
Gayle J. Blumberg, L.S. P.E.
Thom as G. Brereton, D irector o f  
Admissions and D evelopm ent 
Karyl Bright, E .C .; Enrichm ent 
Sarah E. Burnap, Fourth Grade 
Peter H . Cam m , French 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
M ary C. Connolly, N urse 
C herie Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M. C zarnota, Science; M ath 
L. Steven Demaree, Ph.D., Chair,
Social Science 
M aria Donat, Spanish 
C heryl V. Dop, Early C hildhood 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Sixth Grade 
Pamela E. Elmer, Librarian 
Thom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal;
College C ounselor 
Nancy E. Etter, Music 
Paul Fenwick, Music 
M aria Ferraro, D ean o f  Sophom ore 
Class; C hair, M ath
Polly S. Fields, English; Social Science 
Carol Fox, School Psychologist 
W illiam E. Fox, Science 
Alexander N. Georoff, Science; Math;
C om puter Education 
Cecilia Geremski, Teacher Aide 
W illiam I. Glisson, Fifth Grade 
M argaret E. Green, Secretary to the
Headmaster 
Susan A. Harris, M ath 
N ancy Hass, Skills Specialist 
R ita  H eckm ann, Sec’y to  U.S. Principal;
Receptionist; Word Processing 
Joris J. Heise, M ath; C om puter Education 
M ary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Betsy M. Hughes, English 
B ruce E. Huntsbarger, Sixth Grade 
Frances E. Inbody, Math; Social Science 
Sharyn D. Jackson, D irector o f  Athletics;
Chair, Health & P.E.
W illiam  E. Johnson, Business Manager 
Julie E. Jolson, English; Life Science 
Lucy Jones, Bus Driver 
Ellen M . Kay, Lang. Dev; French; Span. 
D eborah A. Knapke, Speech Therapist 
Florence Krahling, Chair, Foreign Lang.;
English; Latin; Speech 
Linda P. Kretzler, Art 
Susan W. Lambert, First Grade 
D avid M. LaRue, Maint.; Bus Driver 
Alycia L. Lash, Adm Ass’t to  Bus. Mgr. 
Jennifer D. Lybeer, Fifth Grade 
D ennis R . M anning,Trans. Coordinator 
Leila S. M cCluskey,Third Grade;
Certified R eading Specialist 
Julia McKelvey, Sec’y to  L.S. Principal 
Lillian D. M iddleton, Bus Driver 
F lorine & Wallace Olinger, Custodians 
A.J. R eeder, Bus Driver 
R oberta  B. R hee, Second Grade 
Karen L. R inn , English; Skills Specialist 
Judie R oberts, Early Childhood 
V incent J. R om eo, Dean o f  Junior Class;
Chair, English 
D iane K. Sadow, Early C hildhood 
Jerry  A. Sampson, Dean o f  M.S.
Program; Social Science 
Paul W. Schreiber, Physics 
H eidi A. Senetra, Fourth Grade 
Ellen F. Smith, Art; Chair, Fine Arts . 
Peggy E. Stichter, First Grade 
Carolyn D.Young, Ass’t to the Dir. o f
Admissions and Development 
M arna Young, Dir. o f  P .R ., Publications 
Joseph J. Zaluski, L.S. Principal
B o ard  o fT ru stees  1986
Jonathan G. Verity, President
Julia Hobart, Vice President
R o b e rt F. Chelle, Vice President
R ichard  A. Lewis, Secretary
Bruce P. Bedford, Treasurer
Jan E. Bernie
W illiam  L. Borchers
R onald  E. D urbin
Anice Ervin
M ichael E. Ervin, M .D
James J. Gilvary
Sandra Gunlock
D onald  1. H uber
M ichael D  Lofino, Sr.
D avid F. Peck 
David L. Powell D.D.S.
T hom as M. Preisser 
Prem  Singla
R ichard  W.VanVleck, Ph.D.
W illiam  S. W eprin 
A lexander J. Williams 
Jam es M .W oodhull II
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Faculty  and  S ta ff  1986
Ann R . Baldwin, Counselor 
Doris Barnett, Bus D river 
Susan Berry, School Psychologist 
Gayle J. Blumberg, P.E.
Thom as G. Brereton, H eadm aster 
Karyl Bright, E.C. Program  C oordinator 
Sarah E. Burnap, Second Grade 
Peter H. Cam m , French; N in th  Grade 
Dean
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D ., English 
M ary C. Connolly, N urse 
C herie Craig, Librarian 
Bryan M. Czarnota, Science; M ath  
L. Steven Demaree, Ph.D ., Chair,
Social Science 
M aria D onat, Spanish 
Pamela E. Elmer, Librarian 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Sixth G rade 
Pamela E. Elmer, Librarian 
Thom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal;
College C ounselor 
Nancy E. Etter, Music 
M aria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophom ore 
Class; Chair, M ath  
Polly S. Fields, English, Social Science 
Carol Fox, Psychologist 
William E. Fox, Science 
Alexander N. Georoff, Business 
Manager 
William I. Glisson, Fifth Grade;
C om puter Education C oordinator 
Margaret E. Green, Sec’y to H eadm aster 
Susan A. Harris, M ath 
R ita  H eckm ann, Sec’y  to  U.S. Principal;
Receptionist, W ord Processing 
Joris J. Heise, Math; C o m p u te r Ed.
M ary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Betsy M. Hughes, English;
College C ounselor 
B ruce E. Huntsbarger, Early C hildhood 
Frances E. Inbody, Social Science 
Sharyn D. Jackson, D irector o f  Athletics;
Chair, Health & P.E.
Julie E.Jolson, English; Life Science 
Lucy Jones, Bus Driver 
Ellen M. Kay, French, Spanish 
R ita  Kelso, Sixth G rade Ass’t.
D eborah A. Knapke, Speech Therapist 
Florence Krahling, C hair, Foreign 
Language; English; Latin; Speech 
Linda Kretzler, Art
David M. LaRue, M aint.; Bus D river 
Alycia L. Lash, Adm. Ass’t to  Bus. Mgr. 
M oira A. Laughlin, Science 
M a-nan Liu, Chinese; Social Science 
Jennifer D. Lybeer,Third Grade 
Dennis R . M anning, T ransportation 
Coordinator; M aintenance 
Supervisor 
T had  Mantaro, Fifth G rade 
Leila S. M cCluskey,Third Grade; 
Reading Chair; Certified 
Reading Spec.
Julia McKelvey, Secretary to  L.S. Prin. 
Lillian D. M iddleton, Bus D river 
M ira Miller, English
Patricia M utersbaugh, Early C h ildhood 
Jeanne R . Nathan, Skills specialist 
Julie Paul, Early C hildhood 
Victoria Peters, Music 
Tom  Proctor, Science; M ath 
R oberta B. R hee, Second G rade 
Karen L. R inn , English; Enrichm ent;
U.S. Skills Specialist 
Judie Roberts, Early C h ildhood  
Vincent J. Rom eo, D ean o f  Ju n io r Class;
Chair, English 
D iane K. Sadow, Early C h ildhood  
Jerry A. Sampson, Dean o f  M.S.
Program; Social Science
Heidi A. Senetra, Fourth Grade
Ellen F. Smith, Art; Chair, Fine Arts
Peggy E. Stichter, First Grade
Stacy Turner, Fourth Grade, State Funds
Willie L.Turner, Custodian
Edward T urpin, Custodian
Jim  W endling, P.E.
Shawn W omack, Dance/choreography 
Carolyn D. Young, Acting Dir. o f  Adm.;
Dir. o f  Alumni Relations 
M arna Young, Dir. o f  P R ., Publications 
Joseph J. Zaluski, L.S. Principal
B oard  o fT ru s te e s  1987
Jonathan G. Verity, President 
Julia H obart, Vice President 
R obert F. Chelle,Vice President 
R ichard A. Lewis, Secretary 
Bruce P. Bedford, Treasurer 
Ronald E. D urbin, Assistant Treasurer 
Jan E. Bernie, M.D.
William L. Borchers 
Karen Chelle 
Annabelle H . Cumm ings 
Michael E. Ervin, M.D.
James J. Gilvary 
Sandra Gunlock 
Michael D. Lofino, Sr.
Kenneth E. N u tter 
Gerald S. Office 
David L. Powell, D.D.S.
Thom as M. Preisser 
Prem Singla
Richard W.Van Vleck, Ph.D.
William S.W eprin 
Alexander J. Williams 
James M .W oodhull II
Faculty and  S taff 1987
Ann R . Baldwin, C ounselor 
Susan K. Sisco-Berry, Psychologist 
Gayle J. Blumberg, P.E.
Thom as G. Brereton, Headmaster
Karyl Bright, E .C . Program Coordinator
M arite Caillat, French
Peter H. C am m , French; N in th  Gr. Dean
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English
Mary C. Connolly, N urse
C herie Craig, Librarian
Bryan M. C zarnota, Science; M ath
L. Steven Demaree, Ph.D., Chair,
Soc.Sci.
Tana M. Eikenbery, Sixth Grade 
Pamela E. Elmer, Librarian 
Thomas N. Elmer, U.S. Principal;
College C ounselor 
Nancy E. Etter, Music 
Maria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophom ore 
Class; Chair M ath 
William E. Fox, Science 
Alexander N. Georoff, Business M anager 
William I. Glisson, Fifth Grade;
C om puter Education C oordinator 
Margaret E. G reen, Sec’y to Headm aster 
Anne B. Griffith, Science 
Susan A. Harris, M ath 
R ita Heckm ann, Secretary to  the U.S. 
Principal; R eceptionist; Word 
Processing 
Joris J. Heise, M ath; Latin; E nrichm ent 
M ary Heuser, Chair, Science .
Betsy M. Hughes, English; College 
Counselor 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, Early C hildhood 
Frances E. Inbody, Social Science 
Sharyn D. Jackson, D irector o f  Athletics;
Chair, H ealth & P.E.
Julie E.Jolson, English; Life Science 
Lucy Jones, Bus Driver 
Ellen M. Kay, French, Spanish
R ita Kelso, Sixth Grade Teaching 
Assistant
D eborah A. Knapke, Speech Therapist 
Florence Krahling, Chair, Foreign
Language ; English; Latin; Speech 
Linda Kretzler, A rt 
Susan W. Lam bert, First Grade 
Alycia L. Lash, Adm . Ass’t to Bus. Mgr. 
Jennifer D. Lybeer, T hird  Grade 
Dennis R . M anning, Transportation 
C oordinator; M aintenance 
Supervisor 
Thad M antaro, Fifth Grade 
Leila S. M cCluskey, T hird  Grade;
R eading  C hair; Certified 
R eading  Spec.
Julia McKelvey, Sec’y to  L.S. Principal 
Lillian D. M iddleton, Bus Driver 
Mira Miller, English 
Patricia M utersbaugh, Early Childhood 
Jeanne R . N athan, Skills Specialist 
Julie Paul, Early C hildhood 
Victoria Peters, M usic 
Tom Proctor, Science; M ath 
R oberta B. R h ee , Second Grade 
Karen L. R in n , English; Enrichment;
U.S. Skills Specialist 
V incent J. R om eo , Dean o f  Junior Class;
Chair, English 
Diane K. Sadow, Second Grade 
Jerry A. Sampson, Dean o f  M.S.
Program; Social Science;
E nrichm ent 
Heidi A. Senetra, Fourth  Grade 
Jack Singerm an, D irector o f 
D evelopm ent 
Ellen F. Smith, Art; C hair Fine Arts 
Peggy E. Stichter, First Grade 
Stacy Turner, F ourth  Grade 
Jim  Wendling, P .E ./H ealth  
Carolyn D. Young, D irector o f
Admissions; D irector o f  Alumni 
Relations 
Marna Young, D irector o f  Public 
R elations/ Publications 
Joseph J. Zaluski, L.S. Principal 
Tena J. Z urita, P R ./P u b . Assistant
B oard  o fT ru s te e s  1988
Jonathan G. Verity, President 
Julia H obart, V ice President 
R obert F. Chelle,V ice President 
R ichard W. Van Vleck, Ph.D., Secretary 
R onald E. Durbin,Treasurer 
Bruce P. Bedford 
Jan E. Bernie, M.D.
Annabelle H . C um m ings 
M ichael E. Ervin, M .D  
Sandra G unlock 
Michael D. Lofino, Sr.
C. R onald  M cSwiney 
Kenneth E. N u tter 
David L. Powell, D.D.S.
Thom as M. Preisser 




William S.W eprin 
Alexander J. Williams 
James M .W oodhull II
Faculty  an d  S ta ff  1988
Ann R . Baldwin, Counselor 
Susan R udd  Breen, L.S. P.E.
Thom as G. B rereton, Headmaster
Karyl Bright, D irector o f  Admissions
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science
Theresa E. Brytus, School Psychologist
M arite Caillat, French
Peter H. C am m , French; N in th  Gr. D ean
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Susan M . Carr, Fourth Grade 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
Julie A rConboy, Sixth Grade 
M ary C . Connolly, Nurse 
Phyllis C onstan, L.S. Principal 
C herie Craig, Librarian 
Bryan M . C zarnota, Science; M ath 
L. Steven Demaree, Ph.D.,Chair,
Soc. Sci.
Tana M . Eikenbery, Sixth Grade 
Pamela E. Elmer, Librarian 
Thom as N . Elmer, U.S. Principal;
C ollege C ounselor 
N ancy E. Etter, M usic 
M aria Ferraro, D ean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
Billie J. G ardner, Fifth Grade 
A lexander N. Georoff, Business M anager 
W illiam I. Glisson, Fifth Grade;
C om pute r Education C oordinator 
M argaret E. G reen, Sec’y to Headmaster 
A nne B. Griffith, Science, M ath 
Kimberley J. G unlock, Early Childhood 
R ita H eckm ann, Secretary to the U.S. 
Principal; Receptionist;
W ord Processing 
Joris J. Heise, M ath; Latin; Com puters 
M ary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Betsy M . Hughes, English; College 
Counselor 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, C o-D irector,
Early C hildhood 
Frances E. Inbody, Social Science 
Sharyn D. Jackson, D irector o f  Athletics;
Chair, Health & P.E.
Ellen M . Kay, Spanish
Lucy Jones, Bus D river
Ellen M . Kay, French, Spanish
R ita Kelso,Third Grade
D eborah A. Knapke, Speech T herapist
Florence Krahling, Chair, Foreign
Language ; English; Latin; Speech 
Linda P. Kretzler, Art 
A nne K untz, Extended Day 
Alycia L. Lash.Adm Ass’t to Bus. Mgr. 
D ennis R . M anning,Transportation 
C oordinator; M aintenance 
Supervisor 
K athleen L. M e Andrews, Third Gr. Ass’t 
Leila S. M cCluskey,Third Grade; 
R ead ing  Chair; Certified 
R ead ing  Spec.
Julia McKelvey, Sec’y to  L.S. Principal 
Lillian D. M iddleton, Bus Driver 
Patricia M utersbaugh, C o-D irector,
E .C .
Jeanne R . N athan, Skills Specialist 
M arilou Nevius, Early C hildhood 
Julie Paul, Early C hildhood 
V ictoria Peters, M usic 
Tom Proctor, Science; Math 
Carol R aker, First Grade 
R oberta  B. R hee, Second Grade 
Karen L. R in n , English; U.S. Skills Spec. 
V incent J. R om eo, Dean o f  Junior Class;
C hair, English 
N ancy Sandmeyer, Second Grade 
Heidi A. Senetra, Fourth Grade 
M ark Sisson, Social Science 
Ellen F. Smith, Art; Chair, Fine Arts 
Peggy E. Stichter, First Grade 
James P.W endling, P .E ./ Health 
Jocelyn M . W eyrich, Early C hildhood 
Carolyn D.Young, D irector o f
Admissions; D irector o f  Alumni 
R elations 
M arna Young, D irector o f  Dev. /P R . 
Joseph J. Zaluski, L.S. Prinicpal 
Tena J. Z urita , P R ./P u b . Assistant
B oard  o fT ru s te e s  1989
Jonathan G. Verity, President
Julia H obart,V ice President
William S.W eprin.V ice President
Richard W. Van Vleck, Ph.D., Secretary
Ronald E. Durbin,Treasurer





R obert F. Chelle
Michael J. Cleary, Ph.D.
Annabelle H . C um m ings 
R obert A. G oldenburg 
Sandra O. G unlock 
Jay D. G utm ann 
Michael D. Lofino 
C. R onald M cSwiney 
Thom as M. Preisser, Ph.D.
Barbara S. R io n  
Susan S. R ym er
Peggy Surdyk, Parents’ Association 
Alexander J. Williams
Faculty  a n d  S ta ff  1989
Ann R . Baldwin, C ounselor 
Mia Baumgartner, M ath 
Deborah L. Blaylock, Science 
Susan R udd  Breen, L.S. P.E.
Thom as G. Brereton, H eadm aster 
Karyl Bright, D irector o f  Admissions 
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science 
Theresa E. Brytus, School Psychologist 
M arite C. Caillat, French 
Peter H. C am m , French; N in th  G rade 
Dean
Susan M. C arr, Fourth Grade 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
Julie A. Conboy, Sixth G rade 
M ary C. Connolly, N urse 
Phyllis Constan, L.S. Principal 
C herie Craig, Librarian 
Bryan M. C zarnota, Science; M ath 
L. Steven D emaree, Ph.D., Chair,
Social Science 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Sixth Grade 
Pamela E. Elmer, Librarian 
* Thom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal;
College Counselor 
Nancy E. Etter, Music 
Maria Ferraro, D ean o f  Sophom ore 
Class; C hair M ath 
Billie J. Gardner, Fifth Grade 
Alexander N. Georoff, Business M anager 
William I. Glisson, Fifth Grade;
C om puter Education C oordinator 
Margaret E. Green, Secretary to  the 
Headmaster 
Anne B. G riffith, Science, M ath 
Kimberley J. G unlock, Early C h ildhood 
R ita H eckm ann, Sec’y  to  the U.S. 
Principal; Receptionist;
W ord Processing 
Joris J. Heise, M ath; Latin; C om puters 
Mary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Betsy M. H ughes, English; College 
Counselor 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, C o-D irector, E .C . 
Frances E. Inbody, Social Science 
Sharyn D. Jackson, D irector o f  Athletics;
Chair, H ealth & P.E.
Ellen M. Kay, Spanish
Lucy Jones, Bus Driver
Ellen M. Kay, French, Spanish
R ita Kelso, T h ird  Grade
Deborah A. Knapke, Speech Therapist
Florence Krahling, Chair, Foreign
Language; English; Latin; Speech 
Linda P. Kretzler, Art 
Anne Kuntz, Extended Day
Alycia L. Lash, Adm. Ass’t to  Bus. Mgr. 
D ennis R . M anning,Transportation 
C oordinator; M aintenance 
Supervisor 
K athleen L. M e Andrews, Third Gr. Ass’t 
Leila S. M cCluskey,Third Grade; 
R ead ing  Chair; Certified 
R ead ing  Spec.
Julia McKelvey, Secretary to  L.S. Prin. 
Lillian D. M iddleton, Bus Driver 
Patricia M utersbaugh, C o-D irector, E.C. 
Jeanne R . N athan, Skills Specialist 
M arilou Nevius, Early Childhood 
Julie Paul, Early Childhood 
V ictoria Peters, Music 
Tom  Proctor, Science; M ath 
Carol R aker, First Grade 
R oberta  B. R hee, Second Grade 
Karen L. R inn , English; U.S. Skills 
V incent J. R om eo, D ean o f  Junior Class;
C hair, English 
N ancy Sandmeyer, Second Grade 
H eidi A. Senetra, Fourth Grade 
M ark Sisson, Social Science 
Ellen F. Smith, Art; Chair, Fine Arts 
Peggy E. Stichter, First Grade 
James P.Wendling, P.E.; Health 
Jocelyn M . Weyrich, Early C hildhood 
C arolyn D.Young, Director o f
Admissions; D irector o f  Alumni 
R elations 
M arna Young, Director o f  Dev./P .R . 
Joseph J. Zaluski, L.S. Principal 
Tena J. Z urita , Pub./P .R . Assistant
B o ard  o fT ru s te e s  1990
R o b ert F. Chelle, President
W illiam  S.W eprin.Vice President
R ichard  W. Van Vleck, Ph.D.,V. President
C huck Castle, Secretary
R onald  E. Durbin,Treasurer
Estus Sm ith, Ph.D., M em ber-at-Large
Ann S. Baines
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D.
M atthew  O. Diggs 
R o b ert A. Goldenberg 
Sandra O. Gunlock 
Jay D. G utm ann 
Julia H obart 
Surekha K um ar 
M ichael D. Lofino 
C . R o n ald  M cSwiney 
T hom as M . Preisser, Ph.D.
Barbara S. R ion
R o b ert E. Signom
Peggy Surdyk, Parents’ Association
Jonathan G.Verity
Alexander J. Williams
F acu lty  an d  S taff 1990
Ann R . Baldwin, Counselor 
Sandy Barnett, Bus D river 
D eborah  L. Blaylock, M.S. Science 
Susan R u d d  Breen, L.S. P.E.
T hom as G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
C ollege Counselor 
Karyl B right, D irector o f  Admissions 
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science 
Theresa E. Brytus, School Psychologist 
M arite C . Caillat, L.S. French 
Peter H . C am m , N in th  Grade D ean, 
French 
Janet M . Carlson, Secretary 
Susan M . C arr, Fourth Grade 
C arolyn J. Christy, Early Childhood 
Barbara A. Cleary, English 
M ary C . Connolly, Nurse 
Phyllis C onstan, L.S. Principal 
C herie  Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan C zarnota, Science, M ath 
Sally K. D olson, Ass’t to Dir. o f  Dev.
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Tana Eikenbery, Sixth Grade 
Pamela B. Elmer, Librarian, Chair 
L ibrary/M edia Services 
T hom as N. Elm er, U.S. Principal,
College C ounselor 
N ancy C. E tter, L.S. Music 
M aria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophom ore 
Class; C hair, M ath 
Billie J. Gardner, Fifth Grade 
Alexander G eoroff, Business M anager 
W illiam  I. Glisson, Fifth Grade 
Jonathan W. G raetz, M ath 
M argaret E. G reen, Sec’y  to  Headmaster 
A nne B. G riffith, Science 
Kim berly J. G unlock , Early C hildhood 
Sandra K. H artm an, Fourth Grade 
R ita H eckm ann, Secretary to  U.S. 
Principal; Receptionist;
W ord Processing 
Gale M . H erron , First Grade 
Betsy M . H ughes, English, D irector o f  
College C ounseling 
B ruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
G loria T. H urw itz , Ass’t to  Dir. o f  Dev. 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Sci. 
Judith  A. Johnston , Speech Therapist 
Ellen M . Kay, Spanish 
Florence Krahling, Chair, Foreign
Language ; English, Latin, Speech 
Linda P. Kretzler, U.S. A rt 
A nne S. K untz, Early C hildhood, E.C. 
Alvcia L. Lash, A dm n. Ass’t to  Bus. Mgr. 
D ennis R . M anning, M aintenance 
Supervisor; Transportation 
C oord inato r 
Lillian D. M iddle ton , Bus Driver 
K enneth  W. M osier, Girls’ Soccer 
Kristin L. Moss, Art 
Patricia A. M utersbaugh, Early 
C h ildhood  
Jeanne R . N athan , Skills Specialist 
M arilou N evius, Early C hildhood 
Julie E. Paul, Early C hildhood 
Teresa A. Pazitney, D irector o f  Athletics;
C hair, P .E ./H ealth  
K athryn H . P riest,T hird  Grade 
C arol B. R aker, First Grade 
R oberta  B. R h ee , Second Grade 
Karen L. R in n , A cting D ean o f  M.S.;
English; Skills Specialist 
V incent J. R o m e o , D ean o f  Junior Class;
Chair, English 
Ted Sanderson, Sixth Grade 
Linda B. Shaver,Third Grade 
Ellen F. Sm ith, Chair, Fine Arts 
C h atT . Speight, Social Science 
Peggy E. Stichter, Second Grade 
N ancy M .Trepanier, M ath 
Jam es P.W endling, P.E., H ealth;
Ass’t to  Dir. o f  Athletics 
Jocelyn (Lyn) M .W eyrich, E.C.
M arna Young, Dir. o f  D ev./C om m .
B o ard  o fT ru s te e s  1991
R o b ert F. C helle, President 
Julia H obart,V ice President 
R ichard  W. Van Vleck, Ph.D.,V. President 
C h u ck  Casde, Secretary 
R onald  E. D urbin,Treasurer 
A nn S. Baines, M em ber-at-Large 
M ichael D. Lofino, M em ber-at-Large 
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D.
M atthew  O. Diggs 
T im othy  J. Foley 
Sandra O. G unlock  
Jay D. G u tm ann 
R en ee  R u b in  H andel 
Lillie H ow ard, Ph.D.
Surekha K um ar 
C . R onald  M cSw iney 
T hom as M . Preisser, Ph.D.
Barbara S. R ion 
R o b ert E. Signom II 
Jean Snavely, Parents’ Association 
W illiam S.Weprin
F acu lty  and S ta ff  1991
Ann R  Baldwin, C ounselor 
Joyce G. Barnes, Early C hildhood Aide 
Joy L. Barnett, Chair, Health/P.E. Dept 
M ichelle R . Black, Early C hildhood 
S tephen D. Blunt, Sixth G rade 
Susan R u d d  Breen, L.S. P.E.
T hom as G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
College Counselor 
Karyl Bright, D irector o f  Admissions 
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science 
Theresa E. Brytus, School Psychologist 
D w igh t R . Burgess, Dir. o f  Athletics;
Health/P.E.
M arite C . Caillat, L.S. French 
Peter H . Canim, N in th  G rade Dean, 
French 
Janet M . C arbon, Secretary 
Susan M . Carr, Fourth Grade 
Carolyn J. Christy, Early Childhood 
Barbara A. Cleary, English 
M ary C . Connolly, Nurse 
Phyllis Constan, L.S. Principal 
C herie  Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan Czarnota, Science, M ath 
Sally K. Dolson, Ass’t to Dir. o f  
Developm ent 
Tana M . Eikenbery, Sixth Grade 
Pamela B. Elmer, Librarian, C hair 
L ibrary/M edia Services 
T hom as N . Elmer, U.S. Principal,
College Counselor 
N ancy C. Etter, L.S. Music 
M aria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
Billie J. Gardner, Fifth Grade 
A lexander Georoff, Business Manager 
W illiam  I. Glisson, Fifth Grade 
Jonathan  W. Graetz, Math 
M argaret E. Green, Sec’y to  Headmaster 
A nne B. Griffith, Science 
Sandra K. Hartman, Fourth Grade 
R ita  H eckm ann, Secretary to  U.S. 
Principal; Receptionist;
W ord Processing 
M ary  Heuser, Chair, Science 
Betsy M . Hughes, English, D irector o f 
College Counseling 
B ruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
G loria T. Hurwitz, Assistant to  Dir. o f 
D evelopm ent 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Sciences 
N ancy Jackson, First Grade 
Jud ith  A. Johnston, Speech Therapist 
Ellen M . Kay, Spanish 
F lorence Krahling, Chair, Foreign
Language ; English, Latin, Speech 
Linda P. Kretzler, U.S. Art 
A nne S. Kuntz, Early Childhood, 
Extended Day 
Alycia L. Lash, Adm. Ass’t to Bus. Mgr. 
D ennis R . M anning, M aintenance 
Supervisor; Transportation 
Coordinator 
Lillian D. M iddleton, Bus Driver 
K enneth  W. Mosier, Girls’ soccer 
Patricia A. M utersbaugh, Early 
C hildhood 
Jeanne R . Nathan, Skills Specialist 
M arilou  Nevius, Early Childhood 
Suzanne M . Powell, Early C hildhood 
K athryn  H . Priest,Third Grade 
Carol B. Raker, First Grade 
R o b erta  B. R hee, Second Grade 
K aren L. R inn , Acting Dean o f  M.S.; 
English; Skills Specialist
Amy Rollins, Public R elations Ass’t. 
V incent J. R om eo, Dean o f  Junior Class;
Chair, English 
Linda B. Shaver,Third G rade 
Ellen F. Smith, Chair, Fine Arts 
C h at T. Speight, Social Science 
Peggy E. Stichter, Second Grade 
N ancy M .Trepanier, M ath 
T erri M .Turner, Early C h ild h o o d / 
Extended Day 
Lyn M .W eyrich, Early C hildhood 
Joy  L.WykofF, M usic 
M arna Young, Dir. o f  D evelopm ent/ 
Com m unications
B o ard  o fT ru s te e s  1992
R ichard  W. Van Vleck, Ph.D ., President 
Julia H obart,V ice President 
C h u ck  Castle,Vice President 
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D ., Secretary 
R o n ald  E. D urbin,Treasurer 
A nn  S. Baines, M em ber-at-Large 
M atthew  Diggs, M em ber-at-Large 
R o b e rt F. Chelle 
T im o th y  J. Foley 
R o b e rt A. Goldenberg, M.D.
Jay D. G utm ann 
R e n e e  R u b in  Handel 
Lillie H oward, Ph.D.
Surekha K um ar 
C . R onald  M cSwiney 
JoA nn  Margolis 
Barbara S. R io n  
R o b e rt E. Signom II 
S tuart J. Sorkin, M.D.
D ebbe Subashi, Parents’ Association 
W illiam  S.W eprin
F acu lty  an d  S ta ff  1992
A nn R . Baldwin, Counselor 
Joyce G. Barnes, Early C hildhood Aide 
Joy  L. Barnett, Chair, Health/P.E. D ept 
M ichelle R . Black, First Grade 
S tephen  D. Blunt, M.S. English 
C hristine  A nn Bollinger, Extended Day 
M ichael L. Boyd, Extended Day 
Susan R u d d  Breen, L.S. P.E.
T hom as G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
College C ounselor 
Karyl Bright, D irector o f  Admissions 
B rian Brogan, L.S. Science 
T heresa E. Brytus, School Psychologist 
D w ig h t R . Burgess, Dir. o f  Athletics;
Health/P.E.
M arla Butke, Music 
M arite  C . Caillat, L.S. French 
P eter H . C am m , N in th  G rade Dean, 
French 
Jane t M . Carlson, Secretary 
C arolyn J. Christy, Early C hildhood 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
M ary  C. Connolly, N urse 
C h erie  Craig, L.S. Librarian 
B ryan M. C zarnota, Science, M ath 
Barbara Czestochowa, Ph.D ., L.S.
Principal 
Lillian Dillard, Bus D river 
R ichard  O. D uff,Jr., M.S. Principal 
Tana M . Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Pam ela B. Elmer, Librarian, Chair 
Library/M edia Services 
T hom as N . Elmer, U.S. Principal, 
College Counselor 
N an cy  C. Etter, L.S. Music 
M aria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
Billie J. G ardner, Fifth Grade 
M arty  Garges, M.S. Science 
M ichelle G arrett, Bus D river 
A lexander Georoff, Business Manager 
W illiam  I. Glisson, M.S. Social Science
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Jonathan W  Graetz, M ath 
Margaret E. Green, Scc’y to Headmaster 
A nn^B . Griffith, M.S. Science 
Sandra K. Hartman, Fourth Grade 
R ita H eckm ann, Secretary to U.S. 
Principal; Receptionist; Word 
Processing 
M ary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Celeste M . Hoegler, P.R. Ass’t 
Betsy M . Hughes, English, D irector o f 
C ollege Counseling 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
G loria T. H urw itz, Ass’t to Dir. o f  Dev. 
Frances E. Inbodv, Chair, Social Sciences 
N ancy Jackson, Fourth Grade 
Judith  A. Johnston, Speech Therapist 
Christine Kambas, Sec’y to Headmaster 
& M.S. Principal 
Ellen M . Kay, Spanish 
Barbara Kerkhoff, Spanish 
Florence Krahling, Chair, Foreign
Language ; English, Latin, Speech 
Linda P. Kretzler, Art 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t to Bus. Mgr. 
R o berta  B. Lehman, Early Childhood 
D ennis R . M anning, M aintenance 
Supervisor; Transportation 
C oordinator 
Patricia A. M utersbaugh, E.C.
Jeanne R . Nathan, Skills Specialist 
Julie E. Paul, Early Childhood 
Judith  Payne, Extended Day 
Suzanne M . Powell, Early Childhood 
K athryn H . Priest, Third Grade 
C arol B. Raker, First Grade 
R oberta B. R hee, Second Grade 
Karen L. R in n , M.S. English;
Skills Spec.
M ichelle A. Roby, Early C hildhood 
V incent J. R om eo, Dean o f  Junior Class;
C hair, English 
Linda B. Shaver,Third Grade 
Ellen F. Smith, Chair, Fine Arts 
G lenn V. Squiers, Social Science 
Peggy E. Stichter, Second Grade 
Terri M .T urner, Early C hildhood 
Lyn M. W eyrich, Early Childhood 
M am a Young, Dir. o f  D ev./C om m .
B oard  o fT ru s te es  1993
R ichard  W.Van Vleck, Ph.D., President 
C huck  Castle,Vice President 
Julia H obart,V ice President 
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D., Secretary 
R onald  E. Durbin,Treasurer 
A nn S. Baines, Member-at-Large 
M atthew  Diggs, Member-at-Large 
C . Patrick Carroll, M.D.
Linda Cleveland 
T im othy  J. Foley 
Jay D. G utm ann 
R en ee  R u b in  Handel 
Lillie Howard, Ph.D.
H elen Jackson, Parents’ Association
Surekha K um ar
T ina Lofino
C. R onald  McSwiney
JoA nn Margolis
Barbara S. R io n
R o b ert E. Signom II
Bill Skidmore
Stuart J. Sorkin, M.D.
D ebbe Subashi, Parents’Association 
W illiam S.W eprin
F acu lty  an d  StafF 1993
R ic k  Acquilano, Health, P.E.
Joy B arnett, Athletic Dir., Chair, P.E. 
S tephen D. Blunt, M.S. English 
Christine Ann Bollinger, Extended Day 
M ichael L. Boyd, Extended Day
Susan R udd  Breen, L.S. P.E.
Thom as G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
College Counselor 
Karyl Bright, D irector o f  Admissions 
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science 
Marla Butke, Music 
M arite C. Caillat, L.S. French 
Peter H. C am m , N inth Gr. D ean, French 
Janet M. Carlson, Secretary 
Sandra L. Pohlm an-Carpenter,
C ounselor 
Carolyn J. Christy, Early C hildhood 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
M ary C. Connolly. Nurse 
C herie Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M. Czarnota, Science, M ath 
Barbara Czestochowa, Ph.D., L.S. Prin. 
Lillian Dillard, Bus Driver 
R ichard O. Duff, Jr., M.S. Principal 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Pamela B. Elmer, Librarian, C hair 
Library/M edia Services 
Thom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal,
College Counselor 
Nancy C. Etter, L.S. Music 
Maria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophom ore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
Billie J. Gardner, Fifth Grade 
Marty Garges, M.S. Science 
Michelle Garrett, Bus D river 
Sandy Geiger, M.S. M ath 
Alexander Georoff, Business M anager 
William I. Glisson, M.S. Social Science 
Jonathan W. Graetz, M ath 
Margaret E. Green, Secretary to  Head 
Anne B. Griffith, M.S. Science 
Sandra K. Hartman, Fourth G rade 
R ita H eckm ann, Sec’y to U.S. Principal;
Receptionist;W ord Processing 
M ary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Cynthia S. H ine, D evelopm ent Ofc.
Ass’t.
Adam H ough, Extended Day 
Betsy M. Hughes, English, D irector o f  
College Counseling, English 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
Gloria T. Hurwitz, Ass’t to Dir. o f  Dev. 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Sciences 
Nancy Jackson, Fourth Grade 
Judith  A. Johnston, Speech Therapist 
Christine Kambas, Sec’y to  Headmaster 
& M.S. Principal 
Kelley Katzner, English 
Ellen M. Kay, Spanish 
Barbara Kerkhoff, Spanish 
Florence Krahling, Chair, Foreign
Language ; English, Latin, Speech 
Linda P. Kretzler, Art 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t to Bus. Mgr. 
R oberta B. Lehman, Early C hildhood 
Dennis R . M anning, M aintenance 
Supervisor; Trans. Coord.
Patricia A. M utersbaugh, Early 
C hildhood 
Jeanne R . Nathan, Skills Specialist 
Julie E. Paul, Early Childhood 
Judith  Payne, Extended Day 
Suzanne M. Powell, Early C hildhood 
Kathryn H . Priest, Third Grade 
Carol B. Raker, First Grade 
R oberta B. R hee, Second Grade 
Karen L. R inn , M.S. English; Skills Spec. 
M ichelle A. Roby, Early C hildhood 
Vincent J. R om eo, Dean o f  Jun io r Class;
Chair, English 
Linda B. Shaver,Third Grade 
Ellen F. Smith, C ha’r, Fine Arts 
Shawn E. Smith, Extended Day 
G lenn V. Squiers, Social Science 
Peggy E. Stichter, Second Grade 
Jan R .Tangem an, School Nurse
Terri M .Turner, Early Childhood 
Lyn M. Weyrich, Early Childhood 
M arna Young, Dir. o f  D ev./Com m .
B o ard  o fT ru stees  1994
R ichard W. Van Vleck, Ph.D., President 
M atthew  O  Diggs,Jr.,Vice President 
C huck  Castle, Secretary 
R onald  E. Durbin,Treasurer 
Julia Hobart, M em ber-at-Large 
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D., 
M em ber-at-Large 
A nn S. Baines, M ember-at-Large 
C . Patrick Carroll, M.D., 
M ember-at-Large 
Linda Cleveland 
Jay D. Gutm ann 
R en ee  R ub in  Handel 
Lillie Howard, Ph.D.





R o b ert E. Signom, II
Bill Skidmore
Stuart J. Sorkin, M.D.
Nicholas E. Subashi 
Daryl Ward
F aculty  and  StafF 1994
R ick  Acquilano, Health, P.E.
Joy Barnett, Athletic Dir., Chair, P.E. 
S tephen D. Blunt, M.S. English 
Christine A nn Bollinger, Extended Day 
Thom as G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
College Counselor 
Karyl Bright, Director o f  Admissions 
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science 
Y vonne Buccalo, Extended Day 
Marla Butke, Music 
M arite C. Caillat, L.S. French 
Peter H. Cam m , N inth Gr. Dean, French 
Janet M. Carlson, Secretary 
R o b ert E. Carm ack, Ass’t. Development 
D ir./Special Projects 
Sandra L. Pohlm an-Carpenter, 
C ounselor 
Carolyn J. Christy, Early Childhood 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
R o b ert R . Coombs,Jr.,
Interim  L.S. Prin.
C herie  Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M. Czarnota, Science, Math 
R ichard  O. Duff,Jr., M.S. Principal 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Pamela B. Elmer, Librarian, Chair 
L ibrary/M edia Services 
Thom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal, 
College Counselor 
N ancy C. Etter, L.S. Music 
M aria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
Kathryn Finkenstadt, G eom etry 8 
Billie J. Gardner, Fifth Grade 
Paul Garfinkel, English, Social Science 
M arty Garges, M.S. Science 
M ichelle Garrett, Bus D river 
Sandy Geiger, M.S. M ath 
A lexander Georoff, Business Manager 
W illiam  I. Glisson, M.S. Social Science 
Jonathan W. Graetz, M ath 
J. M ichael Gregory, Science, Math 
A nne B. Griffith, M.S. Science 
Kim berly J. Gunlock, Early Childhood 
Sandra K. Hartman, Fourth Grade 
R ita  Heckm ann, Secretary to  U.S. 
Principal; R eceptionist; Word 
Processing 
M ary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Tanya Higgins, Extended Day
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Cynthia S. Hine, D evelopm ent Ofc.
Ass’t.
Betsy M. Hughes, English, D irector o f  
College Counseling 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
Gloria T. Hurwitz, Ass’t to  Dir. o f  Dev. 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Sciences 
Nancy Jackson, Fourth G rade 
Judith  A. Johnston, Speech Therapist 
Christine Kambas, Sec’y to  Headmaster, 
A.D., & M.S. Principal 
Kelley Katzner, English 
Ellen M. Kay, Spanish 
Susan Kenning, Extended Day 
Barbara Kerkhoff, Spanish 
Linda P. Kretzler, Art 
William H. Lamb, Latin 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t to Bus. Mgr.
R oberta B. Lehman, Early C h ildhood 
D ennis R . M anning, M aintenance 
Supervisor; Transportation 
Coordinator 
Anne S. M cCarthy, French, W ord Proc. 
Jeanne R . Nathan, Skills Specialist 
Rebecca J. Nienaber, First Grade 
Julie E. Paul, Early C hildhood 
Judith Payne, Extended Day 
Suzanne M. Powell, Early C h ildhood 
Kathryn H. Priest,Third G rade 
Karen L. R inn, M.S. English; Skills Spec. 
Michelle A. Roby, Early C h ildhood 
Vincent J. R om eo, Dean o f  Junior Class;
Chair, English 
Susan Rudd, Phys. Ed.
Linda B. Shaver, T hird  G rade 
Ellen F. Smith, Art 
Gabriela L. Sparks, Spanish 
Glenn V. Squiers, Social Science 
Peggy E. Stichter, Second Grade 
Jan R.Tangem an, School N urse 
Terri M .Turner, Early C h ildhood 
Lyn M .W eyrich, Early C h ildhood 
M am a Young, Dir. o f  D ev ./C om m
B oard  o fT rustees  1995
C. Patrick Carroll, M .D., President 
M atthew O  Diggs,Jr.,Vice President 
C huck Casde, Secretary 
Stuart J. Sorkin, M .D.,Treasurer 
Julia Hobart, M em ber-at-Large 
Michael J. Cleary, Ph.D., 
Member-at-Large 
Nicholas E. Subashi, M em ber-at-Large 
Linda Cleveland 
Anice Ervin 
Father Joseph G oetz 







K enneth E. N u tter
Linda Patchett
R obert E. Signom, II
Bill Skidmore
Daryl Ward
Faculty and S taff 1995
R ick Acquilano, Health, P.E.
Joy Barnett, Athletic Dir., Chair, P.E. 
Stephen D. Blunt, M.S. English 
Thomas G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
College Counselor 
Karyl Bright, D irector o f  Admissions 
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science 
Yvonne Buccalo, E xtended Day 
Marla Butke, Music 
M arite C. Caillat, L.S. French
Peter H. Cam m , N in th  Grade Dean, 
French 
Janet M. Carlson, Secretary 




Carolyn J. Christy, Early C hildhood 
Christine Ann Clayton, Extended Day 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
Cherie Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M. Czarnota, Science, M ath 
Lillian Dillard, Bus Driver 
Richard O. Duff,Jr., M.S. Principal 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Pamela B. Elmer, Librarian, C hair 
Library/M edia Services 
Thomas N. Elmer, U.S. Principal,
College Counselor 
Nancy C . Etter, L.S. Music 
Maria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
H enry T. Fisher, M ath 
Billie J. Gardner, Fifth Grade 
Paul Garfmkel, English, Social Science 
Marty Garges, M.S. Science 
Michelle Garrett, Bus Driver 
Sandy Geiger, M.S. Math 
Alexander Georoff, Business M anager 
William I. Glisson, M.S. Social Science 
Jonathan W. Graetz, Math 
Kimberly J. Gunlock, Early C hildhood 
David Hague, L.S. Principal 
Sandra K. H artman, Fourth Grade 
R ita H eckm ann, Secretary to  U.S. 
Principal; Receptionist; Word 
Processing 
Mary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Cynthia S. Hine, D evelopm ent Ofc.
Ass’t.
Betsy M. Hughes, English, D irector o f 
College Counseling 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
Gloria T. Hurwitz, Ass’t to  Dir. o f  Dev. 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Sciences 
Nancy Jackson, Fourth Grade 
Kimberly Dietrich Johnson,
Extended Day 
Judith A. Johnston, Speech Therapist 
Christine Kambas, Sec’y to  Headmaster, 
A.D., & M.S. Principal 
Kelley Katzner, English 
Ellen M. Kay, Spanish 
Barbara Kerkhoff, French, Spanish 
Linda P. Kretzler, Art 
William H. Lamb, Latin 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t to Bus. Mgr.
R oberta B. Lehman, Early C hildhood 
Yolanda Lyon, M.S. Science 
Dennis R . M anning, M aintenance 
Supervisor;Trans. Coord.
Jeanne R . Nathan, Skills Specialist 
Rebecca J. Nienaber, First Grade 
Julie E. Paul, Early C hildhood 
Judith Payne, Extended Day 
Suzanne M. Powell, Early C hildhood 
Kathryn H. Priest, Third Grade 
Peggy Redm an, Second Grade 
Karen L. R inn, M.S. English; Skills Spec. 
Vincent J. Rom eo, Dean o f  Jun io r Class;
Chair, English 
Susan R udd, Phys. Ed.
R ita Schwieterman, Nurse 
Linda B. Shaver,Third Grade 
Ellen F. Smith, Art 
Gabriela L. Sparks, Spanish 
Glenn V. Squiers, Social Science 
Peggy E. Stichter, Second Grade 
Ralph Suiter, Physics, C om puters 
Terri M .Turner, Early C hildhood 
Lyn M .W eyrich, Early C hildhood 
M ama Young, Dir. o f  D ev./C om m .
B oard  o fT ru s te e s  1996
C. Patrick Carroll, M .D., President 
M atthew  O. Diggs, Jr.,V ice President 
C huck Casde, Secretary 
Stuart J. Sorkin, M .D.,Treasurer 
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D., 
M em ber-at-Large 
Julia Hobart, M em ber-at-Large 
Lillie Howard, Ph.D., M ember-at-Large 
Nicholas E. Subashi, M em ber-at-Large 
Denise C henow eth, Parents’Assoc. 
Linda A. Cleveland 
Albert R . D ixon 
Anice J. Ervin 
Father Joseph G oetz 
R enee  R ubin  H andel 
Lillie Howard, Ph.D.
H elen Jackson, Parents’ Association
M ilton Kantor
T ina Lofino
Sue K. M cD onnell
K enneth E. N u tter
Linda Patchett
W illiam R . Skidmore
Samuel Staley
Rev. Daryl Ward
F acu lty  and  S ta ff  1996
R ic k  Acquilano, Health, P.E.
Joy Barnett, Athletic Dir., Chair, P.E. 
Stephen D. B lunt, M.S. English 
Thom as G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
College C ounselor 
Karyl Bright, D irector o f  Admissions 
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science 
A nne Brooks, Art 
Y vonne Buccalo, Extended Day 
Marla Butke, Music 
M arite C. Caillat, L.S. French 
Peter H. C am m , N in th  Grade Dean, 
French
Janet M. Carlson, Secretary 
R o b ert E. Carm ack, Ass’t. Dev. D ir./ 
Special Projects 
Sandra L. Pohlm an-Carpenter, 
Counselor 
Carolyn J. Christy, Early C hildhood 
Lynn M. Citro, Early Childhood 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
C herie Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M. Czarnota, Science, M ath 
Lillian Dillard, Bus Driver 
R oberta A. Donaldson, Business 
Manager
R ichard O. Duff, Jr., M.S. Principal 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Pamela B. Elmer, Librarian, C hair 
Library/M edia Services 
T hom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal, 
College C ounselor 
N ancy C. Etter, L.S. Music 
M aria Ferraro, D ean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
H enry  T. Fisher, M ath 
Janet P. Fleischauer, R eading  Specialist 
R ita  F. Frei, Dev. Office Ass’t.
Billie J. Gardner, Fifth Grade 
M arty Garges, M.S. Science 
Sandy Geiger, M.S. M ath 
W illiam I. Glisson, M.S.Social Science 
Jonathan W. Graetz, M ath 
Kimberly J. Gunlock, Early Childhood 
David Hague, L.S. Principal 
Sandra K. H artm an, Fourth Grade 
R ita H eckm ann, Sec’y to  U.S.
Principal; W ord Processing 
M ary Heuser, Chair, Science 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
G loria T. Hurwitz, Ass’t to  Dir. o f  Dev.
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Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Sciences 
N ancy Jackson, Fourth Grade 
Judith A. Johnston, Speech Therapist 
C hristine Kanibas, Sec’y to  Headmaster, 
A.D., & M.S. P rin t ip.il 
Kelley Katzner, English 
Ellen M . Kay, Spanish 
Barbara KerkhofF, French & Spanish 
Linda P. Kretzler, A rt 
Linda D. Kulhanek, Skills Specialist 
W illiam  H. Lamb, Latin 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t to  Bus. Mgr. 
Yolanda Lyon, M.S. Science 
Laura S. M ack, U.S. Principal 
A nne S. M cCarthy, C om puters, Spanish, 
French
Dennis R . M anning, M aintenance 
Supervisor;Trans. Coord.
R ebecca J. N ienaber, First Grade 
M artha E. O ’Dell, Early C hildhood Dir. 
Julie E. Paul, Early Childhood 
Judith  Payne, Extended Day 
Marci Perthes, Extended Day 
Suzanne M. Powell, Early C hildhood 
K athryn H . Priest, T h ird  Grade 
Peggy R edm an, Second Grade 
C hristian A. R eid , English,
Social Science 
David M . Rom anelli, U.S. Forensics 
Bobbie R ichardson, Extended Day 
Karen L. R inn , M.S. English; Skills 
V incent J. R om eo, D ean Jr. Class;
Chair, English 
Susan R udd , Phys. Ed.
R ita Schw ieterm an, N urse 
Linda B. Shaver, T h ird  Grade 
Kenyatta Shaw, Extended Day 
Gabriela L. Sparks, Spanish 
G lenn V. Squiers, Social Science 
Peggy E. Stichter, Second Grade 
R alph Suiter, Physics, C om puters 
Terri M .Turner, Early C hildhood 
Lyn M. Weyrich, Early C hildhood 
M am a Young, Dir. o f  D ev./C om m .
B oard  o fT ru s te e s  1997
C. Patrick Carroll, M .D., President 
M atthew  O  Diggs,Jr.,Vice President 
C huck Casde, Secretary 
Stuart J. Sorkin, M .D.,Treasurer 
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D., 
M em ber-at-Large 
Julia H obart, M em ber-at-Large 
Lillie Howard, Ph.D., M em ber-at-Large 
Nicholas E. Subashi, M em ber-at-Large 
Denise C henow eth, Parents’ Assoc.
Linda A. Cleveland 
Albert R . Dixon 
Anice J. Ervin 
Father Joseph G oetz 
M ilton K antor 
Tina Lofino 
Sue K. M cD onnell 
K enneth E. N u tter 
Linda Patchett 
W illiam R . Skidmore 
Samuel R . Staley 
Rev. D aryl Ward
F acu lty  and  S ta ff  1997
R ick  Acquilano, H ealth, P.E.
Joy B arnett, Athletic Dir., Chair, P.E.
Lee A nn Belshe, M cD onald’s 
Ashwi Birdi,, Ph.D., Science 
Stephen D. Blunt, M .S. English 
Thom as G. B rereton, Headmaster, 
C ollege Counselor 
Karyl B right, D irector o f  Admissions 
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science 
Anne Brooks, Art 
Yvonne Buccalo, Extended Day
Angel Lynn Bush, Early C hildhood 
Marla Butke, Music
Peter H. C ainm , N in th  Gr. Dean, French 
Janet M. Carlson, Secretary 
R obert E. C arm ack, Ass’t. D evelopm ent 
Dir./Special Projects 
Sandra L. Pohlm an-Carpenter,
C ounselor 
Carolyn J. Christy, Early C hildhood 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
C herie Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M. C zarnota, Science, M ath 
Lillian Dillard, Bus Driver 
R oberta A. Donaldson, Business 
M anager 
R ichard O. D uff,Jr., M.S. Principal 
Karen E. D unson, Social Science 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Pamela B. Elmer, Librarian, C hair 
L ibrary/M edia Services 
Thom as N. Elmer, U.S. Principal,
College C ounselor 
Nancy C. Etter, L.S. Music 
Valerie Fairchild, First Grade 
M aria Ferraro, D ean o f  Soph. Class;
Chair, M ath 
H enry T. Fisher, M ath 
Janet P. Fleischauer, R eading  Specialist 
Lori Forsythe, Early C hildhood 
M arty Garges, M.S. Science 
Sandy Geiger, M.S. M ath 
William I. Glisson, M.S. Social Science 
Jonathan W. Graetz, M ath 
Anne Griffith, U.S. Science 
Andrea D onenfeld Grim es, Dev. Ass’t 
Janet Grothjan, Speech, Language 
Judith G uenther-A dam s, Dev. Ass’t. 
Kimberly J. G unlock, Early C h ildhood 
David Hague, L.S. Principal 
Sandra K. H artm an, Fourth Grade 
R ita H eckm ann, Secretary to U.S.
Principal; Word Processing 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
Gloria T. H urw itz, Dev. C oordinator 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Science 
Nancy Jackson, Fourth Grade 
Christine Kambas, Sec’y to Headmaster, 
A.D., & M.S. Principal 
Ellen M. Kay, Spanish 
Barbara KerkhofF, French & Spanish 
M onica K leinhenz, Extended Day 
Linda P. Kretzler, Art 
Janice Krochmal, K indergarten 
Linda D. Kulhanek, Skills Specialist 
William H. Lamb, Latin 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t to  Bus. Mgr.
Yolanda Lyon, M.S. Science 
Laura S. M ack, U.S. Principal 
Dennis R . M anning, M aintenance 
Supervisor;Trans. Coord.
Pam Miller, P.E. and Health 
Salam M uhtadie, French K -6 
Carol Myers, Com puters 
Rebecca J. Nienaber, First Grade 
M artha E. O ’Dell, Early C h ildhood Dir. 
Julie E. Paul, Early C hildhood 
Judith Payne, Extended Day 
Marci Perthes, Extended Day 
Amy Pleiman, Extended Day 
Suzanne M . Powell, Early C hildhood 
Kathryn H. Priest, T hird  Grade 
Peggy R edm an, Second Grade 
C huck R eed , M aintenance 
Christian A. R eid , English,
Social Science 
Karen L. R in n , M.S. English; Skills 
Vincent J. R om eo, Dean o f  Jun io r Class;
Chair, English 
Kate Ross, R eceptionist, Sec’y to  A.D. 
Susan R udd , Phys. Ed.
R ita Schw ieterm an, N urse
Linda B. Shaver, Third Grade 
M asumi Snyder, Extended Day 
Jennifer Spaulding, Extended Day 
Gabriela L. Sparks, Spanish 
G lenn V. Squiers, Social Science 
R alph Suiter, Physics, C om puters 
Shannon F.Tully, K indergarten 
A nne Walsh-Welp, C ounselor 
Lyn M . W eyrich, Early C hildhood 
M ary W hittem ore, English 
M am a Young, Dir. o f  D ev./C om m .
B o ard  o fT ru s te es  1998
C. Patrick Carroll, M.D., President 
M atthew  O  Diggs,Jr.,Vice President 
C huck  Casde, Secretary 
Stuart J. Sorkin, M.D.,Treasurer 
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D., 
M em ber-at-Large 
Julia H obart, M em ber-at-Large 
Kenneth E. N utter, M em ber-at-Large 
Nicholas E. Subashi, M em ber-at-Large 
Linda Haines, Parents’Assoc.
Linda A. Cleveland 
A nice J. Ervin 
Jo h n  Ey
Rev. Joseph G oetz 
R o b ert James 
Susan Katz 
T ina Lofino 
Patricia S. M cD onald 
Sue K. M cD onnell 
W illiam  R . Skidmore 
Samuel R . Staley, Ph.D 
Rev. Daryl Ward
F acu lty  and  S taff 1998
Joy Barnett, Athletic Dir., Chair, P.E.
Lee Ann Belshe, M cD onald’s 
Ashwi Birdi,, Ph.D., Science 
S tephen D. Blunt, M.S. English 
Thom as G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
College Counselor 
Karyl Bright, Dir. o f  Admissions 
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science 
Marla Butke, Music 
Peter H . C am m , N in th  Grade Dean, 
French 
Janet M . Carlson, Secretary 
R o b ert E. Carm ack, Ass’t. Developm ent 
D ir./Special Projects 
Carolyn J. Christy, Early Childhood 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
C herie Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M . Czarnota, Science, M ath 
W .C. D ickerson, Extended Day 
Lillian Dillard, Bus Driver 
Jen  D oenges, Extended Day 
R oberta  A. Donaldson, Business 
M anager 
Karen E. D unson, Social Science 
Tricia Edwards, Music 
Tana M . Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Pamela B. Elmer, Librarian, Chair, 
M edia Services 
Thom as N . Elmer, U.S. Principal, 
C ollege Counselor 
N ancy C . Etter, L.S. Music 
M aria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
R o b ert Flavin, M ath 
Janet P. Fleischauer, R eading Specialist 
M arty Garges, M.S. Science 
R o b  Gartzka, M.S. Art 
Sandy Geiger, M.S. M ath 
Jennifer J. George, Second Grade 
W illiam  I. Glisson, M.S. Social Science 
Jonathan W. Graetz, M ath 
A nne Griffith, U.S. Science 
Andrea D onenfeld Grimes, Dev. Ass’t 
Judith  G uenther-A dam s, Dev. Ass’t.
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Kim berly J. G unlock , Early C hildhood 
David Hague, M.S. Principal 
Judith  Haines, Speech, Lang. Pathology 
Sandra K. H artm an, Fourth Grade 
C ynth ia H attan, P.E.
R ita H eckm ann, Secretary to  U.S.
Principal; W ord Processing 
Barbara H ughes, Early C hildhood 
Bruce E. H untsbarger, Fifth Grade 
G loria T. H urw itz , Dev. C oordinator 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Sciences 
N ancy Jackson, Fourth  G rade 
C hristine Kambas, Sec’y to  Headmaster,
A .D., & M .S. Principal 
Ellen M . Kay, Spanish 
Barbara Kerkhoff, French & Spanish 
M onica K leinhenz, Extended Day 
A ngie Kramer, E xtended  Day 
Linda P. Kretzler, Chair, Fine Arts 
Janice K rochm al, K indergarten 
Bryan A. Lakatos, Latin 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t. Bus. Mgr.
Yolanda Lyon, M .S. Science 
Laura S. M ack, U.S. Principal 
Douglas M ainard, Psychologist/Couns. 
D ennis R . M anning , M aintenance
Supervisor;Trans. C oordinator 
Y vonne M artin , Fifth Grade 
K athleen B. M ecoli, Ph.D., L.S. Principal 
Pam Miller, P.E. and H ealth 
Salam M uhtadie, French K -6 
R h o n d a  L. M um aw , First Grade 
C arol Myers, C om pute rs 
R ebecca J. N ienaber, First Grade 
M artha E. O ’D ell, E .C . D irector 
Julie E. Paul, Early C h ildhood 
M artha E. O ’D ell, Early C hildhood Dir. 
Julie E. Paul, Early C hildhood 
Judith  Payne, E x tended  Day 
Marci Perthes, E xtended  Day 
Suzanne M. Powell, Early C hildhood 
Kathryn H . P riest,T h ird  Grade 
Jaim e Ranly, E xtended  Day 
C arolyn R athw eg , Skills Specialist 
Charles E. R eed , M aintenance 
C hristian A. R e id , U.S. English 
Karen L. R in n , M .S. English; Skills 
V incent J. R o m e o , D ean o f  Junior Class;
C hair, English 
Kate Ross, R ecep tion ist, Sec’y to  A.D. 
Susan R u d d , Phys. Ed.
Linda B. Shaver, T hird  Grade 
M asum i Snyder, E xtended Day 
Gabriela L. Sparks, Spanish 
G lenn V. Squiers, Social Science 
R alph  Suiter, Physics, C om puters 
Shannon F.Tully, K indergarten 
A nne W alsh-W elp, C ounselor 
Angel Lynn W atts, Early C hildhood 
Darby Wehrley, E xtended  Day 
Lyn M .W eyrich , Early C hildhood 
M ary W hittem ore , English 
Alisa W orkm an, Early C hildhood 
M arna Young, D ir. o f  D ev ./ C om m .
B o ard  o fT ru s te e s  1999
N icholas E. Subashi, President 
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D .,V ice President 
C h u ck  Castle, Secretary 
K enneth N u tter, Treasurer 
Linda C leveland, M einber-at-Large 
Julia H obart, M em ber-at-L arge 
T ina Lofino, M em ber-at-L arge 
Rev. D aryl W ard, M em ber-at-Large 
Linda Haines, Parents’ Association 
A nice J. Ervin 
John  Ey
Rev. Joseph G oe tz  
R en ee  H andel 
R o b ert James 
Susan Katz
Patricia S. M cD onald 
Sue K. M cD onnell 
Ian Millar
Liz G rant Schroeder 
Basel Yanes, M.D.
F acu lty  a n d  S ta ff  1999
Joy Barnett, Athletic Dir., Chair, P.E. 
K athleen B echert, Early C hildhood 
Lee A nn Belshe, M cD onald s 
Ashwi Birdi,, Ph.D., Science 
Kristen Bowling, Extended Day 
T hom as G. Brereton, Headmaster,
C ollege C ounselor 
Karyl B right, Dir. o f  Admissions 
Brian Brogan, L.S. Science 
A nne Brooks, L.S. Art 
Elizabeth Bruner, M.S. English 
Susan L. Buck, First Grade 
Peter H . C am m , N in th  Gr. Dean, French 
Janet M . Carlson, Secretary 
R o b ert E. Carm ack, Ass’t. Development 
D ir./Special Projects 
C arolyn J. Christy, Early Childhood 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
M ichael E. Colem an, M.S. Science 
Jam es C olem an, Custodian 
C h erie  Craig, L.S. Librarian 
B ryan M . C zarnota, Science, M ath 
W .C. D ickerson, Extended Day 
Lillian Dillard, Bus Driver 
Jen  D oenges, Extended Day 
R o b erta  A. D onaldson, Business Mgr. 
Karen E. D unson, Social Science 
Tricia Edwards, Music 
Tana M . Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Janice A. Elswick, School Nurse 
N ancy C . Etter, L.S. Music 
Sherry  A. Farmer, T hird  Grade 
M aria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
R o b ert Flavin, M ath 
Janet P. Fleischauer, R eading Specialist 
M arty Garges, M.S. Science 
R o b  Gartzka, M.S. Art 
Sandy G eiger, M.S. M ath 
Jennifer J. George, Second Grade 
W illiam  I. Glisson, M.S. Social Science 
Jane Z . Gorsky, Librarian 
Jonathan  W. Graetz, M ath 
A nne G riffith, U.S. Science 
Jud ith  G uenther-A dam s, Dev. Ass’t. 
K im berly J. G unlock, Early Childhood 
K aren L. Haas, M.S. French 
D avid H ague, M.S. Principal 
Jud ith  H aines, Speech, Lang. Pathology 
Sandra K. H artm an, Fourth Grade 
C ynth ia H attan, P.E.
R ita  H eckm ann, Secretary to  U.S.
Principal;W ord Processing 
Erica H ering , Extended Day 
Kay H etzer, R eading Spec.
Barbara Hughes, Early Childhood 
Bruce E. H untsbarger, Fifth Grade 
G loria T. H urw itz, Dev. C oordinator 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Sciences 
N ancy Jackson, Fourth Grade 
M aureen Kaiser, Extended Day 
C hristine Kambas, Sec’y to Headmaster, 
A.D., & M.S. Principal 
Ellen M . Kay, Spanish 
D ale K overm an, Maintenance 
Linda P. Kretzler, Chair, Fine Arts 
Janice K rochm al, K indergarten 
B ryan A. Lakatos, Latin 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t to  Bus. Mgr. 
Yolanda Lyon, M.S. Science 
Laura S. M ack, U.S. Principal 
Douglas M ainard, Psychologist/Couns. 
D ennis R . M anning, M aintenance 
Supervisor; Trans. C oordinator
Y vonne M artin, Fifth Grade 
Jam es M atthew s, Custodian 
Jessica M eckstroth, Extended Day 
K athleen B. M ecoli, Ph.D., L.S. Principal 
N ancy  R . M ilam, Psy.D, Psychologist 
Pam Miller, P.E. and Health 
Salam M uhtadie, French K-6 
C aro l Myers, C om puters 
R ebecca  J. N ienaber, First G rade 
Julie E. Paul, Early C hildhood 
Ju d ith  K. Payne, Extended Day 
Stephen  J. Popa, U.S. C ho ir 
Suzanne M . Powell, Early C hildhood 
K athryn  H. P riest,Third G rade 
Jaim e Ranly, Extended Day 
C aro lyn  R athw eg, Skills Specialist 
C harles E. R eed , M aintenance 
C hristian  A. R eid , U.S. English 
K aren L. R in n , M.S. English; Skills 
V incen t J. R om eo , Dean o f  Jun io r Class;
C hair, English 
K ate Ross, Receptionist, Sec’y to  A.D. 
Susan R u d d , Phys. Ed.
L inda B. Shaver, Third Grade 
G abriela L. Sparks, Spanish 
G lenn  V. Squiers, Social Science 
R alp h  Suiter, Physics, C om puters 
Sam uel W agner, V, Dir. Coll. Couns. 
N ico le  Wassler, Extended Day 
A nne W alsh-Welp, C ounselor 
Angel Lynn Watts, Early C hildhood 
D arby Wehrley, Extended Day 
Suzanne W eimer, Early C hildhood 
Lyn M .W eyrich, Early C hildhood 
M ary  W hittem ore, English 
Alisa W orkm an, Early C hildhood 
M arna  Young, Dir. o f  D ev./C om m .
B o a rd  o fT ru s te e s  2000
N icholas E. Subashi, President 
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D.,Vice President 
C h u c k  Castle, Secretary 
K enneth  Nutter,T reasurer 
Linda C leveland, M em ber-at-Large 
Julia H obart, M em ber-at-Large 
T in a  Lofino M em ber-at-Large 
Rev. Daryl Ward, M ember-at-Large 
Peggy Adam, Parents’ Assoc.
C aro lyn  Chisano 
Jam es Clift 
Jo h n  Ey
D anie l G erm an, D.D.S.
T h e  R ev. Joseph Goetz 
R e n e e  H andel 
R o b e r t  James 
Susan Katz 
Patricia S. M cD onald 
Sue K. M cD onnell 
lan M illar 
B u rt Saidel, D.D.S.
Liz G ran t Schroeder 
Basel Yanes, M.D.
F acu lty  a n d  S taff 2000
Joy  B arnett, Athletic Dir., C hair, P.E. 
K ath leen  B echert, Early C hildhood 
Lee A nn  Belshe, M cD onald’s 
A shw i Birdi,, Ph.D., Science 
T hom as G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
C ollege C ounselor 
B renna Bretscher, M.S. P.E.
Karyl B right, Dir. o f  Admissions 
B rian  Brogan, L.S. Science 
A n n e Brooks, L.S. Art 
Elizabeth B runer, M.S. English 
Susan L. Buck, First Grade 
P eter H . C am m , N in th  Grade Dean, 
French 
Jan e t M . Carlson, Secretary 
R o b e r t  E. Carm ack, Ass’t. Developm ent 
D ir./Special Projects
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M ario Carrillo, Counselor, Coach 
Carolyn J. Christy, Early Childhood 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., English 
M ichael E. Colem an, M.S. Science 
James Colem an, Custodian 
Tondia Corneille, Custodian 
C herie Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M. C zarnota, Science, M ath 
W .C. D ickerson, Extended Day 
M arlene Dillavou, U.S. M ath 
Jen  Doenges, Extended Day 
R oberta  A. Donaldson, Business Mgr. 
Kelly Eagan, Extended Day 
Tana M . Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Janice A. Elswick, School Nurse 
Marsha Enterline, Dir. Instr. Music 
Sherry A. Farm er,Third Grade 
M aria Ferraro, D ean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, M ath 
R o b ert Flavin, M ath 
R o b  Gartzka, xM.S. Art 
Jennifer J. George, Second Grade 
W illiam I. Glisson, M.S. Social Science 
Jane Z. Gorsky, Librarian 
Jonathan W. Graetz, M ath 
Lakshmi Grandhi, E .C ./K ndgarten 
A nne Griffith, U.S. Science 
Judith  Guenther-A dam s, Dev. Ass’t. 
K imberly J. G unlock, Early Childhood 
Karen L. Haas, M.S. French 
D avid Hague, .M.S. Principal 
Judith  Haines, Speech, Lang. Pathology 
Karen J. Hardey, M.S. French 
Sandra K. H artm an, Fourth Grade 
C ynthia H attan, P.E.
R ita  H eckm ann, Secretary to U.S.
Principal;W ord Processing 
Kay H etzer, Reading Spec.
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
Gloria T. H urw itz, Dev. Coordinator 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Sciences 
N ancy Jackson, Fourth Grade 
M aureen Kaiser, Extended Day 
C hristine Kambas, Sec’y to Headmaster,
A .D ..&  M.S. Principal 
R ebecca Kessler, M.S. Math 
Kevin Klose, Dir. o f  Dev.
C indy Knight, U.S. Soc. Sci.
Linda P. Kretzler, Chair, Fine Arts 
Janice Krochmal, Kindergarten 
Abby Kroth, Extended Day 
M aria Kruse, Extended Day 
Bryan A. Lakatos, Latin 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t. Bus. Mgr.
Yolanda Lyon, M.S. Science 
D ennis R . M anning, Maintenance 
Supervisor;Trans. Coordinator 
Y vonne M artin, Fourth Grade 
Kathleen B. M ecoli, Ph.D., L.S. Principal 
N ancy R . M ilam, Psy.D, Psychologist 
Joan M. Miller, R eception, Sec’y to A.D. 
Salam M uhtadie, French K-6 
Carol Myers, C om puters 
R ebecca J. N ienaber, L.S. Perf. Arts 
Jennifer Nevius, Extended Day 
Julie E. Paul, Kindergarten 
Judith  K. Payne, Extended Day 
Stephen J. Popa, U.S. C hoir 
Suzanne M. Powell, Early C hildhood 
K athryn H . Priest, Third Grade 
Carolyn R athw eg, Skills Specialist 
M aureen R edm ond, M.S., U.S. Spanish 
Charles E. R eed , Maintenance 
Christian A. R eid , U.S. English 
Pia R inkle, Kndgtn, L.S. Spanish 
Karen L. R in n , M.S. English; Skills 
V incent J. R om eo, Dean o f  Junior Class;
Chair, English 
Linda B. Shaver,Third Grade 
D ebbie Shear, L.S.Technology 
Gabriela L. Sparks, Spanish
Glenn V. Squiers, Social Science 
Ralph Suiter, Physics, C om puters 
ShannonTully, L.S. P.E.
Samuel WagnerV, Interim  U.S. Prin.,
Dir. College Counseling.
Nicole Wassler, E xtended Day 
Anne Knight Weber, U.S. English 
A nne Walsh-Welp, Counselor 
Angel Lynn Watts, Early C hildhood 
Suzanne Weimer, Early C hildhood 
Lyn M. Weyrich, Early C hildhood 
M ary W hittem ore, English 
Samuel N. W inston,Jr., M.S. C ho ir 
Alisa Workman, Early C hildhood
B oard  o fT ru s te es  2001
Nicholas E. Subashi, President 
Michael J. Cleary', Ph.D.,Vice President 
C huck Castle, Secretary 
James Clift, Treasurer 
Linda Cleveland, M em ber-at-Large 
Julia D. H obart, M em ber-at-Large 
Tina Lofino M em ber-at-Large 
Rev. Daryl Ward, M ember-at-Large 
Peggy Adam, Parents’ Assoc.




John  W. Ey
Daniel G erm an, D.D.S.
R enee Handel 
Susan Katz 
Ian Millar 
Gary R oan 
B urt Saidel, D.D.S.
Liz Grant Schroeder 
Basel Yanes, M.D.
Faculty  and  S ta ff  2001
M elvin G. A rnold, N etw ork Admin. 
Kathleen Bechert, Early Childhood 
Lee Ann Belshe, M cD onald’s 
Ashwi Birdi, Ph.D., Science 
Thom as G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
College C ounselor 
Brenna Bretscher, M.S. P.E.
Karyl Bright, Dir. o f  Admissions 
Elizabeth Bruner, M.S. English 
Susan L. Buck, First Grade 
Peter H. Cam m , N in th  Grade Dean, 
French
Dana Carlson, Extended Day 
Janet M. Carlson, Secretary 
R o b ert E. Carm ack, Ass’t. D evelopm ent 
Dir./Special Projects 
M ario Carrillo, C ounselor, Coach 
Carolyn J. Christy, Early Childhood 
C hristine Clayton, Extended Day 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., U.S. English 
M ichael E. Colem an, M.S. Science 
James Colem an, Custodian 
C herie Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M. Czarnota, Science, M ath 
Patricia A DeLotell, Fifth Grade 
W. Chris Dickerson, Extended Day 
M arlene Dillavou, U.S. M ath 
R oberta A. Donaldson, Business Mgr. 
Tondia Dossett, Custodian 
Kelly Eagan, Extended Day 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Lucy Ekbert, Extended Day 
Janice A. Elswick, School N urse 
Marsha Enterline, Dir. Instr. Music 
Sherry A. Farm er,Third Grade 
M aria Ferraro, D ean o f  Sophomore 
Class; Chair, M^th 
R o b ert Flavin, M ath 
R o b  Gartzka, M.S. Art 
Jennifer J. George, Second Grade 
Joe Gillivan, Maintenance
W illiam I. Glisson, M.S. Social Science 
Jane Z. Gorsky, Librarian 
Jonathan W. Graetz, M ath 
Lakshmi Grandhi, E .C ./K ndgarten 
A nne Griffith, U.S. Science 
John  W. Griffith, Ph.D., U.S. Prin.;
English; College 
Jen  Grothouse, Extended Day 
Kimberly J. Gunlock, Early Childhood 
Judith  Haines, Speech, Lang. Pathology 
Karen J. Hartley, M.S. French 
Sandra K. Hartman, Fourth Grade 
C ynthia Hattan, P.E.
R ita H eckm ann, Secretary to  U.S.
Principal;W ord Processing 
Kay Hetzer, R eading Spec.
Constance J. Howard, Kindergarten 
Bruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
Gloria T. Hurwitz, Dev. Coordinator 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Sciences 
K athie Johnson, L.S.Visual Arts 
M aureen Kaiser, Extended Day 
C hristine Kambas, Sec’y to  Headmaster,
A.D., & M.S. Principal 
R ebecca Kessler, M.S. M ath 
Kevin Klose, Dir. o f  Dev.
C indy Knight, U.S. Soc. Sci.
Linda P. Kretzler, Chair, Fine Arts 
A nn Krieger, M cD onald’s 
Janice Krochmal, K indergarten 
Bryan A. Lakatos, Latin 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t. Bus. Mgr.
B. Benjam in Lowry, U.S. English 
Yolanda Lyon, M.S. Science 
B ob M adden, Athletic Coord.
D ennis R . M anning, M aintenance
Supervisor; Trans. Coordinator 
Y vonne M artin, Fourth Grade 
K athleen B. M ecoli, Ph.D., L.S. Principal 
N ancy  R . Milam, Psy.D., Psychologist 
Kati Lynn Miser, Fifth Grade 
Salam M uhtadie, French K-6 
Carol Myers, Computers 
R ebecca J. N ienaber, L.S. Perf. Arts 
Melissa Nielsen, Business Ofc.
M atthew  T. Pasquinilli, L.S. P.E.
Julie E. Paul, Kindergarten 
Judith  K. Payne, Extended Day 
Suzanne M. Powell, Early Childhood 
K athryn H . Priest, Third Grade 
C arolyn Rathw eg, Skills Specialist 
M aureen R edm ond, M.S., U.S. Spanish 
Charles E. R eed , Maintenance 
Karen L. R inn , M.S. English; Skills 
V incent J. R om eo, Dean o f  Junior Class;
Chair, English 
Linda B. Shaver,Third Grade 
D ebbie Shear, L.S.Technology 
M ichelle Sipe, M.S. Geography 
Pam Skidmore, R eception; Sec’y to A.D. 
Gabriela L. Sparks, Spanish 
G lenn  V. Squiers, Social Science 
Peggy Steinberg, Alumni Coord.
R alph  Suiter, Physics, Computers 
Allison W agner, Dev. Ofc. Ass’t 
Samuel W agner V, Eng., Dir. Coll. Couns. 
C h u ck  Wamsley, L.S. Visual Arts 
N icole Wassler, Extended Day 
A nne Knight Weber, U.S. English 
Angel Lynn Watts, Early Childhood 
Kelly W eidner, Extended Day 
Suzanne W eimer, Early Childhood 
Lyn M . W eyrich, Early Childhood 
Samuel N. W inston,Jr., M.S. Choir 
Alisa W orkm an, Early Childhood
B o ard  o fT ru s te es  2002
N icholas E. Subashi, President 
Susan Katz,Vice President 
M ichael J. Cleary, Ph.D., Secretary 
Jam es C lift, Treasurer
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Linda Cleveland, Member-at-Large 
John Ey, M em ber-at-Large 
Julia 1). Hobart, M ember-at-Large 
T ina Lofino M ember-at-Large
C. Patrick Carroll, M.D.
Kelly Caughey 
R en ee  Handel 
M arvin N ephew  
Gary R oan 
C hristy  Rose 
B urt Saidel, D.D.S.
Liz G rant Schroeder 
Sam Staley, Ph.D.
Tracy Williams, Parents’Assoc.
F acu lty  and  S taff 2002
M elvin G. A rnold, Netw ork Admin. 
K athleen Bechert, Early Childhood 
Lee A nn Belshe, M cD onald’s 
Ashwi Birdi,, Ph.D., Science 
Jessica Bishop, Extended Day 
Katie Boyd, Extended Day 
T hom as G. Brereton, Headmaster, 
College Counselor 
Brenna Bretscher, M.S. P.E.
Karyl Bright, Dir. o f  Admissions 
C indy  Brooks, P.E., Health 
Peter H . C am m , N in th  Grade Dean, 
French
K aoru Carlisle, Extended Day 
Janet M. Carlson, Secretary 
R o b e rt E. Carm ack, Ass’t. Development 
Dir./Special Projects 
M ario  Carrillo, Counselor, Coach 
Kelli Carter, L.S. Science 
D enise C henow eth, Dev. Ofc. Ass’t 
Barbara A. Cleary, Ph.D., U.S. English 
M ichael E. Colem an, M.S. Science 
James Colem an, Custodian 
C h erie  Craig, L.S. Librarian 
Bryan M. Czarnota, Science, Math 
Patricia A DeLotell, Fifth Grade 
W. Chris Dickerson, Extended Day
M arlene Dillavou, U.S. M ath 
R oberta A. Donaldson, Business Mgr. 
Tondia Dossett, Custodian 
Kelly Eagan, Extended Day 
Tana M. Eikenbery, Social Studies 
Janice A. Elswick, School N urse 
Marsha Enterline, Dir. Instr. Music 
M aria Ferraro, Dean o f  Sophomore
Class; Chair, Math 
R o b ert Flavin, Math 
R o b  Gartzka, M.S., U.S. Art 
Jennifer J. George, Second Grade 
Grace Glass, Ph.D., U.S. English 
W illiam I. Glisson, M .S.Prin., Soc. Sci. 
Jane Z . Gorsky, Librarian 
Jonathan W. Graetz, M ath 
Lakshmi Grandhi, E .C ./K ndgarten 
A nne Griffith, U.S. Science 
John  W. Griffith, Ph.D., U.S. Prin.;
English; College Counseling 
Kimberly J. Gunlock, Early Childhood 
Judith  Haines, Speech, Lang. Pathology 
Karen J. Hardey, M.S. French 
Sandra K. H artm an, Fourth Grade 
R ita H eckm ann, Secretary to  U.S.
Principal;W ord Processing 
Kay Hetzer, R eading Spec.
Constance J. Howard, Kindergarten 
B ruce E. Huntsbarger, Fifth Grade 
Gloria T. H urw itz, Dev. Coordinator 
Frances E. Inbody, Chair, Social Science 
Jill Jacobs, Extended Day 
Lin Jenkins, Second Grade 
Kathie Johnson, L.S. Visual Arts 
C hristine Kambas, Sec’y to  Headmaster,
A.D., & M.S. Principal 
R ebecca Kessler, M.S. M ath 
Katrina Kittle, M.S. English 
Kevin Klose, Dir. o f  Dev.
C indy Knight, U.S. Soc. Sci.
Linda P. Kretzler, Chair, Fine Arts 
A nn Krieger, M cD onald’s 
Janice Krochmal, Kindergarten
Bryan A. Lakatos, Latin 
Alycia L. Lash, Ass’t to  Bus. Mgr.
B. Benjamin Lowry, U.S. English 
Yolanda Lyon, M.S. Science 
Bob M adden, Athletic Coord.
Patsy Mader, Extended Day 
Kelsey Madges, First Grade 
Jeffrey Madsen, Custodian 
Dennis R . M anning, M aintenance
Supervisor;Trans. Coordinator 
Yvonne M artin, Fourth Grade 
Kathleen B. M ecoli, Ph.D., L.S. Prin. 
N ancy R . M ilam, Psy.D., Psychologist 
Kati Lynn Miser, Fifth Grade 
Salam M uhtadie, French K-6 
Carol Myers, C om puters 
Rebecca J. N ienaber, L.S. Perf. Arts 
Melissa Nielsen, Business Ofc.
M atthew  T. Pasquinilli, L.S. P.E.
Julie E. Paul, K indergarten 
Judith  K. Payne, Extended Day 
Suzanne M. Powell, Early C hildhood 
Carolyn R athw eg, Skills Specialist 
M aureen R edm ond , M.S., U.S. Spanish 
Charles E. R eed , M aintenance 
Karen L. R inn , M.S. English; Skills 
V incent J. R om eo , D ean o f  Junior Class;
Chair, English 
Linda B. Shaver,Third Grade 
Debbie Shear, L.S.Technology 
Pam Skidmore, R eception; Sec’y to  A.D. 
Gabriela L. Sparks, Spanish 
G lenn V. Squiers, Social Science 
Peggy Steinberg, Alum ni C oord.
R alph Suiter, Physics, C om puters 
Allison Wagner, Dev. Ofc. Ass’t 
Samuel W agner V, Eng., Dir. Coll. Couns. 
Angel Lynn Watts, Early C hildhood 
Suzanne Weirner, Early C hildhood 
Lyn M .W eyrich, Early C hildhood 
Samuel N. W inston,Jr., U.S.,M.S. C h o ir 
Alisa W orkman, Early C hildhood
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A
A B etter Chance 177 
A Funny T hing H appened on the Way 
to the Forum  72 
A N ation  at Risk 162 
Academic Awards Program  180 
Acquilano, R ick 188 
Adler, Jay 82 
admissions 32
AFS Intercultural Program  77 ,178  
all-school sing 173 
Allen, Scott 60 
Ailing, G reg 95
Ailing, D uncan 56, 83, 93, 95, 141, 144
Ailing, D uncan and C ynthia 125
Ailing, Elizabeth 95
A rnovitz, M att 91
Arnovitz, Scott 72 ,7 3 , 82
Ashjian, Ken 114
ASSIST 77
Assuring Excellence 183 
athletics 189 
A w a, R ajitha 154
B
Babicki,Jarek 184
B ahr,Jim  90
Bailey, Steve 90
Baines, Allison 185, 189
Baines, A nn 147
Baines, Jo h n  167
Ballal, R ahu l 103
Baneijee, Neela 163
Barber, M att 163
Barnard, N ick 153
Barnett, Joy 160, 176
barracks 2 ,2 9
baseball 186
basketball 37 ,186
basketball tournam ent 187
Batata, Sara 72
Batdorf,Jenny 6 5 ,66
Beall, B ob 86
Beasley, Meliss 167
Beaty, D anny 75 ,1 5 3 ,1 7 7
Bedford, Bruce 146
Bedford Family Scholarship 180
Bedford, Julie 37
Bedford, Susan 157
Belshe, Lee Ann 150
B enedict, Barbara 1
Bentz, B ob 73




Bethke, D ede and D ick 179
Bethke, Steven 179




B loom , Amy 84
B loom , Steve 60 ,72 , 73
Blue M oons 56,151
Board o f  Z oning Appeals 125,175
boarders 9
Bolling, V incent and Elena 38
B oonshoft M useum  o f  Discovery 155
B orchers, William L 114
B orden, R ita  138
Bordinat, Philip 34
Bowers, D ottie 90
Boyles,Jack 79
Bradford, Susan 180
Bramlish, R ichard 8 6 ,92
Braunlin, Susan 183
Breen, B ob 84,91
Brereton,Tom  53, 56, 6 7 ,8 0 ,9 1 ,9 6 ,9 7 , 
123,136, 1 3 7 ,142 ,143 ,145 ,148 ,151 , 
1 5 7 ,1 6 0 ,1 6 2 ,1 6 3 ,1 6 7 ,1 6 8 ,1 7 1 ,1 7 3 , 
174,178, 179,180, 190
Brereton,Tom  and Amy 125,136, 191
Bretscher, Brenna 170
Bridge, Charles S. 33, 125
Bright, D arrin  187
Bright, Karyl 7 4 ,1 6 0
Brogan, Brian 155,180
Brooks, A nne 159,183
Brown, Barbara 34,41
Brown, Leslie 72
Buckeye M etro League 188
Buiter, Juliette 189
Bull,Jock 84
Bulletin, T he 84, 97 ,139 , 157 
Burger, M att 77 
Burnap, David 120 
Butke, Marla 173,181, 182 
Byrd, Angela 37
c
Calvin, M alena 120
Camm, Peter 145 ,157 ,178
Campbell, C laude 55
capital campaign, 173
Cappel, N ina 37
Carmack, Bob 176
Carr, Sue 154
Carrillo, M ario 189
Carroll, C. Patrick, M D  137,157
Carroll, Pat 157
Castle, C huck 176
Castle, Erin 167
Cat in the H at Day 57
Cawley, Lisa 185




Chapm an, Scott 17
Chelle, Karen 169
Chelle, Pam 182
Chelle, R o b ert 103,167
Chenow eth, Denise 160
Chiang, Ku 182
choir 182
Christy, Carolyn 161 
Clark, Dawn 67 
class size 138
Cleary, Barbara 6 4 ,6 7 ,7 1 ,8 0 , 145, 178, 
179
Cleary, Dennis 167
Cleary, M att 186
Cleary, M ichael J. 148,186
Cleary,Tim 7 5 ,1 8 6
coaching 164
Coleman, M ike 188
college counseling 165
college preparatory 28




Comm onw eal 3 6 ,4 4 ,5 1
Com m unity C ouncil 60
com m unity cultivation luncheons 144
Com m unity service 145
compensation 143, 147, 148, 149, 164
C om pton, Alex 103




Continuing the Legacy 172
convocation 173
Coombs, R o b ert 159,175
Cooper, Bentley 103
core values 141
Cowan, Keta 75 %
Craig, C herie 122 
Crane, Lisi 72 
Cum  Laude Society 71 
Cummings, Annabelle 40, 45, 48, 56, 62, 
63, 64, 67, 71, 77, 97, 99, 146,180, 199
C um m ings, F. Jean 40 
C uthbertson , G inny 56 
C zarnota, Bryan 67 ,186  
Czarnota, David 103
D
Davis, Claudia 67 
Davis, R oy  5 7 ,6 0 ,6 8 ,8 0 ,8 2  
Day, G eorge 111 
Day, K ate 37
Dayton Bar Association 80 
D ayton Private School, Inc. 5 ,7  
deficits 18 
Demaree, Steve 99 
D enm ark, Bailey 154 
Descours, H enriette 89 
D ieruf, David 70 
Dietz, Kathy 6 7 ,7 3 ,7 8  
Diggs, M att 167 
Diggs, M atthew  O.Jr. 143,147 
D im iijian, Charles 156 
diversity 61 ,176  
Diversity C ouncil 177 
D onaldson, R oberta 160 
D onat, M aria 118 
D onenfeld, Andrea 63, 158 
D onenfeld, R ichard 55 
D ourle t, A nn 55 ,73  
D ourlet, E rnie and Jan 180 
D ourle t,John  77,91 
D ram a 72 
dress 11
dress code 51,169 
Duell, Amy 71 ,78  
Duell, Kitty 40, 48 
Duff, R andy 188 
Duff, R ichard 159,172
E
Ebeling, M ark 50 
E conoinou, Michael 112 
Edgington, Paul 33 
Eikenbery, Bret 182 
Eikenbery, Tana 158 
Eisugakkan 179 
Elbaum , D an 85 
Elbaum , M artha 73,181 
Eliffitz, Jam ie 154 
Ellenbogen, Andy 124 
E lm er,Tom  5 6 ,6 7 ,6 8 ,6 9 ,7 3 ,7 5 ,8 4 ,9 2 , 
123 ,159 ,1 6 0 ,1 6 5 ,1 6 7 ,1 6 8 ,1 8 1  
Elmer, Tom and Pam 67 
Elm er,Tom m y 185 
enrollm ent 139, 140,176 
Enterline, Claire 153 
Enterline, Sarah 173, 181, 200 
Enz, Lauren 188 
Ervin, Anice 151 
Ervin, K athryn 148 
Etter, N ancy 116 ,122 ,161 ,182  
Evans, B art 89 
Evans, C hris 37 
Evans, Lisa 154 
extracurricular activities 164
F
Fagen, Seth 55, 63
Fatherley, R o b ert 4 9 ,5 2 ,6 5 ,6 7 ,7 1 ,7 3 , 
8 9 ,9 2 ,9 6 ,9 7 ,1 2 5 ,6 2  
Fatherley, Julie 125 
Feeney, Jeanne 60, 82 
Feeney, Kelly 73 
Ferguson, David 37 
Ferraro, M aria 53, 5 9 ,6 7 ,7 1 ,7 3 ,1 8 5 , 
187,188 
financial aid 27, 151, 180 
financial status 18 
flagpole 25 
Flavin, B ob 38 
food service 149 
Fox, Bill 160 
Frame, Russell 72
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Franklin, Anita 53,68 
Franklin, M ichiko 37 
Fraze, M ichelle 103 
Friedm an, Beth 30 
Frisby, Scott 155 
Fryburg, Kendra 103 
Frydm an, R enate  67 
Fuhrer, Amelia 149,167 
Fuhrer, N ick 103 
Fujaw a,Judy 74 
Fullenkam p, R ic k  90 
fundraising 152, 174
G
G andhi, A m it 103 
G ardner, Fifi 8 
G arre tt, Bill 90
G artner, Burdick, Bauer and Nilsen 33 
G artzka, R o b  174,183 
G eiger, R ose 5 8 ,6 5 ,6 6  
gender studies 144
GeofFrion, M oira M arti 6 ,1 3 , 21, 26, 27
G eoroff, T im  153
G erould , Phelps 82
G ibson , D onna 56
Glickfield, Chelsea 157
Glisson, Amy 103
Glisson, Bill 53, 67, 88, 89, 97, 103, 118, 
1 5 6 ,1 5 9 ,1 6 0 , 170,188 
Glisson, Billy 156, 184 
G lobal Awareness Day 150, 179 
goals 172 
G oldm an, B eth  85 
G ord o n , C ook ie  56, 6 0 ,6 7  
Gorsky, Jane 146 
G ou ld , Kathy 37
G ould , Susannah 10, 57, 58, 59, 67
G PA  167
grading  166
graduation 6 5 ,1 2 9 ,1 6 7
G raetz,Jon  176, 178
G ran t, Elizabeth 37
G ran t, R ick  and M imi 62, 114
G reen ,Je ff 7 3 ,7 5
G reen , M eg 160
G reen , Mr. and  Mrs. Jo h n  B. 114
G riffith , A nne 170
G riffith ,John  146,160
G rim es, A aron 63 ,158
groundbreaking  3 0 ,33
G uiao, Lydia 100
G unlock , Bill and Sandy 172
G unlock , B rad 103
G unlock , M att 182
G unlock , Sandy 172
G urney, Sheldon 120
G utm ann , B ren t 63, 158
G utm ann ,Jay  6 3 ,6 5 ,1 5 8
H
H ague, Caitlin 159 
H ague, D avid 159 
H ague, K risten 159 
H aklik , C hip  55, 199 
H am ilton , A aron 183 
handbells 181 
H andelm an, Gilian 73 
H ann ing , Jill 153, 168 
H ark ins,John  60 
H arshbarger, Jo h n  111 
H a rt, Peter 37 
H attan , Evan 189 
Hawley, M ac 54 
Hawley, R ic k  162 
H ayde, B rian 118 
Hayes, Marissa 156 
H ayot, Pat 162 
health  team  170 
H eckm ann , R ita  118 ,161 
H eise ,Joris 114 
H eller, Betty 57
H enderson, Debbie 97 
H ere and N ow : Building the Future o f 
MVS 173 
H errlinger, M ark 37 
Heuser, M ary 67 ,161 ,171  
high school program  25 
Hillstrom, C arl 178 
Him m ell, M ichelle 111 
Hinds, C onrad  49 
H obart, Julia 57 ,75 , 89 
H obart, Julia and W illiam  180 
H obart, K atherine 69 
H obart, Lydia 5 0 ,5 7 ,7 2 , 82 ,84 ,111  
H obart, R achel 72, 78 
H obart, W illiam 93 
Hodell, Shannon 90 
Hollister family 181 
Hollister,Jean 85,181 
Hollister Scholars 86 
H orenstein, Joel 156 
H orner, Tony 16 
H ouk, G eorge 168 
H uber, Lloyd 150,187 
H uber, T hom as 187 
H uffm an,Tony 2 ,1 0 ,1 3 ,1 5 ,1 6 ,2 1  
Hughes, Betsy 9 ,1 0 , 28, 30, 42, 52, 64, 
6 7 ,7 1 ,8 0 ,1 6 1 ,1 6 6 ,1 6 8  
H ughes, Brad 153 
Hughes, N ancy  25, 33
I
Im m ersion 2 ,5 3 ,6 8 ,7 8 ,1 3 3 ,1 4 9 ,1 5 7 , 
178,185 
Inbody, Fran 9 9 ,179  
Independent School M anagem ent 138 
Isaacson,Jan 5 3 ,7 4 ,1 0 9 ,1 1 2  
Isaacson,Julie 50 
ISACS 6 2 ,1 4 2 ,1 6 0  
ISACS Journal 80
J
Jackson, G ene 189 
Jackson, N ancy 154, 155,156,161 
Jackson, Sharyn 6 7 ,8 1 ,8 7 ,8 9 ,9 0 ,1 1 4 , 
122,123, 177, 179 
Janney, Allison 7 2 ,7 3 ,7 8  
Janney, Hal 5 5 ,73  
Janney, M acy 89 
Jenkins, M arlena 103 
Jenks, D o u g  1 6 ,1 7 ,2 7 ,3 1 ,9 0  
Jolsen, Julie 114 
Jones, B ruce 88, 89 
Jones, D avid 90 
Jones, Russell 186 
Jones, Shawn 186
Julia H obart Early C h ildhood Program 
75
Jum p, Stephanie 112 
Jun io r A chievem ent 59
K
Kaplan, A ndrew  199 
Katz, B en 157 
Katz, Susan 195 
Kay, D ebbie 155 
Kay, Ellen 161 
Kerr, R o b  72 
K err,Tw yliah 60 
Kidwell, D onald  60 
Kilcoyne, Tom  162 
Kiser, Linda 56 
Kittredge, Claire & Harvey 7 
K ittredge,John 7 
Klein, Pam 51, 66 
Klingenstein P rogram  145 
Knapke, D ebb ie 138,155 
K night, C in d y  176 
Kopp, K ristin 52
Krahling, F lorence 52, 59, 63 ,64 ,67 ,75 , 
80, 161, 177 
Kretzler, C hris 179 
Kretzler, G ary 179
Kretzler, Linda 5 5 ,6 7 ,1 6 0 , 178,179, 
183
Kretzler, M adison 179 
K rivian, Alexis 154 
Kum ar, Vanita 149, 167 
K untz,Jayne 56 
K untz, Lee 55 
K untz, M artha 55 
K untz, M artha and Lee 53 




Lacouture, Paul 33 ,125
Ladd, Carolyn 74
Lake Forest Academy 24
Lane, Shirley 67, 86
Lee, D ynero 153,176
Lewis, Walker and Em ily 2
Lewis, Betsy 72, 81
Lewis, Emily 21
Lewis, Josh 185




Lindblade, Eric N. 34
Liu, M anan 178
Lofino family 183,184
Lofino Family Athletic C e n te r 190
Lofino, M ichael and T ina 180
Lofino, Shelly 162
logo 25
long-range planning 132 
Lowry, Benjy 145,161 
Lyons, Gary 89, 90
M
M acD onald, Scott 37
M acGuire, M ichael 37
M ack, D abney 51
M ack, Laura 159, 160
M adden, Bob 160, 188
M ahajan.Varun 159
Mahoney, H elen 72
M ahoney,Jean 1 6 ,2 1 ,3 8 ,4 2 ,4 5
M ahoney, M artha 29
Malarkey, D aniel 141 ,188
M ann, Alex 146
M ann, Kristin 156
M anning, D ennis 67, 175
M antero ,T had  103
M arcotullio, C inzia 77
M argolis, C athy 72
M argolis, Em ily 156
M argolis, John  156
m arketing 143
M arks,Judi 60
M arks, Susie 60
M arti 3 ,15
M arti, Dr. F ritz 9 ,1 9
M arti Farm -H om e School 3
M arti, G ertrude 8 ,1 9 ,2 7
M arti School 2 ,3 0 , 34, 49, 50, 61
M artin  Luther K ing 177
Massie, Susan 54, 72, 73, 78
M azer, D avid 111
Mazza C entennial C o llec tion  184
M e Aulay, Alex 167
M cC aslin ,John  98
M cC lure, Kisha 167
M cCluskey, Leila 47, 55, 58, 6 8 ,102
M cC onnaughey, Frederick R . 114
M cC onnaughey, M andy 70
M cCoy, Hal .87
M cD onald, Scott 111
M cD onalds 150
M cD ow ell, Sheona 116
M cG uire, R ay  6 0 ,1 1 1 ,1 5 7
M cK elcan, C h ip  162
M ead 2 ,4 ,7 ,  15
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Mead, D exter 37 
M ead, Dudley 72 
M ead family 30 
M ead, M ary 4 ,6  
M ead, Mrs. G eorge H. 20, 100 
M ead, Mrs. H .T. 21 
M ead, Nelson 40 
M ead, N elson, Jr. 21, 29, 45 
Mead, R u th  15, 16, 19, 21, 40, 42, 45, 
48, 56 
M ead,W hit 8 
M ecoli, K athy 159 
M elgin,Jari 7 1 ,77  
M elnick, R o b in  80 
Meyer, H elen 149
M iam i Valley School Teachers' Ass'n 68
m iddle school 144, 146, 160, 172
M ilhon ,Je rry  10
Miller, C huck  90
Miller, M ark 7 2 .7 3
M illhon ,Jerry  3 0 ,35
M illhon,Julia 57
Mills, H arold 177
mission 96, 141
Mobley, Kathy 87
M odel U n ited  N ations 185
M oire, 85
M oore, Jim  103
M oran, Patrick 167,187
M organ, M ary 1, 39, 40, 43
M orris, Seth 156
Moss, Susan 72, 189
M others’ Association 38, 52, 57
M oyer,Jim  90
M unger R o ad  1, 7, 10, 28, 35
murals 113
M usic 182
M utersbaugh, Pat 160 
Myers, B obbie 67 
Myers, Brad 53, 85,91 
Myers, C raig 91 
M yers,Jacob 70
N
Nakfour, Alice 167 
National Forensics League 76 
neighborhood 174, 175 
N ixon, Kara 185 
N ixon, R ichard  47 
N utter, E rvin J. 170,171 
N utter, E rvin J. Science C enter 149, 
171 ,190  
N utter, Ken 147,173 
N utter, Z oe N ell 171
o
OAIS 162,164 
O akm an, M eg 72 
O ’Dell, D avid 5 6 ,6 0 ,6 7 ,7 8 ,9 0 ,9 1  
O ff  the M ap 147 
O ’Flanagan, Bill 67, 68, 70 
O h io  Arts C ouncil 159,174 
O hm er, Mi^sy 72 
O linger, Wallace 84 
Olinger.W allace & Florine 59 ,68 ,83 , 
84,161 
O liver 72
Olszewski, C hris 103 
O n c e U p o n  a Mattress 122,181 
O rff  instrum ents 182 
Overly, D onald  33
P
Parents’Association 38 ,67 ,142 ,151 , 
169, 190 
Parents M utual Pledge 169 
Park School 45 
Parrish, M ike 5 3 ,6 7 ,7 4 ,7 5  
Patterson H om estead 2 
Payne, Judy 144 
Payne,Ty 62
Pazitney, Teresa 184 
Peck, David 136 
Perkel, Dan 124,163 
Peters, Molly 103 
Peters, Vicky 182 
philosophy 83
Phloem  & Xylem  42, 51, 59, 65, 66, 77, 
79,163, 167, 185 
Piccirillo, M ary 59 
Pieplow, Aaron 37 
Pioneer School Day 154 
planning 32 
Plunkett , Charlie 50 
Plunkett, Florence 67 
Pope, Brian 82 
Poppa, Jordan 189 
Poppleton 9 
Poppleton,Joann 30 ,35  
Powell, Peter 187 
Powers, Stephanie 55 
Preisser, Evan 153 
Priest, Kathy 161 
Probst,Jeff 156 
Proctor, Tom 170 
proficiency testing 162 
Project Period 2 ,4 3
Q
Q uid N unc, 41 
Quigg, Q iana 103
R
raffle and auction 176 
R ahim i, Emily 103 
R ahim i, M andy 182 
Rahim i, M ary 142,151 
Ramsey, Sheila 177 
ranking 166 
Reck,W . Em erson 34 
R edm ond, M aureen 176 
R eid, Christian 145 
Reid, Nelson 169 
Reisner, Marc 13 
R em ick, Erni 14, 21 ,45  
Reveal, Greg 111 
R hee, R obin  68, 102,161 
Rice, Michael 76
Ridgew ood Independent School 34
R inn , Karen 114,122
R iordan.Jeff 119
Rodighiero, Linda 122
Roesch, Rev. R aym ond 33
Rogers,W anda 54
Rollins, Julie 42, 51, 52
R om eo,V in 64 ,67 , 90 ,91, 185,188
R om eo,V in III 187
Rose Campus 75
Rose, Stuart and Christy 75
R ougier, Phillipe 103
Rowley, Jim  179
R udd, Susan 75, 91, 161
R ueth , M arilyn 117
s
Sacerdote, John  56 ,79 , 88, 89 ,90 , 151
Sacerdote,John and Sigrid 53 ,67
Sadler, G ordon 8
Saidel, Alice 67
Saidel, Beth 111, 157
Saidel, Burt and Alice 181
Saidel, David 6 9 ,7 0 ,1 8 1 ,1 9 9
Sam pson,Jerry 6 7 ,1 14 ,180
Schneble, Jim m y 1
Schnipper, Karen 71
Scholastic Aptitude Test 163,167
school day 12
school song 173
Schwab, Doris 8 ,1 3
Schwartz, Karl 42
senior privileges 61 ,173
September 11 157
Sharyn Jackson Scholar 87
Shaw, Elizabeth 66 
Sherer, George 111 
Siddiqqi, Sami 185 
Siebenthaler, Alan 188 
Signom, Bob 176 
Signom, R ob 153 
Silverman, Bill 60 
Singla, M onica 156 
Singla, Neil 156 
Singla, N ina 156 
Singla, Prem  138,156 
Singla, R enu 156 
Skidmore, Stacy 17Q 
Slack, Betty 6 
Smith, Bill 44
Smith, Dale & Associates 183 
Smith, David 13,30 
Smith, Ellen 25 ,97 , 116, 159 
Smith, Mara 103
Smith, Pfeife 1 0 ,1 2 ,2 1 ,3 0 ,4 0 ,4 5 ,7 1
Smith, Pfeife and Fred 2 ,114





Southm inster Presbyterian C hurch 34 
Spayd, C hip 82,111 
Special Friends 114 
Speck, Q uinn  91 
Speight, Chad 155 
Spirit Week 184 
sports 164 
Sprengling, C u rt 64 
spring fair 56 
Spring Interest Week 68 
Spring Week 58 
Squiers, Glenn 145 
St. G eorge’s C hurch 19 
St. Paul’s Church 19 
Staley, Polly 56 
Staley, Sam 79 
Staub, Chris 71 
Staub, Nancy 56 
Stayman, Marc 79, 113 
Stayman, Pam 78 
Steck,June 188 
Steeber, James 157 
Stein, Lisa 37 
Stephenson,Jo 72 
Stern, H ank 72 
Sternal, R o n  54 
Stichter, Peggy 161 
strategic planning 28 
Stuart, Gordon 37 
Student Activities C enter 71, 82, 186 
student government 67 
Subashi, N ick 137 
Sum m er at MVS 144 
Surdyk, Bevin 182 
Suzanne and Basel Yanes Arts C enter 
190
Suzuki, R yoko 186 
Swabb, Doris 21 ,45
T
Tabrah, Holly 72 
Taft, R o b ert 33 
Taylor, R ichard 90 
technology 118 
tennis, 186 
Tennis Academy 90 
T he Fantasticks 73 
Thom as, Molly 182 
Thom as, Pearl 56 
Thom as, Tommy 37 
Thom pson, Phyllis C rane 48 
Thom sen, Jim  60, 66, 111 
Thurston, Pat 30 
Title 9 164 
Tozbikian, Gary 103
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traffic 175 
transportation 34 
Trcese, M att 170 
Truslow, Walter 87 
Truslow,Virginia 2 5 ,40 ,42  
Truslow, Walter 1 7 ,2 1 ,2 3 ,2 8 ,2 9 ,3 0 ,3 6 , 
3 9 ,4 0 ,4 3 ,4 4 ,4 5 ,4 9 , 54,133 
Truslow, Walter and Ginny 25 
trustee em eriti 146 
Tsai family 56,67 
Tsai, M ing Hao 67 
Tsai, M ing Tsi 67 
Tsai, Steven 67 
Tuition 19 
Turner, Anne 157 
Turner, Sean 111 
Tweedle, Brian 90
u
U nger, Lois 35 ,41 , 43 
uniform  52
v
Valley Vanguard 59,60 
Van Vleck, R ichard 119 ,139,142,143, 
149
Van Vleck, Jennifer 119,157 
VandenBoom ,John 90,181 
Vaughn, N oel 57, 58,60 
Verity, Jon 136,137,147 
Verity, Jon and Vicki 157 
Verity,Vicky 96 







Wallace, G eorge 47
Walther, Melissa 153
Washington Township 33, 66
Watkins, Sherri 37
Watts, Hadley 34
W eber, Fred 60
W eber, Judge H erm an 163
W eber, Stephanie 5 5 ,91 ,120
W einberg, Joan 11 ,12 ,19
W einberg, Leslie 55
W einer, Carol 67
W einer, R andy 90
W eizenbaum, Suzanne 37
Welty, G ordon 177
W endling,Jim  186,187
W eprin, Amy 103
W esttown Seminar on Teaching 145
W eyrich 154
W hite, David 55
W hite, Felton 59 ,72
W hite, T im  59
W hittem ore, M ary 145
W ilder, Ken 90
W ilkes, B ruce 73
W ilks,Talvin 6 0 ,7 3 ,7 5 ,7 7
Williams, Anne C. 86
W illiam s,Jeff 50
Williams, Joe 24, 42,63
W illiams,Joseph 4 9 ,86  
Williams, R o b ert 103 
Williford, Ken 165 
W ilson, Daresha 75 
W ilson, Lou A nn 97 
W ilson,Tom  7 1 ,7 5 ,8 9 ,1 4 5  
W ingm ead farm  28 
W inston, Sam 153,161 
Wolfsburg 170 
W ood, Steve 185 
W orld Trade C en te r 146 
W right, Tami 81 
W yan,Jean 35 
W yeth,Trip 8 
Wyse family 180
Y
Young, Carolyn 6 7 ,9 7 ,1 1 8  
Young, C raig 187 
Young, David 150,187 
Young, Larry 90 
Young, M arna 7 4 ,160  
You’re A G ood  M an, Charlie Brown 
122
z
Zaluski,Joe 3 8 ,5 6 ,6 7 ,7 4 ,8 8 ,9 6 ,1 5 7
Zoldak, Jim  54, 56, 67
Zorniger, Betsy 118
Zorniger, D on  118
Zorniger, Frank 6 5 ,118
Zorniger, Peter 118




Barbara A. Cleary has taught English at MVS since 
1972. She serves as editor o f  The Bulletin, the 
school’s newsletter, and has been advisor to the 
student newspaper, Phloem & Xylem, since 1984. 
She holds a Ph.D. in English from the University 
o f  Nebraska and an undergraduate degree from 
St. Mary College, and has taught students in seventh 
grade through college level English courses. In 
addition to the ju n io r year Am erican Literature 
sequence, she has taught Gender Studies, Literature 
o f  Protest and R ebellion, Expository W riting, 
W om en’s Studies, Post-Colonial Literature, Poetry, 
and Creative W riting  at MVS. She is co-author 
w ith  David P. Langford o f Orchestrating Learning 
with Quality, (1995) and w ith Sally J. D uncan o f  
Tools and Techniques to Inspire Classroom Learning 
(1997) and Thinking Tools for Kids (1999). Barbara’s 
poetry has been published in Hidden Springs Review 
and in Learning by Heart: Contemporary American 
Poems about School (Ed. Anderson and Hassler, 
University o f  Iowa Press, 1999).
school, like a tree, grows and changes over tim e, b u t its shape 
and po ten tial are identifiable from  its earliest days.
In this retrospective, you will recognize— som etim es w ith  am azem ent—  
early, som etim es even accidental, patterns that later b ecam e part 
o f  the  character o f  T he  M iam i Valley School. T his b o o k  is a 
trib u te  to  the vision o f  early leaders w h o  planted th e  seeds for a 
special k in d  o f  school to evolve, know ing  that it w o u ld  c o n tin u e  to 
g row  and  change rather than  rem aining rigidly fixed in  its o rig inal 
form . T h e  boo k  also celebrates those w h o  have had a role in  n u rtu rin g  the vision, shaping it in to  
w hat it has becom e and w hat it w ill be in  this new  century. Every student, every family, every teacher 
has had an im pact on  the fo rm ation  o f  the  school and on  the  education  o f  young people.
Symbolically, the abstraction o f  a tree in the school logo expresses the co m m itm en t to  g ro w th  that 
the  school em bodies, the stability and durability  o f  the educational program , and the  connectedness 
o f  all o f  its parts in sustaining that grow th . In the same way, this record  dem onstrates th e  ways in 
w hich the educational process has grow n in the school and the num ber o f  people w ho  have con tribu ted  
to  that grow th . Let it be a celebration  o f  the vision and co m m itm en t o f  the  past and th e  genera tion  
o f  new  life in the future.
— Tom Brereton, Headmaster
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